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ADDRESS: 3847 SPRING GARDEN ST  
Proposal: Construct pilot house and roof deck 
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: William Long and Mariia Alibekova  
Applicant: William Long  
History: 1869  
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Powelton Village Historic District, Contributing, 11/10/2022  
Staff Contact: Ted Maust, theodore.maust@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes to construct a pilot house and roof deck on a two-story 
corner property in the Powelton Village Historic District. The roof deck railing would be set back 
five feet from both the Spring Garden and 39th Street elevations. The pilot house would be set 
back 15’ 1 1/4” from Spring Garden Street and 7’ 5 3/8” from 39th Street. The pilot house would 
be clad in vinyl siding and feature a bay window. At its front edge, the pilot house would be 9’ 2 
1/8” high from the surface of the roof. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Construct pilot house and roof deck. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

• Roofs Guideline | Not Recommended: Changing the configuration or shape of a roof by 
adding highly visible new features (such as dormer windows, vents, skylights, or a 
penthouse). 

o The proposed pilot house, with its overall scale and bay window, would be 
relatively visible from the public right-of-way and out of scale with the existing 
building. 

o The staff suggests that a narrower pilot house with a sloped roof leading to a 
deck on the lower rear roof would be less conspicuous and may meet the Roofs 
Guideline, and that a mock-up should be conducted to demonstrate visibility. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial as proposed, pursuant to Standard 9 and the Roofs Guideline. 
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Figure 1: View looking east toward 3847 Spring Garden Street. Image from Cyclomedia. 

 
Figure 2: View looking south on 39th Street. Image from Cyclomedia. 














