
August 30, 2023  

 

 

 

Alex Smith 

The Philadelphia Art Commission 

One Parkway, 1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

 

 

 

Dear Alex Smith, 

We are wri&ng to request &me on the Art Commission agenda for Wednesday, September 13, for Concept 

Approval for improvements to the courtyard at Wynnefield Library, 5325 Overbrook Avenue. These 

improvements are a part of the City of Philadelphia’s Rebuild ini&a&ve. 

 

Wynnefield Library is a Free Library of Philadelphia site located in the Wynnefield neighborhood of 

northwest Philadelphia at the intersec&on of 54th Street and Overbrook Avenue. The scope of this project 

is limited to upgrades to the courtyard located between the library and the adjacent John C. Anderson 

Cultural Center. 

 

The current construc&on budget is approximately $286,000. Proposed upgrades include new sea&ng 

areas, par&al wall replacement, the addi&on of emergency egress gates, new landscaping, new 

hardscaping, and renova&ons to make the courtyard entrance ADA accessible. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  Please let me know if you need any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

 
Julie A. Bush, ASLA 

 

Cc:  Kirby Jackson, Rebuild 

 Lindsay Stanislaw, GR 

 

 



WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY

| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY 



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Existing Conditions



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Existing Conditions Photos

Looking south toward Children’s Wing from Adult Wing

Main Library Doors Courtyard Wall – to be removed 
between existing expansion joints

Smooth grade and reuse cobbles 
as curbing

Looking toward Cultural Center; 
Reuse flagstone pavers



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Community Outreach

Community Meeting 6/1/2023   
Presentation of Concept Options and Community Survey



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Tree Protection and Demolition Plan



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY - Proposed Site Plan



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Site Furnishings 

LANDSCAPE FORMS:
PARC CENTER, 36”DIA TABLE & 
CHAIR WITH ARMS

LOLL:
LOLLY GAGGER TALL LOUNGE 
CHAIR

MD3 CONTRACTS:
FIRST IMPRESSIONS, RIO SERIES: RIO 
LARGE, RIO MEDIUM, RIO SMALL & RIO 
LOUNGE

COBBLE CURB FLAGSTONE STONE FINES GRANITE CURB



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Grading Plan 



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Proposed Trees 

Scientific Name: Acer griseum
Common Name: Paperbark Maple

Scientific Name: Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Skyline’
Common Name: Skyline Honeylocust

Shrub and Perennial Planting



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Accessible Entrance at Main Courtyard Doors

View to Main Courtyard Doors



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Brick Wall Infill (Base Scope)

View to Outer Courtyard Wall



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Brick Wall Infill (Base Scope)

View to Childrens’ Wing



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – 3Form Panel Wall Infill (Alternate 02)

View to Outer Courtyard Wall



View to Childrens’ Wing

| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – 3Form Panel Wall Infill (Alternate 02)



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Added Trellis (Alternate 01)

View to Outer Courtyard Wall   –   (projector screen can be mounted in either option, with or without trellis; AV & power to be provided with or without trellis)

Trellis with 3Form Wall InfillTrellis with Brick Wall Infill



| WYNNEFIELD LIBRARY – Schedule/Construction Budget

CONSTRUCTION BUDGET:

$286,000
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