
Pre-Construction Site Training Course



Disclaimer

The views expressed in this presentation are the views of the speaker and the 
Department of Licenses and Inspections and may not be understood or quoted as 
being made on behalf of the City of Philadelphia or working parties. 



Preconstruction Requirements

Permits Required & On-site Postage
● R.O.W. Closures (Right Of Way)
● Building 

Building Requirements
● Posting Permits
● Signage
● Insurance Certificates

PM Code Requirements
● Scaffolding
● Trash & Debris

OSHA 10 & 30 Requirements
● Site Safety
● Laborers

The Administrative Code
● Notice Of Violations & Penalties
● Stop Work Order
● Violations/SVN

Topics Of Discussion For Revitalization & New Construction



What will be inspected?

Job Site Surveillance: 

We will look for a clean and safe environment to include but not limited to the 
following compliances and or violations:

1. Sidewalk and/or street closure permit(s)
2. Posting of permits (building; demolition; specialty trades)
3. Protection of adjoining property or properties
4. Shoring and underpinning
5. Illegal electrical hook up
6. Access to public utility fixtures
7. Lay down area for material and equipment
8. Onsite Porta-potty
9. Approved Trash compartments and containers.
10. Tire wash-down area



Call before you dig!



Be aware of the markings!

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjLjr7H75jiAhXIVN8KHeNMD3kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.sugarcreekborough.us/main2/node/25&psig=AOvVaw0TN5oBVQCrF-UF0YUvkDP_&ust=1557849427607702


Streets Department



Right-of-Way Permits

Sidewalk/Curb-lane Closures

Code 11-700:



WWW.STSWEB.PHILA.GOV

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiyl66d3I7iAhWxdd8KHaI4CEcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.philadelphiastreets.com/&psig=AOvVaw2O3LKKnenffDUete7DQcub&ust=1557499330265112
https://www.philadelphiastreets.com/home
http://www.stsweb.phila.gov/


Utility Closure Permits

•Phila. Gas Works (PGW)

• Water Revenue Bureau

• PECO (Electric)



Closure Permits for Equipment Placement
• Boom Lift, Roll-Off Dumpsters, Equipment & Material
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Crane Placement Closure Permit 
• Boom Lift, Roll-Off Dumpsters, Equipment & Material
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Building Permit Right-of-Way Permit

Permits must be current within the 180-day limit; and within the scope of work.
REF: IBC-[A]105.5 



***PERMITS MUST BE POSTED AND VISIBLE ON-SITE AT ALL TIMES***

Larger sites require a "Project Information 
Panel” IBC-[A]105.7



Notify your neighbor(s)
• The person(s) making or causing an excavation to be made shall provide written 
notice to the owners of adjoining buildings 10 days prior, advising them that the 
excavation is to be made and that the adjoining buildings should be protected.

REF: IBC-3307.1
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Demolition

 Demolition is one of the most hazardous construction operations – responsible for 
more deaths and major injuries than any other activity.

 If a demolition project is well planned, the risks of injury and death can be 
minimized.

 The planning and execution of a demolition project should only be done by 
appropriately competent persons.

 The work should be supervised by someone with sufficient knowledge of the 
particular structure being dismantled.

 Expert from structural engineers will be paramount.



Protection of Adjoining Property or Open Site

Protection Required:

• Adjoining public and private property shall be 
protected from damage during construction, 
remodeling and demolition.

• Protection shall be provided for footings, foundations, 
party walls, chimneys, skylights and roofs.

REF: IBC-3307.1
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• Provisions shall be made to control 
water runoff and erosion during 
construction or demolition activities.

REF: IBC-3307.1

Avoid Standing water!!!



Lay Down Area for Material & Equipment

***In no case shall the walkway be less than 4-feet in width (IBC-3306.2)***

•Storage and handling of materials:  The temporary use of streets or public 
property for the storage or handling of materials or of equipment required for 
construction or demolition must be compliance with city code. 

REF: IBC-3308.1

 Temporary Use Of Streets, Alleys and Public Property



Occupational Safety & Health Administration



Occupational Safety & Health Administration



Building Requirements

Posting Of Permits

Insurance 
Certificates

Signage (Sidewalk 
& Street)

Scaffolding 



Protection of Pedestrians

• Pedestrians shall be protected during construction, remodeling and 
demolition activities. REF: IBC-3306.1

 Protection Required:
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Directional Traffic Barricades
• Pedestrian traffic shall be protected by 
a directional barricade where the 
walkway extends into the street.  The 
directional barricade shall be of sufficient 
size and construction to direct vehicular 
traffic away from the pedestrian path. 
REF: IBC-3306.3

***MUST BE FILLED WITH WATER***
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NO!!! NO!!! NO!!!
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Walkways

A walkway shall be provided for 
pedestrian travel in front of every 
construction and demolition site 
unless the applicable governing 
authority authorizes the sidewalk 
to be fenced or closed. 

REF: IBC-3306.2

http://1p40p3gwj70rhpc423s8rzjaz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Reroute2-copy.jpg






Scaffolding
 Requirements:









http://cossdotblog-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/SW3.jpg








Property Maintenance Code Requirements

 Trash & Debris 

 Rubbish Storage Facilities

• Exterior property and premises, and interior of every structure, shall be 
free from any accumulation of rubbish or garbage.  REF: PM15-308.1

• The owner of every occupied premises shall supply approved covered containers 
for rubbish,  and the owner of the premises shall be responsible for the removal of 
rubbish. 
REF: PM15-308.2.1

• Accumulation Of Rubbish or Garbage













Protection of Foundations



Excavation Protection Requirements

New requirements have been enacted to protect 
buildings and public ways against adjacent 
excavations. Effective October 1, 2018, all 
submitted building permit applications involving 
excavation must address the protection of 
adjacent building and public ways in accordance 
with Code Bulletin B-0503-R1 .

https://www.phila.gov/li/PDF/Code%20Bulletins/B-0503-R1%20Excavations%20and%20the%20Protection%20of%20Adjacent%20Property%20-%20Public%20and%20Private.pdf
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Two Fishtown properties collapse after Philly contractor worked 
without permits, L&I says
by Caitlin McCabe, Updated: February 11, 2019 

Two adjoining Fishtown row houses collapsed Sunday morning, sending 
rubble crashing and dust billowing after a contracting company had been 
working in one of the properties without proper permits or safety 
precautions.

http://www.philly.com/archive/caitlin_mccabe/


Philly contractor faces $45,000 in OSHA fines for Brewerytown building 
collapse that killed one in June
by Caitlin McCabe, Updated: January 15, 2019 

It collapsed on top of him only minutes after he stepped inside, dropping him from 
the second floor and crushing him with scrap and bricks.

http://www.philly.com/archive/caitlin_mccabe/


https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/portableplayer/?cmsID=491081521&videoID=T
EZMMx_CiNKA&origin=nbcphiladelphia.com&sec=news&subsec=local&fullWidth=
y"></script>
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https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/portableplayer/?cmsID=491081521&videoID=TEZMMx_CiNKA&origin=nbcphiladelphia.com&sec=news&subsec=local&fullWidth=y%22%3E%3C/script


Illegal Electrical Hook Up



Service Utilities:

Violations:

The building official is authorized to give permission to temporary supply and 
use power in part of an electric installation before such installation has been 
fully completed and the final certificated of completion has been issued. REF: 
IBC -[A]108.1

The building official is authorized to serve a notice of violation or order on the person 
responsible for the erection, construction, alteration, extension, repair, moving, 
removal, demolition or occupancy of a building or structure in violation of the 
provisions of this code, or in violation of a permit or certificate issued under the 
provision. REF: IBC -[A]108.1

The Code



Stop Work Order:
•  Where the building official finds any work 
regulated by this code being performed in a 
manner either contrary to the provisions of this 
code or dangerous or unsafe, a stop work will 
be issued. REF: IBC -[A]115.1

•  The stop work order shall be in writing and 
shall be given to the owner of the property 
involved, the owner’s authorized agent or 
person performing the work. REF: IBC-[A]115.2

•  Any person who shall continue any work 
after having been served with a stop work 
order, except such work as that person is 
directed to perform to remove a violation or 
unsafe condition, shall be subject to penalties 
as prescribed by law. REF: IBC-[A]115.3



• District offices
• Notice of completed repairs
• License questions
• Permit and code questions
• Property certifications
• Appeals
• Dangerous buildings
• Vending

https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/about/contact-us/

• Vacant properties
• Nuisance properties
• Property abatement bills
• Audits and investigations
• Litigation
• Unsafe or unlicensed contractors
• Complaints or general information
• Media inquiries

Department Directory

https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/about/contact-us/


Department of Licenses and Inspections

• Help using eCLIPSE
• Online licensing
• Prerequisite approval processes
• Online permitting
• ePlans
• Construction inspections
• Maintenance certifications
• Appeals
• Searching in eCLIPSE

https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-
inspections/permits-and-certificates/help-using-eclipse/#/

https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/permits-and-certificates/help-using-eclipse/#/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/permits-and-certificates/help-using-eclipse/#/


Inspections

• Contractor requirements

• Construction site requirements

• Construction inspections

• Code enforcement

• Violation and order types

• Maintenance certifications

https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/inspections/


Thank You
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