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ADDRESS: 3629 HAMILTON ST
Proposal: Construct addition 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Erica Darken
Applicant: Janice Woodcock, Woodcock Design
History:  1871
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Powelton Village Historic District, Contributing, 11/09/2022
Staff Contact: Alex Till, alexander.till@phila.gov

BACKGROUND:
This application proposes to construct a two-part rear addition on an Italianate rowhouse at a
contributing property in the Powelton Village Historic District. The building was constructed in 
1871 and is three-stories tall with a one-story front porch, prominent cornice, and two-story rear 
ell. A two-story addition will be located at the rear of the building and project outward from the 
current rear wall of the ell by more than 26 feet. A second, smaller one-story addition will be 
constructed beside the current rear ell and extend to the property line on the east side. The two-
part addition will expand the overall footprint of and extend slightly higher than the current rear 
ell of the historic building. Both portions of the addition will be clad in stucco and the two-story 
portion will feature a two-story bay window with siding at the rear elevation and windows along 
the east facing wall. The one-story portion of the addition will feature a window in the rear wall 
along with skylights in its roof. The rear of the building and the proposed addition will be visible
from the side and rear along neighboring N. 37th Street.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Construct a two-part rear addition.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.
o The proposed new addition does not meet Standard 9. It is too large, and is not 

compatible with the massing, size, and scale of the historic building or district.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standard 9.
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IMAGES:

Figure 1: 1895, G. W. Bromley Atlas. Property outlined in red. 
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Figure 2: View of front façade of 3629 Hamilton St from Hamilton St:
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Figure 3: View of side of 3629 Hamilton St from N 37th St, arrow indicates current rear wall of property:
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Figure 4: Aerial view of 3629 Hamilton St from the West:



WOODCOCK DESIGN, INC                                                     
1518 WALNUT ST , SUITE 1308    
PHILADELPHIA, PA      
WOODOCK-DESIGN.COM   

DATE: April 8th, 2024
 
TO: Kim Chantry
  Historic Preservation Planner 

Philadelphia Historic Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19102 

 
FROM:   Woodcock Design, Inc.  

1518 Walnut St. Ste 1308 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 
RE:  3629 Hamilton St  

RP-2024-002840 
 
 
We are requesting review of the proposed interior renovation and rear addition of the above referenced property, which is 
located within the Powelton Village Historic District and listed as a historic resource. The existing building facades are 
brick (front) with wood porch, and stucco siding at exposed sides and back. 
 
The Powelton Village neighborhood received historic designation in 1985 from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation for its buildings built between 1860 and 1910 in Victorian styles from early Italianates to Queen Anne and 
into Colonial Revival1. Powelton Village Civic Association provides an interactive map guided by census data to provide 
further detail on each property. For 3629 Hamilton, the following is noted: 
 

3621-3631: “three-story red brick Victorian rowhouse; two registers with segmental stone lintels, decorative 
carved wood cornices and brackets…. all but 3625 (Victorian porch) have circa 1905 Colonial Revival 
porches.”2 
 

We propose a two-story addition with stucco siding to match the existing, rear bay clad with exterior flat-panel siding 
and black standing seam roof, and white trimmed double-hung windows to match existing. On the east side, the addition 
is one story with stucco siding, and two low-profile skylights. The two-story addition at rear mimics the neighboring 
property to the east (3627 Hamilton) in depth and bay window. 
 
The existing front façade remains unchanged. The addition is not visible from Hamilton St. The addition’s size and height 
have been designed to fit into the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
We look forward to your review.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Janice Woodcock, Principal 
Woodcock Design Inc. 

1 https://poweltonvillage.org/history/ 
2 http://old.poweltonvillage.org/interactivemap/files/3629hamilton.htm 






















