
ADDRESS: 401-09 N 65TH ST 
Name of Resource: St. Donato’s Roman Catholic Church 
Review: Reconsider Designation on Remand 
Property Owner: Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Parish 
Appellant: Conor Larkin, Esq., Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov 

OVERVIEW: The Historical Commission designated the property at 401-09 N. 65th Street on 9 
April 2021, finding that the St. Donato’s church satisfied Criteria for Designation A, E, and J. The 
property owner did not participate in the Historical Commission’s review of the nomination on 9 
April 2021 or the Committee on Historic Designation’s review of it on 3 March 2021.  

In August 2021, the property owner appealed the designation, claiming that it did not receive 
notice of the reviews. In response to the appeal, in June 2022, the Court of Common Pleas 
remanded the matter to the Historical Commission for a new review providing the property 
owner with an opportunity to participate. Attorney Neil Sklaroff filed the appeal on behalf of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Parish, the property owner. St. Donato’s had merged with Our Lady of 
Lourdes in 2013. More recently, attorney Conor Larkin has taken over the appeal case on 
behalf of Our Lady of Lourdes. The property remains under the Historical Commission’s 
jurisdiction during the new review of the nomination. 

On 24 October 2022, Celeste Morello, who had submitted the nomination for St. Donato’s, sent 
a message to the Historical Commission’s attorney indicating that she wanted to withdraw her 
nomination. The Historical Commission no longer allows nominators to unilaterally withdraw 
their nominations but does consider and sometimes accept withdrawal requests. However, in 
this case, the property has already been designated and is being reconsidered on appeal, and 
therefore a withdrawal request may have little or no bearing on the proceedings. 

The Committee on Historic Designation reviewed the nomination a second time on 30 
November 2022 and recommended that the property satisfies Criteria for Designation A, E, and 
J. The matter has been continued since the November 2022 review.

The nomination contends that St. Donato’s Roman Catholic Church, completed in 1922, 
satisfies Criteria for Designation A and E. Criterion J is also checked on the nomination form, 
but is not discussed in the nomination. Under Criterion A, the nomination contends that St. 
Donato’s Roman Catholic Church is significant for its association with St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, the first Roman Catholic saint in the United States, whose order focused on ministry to 
Italians in this West Philadelphia neighborhood, resulting in sufficient funds to finish the 
construction of the church building. Under Criterion E, the nomination argues that the church 
building is the work of Francis Ferdinand Durang, the son of Edwin Durang, whose firm 
specialized in the ecclesiastical design of Roman Catholic churches, which significantly 
influenced the architectural development of the City and Commonwealth. 

Attached, please find the nomination, the minutes of the Committee of Historic Designation's 
second review, after the remand, the minutes of the Historical Commission’s and Committee on 
Historic Designation’s original reviews of the nomination, the court order remanding the matter 
to the Historical Commission, and the correspondence from nominator Celeste Morello. 

The staff suggests that the Historical Commission address the nominator's withdrawal request 
first and then, if the withdrawal request is rejected, the merits of the nomination itself. 

mailto:laura.dipasquale@phila.gov
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

30 NOVEMBER 2022, 9:30 A.M.
REMOTE MEETING ON ZOOM

EMILY COOPERMAN, CHAIR

CALL TO ORDER

START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 00:00:00 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. The following Committee members joined 
her: 

Committee Member Present Absent Comment

Emily Cooperman, Ph.D., chair X

Suzanna Barucco X

Jeff Cohen, Ph.D. X

Bruce Laverty X

Debbie Miller X

Elizabeth Milroy, Ph.D. X

The meeting was held remotely via Zoom video and audio-conferencing software.

The following staff members were present: 
Jon Farnham, Executive Director
Kim Chantry, Historic Preservation Planner III 
Laura DiPasquale, Historic Preservation Planner III
Shannon Garrison, Historic Preservation Planner II
Heather Hendrickson, Historic Preservation Planner I
Allyson Mehley, Historic Preservation Planner II
Ted Maust, Historic Preservation Planner I
Alex Till, Historic Preservation Planner I

The following persons attended the online meeting: 
David Traub, Save Our Sites
Meeka Outlaw
Raymond Rola
John Cacciamani
Charlie Warre
Eloise Young
Jay Farrell
Robert Careless, Esq.
Celeste Morello
Tim Kerner, CRCA
Brenda Bailey
Oscar Beisert
Sean Whalen, Esq., Vintage Law
Catherine Brzozowski

Latest Committee Recommendation
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ITEM: 8835 Germantown Ave
MOTION: Designate, Criteria C, D, E, and J, excluding parking garage
MOVED BY: Cohen
SECONDED BY: Milroy

VOTE

Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent

Emily Cooperman, chair X

Suzanna Barucco X

Jeff Cohen X

Bruce Laverty X

Debbie Miller X

Elizabeth Milroy X

Total 5 1

ADDRESS: 401-09 N 65TH ST
Name of Resource: St. Donato’s Roman Catholic Church
Review: Reconsider Designation on Remand
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia/Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Parish
Appellant: Conor Larkin, Esq., Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: The Historical Commission designated the property at 401-09 N. 65th Street on 9
April 2021, finding that the church originally called St. Donato’s and now called St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini satisfied Criteria for Designation A, E, and J. The property owner did not 
participate in the Historical Commission’s review of the nomination on 9 April 2021 or the 
Committee on Historic Designation’s review of it on 3 March 2021.

In August 2021, the property owner appealed the designation, claiming that it did not receive
notice of the reviews. In response to the appeal, in June 2022, the Court of Common Pleas
remanded the matter to the Historical Commission for a new review providing the property
owner with an opportunity to participate. Attorney Neil Sklaroff filed the appeal on behalf of Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Parish, the property owner. St. Donato’s had merged with Our Lady of
Lourdes in 2013. Recently, attorney Conor Larkin has taken over the appeal case on behalf of
Our Lady of Lourdes. The property remains under the Historical Commission’s jurisdiction
during the new review of the nomination.

On 24 October 2022, Celeste Morello, who had submitted the nomination for St. Donato’s, sent
a message to the Historical Commission’s attorney indicating that she wanted to withdraw her
nomination. The Historical Commission no longer allows nominators to unilaterally withdraw
their nominations but does consider and sometimes accept withdrawal requests. However, in
this case, the property has already been designated and is being reconsidered on appeal, and,
therefore, a withdrawal request may have little or no bearing on the proceedings.

The nomination contends that St. Donato’s Roman Catholic Church, completed in 1922,
satisfies Criteria for Designation A and E. Criterion J is also checked on the nomination form,
but is not discussed in the nomination. Under Criterion A, the nomination contends that St.
Donato’s Roman Catholic Church is significant for its association with St. Frances Xavier
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Cabrini, the first Roman Catholic saint in the United States, whose order focused on ministry to
Italians in this West Philadelphia neighborhood, resulting in sufficient funds to finish the
construction of the church building. Under Criterion E, the nomination argues that the church
building is the work of Francis Ferdinand Durang, the son of Edwin Durang, whose firm
specialized in the ecclesiastical design of Roman Catholic churches, which significantly
influenced the architectural development of the City and Commonwealth.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff suggests that the Committee on Historic Designation
provide a recommendation on the merits of the claims made in the nomination and leave 
questions regarding a potential withdrawal to the Historical Commission.

START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 02:54:25

RECUSAL:
Mr. Laverty recused because of a disagreement between the nominator and the 
organization at which he works.

PRESENTERS:
Mr. Farnham presented the nomination to the Committee on Historic Designation.
Celeste Morello participated as the nominator.
Attorney Conor Larkin represented the property owner. 

DISCUSSION:
Ms. Morello was unable to unmute herself and therefore unable to speak first.
Mr. Larkin appeared on behalf of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, the owner of the 
property. He thanked the Committee for the opportunity to speak. He displayed a 
Powerpoint presentation. He asked the Committee to reconsider its earlier 
recommendation. He stated that the church does not satisfy the Criteria for 
Designation laid out in the nomination. He explained that the church closed in 2013. 
The nomination was submitted in December 2019. The notice letters were issued in 
December 2020. The Historical Commission designated the property in April 2021. 
The designation was appealed to the Court of Commons Pleas, which remanded the 
nomination back to the Historical Commission and this Committee for new reviews in 
June 2022. Ms. Morello, the nominator, submitted a letter requesting to withdraw the 
nomination in October 2022. The Historical Commission will consider her request to 
withdraw at its January 2023 meeting. Regarding the Criterion A, the nomination 
misconstrued St. Frances Xavier Cabrini’s relationship with the church. Mother 
Cabrini’s work was focused on the school, not the church, and Mother Cabrini died in 
in Chicago in 1917, five years before the church was dedicated in 1922. Regarding 
Criterion E, the church was designed by Ferdinand Durang, who is not a significant 
architect. The church was not designed by significant architect Edwin Durang, 
Ferdinand’s father. The church is a minor, later work by the Durang Office and there 
are many better examples of Edwin Durang’s work throughout Philadelphia. Mr. 
Larkin noted that the nominator has requested to withdraw the nomination because 
the former parishioners of St. Donato’s Church are indifferent to it and have 
relocated from the area. The Italian American community that attended the church 
has left the area. He stated that it is in the best interest of the community to not 
designate the church, so that it can be adaptively reused for a new purpose as 
efficiently and economically as possible. Mr. Larkin concluded that the property 
owner, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, which took control of St. Donato’s Church when 
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it closed in 2013, is opposed to the designation and contends that the property does 
not satisfy any Criteria for Designation.
Ms. Cooperman asked Mr. Larkin to explain who actually holds the title to the 
property.
o Mr. Larkin stated that the Archdiocese holds the title through the parish, Our

Lady of Lourdes. He added that the parish is working with the blessing of the
Ardiocese.

Ms. Morello stated that it is her wish and desire, as the nominator, to withdraw the 
nomination. She remarked that her statement provided her reasons for withdrawing. 
She concluded that “that is the end of this.”
Ms. Barucco supported the designation of the church.
Mr. Cohen stated that this is one of Ms. Morello’s better nominations. Most of her 
nominations are idiosyncratic, but this one in fact discusses the historical context of 
the church. He stated that this church is representative of the Italian American
community that existed in the area. He stated that this church is evocative of Italian 
churches. It is less inventive than the work of Edwin Durang, the father, but is 
representative of the work Ferdinand Durang, the son.
Ms. Milroy agreed with Mr. Cohen.
Ms. Miller stated that she sees no reason to deviate from the Committee’s earlier 
recommendation. The church and its history have not changed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:
John Millon stated that this church is important for its association to St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini. He supported the designation of the property. He stated that the 
former parishioners should have an opportunity to redevelop the church as a shrine 
to St. Frances.
Joseph Pagano stated that the property should be designated for its relationship to 
St. Frances. He stated that the parish closed but the church did not; it was still used 
for funerals, weddings, and other events. The church looks like it is in Rome, Italy. 
He stated that he is in the process of creating a non-profit organization to run a 
shrine to St. Frances.
Karen Hammel introduced herself as a member of the Society of St. Frances Cabrini, 
which is seeking to turn the church into a shrine. She stated that nothing about the 
significance has changed since the last review. She supports the designation of the 
property. She concluded that Ms. Morello is seeking to withdraw her nomination for 
personal reasons unrelated to the church’s significance.
David Traub of Save Our Sites supported the designation. He stated that the church 
building is indeed very handsome.
Christopher Daniels introduced himself as a teacher at the St. Frances Cabrini 
School. He supported the designation. He noted that he is a lifelong resident of West 
Philadelphia. He stated that the church has aesthetic value.
Paul Steinke of the Preservation Alliance supported the designation of the church.
Bonita Veltronte noted that she was a parishioner at St. Donato’s. She stated that 
she is in support of the designation of the church, owing to the significance of St. 
Frances.
Leannett Hill introduced herself as a neighbor who resides across the street. She 
added that she is associated with the Friends of Granahan Playground, which is near 
the church. She stated that she and the Friends group are in support of the 
designation. She questioned Ms. Morello’s withdrawal request.
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Meeka Outlaw stated that she is a teacher at St. Frances Cabrini School. She stated 
that she attended Catholic school and then taught at another Catholic church. She 
stated that the students attend a Catholic school adjacent to a Catholic church, but
they cannot visit the church. She stated that the building is important because the 
children can see, touch, and feel it, rather than just looking at photographs of a lost 
church. She questioned Ms. Morello’s withdrawal request. She stated that it does not 
make sense because she usually fights for the designations of churches.
Eloise Young stated that she is a lifelong resident of the area and the RCO facilitator. 
She supported retaining the designation of the church.
Marian Ciaccia stated that she was raised on the block where the church stands. Her 
family worshipped at the church. She worked at the church. She stated that she 
supports the creation of the shrine and the designation of the church.

COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS:
The Committee on Historic Designation found that:

The church is associated with St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first Roman Catholic 
saint in the United States.
The church was designed by Ferdinand Durang and completed in 1922.

The Committee on Historic Designation concluded that:
St. Donato’s Roman Catholic Church is significant for its association with St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini, the first Roman Catholic saint in the United States, whose order 
focused on ministry to Italians in this West Philadelphia neighborhood, resulting in 
sufficient funds to finish the construction of the church building, satisfying Criterion A.
The church building is the work of Francis Ferdinand Durang, the son of Edwin 
Durang, whose firm specialized in the ecclesiastical design of Roman Catholic 
churches that significantly influenced the architectural development of the City and 
Commonwealth, satisfying Criterion E.
The church exemplifies the heritage of the Italian American community, satisfying 
Criterion J.

COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION: The Committee on Historic 
Designation voted to recommend that the nomination demonstrates that the property at 401-09 
N. 65th Street satisfies Criteria for Designation A, E, and J, and should be designated as historic 
and listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.
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ITEM: 401-09 N 65th St 
MOTION: Designate, Criteria A, E, and J 
MOVED BY: Milroy 
SECONDED BY: Cohen 

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X 
Suzanna Barucco X 
Jeff Cohen X 
Bruce Laverty X 
Debbie Miller X 
Elizabeth Milroy X 

Total 5 1 

ADJOURNMENT 
The Committee on Historic Designation adjourned at 1:11 p.m. 

ITEM: Adjournment 
MOTION: Adjourn 
MOVED BY: Cohen 
SECONDED BY: Milroy 

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X 
Suzanna Barucco X 
Jeff Cohen X 
Bruce Laverty X 
Debbie Miller X 
Elizabeth Milroy X 

Total 5 1 

PLEASE NOTE: 
• Minutes of the Committee on Historic Designation are presented in action format.

Additional information is available in the video recording for this meeting. The start time
for each agenda item in the recording is noted.

CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION 
§14-1004. Designation.
(1) Criteria for Designation.
A building, complex of buildings, structure, site, object, or district may be designated for
preservation if it:
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

3 MARCH 2021, 9:30 A.M. 
REMOTE MEETING ON ZOOM 
EMILY COOPERMAN, CHAIR 

CALL TO ORDER  

START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 00:00:00 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. The following Committee members joined 
her:  

Committee Member Present Absent Comment 
Emily Cooperman, Ph.D., chair X 
Suzanna Barucco X 
Jeff Cohen, Ph.D. X 
Bruce Laverty X 
Elizabeth Milroy, Ph.D. X 

* Owing to public health concerns surrounding the COVID-19 virus, all Committee members,
staff, and public attendees participated in the meeting remotely via Zoom video and audio-
conferencing software.

The following staff members were present: 
Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director 
Kim Chantry, Historic Preservation Planner III 
Laura DiPasquale, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Shannon Garrison, Historic Preservation Planner I 
Meredith Keller, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Allyson Mehley, Historic Preservation Planner II  
Leonard Reuter, Esq., Law Department 
Megan Schmitt, Historic Preservation Planner II 

The following persons attended the online meeting: 
Eileen Lafferty 
Lisa Kahuila 
Michael McGettigan 
Dennis Barnebey 
Sean Whalen, Esq., Vintage Law 
Lisa Sutcliffe 
R. Miziorko
D. Kasdekert
Lorraine Rocci
Josie Egrich
Christine Ford
Jeremy Grey, Hilco
Janette Davis Gass
Gina Batavick

Original Committee Recommendation
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ITEM: 5139 Wayne Ave 
MOTION: Designate; Criteria A and J 
MOVED BY: Cohen 
SECONDED BY: Laverty 

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X     
Suzanna Barucco X     
Jeff Cohen X     
Bruce Laverty X     
Elizabeth Milroy     X 

Total 4    1 
 
 
ADDRESS: 401-09 N 65TH ST  

  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia  
Nominator: Celeste Morello  
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov  
  
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 401-09 N. 65th Street as 
historic and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends 
that  satisfies Criteria for Designation 
A and E. Criterion J is also checked on the nomination form, but is not discussed in the 
nomination; therefore, the staff assumes that it is checked on the form in error. Under Criterion 

association with St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first Roman Catholic saint in the United States, 
whose order focused on ministry to Italians in this West Philadelphia neighborhood, resulting in 
sufficient funds to finish the construction of the church building. Under Criterion E, the 
nomination argues that the church building is the work of Francis Ferdinand Durang, the son of 
Edwin Durang, whose firm specialized in the ecclesiastical design of Roman Catholic churches, 
which significantly influenced the architectural development of the City and Commonwealth.  
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that 
the property at 401-09 N. 65th Street satisfies Criteria for Designation A and E, and that Criterion 
J should not be included because it is not discussed in the nomination.  
 
START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 04:56:47 
 

PRESENTERS: 
 Ms. DiPasquale presented the nomination to the Committee on Historic Designation. 
 No one represented the property owner. Mr. Farnham noted that the staff provided 

notice to the property as well as to attorney Michael Phillips, who frequently 
represents the Archdiocese.  

 Celeste Morello represented the nomination. 
  
DISCUSSION: 

 Ms. Morello noted that she intended to address Criterion J, and that it was an error to 
not explicitly call it out in the statement of significance, but that the discussion of 
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Criterion J was implied in terms of the discussion of St. Frances Cabrini and the 
Italian American community.  
Ms. Morello noted that she did not discuss the architectural significance of the 
property because she does not think it is the primary significance of the property. 
She opined that what Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini did to get the church started and 
its construction, existence and connection to the Saint are the primary significance. 
She noted that it is the only property to have such a direct connection with the St. 
Frances Cabrini, the first saint in the United States. She noted that she has spoken 
to the Cabrini nuns and Cabrini University, who are in support of the nomination. She 
noted that there is a letter in the nomination from the librarian of Cabrini University, 
who has access to the Cabriniana.  
Ms. Morello explained that the church is also significant to the development of the 
community, noting that Italians of West Philadelphia had essentially been driven out 
of Our Lady of the Rosary, and sought to found a new church, but it was difficult until 
the Saint and her nuns came and helped make it a reality. She explained that St. 
Frances Cabrini brought some allen Catholics  back to the church, and the area 

-American enclave until relatively
recently.  
Ms. Morello commented that, in defense of the Historical Commission, she filed the 
nomination in December 2019, so the nomination was not given as much priority as 
the Hallahan nomination.  
Ms. Cooperman explained that religious significance can be addressed under 
cultural significance.  
Mr. Cohen thanked Ms. Morello for the nomination, and disagreed with the staff 
recommendation regarding Criterion J, noting that the nomination features a 
discussion about the neighborhood and local significance for the Italians who 
attended services there.  
Mr. Cohen opined that the architectural description should be more detailed.  
Mr. Cohen questioned whether a full church or basement church was there in 1910, 
noting that the 1911 atlas shows a fairly fleshed out footprint, which is slightly 
different than the 1927 atlas.  
o Mr. Laverty added that there is a color discrepancy between the two maps as

well in terms of what was actually built, noting that brown would usually indicate
stone, while red would indicate brick.

o The Committee members questioned whether the construction began on F.
Ferdinand in 1910 or so but then ran out of funds and put
construction on hold.

o Ms. Morello responded that a Catholic Standards and Times article from 23 July
1910 with the caption,  shows an
illustration of the proposed design by Rowland Boyle.

o Mr. Cohen questioned whether that the basement church was laid out on
design and everything above was  design.

o Ms. Morello responded that that appears to be the case.
Mr. Cohen applauded the nomination for placing the significance of the church in its
own time rather than delving into the architectural connection to ancient churches.
Mr. Laverty agreed, noting that he appreciated the discussion on the history of the
proselytizing by the Protestants and conversion of Catholics to Protestantism. He
noted that there was a significant effort in the early part of the twentieth century to
attract Italian Catholics to Protestantism.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:
Hal Schirmer supported the nomination and explained that many Catholic immigrants 
of different nationalities formed territorial and parish churches in Philadelphia, many 
of which started as basement churches. 
o Ms. Morello questioned Mr. Schirmer s qualifications to speak as an expert on

the Catholic church.

COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS: 
The Committee on Historic Designation found that: 

immigrant population of West Philadelphia, during a time in which there was a 
significant effort to convert Italian Catholics to Protestantism.  
Construction began in 1910 on a basement chapel designed by Rowland W. Boyle of 

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, herself an Italian immigrant, visited the church in 1911 
and was integral to the funding and completion of the church. 
The church which was redesigned by F. Ferdinand Durang and completed in 1922. 

The Committee on Historic Designation concluded that: 

person significant in the past, satisfying Criterion A. 
The church was designed by F. Ferdinand Durang, whose ecclesiastical work 
significantly influenced the historical, architectural, and cultural development of 
Philadelphia, satisfying Criterion E.  

cultural, social, and 
historical heritage of the Italian-American community in West Philadelphia, satisfying 
Criterion J.  

COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION: Mr. Cohen moved to recommend that 
the nomination demonstrates that the property at 401-09 N. 65th Street satisfies Criteria for 
Designation A, E, and J. Mr. Laverty seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous 
consent.  

ITEM: 401-09 N 65th St 
MOTION: Designate; A, E, J 
MOVED BY: Cohen 
SECONDED BY: Laverty 

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X 
Suzanna Barucco X 
Jeff Cohen X 
Bruce Laverty X 
Elizabeth Milroy X 

Total 5 
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THE MINUTES OF THE 704TH STATED MEETING OF THE
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

FRIDAY, 9 APRIL 2021 
REMOTE MEETING ON ZOOM 

ROBERT THOMAS, CHAIR 

CALL TO ORDER 

START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 00:00:00 

Mr. Thomas, the Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. and announced the presence of 
a quorum. The following Commissioners joined him: 

Commissioner Present Absent Comment 
Robert Thomas, AIA, Chair X 
Donna Carney (Department of Planning & Development) X 
Emily Cooperman, Ph.D., Committee on Historic 
Designation Chair 

X 

Mark Dodds (Division of Housing & Community 
Development) 

X 

Kelly Edwards, MUP X 
Steven Hartner (Department of Public Property) X 
Sara Lepori (Commerce Department) X 
Josh Lippert (Department of Licenses & Inspections) X 
John Mattioni, Esq. X 
Dan McCoubrey, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, Architectural 
Committee Chair 

X 

Jessica Sánchez, Esq. (City Council President) X 
Betty Turner, MA, Vice Chair X 
Kimberly Washington, Esq. X 

Owing to public health concerns surrounding the COVID-19 virus, all Commissioners, staff, 
applicants, and public attendees participated in the meeting remotely via Zoom video and audio-
conferencing software. 

The following staff members were present: 
Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director 
Kim Chantry, Historic Preservation Planner III 
Laura DiPasquale, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Meredith Keller, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Allyson Mehley, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Leonard Reuter, Esq., Law Department 
Megan Cross Schmitt, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Maggy White, Esq., Law Department 

Original Historical Commission Action
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ADDRESS: 401-09 N 65TH ST
Name of Resource: St.  Roman Catholic Church  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia  
Nominator: Celeste Morello  
Staff Laura laura.dipasquale@phila.gov   
  
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate  401-09 th  as 
historic and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends 

  Roman Catholic Church, completed in  Criteria for Designation A 
and  J is also checked on the nomination form, but is  in the 

 staff assumes that it is checked on the form in error. Under Criterion 
A, the nomination contends that St.  Roman Catholic Church is significant for its 
association with St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first Roman Catholic saint in the United States, 
whose order focused on ministry to Italians in this West Philadelphia neighborhood, resulting in 
sufficient funds to finish the construction of the church  Criterion E, the 
nomination argues that the church building is the work of Francis  the son of 

 whose firm specialized in the ecclesiastical design of Roman Catholic churches, 
which significantly influenced the architectural development of the City and Commonwealth.  
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that 

-09 th   for Designation A and E, and that Criterion 
J  be included because it is  in the nomination.  
 
COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION: The Committee on Historic 
Designation voted to recommend that the nomination demonstrates that the property at 401-09 
N. 65th Street satisfies Criteria for Designation A, E, and J.  
 
START TIME OF DISCUSSION IN ZOOM RECORDING: 04:15:38 
 

PRESENTERS:  
 Ms. DiPasquale presented the nomination to the Historical Commission. 
 Celeste Morello represented the nomination. 
 No one represented the property owner, but Mr. Farnham noted the Historical 

Commission that the requisite notice had been provided to the property owner. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 None. 

 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS: 
The Historical Commission found that: 

 
immigrant population of West Philadelphia, during a time in which there was a 
significant effort to convert Italian Catholics to Protestantism.  

 Construction began in 1910 on a basement chapel designed by Rowland W. Boyle of 
 

 St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, herself an Italian immigrant, visited the church in 1911 
and was integral to the funding and completion of the church. 

 The church which was redesigned by F. Ferdinand Durang and completed in 1922. 
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The Historical Commission concluded that:

person significant in the past, satisfying Criterion A. 
The church was designed by F. Ferdinand Durang, whose ecclesiastical work 
significantly influenced the historical, architectural, and cultural development of 
Philadelphia, satisfying Criterion E.  

l, and 
historical heritage of the Italian-American community in West Philadelphia, satisfying 
Criterion J. 

ACTION: Ms. Cooperman moved to find that the nomination demonstrates that 401-09 N. 6th 
Street satisfies Criteria for Designation A, E, and J, and to designate the property as historic, 
listing it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. Ms. Carney seconded the motion, which 
passed by unanimous consent.  

ITEM: 401-09 N 6th St 
MOTION: Designate; Criteria A, E, J 
MOVED BY: Cooperman 
SECONDED BY: Carney 

VOTE 
Commissioner Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Thomas, Chair X 
Carney (DPD) X 
Cooperman X 
Dodds (DHCD) X 
Edwards X 
Hartner (DPP) X 
Lippert (L&I) X 
Mattioni X 
McCoubrey X 
Sánchez (Council) X 
Lepori (Commerce) X 
Turner, Vice Chair X 
Washington X 

Total 11 2 

ADDRESS: 222-48 N BROAD ST  
Name of Resource: Hahnemann 
Proposed Action: 
Property Owner: Broad Street Health Care 
Nominator: Keeping Society of 
Staff Contact: Laura laura.dipasquale@phila.gov

OVERVIEW:   
This nomination proposes to designate a portion of the property known as 222-48 
Street and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination is limited to the 
boundaries of the Neo-Gothic building constructed in 1928 for Hahnemann Medical College & 
Hospital. The nomination contends that the property satisfies Criteria for Designation A, D, F, 
and J. Under Criterion D, the nomination argues that the building embodies distinguishing 
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-3- (Staff supplemented)

Boundary Description: 

Situate on the northeast corner of N. 65th Street and Callowhill Street in Philadelphia, containing in front or 

breadth of the said N. 65th Street 75 feet and extending of that width in length or depth eastward between 

parallel lines at right angles to the said N. 65th Street 135 feet. Being 401-09 N. 65th Street. 

Boundary of 401-09 N. 65
th

 Street. Base map source: City Atlas.





Staff-supplemented photographs, taken April 2020. Source: Cyclomedia. 

401-09 N 65
th

 Street, viewed from the intersection of N 65
th

 Street and Callowhill Street.

West (front) façade of the church building at 401-09 N 65
th

 Street.

Modern rectory building (not part of the proposed designation) situated to the north of the church building. 



Staff-supplemented photographs, taken April 2020. Source: Cyclomedia. 
 

 
Statue of St. Frances Cabrini, located at the front corner of the church building.  

 
South (side) elevation along Callowhill Street.   

 
South (side) elevation along Callowhill Street with view of the Protestant church in the foreground referenced throughout the 
nomination. 
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