
627 N 16th Street
Philadelphia Historical Commission

March 2024

ADDRESS: 627 N 16TH ST
Proposal: Construct addition 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Peter and Tara Kura 
Applicant: Ian Toner, Toner Architects 
History: 1875 
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Spring Garden Historic District, Contributing, 10/11/2000 
Staff Contact: Alex Till, alexander.till@phila.gov

BACKGROUND:
This application proposes to construct a three-story rear addition on an Italianate twin at a
contributing property in the Spring Garden Historic District. The building was constructed in 
1875 and is three stories tall with a pitched roof and prominent cornice. The addition will be
located at the rear of the building and span the full width of the lot. The application proposes to 
demolish the three-story rear wall of the property along with a one-story rear shed addition and 
construct an addition at the rear of the building that will expand the footprint and extend slightly 
higher than the current rear ell of the historic building. It will be clad in fiber cement panels and 
feature six windows on the rear elevation but none on the side, party walls. The rear of the 
building is visible both obliquely from the front on 16th Street looking down the side of the 
building and prominently from the side and rear along neighboring Wallace Street. The addition 
will be visible both from 16th and Wallace Streets and particularly will present a large blank wall 
to the Wallace Street side.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Construct a three-story rear addition.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.
o The proposed new addition does not meet Standard 9. It is too large, wide, and is not 

compatible with the historic materials, massing, size, and scale of the historic 
building or district.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends denial, pursuant to Standard 9.
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IMAGES:

Figure 1: 1895, G. W. Bromley Atlas. Property outlined in red. 
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Figure 2: View of front façade of 627 N 16th St from N 16th St:
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Figure 3: View down side of 627 N 16th St from N 16th St, arrow indicates where addition will go:



627 N 16th Street
Philadelphia Historical Commission

March 2024

Figure 4: Figure 3: View of 627 N 16th St from Wallace St, arrow indicates current rear wall of property:
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Figure 5: Aerial view of 627 N 16th St from the Southeast:



APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT
APPLICATION # ____________________________________________

(Please complete all information below and print clearly)

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS
MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING – CONCOURSE

1401 JOHN F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

For more information visit us at www.phila.gov/li

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION:

APPLICANT:

_________________________________________________________
COMPANY NAME:
_________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX #

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS:

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:

PROPERTY OWNER’S NAME:
_______________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

PROPERTY OWNER’S ADDRESS:
_________________________________________________

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE:

___________________________________________________________
ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING FIRM:

___________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING FIRM ADDRESS:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:

CONTRACTOR:

___________________________________________________________
CONTRACTING COMPANY:
___________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

CONTRACTING COMPANY ADDRESS:

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:

USE OF BUILDING/SPACE: ESTIMATED COST OF WORK

$ ______________________

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WORK:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL AREA UNDERGOING CONSTRUCTION: _______________________________square feet

COMPLETE THESE ITEMS IF APPLICABLE TO THIS APPLICATION:

# OF NEW SPRINKLER HEADS (suppression system permits only): _____________   LOCATION OF SPRINKLERS: _________________________

# OF NEW REGISTERS/DIFFUSERS (hvac/ductwork permits only): ______________   LOCATION OF STANDPIPES: _________________________

IS THIS APPLICATION IN RESPONSE TO A VIOLATION? NO YES VIOLATION #: ________________________

All provisions of the building code and other City ordinances will be complied with, whether specified herein or not.  Plans approved by the Department form a part of this 
application.  I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further certify that I am authorized by the owner to 
make the foregoing application, and that, before I accept my permit for which this application is made, the owner shall be made aware of all conditions of the permit.  I understand 
that if I knowingly make any false statement herein I am subject to such penalties as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE:                                                                                              DATE: _______/_______/_______

(81-3 Rev 5/04)



PRE-REQUISITE APPROVALS FOR: 

ADDRESS: APPLICATION #: 

IF REQ’D AGENCY INITIALS DATE REMARKS

ART COMMISSION
13TH FLOOR – 1515 ARCH STREET 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
13TH FLOOR – 1515 ARCH STREET 

FAIRMOUNT PARK COMMISSION
  CITY   STATE

AIR MANAGEMENT / HEALTH DEPT 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
ROOM 576 – CITY HALL 
STREETS DEPARTMENT 
ROOM 940 – M.S.B. 
WATER DEPARTMENT 
2ND FLOOR –1101MARKET STREET 
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES UNIT 
ROOM 1140 – M.S.B. 

ZONING

EXAMINER’S APPROVAL (OFFICE USE ONLY) 
APPROVED USE OF BUILDING SPACE: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

PERMIT TO READ: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

CODE/EDITION USED FOR REVIEW: 

WAS VIOLATION FOR WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT?   NO  YES (INSPECTION FEE MUST BE ADDED TO PERMIT FEE) 

VIOLATION # ___________________________________________ 

OTHER BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED:   FIRE SUPPRESSION   HVAC/DUCT    FUEL GAS

FEE ITEM AMOUNT

BLDG. PERMIT/C.O./L.O. 

PLAN # CONSTRUCTED AREA 

__________________SQ FT 
 NEW CONSTRUCTION 

 ALTERATION INSPECTION FEE 

WATER METERSCO REQUIRED 

 NO  YES

NEW DWG UNITS: 

CONSTRUCTION WATER 

CONSTRUCTION

TYPE: __________________ 

USE: ___________________ VARIANCES
 NO  YES

PROJECT TYPE

TOTAL FEES 
This is to certify that I have examined the within detailed statement, together with a copy of the plans relating thereto, and find the same to be in accordance 
with the provisions of the law relating to buildings in the City of Philadelphia, that the same has been approved and entered into the records of this 
Department.

EXAMINER:  _____________________________________________________________   DATE APPROVED: __________________________________ 

PERMIT # ______________________ DATE ISSUED: __________________ CHECK # ___________________ 














































































