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The Chinatown Stitch
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Reconnecting Philadelphia’s
Vine Street

The Vine Street Expressway has long divided Chinatown. The Chinatown Stitch: Reconnecting
Philadelphia to Vine Street is a concept study looking at building a cap on top of the Vine Street
Expressway between Broad Street and 8th Street. We are calling this cap “The Chinatown Stitch”
because it could help reconnect Chinatown and Chinatown North by making the Vine Street
Expressway less of a barrier.

The project team includes:

« The City of Philadelphia

« Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC)
+ Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT)
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What is a cap

A cap is a platform on top of a highway
that creates new space for parks,

businesses, or housing. AREZRERES.
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Community Engagement Phase 1:
Co-Learning
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Community Engagement Phase 2:

Community Collaboration

HEB5HEE 2: XS

September 2023

Share design concepts for the cap and get feedback through Survey #2
and Community Visioning Workshop #2.

January 2023 - April 2023
Public Engagement began with a survey to understand the

community’s vision for the cap.

Host Community Visioning Workshop #1. November 2023

Share preferred design concept and final report for the Chinatown Stitch
at acommunity open house.
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Design, Engineering, and Construction
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Design and Engineering
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Anticipated construction start date.

City submits an application for federal funding through the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IlJA) Construction grant.
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Funding The City of Philadelphia has received funding from the following sources for this effort:
+ $1.8M in US Department of Transportation grant funding for community engagement
+ $2.2M matching funds from the City, PennDOT, the Knight Foundation and other local
partners for planning and preliminary engineering.
+ Funding for construction of a cap has not been secured
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Reconnecting Philadelphia’s
Vine Street

HISTORY AND PAST PLANNING

The Vine Street Expressway and local roads separate the Chinatown community, acting
as a physical barrier between the Chinatown and Chinatown North neighborhoods. The
community has made continued efforts to mitigate the expressway's negative impacts,
which include fast-moving traffic, congestion, air pollution, and noise. There have been
numerous studies and plans over the past 20 years that analyzed how to improve
connections between Chinatown and Chinatown North and make the local Vine Street
roads safer. The Chinatown Stitch builds on these plans and studies.
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The Chinatown Stitch

BRBRFHARYE 1980
Reconnecting Philadelphia’s Vine Street Expressway's original proposal
Vine Street scaled down as a result of community activism
and environmental impacts
1969
Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation
incorporated
1966 2004
PennDOT shared plans Chinatown
to connect Vine Street Neighborhood
Expressway to Ben Franklin Plan
Bridge and 1-95; save 2003 (PCoO)
1870 Chinatown Movement .

Chinatown 1959 begins 1991 Vine Street
founded Vine Street N Reconnecting
1951 Expressway Vine Street Communities

Vine Street Expressway Short Term

i completed to completed Action Plan

widenedto  17th Street to1-95 f !
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HISTORY AND PAST PLANNING [F5 &%

2022

Vine Street Expressway Assessment Report

2018 (Center City District)

Reviving Vine study
(Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission)

City applies for U.S. Department of

Transportation Reconnecting Communities

Grant

2017 Chinatown Stitch project begins
Chinatown

Neighborhood

2023
2016
Every Place
Counts design
contest
(US. Department of
Transportation)

Chinatown Stitch Study continues

Reconnecting Communities Grant
award announcement

PennDOT Highway Safety Improvement
Program (HSIP) project begins

At the same time as this study, the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT)’s Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) project is using
recommendations from the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission's (DVRPC) Reviving Vine study to
improve pedestrian and bicycle safety on Vine Street.
The results of the Chinatown Stitch project can help
inform this HSIP project.
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The Chlnatown Stltch

PA Department of Transportation
Local Vine Street Improvements
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Improving Multimodal Connections on Vine Street study, which
was published in 2018. Improvements will include a road diet,
curb bump outs, and bike lanes.
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Local Vine Street Improvements
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What is a road diet?

A'road diet” reduces the number of travel lanes
or the width of a roadway to allow for effective
safety improvements. Benefits include:

+ Fewer travel lanes for vehicles

+ Reduced vehicle speeds

+ Shorter crossing distances for people walking
+ Wider sidewalks

+ A curb-protected bike lane
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HIGHWAY CAP EXAMPLES

What is a Cap?
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The Chinatown Stitch

Remfiﬁmf,ﬁlﬁf hivs A cCapis a platform on top of a highway that creates new space for parks, businesses, or T SIS R R AR L ABETA, BhSaATF RSN AR B EERRERTE, IHE
Vinesmeer T housing and connects streets and communities separated by a highway. Cities across BRESRABRSBNHENMK, EESMNZ MEHEBEAHT T HTRNE, LUERSIR AR

American have pursued capping projects to address the impacts of highway construction,
like the division, removal, or disruption of established minority communities.
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The Chinatown Stitch Study is analyzing the possibility of building partial or full caps across SEPRREL AT TREVRTAE .

the Vine Street Expressway from Broad Street to 8th Street and Callowhill Street to Race

Street.

NAME: The Park at Penn’s Landing
(under construction)

LOCATION: Philadelphia, PA
TYPE: Full Cap
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Photo before construction.
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This park will bridge over 1-95 between Walnut Street and Chestnut Street and slope
downward to reconnect Old City to the Delaware River. This new park will include a new
skating rink, water features, a play area, and a café.
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NAME: Klyde Warren Park
LOCATION: Dallas, TX
TYPE: Full Cap
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Photo before construction.
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A S-acre deck park over Woodall Rodgers Freeway (Texas State Highway Spur 366), a
recessed eight-lane freeway.
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NAME: Cap at Union Station
LOCATION: Columbus, OH
TYPE: Partial Cap
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A 25,500 square-foot retail development over Interstate 670, reconnecting the downtown
with the Short North arts and entertainment district.

EZHTAKIGAT 670 SINFFARE 75, &iith 25500 THER, BTFALSETL, SEEHRLS
AL ARMR R EIEZER,




ftwo BLock cap

What do you like and dislike about this concept?
Use green sticky notes to write what you like. Use
yellow sticky notes to write what you dislike. Place
your sticky notes on the map next to what you like
or dislike.

0 Active spaces along north-south cross streets

e Potential Rail Park connection to green space
on cap

G Remove sound barrier wall for wider sidewalk
e Improve key intersection

e Explore pedestrian connection
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The Chinatown Stitch
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THREE BLOCK CAP: "oy gy
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What do you like and dislike about this concept? 5
Use green sticky notes to write what you like. Use 9 Roman Catholic
yellow sticky notes to write what you dislike. Place HighSchool S|
your sticky notes on the map next to what you like
or dislike.

0 Active spaces along north-south cross streets

e Potential Rail Park connection to green space
on cap

G Remove sound barrier wall for wider sidewalk
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Q Improve key intersection

e Explore pedestrian connection
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Roman Catholic

What do you like and dislike about this concept? Use 9 High School \

green sticky notes to write what you like. Use yellow
sticky notes to write what you dislike. Place your sticky
notes on the map next to what you like or dislike.

0 Re-locate westbound Vine Street over highway cap
G Shorter crossing distance

G Active spaces along north-south cross streets

Q Potential Rail Park connection to green space on cap
G Convention Center ramp access

e Remove sound barrier wall for wider sidewalk S 5 hinese’Christian

@ Improve key intersection hurch &Center
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Exercise Space
(for tai chi, dance, or yoga)
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Playground
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Community Garden

PARK AMENITIES

iecn  Which park amenities would you like to see on
top of the cap? Use dot stickers to vote on

your top three.

Picnic/Seating Area
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Vine Street
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(Small Ampitheater for concerts)

Performance Stage
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Write your idea on a sticky note
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The Chinatown Stitch

smagmzs  Use one dot sticker to vote on how much you RIBENEMNESHNEEREE, FA— B
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