
Chimney and Vent Extension



Current Requirements

● The Mechanical Code includes provisions for required chimney and vent terminations to ensure proper airflow 
and clearance to combustibles.

● When building higher than a chimney or vent on an adjacent property, it obstructs airflow and makes the 
adjacent property non-compliant. This obstruction leads to increased fire risk, potential carbon monoxide 
poisoning, and inefficient operation of appliances.

● L&I has long required the person causing construction to make reasonable attempt to extend the adjacent 
chimney through Code Bulletin.

● Existing requirements do not define commitments/process. 

● Existing requirements do not address when adjacent owner cannot be located, is unresponsive, or unwilling to 
allow extension. This is addressed on a case-by-case basis.



New Regulations

• Regulations shall apply to all permit applications filed after January 1, 2024.

• Identifies when chimney or vent clearance must be addressed with a permit application.

• Clarifies that extension must comply with the provisions of the Code. 

• Provides initial and final notification requirements.

• Requires resolution by the time construction reaches the height of the adjacent roofline.

• Identifies adjacent owner responsibility if they fail to respond, reject offer for chimney extension, or fail to 
make corrections necessary to support extension.



New Regulations
Regulations and info 
sheet available at 
www.phila.gov/li



Building Permit Application

Affected applications:
In most cases, the new construction or addition will be subject to protection of property requirements. Under the 
existing law, the chimney must be annotated on the preconstruction survey and application must address how it will 
be handled. 

B-3307.9.1 Preconstruction surveys of buildings or structures shall include the following information:

1. Documentation of adjoining or adjacent buildings, including height, number of stories, construction type, and identification of any elements that may be impacted by 
construction or demolition operations, including but not limited to identification of any visible structural, roof, or wall covering elements extending continuously across the 
property line. If the work included in the application for permit includes demolition or construction above the roof line of any building or structure on adjoining property, include 
identification of locations of any visible bulkheads, chimneys, mechanical equipment, parapets, skylights, or vertical extensions of fire walls on the roof of any adjoining or 
adjacent building.

If a project includes building construction above a chimney/ vent within 10’ but is not subject to protection of 
property requirements, the chimney/ vent extension requirements still apply.



Building Permit Application
An affected building permit application must include one of the following:

● Proof of intent to extend chimney or vent and notice to adjoining owner. 

● Certification that the location and termination of the existing chimney or vent will satisfy the requirements of the Code. This 
certification must be provided in the form of a written report signed and sealed by a PA Registered Architect or Professional 
Engineer. No additional requirements shall apply.

● Certification that the chimney or vent is no longer connected to a fireplace or other equipment requiring exhaust. This certification 
must be provided in the form of a written statement signed by the adjacent owner OR a Registered Architect, Professional Engineer, 
or contractor authorized to perform an inspection by the adjacent owner. No additional requirements shall apply.

Clearance requirements vary by vent type.



Notice to Adjoining Owner
Must provide Notice of Intent to Extend Chimney or Vent, which will require the following detail: 
● A description of the scope of work to be performed on the newly constructed or modified building, including the impact on 

adjacent chimney/ vent.
● An offer to secure necessary permits and fund or perform the necessary work to bring the adjacent property into compliance
● Any underlying corrective actions that owner must take to support extension, if known. Note: An owner must be given at least 60 

days to make corrections. 
● A statement that if the adjacent owner declines to accept the offer or otherwise fails to respond, they may be deemed responsible 

to cure resultant violation.

Proof of Notice must be provided in following form:
● Where the project is subject to Protection of Property laws, the Acknowledgment Form must indicate inclusion of chimney 

extension.
● If the Acknowledgment Form in not required, proof of delivery (i.e. certified mail receipt) must be submitted with permit 

application.

Initial notice must be provided at least 60 days in advance of start of work. Timeframe is waived if an agreement on chimney extension 
is reached OR adjacent owner expressly rejects the offer in writing.

If no response is received, a final notice must be sent to the owner at least 10 days in advance of start of work. 



Construction Requirements
By the time construction reaches the height of the adjacent roof, the permit holder must submit one of the following 
to the permit hold:

● Permit to extend the chimney

○ Must be issued to adjacent property with owner’s authorization.

○ EZ Permit option available for one-and-two family dwellings. Will be GM permit type.

○ Work must be completed before a CO will be issued. 

● Proof in writing that offer has been rejected.

● Proof of delivery of final notice AND affidavit that adjacent owner failed to respond or rejected offer (where 
adjacent owner did not provide in writing).

● Proof that adjacent failed to make underlying correction as required by Engineer’s Report. Must include proof 
that at least 60 days notice of required corrections was provided. 



Adjacent Owner Responsibilities

The owner shall bear responsibility for any resultant, non-compliant conditions, if they:

● Fail to respond notice within allocated timeframe;

● Reject an offer to extend that is compliant with regulations;

● Fail to correct underlying deficiencies necessary for extension.

A Notice of Violation may be issued to the adjacent property owner if condition is not remediated. 



Extension Workflow



Resources

o Information Sheets:
o Pre-Construction Survey
o Monitoring Plan
o Notification to Adjacent Owner 

o Code Bulletins and Regulations:
o Code Bulletin: Excavations and the Protection of Adjacent Property - Public and Private

o Other:
o Acknowledgment of Receipt 
o L&I Notification
o Construction FAQs

https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/?table=Protection%2520of%2520property%2520materials&q=Pre-construction%20survey%20information%20sheet
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/?table=Protection%2520of%2520property%2520materials&q=Monitoring%20plan%20information%20sheet
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/?table=Protection%2520of%2520property%2520materials&q=Notification%20to%20adjacent%20owner%20information%20sheet
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/code-bulletins/#/?table=Bulletins&q=Code%20Bulletin:%20Excavations%20and%20the%20Protection%20of%20Adjacent%20Property%20-%20Public%20and%20Private
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/?table=Acknowledgement%2520of%2520receipt&q=Acknowledgement%20of%20receipt%20of%20construction%20or%20demolition%20project%20form
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-that-impacts-an-adjacent-property/#/?table=L&I%2520notification&q=Notice%20to%20adjacent%20owner
https://www.phila.gov/departments/department-of-licenses-and-inspections/resources/construction-next-door-faqs/


L&I Newsletter

o Stay up to date on L&I related news by signing up for our newsletter.  
o Go to www.phila.gov/li and scroll down. Click “Sign Up Today!”

http://www.phila.gov/li
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