
ADDRESS: 1706 DELANCEY PL  
Proposal: Legalize marble veneer and doorway replacement 
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Sasha Coviello  
Applicant: Stephen Mileto, Qb3, LLC  
History: 1850  
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Rittenhouse Fitler Historic District, Contributing, 2/8/1995  
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov  
  
OVERVIEW: This application proposes to legalize façade alterations made to the building at 1706 
Delancey Place, which exceeded approved building permits. These alterations included 
installation of marble veneer over brick at the first floor, and removal and replacement of the 
historic door frame and transom. The six-panel door itself was likely not original but was an 
appropriate panel configuration for the building. The Department of Licenses and Inspections 
issued a violation for the unpermitted alterations at the Historical Commission’s request in 
September 2023, after Commission staff received a complaint from a neighbor. 
 
Work approved through the review of building permit applications between 2020 and 2022 
included window replacement and a rear addition and rooftop pilot house. That scope is not part 
of this legalization application. The work included in this application is solely the marble veneer 
and front doorway alterations. The marble veneer was installed over an altered area of the front 
facade, which was cut down for a below-grade entrance prior to historic designation. The 
historic doorway that was removed matched the adjacent one at 1708 Delancey Place. The 
historic transom bar and associated trim at the top of the opening was removed from the historic 
door frame and a new, taller door was installed. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Legalize marble veneer installation and doorway replacement.  
  
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:   
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

o The removal of the historic doorway and replacement with a new door and frame 
which does not replicate the historic appearance fails to satisfy Standard 2. 

o The installation of marble veneer to the height of the first-floor windowsill creates 
an unusual spatial relationship not typically found on a historic building. However, 
the brick area being covered is a later alteration to the building. 

• Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.  

o The new door and specifically doorway including frame and transom do not 
match the old in appearance.   

  



STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial of the legalization of the marble veneer and door replacement, 
pursuant to Standards 2 and 6.  
 
 

 
Figure 1. Matching entrances at 1706 (left) and 1708 Delancey Place prior to removal of door frame at 1706 Delancey Place.  



 
Figure 2. November 2022, with approved windows installed but no water table or doorway alterations. 

 
Figure 3. September 2023, work in progress. 



 
Figure 4. Marble veneer during installation. 



 
Figure 5. Marble veneer during installation. 



 
Figure 6. October 2023, work in progress. 
































