
 

 

 

 

           

       

 

 

                                 

 

To:  Alex Smith, Director Art Commission 

From:  Pedro Pinto, Project Director, DPP 

Date:   January 31, 2024  

Re:  Request for Art Commission Review 

 

We respectfully request to be included on the Art Commission agenda on February 14th for 

Final Approval of the new North Central Public Safety Building located at 2100 West Diamond 

Street. 
 
Drawings will be submitted by the deadline on Wednesday February 7, 2024. 

 

The team has reviewed and incorporated all previous Art Commission comments and has 

addressed all concerns brought up in the conceptual meeting. We are excited to present this 

project for Final Approval. 

 

Thank you for your attention. Please contact me directly if you need more information.   
 
cc: Valerie Bergman, Deputy Commissioner, DPP: Valerie.Bergman@phila.gov 
 Angelina Castro, Project Manager, DPP: Agelina.L.Castro@phila.gov 
  
 

Memorandum  



North Central Public Safety Building
Philadelphia Art Commission 
02.14.2024

City of Philadelphia,      
Department of Public Property

FINAL APPROVAL

• COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
• LETTERS OF SUPPORT
• LANDSCAPE AND PLANTING
• PUBLIC ART
• BUILDING SCALE AND ARTICULATION



PUBLIC MEETINGS – PROPERTY AQUISITION
• Bill 170557 - Condemnation

o Introduced into council 5/25/2017.  Members of the public provided testimony.
o Approved 6/14/2017.

• Bill 170558 - Adopt Capital Budget FY18-23
o Introduced into council 5/25/2017.  Members of the public provided testimony.
o Approved 6/14/2017.

• Declaration of Taking filed with the Court in September 2018
o Properties specifically acquired to create “a necessary municipal building for the 

Philadelphia Police Department, and uses ancillary thereto”.
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

2



City of Philadelphia | North Central Public Safety Building3

PUBLIC MEETINGS - 2020 PROJECT
• Arts Commission 6/3/2020

o Project received Conceptual Approval.

• Historic Commission 6/12/2020
o Project did not receive approval.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

Project was redesigned subsequent to 2020 hearings to be more community focused:

• Courtroom function was eliminated

• Detention function was eliminated

• Central Community Room was added

• PAL Center was added to program

• Grey Brick exterior was changed to Red Brick
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PUBLIC MEETINGS - 2023 PROJECT

• Historic Commission 5/12/2023
o Project received approval.

• Art Commission 9/13/2023
o Project attained Conceptual Approval.

• Community Meeting 10/20/2023
o Honickman Learning Center, 1936 N. Judson Street
o 54 Community members in attendance: 52 supported the project and 2 against.

• Art Commission 12/13/2023
o Project submitted for Final Approval.  Decision deferred to 2/14/2023.

• Zoning Board of Appeals 12/19/2023
o ZBA approved the project on 1/10/2024.  3 votes for, 0 votes against.
o RCO provided support for the project to ZBA.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

• Art Commission 2/14/2024
o Request for Final Approval
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT FROM COMMUNITY 

• St. Elizabeth's RCO
o RCO meeting voted 52-2 for the project

• Heritage Community Developmental Corporation

• Former CP Darrell Clarke

• Diamond Street Pharmacy

• Reverend Darnell Deans

• Guardian Civic League

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

St. Elizabeth's RCO Heritage Community 
Developmental Corporation
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Former CP Darrell Clarke Diamond Street Pharmacy
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Reverend Darnell Deans Guardian Civic League
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SITE CONTEXT

FROM KCBA REPORT
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SITE CONTEXT – SITE SELECTION

COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN FOR POLICE AND 
FIRE DEPARTMENT FACILITIES

Includes:
o 22nd Police District Programming and Schematic Design Report
o Completed November 20, 2017.
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CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN
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EXISTING SITE CONDITION
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Diamond Street Looking East Diamond Street Looking West
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TREE REMOVAL AND PROTECTION
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EXISTING TREES REMOVED: 20  CALIPER INCHES REMOVED: 104
REQUIRED TREE REPLACEMENT: 20  CALIPER INCHES REQUIRED: 104
PROPOSED TREE REPLACEMENT: 104  CALIPER INCHES PROPOSED: 254.5
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SITE PLAN
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PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITIES
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DIAMOND STREET ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION

DIAMOND STREET LOOKING WEST
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DIAMOND STREET ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION

DIAMOND STREET LOOKING EAST



18 City of Philadelphia | North Central Public Safety Building

BUILDING AND STREET SECTION DIAGRAM – DIAMOND STREET
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BUILDING AND STREET SECTION DIAGRAM – DIAMOND STREET
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BUILDING AND STREET SECTION DIAGRAM – VAN PELT STREET
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BUILDING AND STREET SECTION DIAGRAM – 21st STREET
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FAÇADE ARTICULATION DIAGRAM - AXONOMETRIC
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DIAMOND STREET ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION

NORTH ELEVATION ALONG DIAMOND STREET - UPDATED

Location for Public Art  
or PAL Mural
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DIAMOND STREET ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION ALONG N. 21ST STREET
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DIAMOND STREET ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION ALONG N. VAN PELT STREET



PAL
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NEW FACILITY:  

Gym, Homework Room, Computer Room, Game Room and 
Community Room

Significant Investment in this Community: Lasting Impact



22ND POLICE DISTRICT
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The Right Site to serve the 22nd District Pressing Need for Renewed Facilities

A desire to serve the community
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ADDITIONAL STUDIES – CITY REQUIRED APPROVAL PROCESS

Phase I Environmental Transportation Study
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THANK YOU!



I. ART COMMISSION MINUTES

GENERAL COMMENT:
Minutes have been edited to reflect only
2100 Diamond Street project entry.
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Minutes  
The Philadelphia Art Commission     
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 - 9:30 a.m. 
Remote – Zoom Meeting – Hosted by DPZ 
 
Members Present: Alan Greenberger, Jose Alminana, Carmen Febo-San Miguel, Joe 
Laragione, Raed Nasser, Natalie Nixon, Robert Roesch, Mario Zacharjasz 
 
Meeting of the Philadelphia Art Commission 
 
Chairperson Greenberger called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM introducing everyone 
to the remote Art Commission meeting. 
 
Beige Berryman – staff member of the Art Commission – introduced the Zoom platform 
and remote Art Commission process, noting that the meeting is being recorded, and by 
participating in this meeting you are giving consent to be recorded. Ms. Berryman 
noted the meeting video will be posted on the Art Commission website and the meeting 
agenda and material items will also be posted there. 
(https://www.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-art-commission/). 
 
Ms. Berryman stated a few instructions for the public. Public participants may comment 
on agenda items during the meeting. Comments should be asked through the “Q&A” 
function, and the public should type their questions in the box. Staff will then read the 
comments out loud during the public comment period. If you have submitted 
comments through email, Art Commission staff will read these out loud during the 
comment period.  
 
Additionally, the agenda had been recently updated.  The SEPTA Wissahickon 
Transportation Center, as well as the SEPTA 11th Street Station Improvement Projects 
have both been withdrawn. 
 
Lastly, the Art Commission will be voting by role call, and Ms. Berryman will be asking 
Commissioners for their vote verbally and individually at the end of each agenda item.   
 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Chairperson Greenberger began the meeting with the administrative items first: The 
Meeting Minutes from May 6, 2020, then asked if there was a motion to approve or 
discuss.  
  

The Philadelphia Art 
Commission 

Established 1911 
 
 
 

Alan Greenberger 
Chair 

 
 

José Almiñana 
 

Carmen Febo San Miguel 
 

Bridget Collins-Greenwald 
 

Joe Laragione 
 

Raed Nasser 
 

Natalie Nixon 
 

Robert Roesch 
 

Mario Zacharjasz 
 
 
 
 

C. Beige Berryman 
Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One Parkway Building 
1515 Arch St. 
13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
215-683-4674 
artcommission@phila.gov 

https://www.phila.gov/departments/philadelphia-art-commission/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upon the Motion made by Commissioner Zacharjasz and Seconded by Commissioner Febo-San Miguel, 
the Commission voted to approve the meeting Minutes from May. 
 
Chairperson Greenberger noted that the Commission must still catch up on the meeting minutes from 
the March meeting, which were delayed due to staff retirement and the COVID-19 crisis.   
 
Sign Committee Report 
 
There were 10 proposed sign recommendations from May 20, 2020, that were reviewed by the Sign 
Committee. Chairperson Greenberger recused himself from the Drexel signage proposal. 
 

1. 44-20  
Bank of Princeton  
1839 Chestnut Street  
Zoning: CMX-5 within /CTR Center City Overlay District - Center City Commercial Area  

 
2. 45-20  

Bank of Princeton  
224 W. Rittenhouse Square  
Zoning: RM-4  

 
3. 46-20  

Academy of Natural Sciences  
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway  
Zoning: RM-4 within /CTR Center City Overlay District - Parkway Buffer Area  

 
4. 15-19  

Vista Peru  
20 South 2nd Street  
Zoning: CMX-3 within /CTR Center City Overlay District - Center City Commercial Area  

 
5. 47-20  

Barry’s  
112 South 19th Street  
Zoning: CMX-4 within /CTR Center City Overlay District - Center City Commercial Area  

 
6. 59-20  

Sheraton  
201 N 17th Street  
Zoning: CMX-5 within /CTR Center City Overlay District - Vine Street Area  

 

Chairperson Greenberger asked if there was a motion to accept recommendations.  Upon the motion 
made by Commissioner Zacharjasz and seconded by Commissioner Alminana, the Commission voted to 
approve by unanimous vote. 
 
Administrative Approval 

1. Conservation of Multiple Sculptures  
Review Type: Artwork Conservation paid by City funds 
Project Details: Conservation treatments for six sculptures at various locations 
Submitted by: Office of Arts, Culture, and the Creative Economy 
 
Chairperson Greenberger asked if there was a motion to accept recommendations.  Upon the Motion 
made by Commissioner Febo-San Miguel and seconded by Commissioner Laragione, the Commission 
voted to approve by unanimous vote. 
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Presentations 
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3. 2100 Diamond Street 
Police District 22 
New building for Police District 22 
Review Type: Construction of City facility  
Project Details: New City facility 
Project Team: Ballinger 

 
Discussion begins at minute mark (01:00:33) in video Part I.  

 
Michelle Shuman, Project Manager for Public Property; Keith Mock; and Steve Bartlett were present to 
speak to the project 
 
Ms. Shuman acknowledged that this is a very sensitive time to be presenting a new police facility 
and that they obviously designed and worked on it before this weekend’s civil unrest and have not 
talked to the police department since.   Chairperson Greenberger expressed his appreciation for Ms. 
Shuman’s remarks. 

 
This will be the City’s first constructed district police building in about 15 years.  Before getting into 
the specifics of this project, the design team went through a comprehensive examination of how 
police facilities work operationally, on the services level, and how they interact with the public.  They 
also looked at how other districts have been using their buildings and spaces to interact with the 
community and wanted to incorporate some of the best ideas that they found.  They also took a 
field trip to New York City to see how they were incorporating modern architecture and how they 
were relating to the community.  This is going to be the first police building that has a dedicated 
community room.  Diamond Street is an important commercial corridor, and it is also one of the 
City’s first Historic Districts. Goals for the project include improving the streetscape and engaging 
the community.  This is also part of the City’s ongoing efforts to improve the sustainability of their 
buildings in a comprehensive and systemic way.  They are also partnering with the Philadelphia 
Water Department to manage stormwater.   
 
Mr. Mock followed Ms. Shuman’s introduction and added that their goal is to create public space so 
that police can engage in a positive way with the community.  The design team also aims to 
transform the vacant lots along the historic Diamond Street into a gathering place as the 
community has a history of events and gatherings. 
  
Mr. Bartlett provided a detailed walk through the site design.   This project aims to be certified as 
LEED Silver. 
 
In general, the commissioners agreed that the proposal included a well-conceived site design. They 
recommended that the design team explore the functionality of plaza so that the space feels more 
like a place. They encouraged the team to consider paving materials, art, memorial, and landscape 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

features more extensively. They also recommended reconsidering the entry canopy and signage to 
be more inviting to the community. Revised submission materials should also provide more details 
regarding the cornice materials and design. They also encouraged the designers to find more 
landscape opportunities throughout the site. Chairperson Greenberger, along with Commissioners 
Nixon, Roesch, and Alminana raised concerns about the conversation with the Police Commissioner, 
double-sided gate, the Plaza, Police Memorial, Artwork and Landscape.  

 
Seeing no questions or comments by the public, Chairperson Greenberger ask if there was a 
motion to approve at the conceptual level.  Upon the motion made by Commissioner Zacharjasz, 
seconded by Commissioner Roesch, the Commission voted for conceptual approval by unanimous 
vote (7-0; 1 not present for vote).  Commissioner Nasser was not present for the vote. 
Commissioner Zacharjasz left the meeting at noon and recused himself from the last item. 

 
4. 3101 Orthodox Street 

Bridesburg Riverfront Park 
New public park 
Review Type: Construction paid by City funds  
Project Details: New public park along the Delaware River 
Project Team: Langan 

 
Discussion begins at minute mark (02:07:16) in video Part I.  
 
Jayne Spector, Landscape Architect, spoke about the overall objective of the project: to create a 
significant open space on the Delaware River in Bridesburg, a neighborhood that has long been cut 
off from access to the riverfront, and to fulfill the vision of the North Delaware Riverfront Greenway 
Masterplan.  She indicated that the proposed riverfront park will not only serve as a much needed 
public open space on the river for the Bridesburg community, could also become a city-wide 
destination with adjacency to the North Delaware Riverfront Greenway and the national East Coast 
Greenway.   
 
Commissioner Alminana reminded the design team that this project requires two review hearings by 
the Art Commission. 

  
In general, the truss design of shade structures was well received, but the design team should 
consider a visually "lighter" design. Consider more canopy trees in the lawn area to provide 
shade and include all shade structures in phase I if possible. The public art budget is small, 
therefore funds will be re-allocated to a different PPR project, to be determined. 

 
Seeing no questions or comments by the public, Commission Co-Chair Alminana ask if there was a 
motion to approve at the conceptual level.  Upon the motion made by Commissioner Alminana, 

CONTENT EDITED

The Art Commission Meeting was adjourned by the Commission Chairperson Greenberger at 1:14 PM. 
 
The next Art Commission Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday July 1, 2020 at 9:30 AM via Zoom 
platform. 
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II. HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES
GENERAL COMMENT:
Minutes have been edited to reflect only
2100 Diamond Street project entry.
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III. LEGISLATION
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City Council 
Chief Clerk's Office 
402 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

BILL NO. 170557 
 
 

Introduced May 25, 2017 
 
 

Councilmember Greenlee 
for 

Council President Clarke 
 
 

Referred to the 
Committee on Public Property and Public Works 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

Authorizing the Commissioner of Public Property, on behalf of the City, to acquire fee 
simple title or a lesser interest by purchase, condemnation or otherwise, in parcels of land 
generally in the area bounded by Susquehanna, Lambert, Norris, 22nd, Diamond and 21st 
Streets, and authorizing an agreement between the City and the Philadelphia 
Redevelopment Authority for the PRA to act as the City’s condemnation agent, under 
certain terms and conditions. 
 
 

WHEREAS, The City would like to acquire fee simple title or a lesser interest, by 
purchase, condemnation or otherwise, in parcels of land generally in the area bounded by 
Susquehanna, Lambert, Norris, 22nd, Diamond and 21st Streets (the "Acquisition"); and 
 

WHEREAS, none of the property to be acquired is believed to be an occupied 
structure; and 
 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to §6.1 of the Redevelopment Cooperation Law, Act of 
May 24, 1945, P.L. 982, §6.1; added by the Act of January 19, 1968, P.L. (1967) 987, §2; 
35 P.S. §1746.1, the City may designate and appoint the Philadelphia Redevelopment 
Authority ("PRA") as its agent to perform any specified activities that the City is 
authorized by law to perform, so long as such activities is in furtherance of the public 
purposes specified in the Urban Redevelopment Law (the "URL"); and 
 

WHEREAS, The City and the PRA desire to enter into an Agreement of Agency 
Designation (the "Agency Agreement") wherein the City will designate the PRA as the 
City’s agent to perform the activities necessary to allow the City to acquire the necessary 
real property interests for the Acquisition; and 



City of Philadelphia 
 

BILL NO. 170557 continued   
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WHEREAS, the Acquisition furthers the public purposes specified in the URL 

and, therefore, the Redevelopment Cooperation Law authorizes the Agency Agreement; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, The Redevelopment Cooperation Law requires that the Council of 
the City of Philadelphia approve the Agency Agreement; now, therefore 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The Commissioner of Public Property, on behalf of the City, is 
authorized to acquire by purchase, condemnation, deed in lieu of condemnation, 
donation, dedication, or otherwise, fee simple title to, or a lesser interest in, some or all of 
the parcels of land identified in Section 2 of this Ordinance, including any adjacent alleys 
to these parcels for the public purpose of constructing a municipal building for Police 
District use. 
 
 SECTION 2.  The lands subject to this Ordinance are the following: 
 

Area A: Approximately 34,000 square feet of property in the block 
bounded by Diamond, Van Pelt, Norris and 22nd Streets as identified in 
Exhibit A; and 
 
Area B: Approximately 27,000 square feet of property in the block 
bounded by Diamond, 21st, Norris and Van Pelt Streets as identified in 
Exhibit A; and 
 
Area C: Approximately 22,000 square feet of property in the block 
bounded by Diamond, Lambert, Norris and 21st Streets as identified in 
Exhibit A; and 
 
Area D: Approximately 13,000 square feet of property in the block 
bounded by Susquehanna, Lambert, Diamond and 21st Streets as 
identified in Exhibit A. 

 
 SECTION 3.  The City, acting through the Commissioner of Public Property, is 
authorized to enter into an Agreement of Agency Designation pursuant to the 
Redevelopment Cooperation Law to designate and appoint the Philadelphia 
Redevelopment Authority to be its condemnation agent to carry out the purposes of this 
Ordinance. 
 



City of Philadelphia 
 

BILL NO. 170557 continued   

 

 
 
City of Philadelphia - 3 - 

 
 

 

 SECTION 4.  The City Solicitor is authorized to review and approve all 
documents necessary to complete the acquisitions authorized by this Ordinance.  The 
City Solicitor is further authorized to include in those documents provisions that the City 
Solicitor deems necessary and desirable to protect the interests of the City. 
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City Council 
Chief Clerk's Office 
402 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

BILL NO. 170558 
 
 

Introduced May 25, 2017 
 
 

Councilmember Henon 
for 

Council President Clarke 
 
 

Referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

Amending Bill No. 170195 (approved in June of 2017), entitled “An Ordinance to adopt 
a Capital Program for the six Fiscal Years 2018-2023 inclusive,” by adding, revising, 
and/or removing certain projects, amounts and sources, under certain terms and 
conditions. 
 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Exhibit A of Bill No. 170195 (approved in June of 2017) is hereby 
amended to incorporate the following changes: 
 

1.  Under the “POLICE” category:  under “POLICE FACILITIES,” Line 54 
(“Police Facilities – Renovations”), change the amount for Fiscal Year 2019 from 
$2,900,000 CN to $7,900,000 CN, and change the amount for Fiscal Year 2020 
from $7,550,000 CN to $2,550,000 CN. 
 
2.  Conform all subtotals and totals shown in Exhibit A to reflect the increased 
and decreased appropriations set forth in this amendment. 
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RELATED PENDING CASES (LIST BY CASE CAPTION AND DOCKET NUMBER) IS CASE SUBJECT TO

FINAL COPY (Approved by the Prothonotary Clerk)

COORDINATION ORDER?

DEFENDANT'S ADDRESS

DEFENDANT'S NAME

Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia County
Trial Division

Civil Cover Sheet
DEFENDANT'S NAME

DEFENDANT'S ADDRESS

DEFENDANT'S NAME

DEFENDANT'S ADDRESS

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

C/O LAW DEPARTMENT 1515 ARCH ST, 14TH FLOOR 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19107

PLAINTIFF'S NAME

PLAINTIFF'S ADDRESS

PLAINTIFF'S NAME

PLAINTIFF'S ADDRESS

PLAINTIFF'S NAME

PLAINTIFF'S ADDRESS

AMOUNT IN CONTROVERSY

CASE TYPE AND CODE

EMINENT DOMAIN

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLAINTIFFS TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENDANTS COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION

COURT PROGRAMS

STATUTORY BASIS FOR CAUSE OF ACTION

1 0 Complaint

Writ of Summons

Petition Action

Transfer From Other Jurisdictions

Notice of Appeal

$50,000.00 or less

More than $50,000.00

Arbitration
Jury
Non-Jury

Mass Tort
Savings Action

Other:
Petition

Commerce
Minor Court Appeal
Statutory Appeals

Settlement
Minors
W/D/Survival

X

SIGNATURE OF FILING ATTORNEY OR PARTY 

SUPREME COURT IDENTIFICATION NO. 

PHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER

DATE SUBMITTED 

E-MAIL ADDRESS

ADDRESS

TO THE PROTHONOTARY:

Kindly enter my appearance on behalf of Plaintiff/Petitioner/Appellant:

Friday, September 07, 2018, 10:40 am

91665 ryan.harmon@pra.phila.gov

RYAN D. HARMON 1234 MARKET STREET
16TH FLOOR
PHILADELPHIA PA 19107

(215)209-8624 none entered

RYAN HARMON

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

Papers may be served at the address set forth below.

NAME OF PLAINTIFF'S/PETITIONER'S/APPELLANT'S ATTORNEY

8D - DEC OF TAKING - EMINENT DOMAIN

M. BRYANT

SEP 07 2018
YES NO

E-Filing Number: 1809010088

For Prothonotary Use Only (Docket Number)



Case ID: 180900524

Filed and Attested by the
Office of Judicial Records 

07 SEP 2018 10:40 am
M. BRYANT
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