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The following letter was submitted by several members of the public (see below): 
 

Subject: St Donato Church 

Dear Members of the Historical Commission: 

On July 14, 2023, you will once again be given the task to review St Donato Roman Catholic Church 401 – 
409 North 65th Street, for historic designation.  I ask that while you are once again reviewing the historic 
value of St Donato Church that you please keep in mind that St Donato Roman Catholic Church was 
granted historic and placed on the Philadelphia Registry has a Philadelphia Historical Landmark on April 
9, 2021.  This designation was granted unanimously on March 3, 2021, and again on April 9, 2021, and 
again in remand on November 30, 2022.  St Donato church was granted historic because of the 
expertise, knowledge, and wisdom of all of you who reviewed the nomination for its historic merits.  

I would like to take a moment and reiterate the historical facts of St Donato Church: 

1) St Donato Parish was established in 1910 in the then Haddington/Overbrook section of the 
city of Philadelphia.  The parish and church was established so that the large immigrant 
Italian catholic community would have somewhere to worship and feel welcomed. 

2) The completion of the lower church was in the summer of 1910. The first mass was 
celebrated on July 16, 1910 the feast day of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 

3) By 1911, the Pastor Father Pietro Michetti of St Donato Church/Parish realized two things 
(1) that just establishing a church and parish dedicated to Italian immigrants was not enough 
to call all those that left the catholic faith for protestant churches back to the faith, and (2) 
that with so many families the parish needed to establish a school. Father Michetti prayed 
for help and guidance.  Father’s prayers led him to contact Mother Cabrini to ask for the 
help of her and her missionary sisters. 

4) Mother Cabrini answered this plea and arrived in Overbrook/Philadelphia in 1912. During 
the two years that Mother Cabrini helped serve the Italians of Overbrook she and her 
missionary sisters helped establish St Donato School, an orphanage, and the convent of the 
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. St Donato Church was the only church in 
Philadelphia that St Frances Cabrini worshiped at from 1912 -1914. It was for the church, 
school, and community that St Frances Cabrini came to Overbrook.     

5) Mother Cabrini passed away in 1917 and never got to see the completion of the St Donato’s 
upper church. 

6) On July 7, 1946, Mother Cabrini became St Frances Xavier Cabrini by Pope Pius XII. 
Philadelphia is a very blessed city for it is probably the only city that can say it has had 
multiple saints walk it streets, saints like St Frances Cabrini, St John Neumann, and St 
Katherine Drexel. 

7) On July 7, 1946, the Archbishop of Philadelphia, Cardinal Dougherty held a celebration mass 
in honor of Mother Cabrini being made a saint at St Donato Church. 

8) In October of 1946, the lower church of St Donato’s was declared has Mother Cabrini 
Chapel. 



9) St Donato Church was built and redesigned by architect F. Ferdinand Durang.  The 
cornerstone is dated August 7, 1921. It is has stood solidly for 100 years, it stands has solidly 
today has when it was first built and will still stand for another 100 years or more. 

St Donato church was unanimously designated as Historic on April 9, 2021, because of these facts, 
because of St Donato Church’s history with St Frances Cabrini, because of its history with the Architect F. 
Ferdinand Durang, and because of the history of how the church and Mother Frances Cabrini aided the 
Italian immigrant community of Overbrook. Since April 9, 2021 none of those facts and reasons for 
which you all considered valid reasons to designate St Donato Church has historic has changed.  

Should St Donato Church lose its justly deserved title has a Historic Philadelphia Landmark a travesty will 
occur in Philadelphia. For should you change your vote and opinion St Donato Church will always be a 
part of history it will just become part of Philadelphia’s lost history.  Only you the Philadelphia Historical 
Commission can preserve history.  Only you the Philadelphia Historical Commission can protect and save 
St Donato Church from just becoming another pile of rubble.   

Thank you, 
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��������������������������������� !"#�$����"%&�'"�()*)+,+-�../*.�����/0#"1"#!2%�����0#"1"#!2%��� ����2�3�!&�4/�567��89957��������� !"#�$����"%&:;<=>?@A�:B@CA�DE<CF=G�HICJ�=B@CA�FEB=J�K>EB�EL<JCM=�EK�NC<O�PEQ=>?B=?<G�RE�?E<�FACFS�E?�AC?SJ�E>�ET=?�@<<@FIB=?<JL?A=JJ�OEL�>=FEP?CU=�<I=�J=?M=>GVWXY�ZW[\WY]�̂_�̀aW�bc]̀̂ YcdXe�f̂ [[c]]ĉghig�jkel�mno�pqpro�l̂k�scee�̂gdW�XtXcg�\W�tcuWg�̀aW�̀X]v�̀̂�YWucWs�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �x̂ [Xg�fX̀âecd�fakYda�nqm�y�nqz{̂ Ỳa�|}̀a�ẁYWẀo�_̂Y�ac]̀̂ Ycd�~W]ctgX̀ĉg�����X]v�̀aX̀�saceW�l̂k�XYW�̂gdW�XtXcg�YWucWscgt�̀aW�ac]̀̂ Ycd�uXekW�̂_�ẁV̂ gX̀̂ �fakYda�̀aX̀�l̂k��eWX]W�vWW��cg�[cg~�̀aX̀�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �x̂ [Xg�fX̀âecd�fakYda�sX]�tYXg̀W~�ac]̀̂ Ycd�Xg~�eXdW~�̂g�̀aW��aceX~We�acX�xWtc]̀Yl�aX]�X��aceX~We�acX�bc]̀̂ YcdXe��Xg~[XYv�̂g���Yce�zo�pqpm����ac]�~W]ctgX̀ĉgsX]�tYXg̀W~�kgXgc[̂ k]el�̂g�ZXYda�ro�pqpmo�Xg~�XtXcg�̂g���Yce�zo�pqpmo�Xg~�XtXcg�cg�YW[Xg~�̂g�{̂ uW[\WY�rqopqpp���ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �dakYda�sX]�tYXg̀W~�ac]̀̂ Ycd�\WdXk]W�̂_�̀aW�W��WỲc]Wo�vĝseW~tWo�Xg~�sc]~̂[�̂_�Xee�̂_�l̂ksâ�YWucWsW~�̀aW�ĝ[cgX̀ĉg�_̂Y�c̀]�ac]̀̂ Ycd�[WYc̀]���ŝ ke~�ecvW�̀̂�̀XvW�X�[̂ [Wg̀�Xg~�YWc̀WYX̀W�̀aW�ac]̀̂ YcdXe�_Xd̀]�̂_�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �fakYdahm������ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ ��XYc]a�sX]�W]̀X\ec]aW~�cg�mzmq�cg�̀aW�̀aWg�bX~~cgt̀̂ g�iuWY\Ŷ v̂�]Wd̀ĉg�̂_�̀aW�dc̀l�̂_�aceX~We�acX����aW��XYc]a�Xg~�dakYda�sX]�W]̀X\ec]aW~�]̂�̀aX̀�̀aW�eXYtW�c[[ctYXg̀��̀XecXg�dX̀âecdd̂[[kgc̀l�ŝ ke~�aXuW�]̂[WsaWYW�̀̂�ŝ Y]ac��Xg~�_WWe�sWed̂[W~�p�������aW�d̂[�eẀĉg�̂_�̀aW�êsWY�dakYda�sX]�cg�̀aW�]k[[WY�̂_�mzmq���aW�_cY]̀�[X]]�sX]�dWeW\YX̀W~�̂gjkel�m|o�mzmq�̀aW�_WX]̀�~Xl�̂_�ikY��X~l�̂_�Ẑ kg̀�fXY[We�r�������l�mzmmo�̀aW��X]̀̂ Y��X̀aWY��cẀŶ�ZcdaẀ̀c�̂_�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �fakYda��XYc]a�YWXec�W~�̀ŝ �̀acgt]��m��̀aX̀�k]̀�W]̀X\ec]acgt�X�dakYda�Xg~��XYc]a�~W~cdX̀W~�̀̂��̀XecXg�c[[ctYXg̀]�sX]�ĝ �̀Wĝkta�̀̂�dXee�Xee�̀â]WàX̀�eW_̀�̀aW�dX̀âecd�_Xc̀a�_̂Y��ŶẀ]̀Xg̀�dakYdaW]�\Xdv�̀̂�̀aW�_Xc̀ao�Xg~��p��̀aX̀�sc̀a�]̂�[Xgl�_X[cecW]àW��XYc]a�gWW~W~�̀̂�W]̀X\ec]a�X�]dâ ê���X̀aWY�ZcdaẀ̀c��YXlW~�_̂Y�aWe��Xg~�tkc~XgdW����X̀aWY�]�YXlWY]�eW~�ac[�̀̂�d̂g̀Xd̀�Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc�̀̂�X]v�_̂Y�̀aW�aWe��̂_�aWY�Xg~�aWY�[c]]ĉgXYl�]c]̀WY]�n������Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc�Xg]sWYW~�̀ac]��eWX�Xg~�XYYcuW~�cg�iuWY\Ŷ v̂��aceX~We�acX�cg�mzmp��VkYcgt�̀aW�̀ŝlWXY]�̀aX̀�Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc�aWe�W~�]WYuW�̀aW��̀XecXg]�̂_�iuWY\Ŷ v̂�]aW�Xg~�aWY�[c]]ĉgXYl�]c]̀WY]aWe�W~�W]̀X\ec]a�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �wdâ êo�Xg�̂Y�aXgXtWo�Xg~�̀aW�d̂guWg̀�̂_�̀aW�Zc]]ĉgXYl�wc]̀WY]�̂_�̀aWwXdYW~�bWXỲ�̂_�jW]k]��ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �fakYda��@J�<I=�E?AO�dakYda�cg��aceX~We�acX�̀aX̀�ẁ��YXgdW]fX\Ycgc�ŝ Y]ac�W~�X̀�_Ŷ[�mzmp��mzmn���̀�sX]�_̂Y�̀aW�dakYdao�]dâ êo�Xg~�d̂[[kgc̀l�̀aX̀�ẁ��YXgdW]fX\Ycgc�dX[W�̀̂�iuWY\Ŷ v̂����}������Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc��X]]W~�XsXl�cg�mzm��Xg~�gWuWY�t̂ �̀̂̀�]WW�̀aW�d̂[�eẀĉg�̂_�̀aW�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �]k��WY�dakYda�|������ig�jkel��o�mzn|o�Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc�\WdX[W�ẁ��YXgdW]��XucWY�fX\Ycgc�\l��̂�W��ck]������aceX~We�acX�c]�X�uWYl�\eW]]W~�dc̀l�_̂Y�c̀�c]��Ŷ\X\el�̀aW�̂gel�dc̀l�̀aX̀�dXg�]Xl�c̀�aX]�aX~�[kèc�eW�]Xcg̀]sXev�c̀�]̀YWẀ]o�]Xcg̀]�ecvW�ẁ��YXgdW]�fX\Ycgco�ẁ�ĵag�{Wk[Xggo�Xg~�ẁ��X̀aWYcgW�VYW�We��������ig�jkel��o�mzn|o�̀aW��Yda\c]â��̂_��aceX~We�acXo�fXY~cgXe�V̂ ktaWỲl�aWe~�X�dWeW\YX̀ĉg�[X]]�cgâĝY�̂_�Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc�\Wcgt�[X~W�X�]Xcg̀�X̀�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �fakYda���������g�id̀̂ \WY�̂_�mzn|o�̀aW�êsWY�dakYda�̂_�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �]�sX]�~WdeXYW~�aX]�Ẑ àWY�fX\Ycgc�faX�We�z������ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �fakYda�sX]�\kcè�Xg~�YW~W]ctgW~�\l�XYdac̀Wd̀�����WY~cgXg~�VkYXgt����aW�d̂YgWY]̀̂ gWc]�~X̀W~��ktk]̀��o�mzpm���̀�c]�aX]�]̀̂ ~̂�]̂ec~el�_̂Y�mqq�lWXY]o�c̀�]̀Xg~]�aX]�]̂ec~el�̀̂~Xl�aX]�saWg�c̀sX]�_cY]̀�\kcè�Xg~�scee�]̀cee�]̀Xg~�_̂Y�Xĝ àWY�mqq�lWXY]�̂Y�[̂ YW�ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �dakYda�sX]�kgXgc[̂ k]el�~W]ctgX̀W~�X]�bc]̀̂ Ycd�̂g���Yce�zo�pqpmo�\WdXk]W�̂_�̀aW]W�_Xd̀]o�\WdXk]W�̂_ẁ�V̂ gX̀̂ �fakYda�]�ac]̀̂ Yl�sc̀a�ẁ��YXgdW]�fX\Ycgco�\WdXk]W�̂_�c̀]�ac]̀̂ Yl�sc̀a�̀aW��Ydac̀Wd̀�����WY~cgXg~VkYXgto�Xg~�\WdXk]W�̂_�̀aW�ac]̀̂ Yl�̂_�âs�̀aW�dakYda�Xg~�Ẑ àWY��YXgdW]�fX\Ycgc�Xc~W~�̀aW��̀XecXg�c[[ctYXg̀
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��������������������� �!������������� "#�$�%&'&()(*���+,%�-./�+0123214�$5�6�!0123214�$5�6�-75���8�4"9:;<=>?@�9A?B@�CD;BE<F�GHBI�<A?B@�EDA<I�J=DA�DK;IBL<�DJ�MB;N�ODP<=>A<>;F�QD�>D;�E@BER�D>�@B>RI�D=�DS<>?;;?EHA<>;I�K>@<II�NDK�=<EDO>BT<�;H<�I<>L<=FUVWX�YZ[[\]]\ẐVX_]�Z̀�abV�cb\dWeVdfb\W�g\]aZX\hWd�YZ[[\]]\Ẑi����jZkX�g\]aZX\hWd�UV]\l̂Wa\Ẑ�Z̀�mW\̂a�UẐWaZ�YbkXhb�\̂�nonpi�qW]�W�X\lba�Ŵe�WhhkXWaV�eVh\]\Ẑr�mW\̂a�UẐWaZYbkXhb�[Va�abV�hX\aVX\W�aZ�sV�[WeV�b\]aZX\hWd�\̂�nonp�Ŵe�aZeWt�\̂�nonu�mW\̂a�UẐWaZ�YbkXhb�]a\dd�[VVa]�abVhX\aVX\W�aZ�sV�b\]aZX\hWdr�����v̀�abV�b\]aZX\hWd�eV]\l̂Wa\Ẑ�\]�XV[ZwVe�\a�q\dd�[WXl\̂Wd\xV�abV�\̂aVlXWd�fWXa�abWa�yZ[V̂i�v[[\lXŴa]i�vaWd\Ŵz[VX\hŴ]�Ŵe�YWabZd\h]i�fdWtVe�\̂�cb\dWeVdfb\W_]��b\]aZXtr���mW\̂a�{ZabVX�YWsX\̂\i�sXZ|V�abXZklb�abV�fXV}ke\hV]�Z̀�bVX�eWt]�aZ�sVhZ[V�Ŵ�\̂hXVe\sdV�XZdV�[ZeVd�aZ�WddqZ[V̂�Ŵe�Wdd�\[[\lXŴa]�bVXV�\̂�cb\dWeVdfb\Wi�W]�qVdd�W]i�WXZk̂e�abV�qZXder�ma�UẐWaZ�YbkXhb�\]�}k]a�̂Za�Wsk\de\̂l�sVWka\̀kd�bW]�\a�\]r�va_]�abV�bZddZqVe�lXZk̂e�qbVXV�abV�̀\X]a�z[VX\hŴ�mW\̂a�WhakWddt�qWd|Vei�qZX]b\fVeŴe�lZa�bVX�]aXV̂lab�̀XZ[�~Ze�aZ�hWXXt�Zka�bVX�[\]]\Ẑ]r�mW\̂a�{ZabVX�YWsX\̂\�aZkhbVe�]Z�[Ŵt�d\wV]�\̂cb\dWeVdfb\W�\a]�bWXe�aZ�lXW]f�abV�̀WX�XVWhb\̂l�\[fWha�abWa�bVX�qZX|�Ŵe�fXV]V̂hV�bWer�����mW\̂a�{ZabVX�YWsX\̂\_]i�fXV]V̂hV�Wa�abV�mW\̂a�UẐWaZ�YbkXhb�\]�Ŵ�\[fZXaŴai�\̂aVlXWd��fWXa�Z̀�abV�g\]aZXt�Z̀cb\dWeVdfb\Wr�mW\̂a�{ZabVX�YWsX\̂\i�]aŴe]�W]�W�bklV�XZdV�[ZeVd�aZ�z���yZ[V̂�Ŵe�z���v[[\lXŴa]r��Z�bWwVabV�fdWhV�qbVXV�abV�cW]aZX�W]|Ve�mW\̂a�{ZabVX�YWsX\̂\�aZ�hZ[V�aZ�mW\̂a�UẐWaZ_]�aZ�bVdf�̀\lba�WlW\̂]a�abVfXV}ke\hV�abWa�qW]�aW|\̂l�fdWhV�\̂��wVXsXZZ|�cb\dWeVdfb\W�Wh|̂ZqdVelVe�Ŵe�fXV]VXwVe�abV�cb\dWeVdfb\Wg\]aZX\hWd�YZ[[\]]\Ẑ�q\dd�|VVf�\a�bW]�Ŵ�\[fZXaŴa��fWXa�Z̀�abV�̀WsX\h�Z̀�cb\dWeVdfb\Wi�ab\]�hZ[[k̂\ati�ŴesVtẐer���bŴ|�tZk�̀ZX�tZkX�a\[V��YZddVV̂�gW[[Vd
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To whom it may concern,

I would like to thank and acknowledge the Philadelphia Historical
Commission for their work in maintaining historic architecture for future
generations to enjoy. My name is Christopher Daniels. I am a lifelong resident of
West Philadelphia, a devout Catholic, and a teacher at Saint Frances Cabrini
School. I am writing this letter in support of Saint Donato's being recognized and
maintained as a Historical site and listed on the Philadelphia Register for Historic
Places. Saint Donato's, like many churches in the city of Philadelphia, has a rich
erhistory, one that deserves to be preserved. Built to serve the underserved Italian
immigrants, Saint Donato's grew and evolved over the years. While the parish
itself has been suppressed, its suppression should be used as a springboard for
ways forward that can benefit the Overbrook area. Churches provide a rich and
unique history that many institutions simply cannot rival. Churches are the places
where people are baptized, married and ultimately buried. To deconsecrate,
demolish and destroy completely erases the sacredness that the ground possesses. It
is my firm belief that if the nomination is rescinded today, that a grave sin will
have been committed.

As a reminder, I would like to point to the former Our Lady of the Rosary
Church, located just a short distance away, at 63rd and Callowhill. Despite public
outcry, protest and preservation efforts, the church was ultimately demolished and
an empty field now rests in its place. The West Philadelphia/Overbrook
Community simply cannot afford to lose another religious/historical landmark. It
would behoove the Historical Commision to maintain the current designation as
stands and ensure that Saint Donato's Church remains a staple in the community
for decades/centuries to come.

Sincerely,
Christopher Daniels



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commision,
My name is Amirah Horner- Waples. I am an eighth grade

student at Saint Francis Cabrini School. I am writing this letter
of support in favor of Saint Donato’s Church because the church
is very historical and has significant history to the Italian
community who first started here and shared their faith. Unlike
many Churches, this Church is one of the only churches that
have had a saint walk in it. To me this Church is very
important since it’s one of the few churches in this area that
share, teach, and spread their catholic faith. It means a lot to
me since it’s a part of the community and the people who come
here. Overall, I hope this Church will be Preserved so it will
have a long lasting effect on its current community and the
community that is to come.

Sincerely,
Amirah Horner- Waples



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commision,

My name is Cameron Hackshaw. I am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances
Cabrini School. I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Dinato’s Church
because it should be a historical landmark, the inside and outside is a truly beautiful
place. It has been around since 1910, a place where many people who have been a
part of our school have graduated. When you close it and are so openly trying to
change it, it’s almost like trying to change things that have been around since people
were children. It’s a place of love and worship. It's amazing. It would be no big
reason why our church should ever be destroyed. It’s a place where hundreds upon
hundreds of people got married and worshiped. It could be a place where people
found hope and solace in our lord, when we were lost and here you are letting it ever
be destroyed. It could be so far as to say terrible that you would allow something like
that, a place of the Lord, God’s house. It’s already close down and nobody knows
what might happen in the future. This isn’t any old church respectfully, this church is
for the public and not only that a school full of many children, who will never get a
chance to go in and see the beauty in there. It’s like if people like ally were to allow
your high school to be demolished and closed for years. A place where you see so
many people graduate and you were hoping that one day you would walk down,
finally graduating elementary school . Starting your new life as a high schooler. It
would truly be terrible if before I was even able to graduate to a place where I saw
my brother graduate, a place where I worship my lord, and a place I’ve been to since
I was baby would be destroyed all in one day. I honestly feel as though no church
should ever be destroyed, especially in times like this you're destroying somebody's
place of worship when our economy has failed us, people doing idiotic things for no
reason. People forget what sin truly is. It’s terrible that anyone would allow a church
to get destroyed. We would hate another church like Boys Latin which just stands
there in ruble. Before you decide to answer if you want it to be a historical place or
not possibly even get destroyed remember it’s a place of the lord,

Sincerely Cameron Hackshaw



My name is Damarques Davis. I am an eighth grade student at St.
Frances Cabrini school. I amwriting this letter of support in favor of St.
Donato’s church, because historical buildings shouldn’t be taken down,
they should not be altered in any way, the reason for this is its history.
For example it’s like burning all history books, it's taking away history,
the church is a staple in the community along with the school. Many
people have seen their family get married, go to Christ, andmore. So it
would take away from them and this community doesn't really have a
parish. They contribute to the community so it would be lowering the
community.

Sin����l�, Dam����es Dav��. Tha�� yo� fo� ta���g
yo�� ti�� to re�� t�i� me���g�.



Dear ,

Philadelphia Historical Commission ,my name is Dylanrae. I am an eighth grade
student at Saint frances cabrini school. I am writing this letter in support of Saint
Dantos church because I think it will be really good for my school. We could have
mass there again , we can maybe even have our graduation there instead of saint
cyprian. My school is literally having mass in our cafeteria which is kinda bad
because the cafeteria has to change and we gotta eat lunch upstairs on days we
have mass , so i think we should be able to have it at saint dantos church.

Sincerely , Dylanrae.



Isir Thomas
8th

Religion

My name is Isir Thomas. I Am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances Cabrini School. I am
writing this letter in support of Saint Donato’s church because, when I was younger I used to go
there and I have many, many memories there. My grandma used to take me there a lot when I
was younger. It was also a way for a lot of people from the community to learn about our Lord.
Another reason I think the church she stayed at is because of how long it's been there for so long.
Thank you for taking the time out of your day to read this letter, Sincerely Isir Thomas.



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission ,

My name is Jaeda Johnson. I am an eighth grade student at Saint
Frances Cabrini School. I am writing this letter of support in favor of
Saint Danato’s Church because the church really holds lots of
memories to thousands, maybe even millions of people. It would be
nice to keep it open so that maybe us eighth graders like me and
even the ones after us could graduate at the church. Keeping this
church would mean because back when it was built it has built so
many memories and everyone including me is trying their best in our
power to save it because it means so much to us. We would not want
our lovely church to be closed down or even possibly demolished
because that church means something to us. You would not want
anyone to take something away that you loved so why would they
ever take away our dear loving church. Churches in general are not
just a building its something more than that but overall we would be
very thankful if you leave our church be.

Sincerely ,

Jaeda Johnson



Dear Philadelphia Historical commission , my name jayla simms . I am a student at st frances
cabrini school . I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint donatos church because this
place is historical . it had been around for decades. I believe tearing it down will tear down its
history . this would also be an amazing place to graduate .

Yours truly , Jayla simms



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission,
My Name is Joshua Obeng-Dapaah. I am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances Cabrini
School. I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Donatos Church because this church
is a part of our community and history. The church has been host to many events. As a child my
class and I would go to the church for mass. People were married and buried in that church. Our
Model and Patron; Saint Frances Cabrini, even walked along the ground of our church. I hope
you read this and consider leaving our church alone as a historical place.

Sincerely,
Joshua Obeng-Dapaah



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission, My name is Kaden Adolphus. I

Am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances Cabrini School. I am writing

this letter of support in favor of Saint Dinatois Church because it's a place

where you can connect with your friends and community. Also churches

might help people in need, like providing food or support, and if it closes,

those people might not get help anymore. Finally, it's a place to learn

about your faith and grow as a person. So, keeping the church open can

be important for our social life, helping others, and growing in our

beliefs.

Your� Trul�, Kade� Adolphu�



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission,

My name is Kamirah Smith. I am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances
Cabrini School. I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Danato’s
Church because I have many memories. A couple examples of this, when my 3rd
grade class put on the stations of the cross for the school and parish. Along with
the many masses I’ve attended in the church. I would like to have the luxury of
graduating in the Church next to my school. Opening the church would mean we
could have proper mass in the Church instead of the cafeteria. Our cafeteria is
used for lunch and talking, This gives the wrong impression during mass.

Thank you for your time, Kamirah Smith



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission,

My name is Kelen White and I am in the eighth grade at Saint Frances Cabrini school.
Churches are good for the community and we need them to stay up and remain so that we can
practice religion and know more about it so we can know the name of our God.

Have a good day,
Kelen White.



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commision,

My name is Kylie Holman. I am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances Cabrini School. I am
writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Donato’s Church because I grew up with this
church. I felt so comfortable and I really really loved it dearly. We made so many memories in
that church and I'd really like to have it back.

Sincerely,
Kylie Holman



Dear Philadelphi� Historica� Commissio�,
M� nam� i� Kynda� Wrigh�. I a� a� eight� grad� studen� a� Sain�
France� Cabrin� Schoo�. I a� writin� thi� letter of suppor� i� favor of
Sain� Donat�’� Churc� becaus� th� Sain� Donat�’� Churc� i� �
historica� sit� an� i� bring� reall� goo� memorie� whe� w� use� t� d�
Mas� i� th� churc�. T� m� i�’� ver� importan� an� specia� becaus� eve�
thoug� nobod� goe� i�, i� stil� bring� variou� memorie� an� goo� time�.
�i� churc� mean� � lo� t� th� student� of Sain� France� Cabrin�. I� wa�
� plac� wher� w� woul� pra� an� lear� mor� abou� Our Lor�. ��
churc� ha� man� historica� feature� an� detail� t� reall� loo� a� an�
�amin�. I� i� � beauti�� plac� an� w� never wan� t� l�� i�. S� Donat�’�
Churc� i� � par� of our communit� an� wil� reall� help peopl� se� tha� i�
i� � sacre� an� hol� plac� t� b�. �an� yo� for readin� thi� letter t�
suppor� our Churc�.

Sincerel�,
Kynda� Wrigh�



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission,

My name is Meia Smith-Ricketts. I am an 8th grade student at St. Frances Cabrini School and I
am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Dinato’s Church because I’m requesting that
you do not tear down or demolish the Church. I am asking this because this Church is directly
next to our school and we used to worship in it a couple of years prior to the pandemic and we
haven't been in it since. I want to ask you to save the Church because since we cannot access
the Church we’ve had to have mass in our cafeteria, and I would like to worship God in our
temple like we used to and I would also like to graduate there. Please understand me and my
request

Sincerely, Meia Smith-Ricketts



Dear philadelphia Historical community, My name is Nevaeh Pearce I am an eighth grade
student at saint frances cabrini schoolI am writing this letter of support in favor of saint donatos
church because we must keep the memories amd keep up things that stayed long for history
and can be passed on for many more generations and remind or to tell people what happened
years ago and how it only was two races around here, so we have to keep it up show everyone
how it is and used to be.



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission,
My name is Rashi Summers Jr. I am an eighth grader student at Saint Frances Cabrini School.
I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Donato’s Church because I remember when I
was a little kid going into that church. That church to me was amazing and was a very beautiful
church. It is a very historic church and our school saint walked in that very building. I am very
worried about that church because I want to graduate there. Please open up the church again
and make it historical because many kids like me want it and love it.

SIncerely, Rashi Summers Jr.



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commissions my name is Shaniyah Lucas I a 8th grade student at
st frances cabrini school.I am writing this letter of support in favor of saint donatos church
because I grew up in the church, we had a lot of our plays for mass in there.I would also love to
graduate in there because of how much it means to me.We also had all of our masses in there
before it closed.I would love for the church to open back up just so that me ( and my class)
could see it for one last time.

Sincerely,
Shaniyah Lucas



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission, My name is Aiden
Hamilton. I am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances Cabrini
School. I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Donatos
Church because when I went to the church I used to enjoy my time in
the church and seeing other people that weren't associated with the
school going to the church. I want this church to not be demolished
because even though I didn’t build the church or go to church other
than when we had mass or the praise dancing I still liked the paintings
and everything about the church. I liked the statues. I liked everything
about the church. It doesn’t have a significant place in my heart but I
still loved the church.

Sincerely,
Aiden Hamilton



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission, my name is Sumayah
Patterson I am an eighth grade student at Saint Frances Cabrini
School. I am writing this letter of support in favor of Saint Donatos
Church because I personally think that it should reopen, if this was
to happen we would be able to have proper mass instead of having
it in the cafeteria. Another benefit of the church reopening is we
would be able to graduate there instead of going a further distance
to a completely di�erent church, when we were younger we would
have mass every often in there. A Lot of good memories have been
held in that church, not just for me but many others in the school.

From- sumayah patterson, God bless.



Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission, My name is Zamirah Scott I am an eighth grade
student at Saint Frances Cabrini School I am writing this letter of support in favor of saint
donatos. Church because.. I want to graduate from this church. I feel like it would be a great
opportunity and an amazing memory to see my old church for the last time. Sincerely, Zamirah
Scott.



Philadelphia Historical Commission,

My name is Chelsea. I am an eighth grade student at st frances cabrini school.I am writing this
letter of support in favor of St.Donatos Church because it has been moved around for so long
and i have lots of memories. I've been going to the church ever since starting at St Frances
Cabrini which was about 8-9 years ago. It holds a special place in my heart and I feel like it
should stay. Not only does it mean alot to me but a lot of the other students here at St Frances.
Please take this letter into consideration.

Sincerely,

Chelsea




