
ADDRESS: 230-36 VINE ST
Proposal: Salvage mosaic, construct mixed-use building
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Groom Investments LLC
Applicant: Shimshon Zakin, Atrium Design Group
History: 1949
Individual Designation: None
District Designation: Old City Historic District, Non-contributing, 12/12/2003
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes to salvage a mosaic mural by Isaiah Zagar from the 
Painted Bride building, demolish the non-contributing building, construct a mixed-use building,
and reinstall parts of the mosaic. The property is located on the south side of the 200-block of 
Vine Street and runs along N. Bodine Street, a narrow service alley, back to New Street. The 
building was constructed as a parking garage in 1949, converted for office and warehouse use 
in 1953, and converted to the Painted Bride Arts Center in the 1980s. The Zagar mosaic was 
installed in 1991.

The new building would be six stories and 65 feet in height. It would be H-shaped in plan,
essentially two buildings connected by a circulation tower with open courtyards to the east and 
west. The building would be clad in metal panels with cement panels at the circulation tower. In 
style, the new building would be contemporary. Parts of the salvaged mosaic would be 
reinstalled at the first floor.

The area around the site in Old City has seen extensive new construction in the last 10 or 15 
years. There are several new buildings in the immediate area and several others planned. The
proposed building is compatible with those buildings in size, scale, and massing. Moreover, the 
architectural features of the proposed building are differentiated from but compatible with the 
context. Although contemporary in design, the proposed building would be compatible with the 
area because it would serve as a reminder of the Painted Bride, a contemporary arts 
organization that was fundamental to the revitalization of Old City as an arts community in the 
late twentieth century.

ScOPE OF WORK:
Salvage mosaic mural;
Demolish non-contributing building;
Construct mixed-use building; and,
Reinstall parts of the mosaic.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

o The proposed building is differentiated from yet compatible with the architecture 
of the historic district.

o The massing, size, and scale of the proposed building satisfy Standard 9.
o The architectural features of the building, which are drawn from the mosaic and 

the memory of the Painted Bride arts organization, reflect the importance of 
contemporary art to the neighborhood and satisfy Standard 9.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends approval, pursuant to Standard 9.





 

 

Re: 230 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

July 6, 2023 

To Whom It May Concern:  

advocating for the Isaiah Zagar mural installed on 230 Vine Street. As I cannot attend the Architectural Committee 
and Historical Commission meetings regarding the property, I am writing to confirm my ongoing conversations 
with Shimi Zakin of Atrium Design Group. Mr. Zakin has been working in partnership with Phil
Gardens and Isaiah Zagar since fall 2020 when he first shared his design for 230 Vine Street. While the 2020 design 
that would have preserved the entirety of the artwork was the preferred option for all parties involved, we have 
continued to work with Mr. Zakin as the design evolved due to the ov .   

We 2018 decision not to protect the artwork and have fought hard to save the 
ition, but 

and interpreting the story of what happened for future generations. Mr. Zakin has engaged in numerous 
1) removing the netting which 

covered the building for the past 5 years in order for the artwork to be properly documented; 2) review options (if 
any) for moving the mosaic offsite; and 3) recovering significant tiles for re-installation on the new building.  

We are exploring various design options for the ground floor that would incorporate original tiles that are removed 
prior to demolition, 
Magic Gardens team are interested in acknowledging the story of what happened and are eager to pay homage to 
the original artwork. While we believe the loss of the Painted Bride mural is an incredible blow to Old City, we 
know it is critical to support new public art installation and interpretation. We believe this is very much in 
alignment with the historical and architectural character of the neighborhood. 

-installation of 
Zagar mosaics. I am happy to discuss any preservation strategies or design details for this project as needed.  

 
 
 
Emily Smith 
Executive Director 
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