
27-29 S 2nd St 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

July/August 2023 
 

ADDRESS: 27 AND 29 S 2ND ST 
Proposal: Rehabilitate buildings, replace storefronts  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: JFK Hospitality, US LP  
Applicant: Hsing-Yuan Chen, Sky Design Studio PC  
History: 1840  
Individual Designation: 10/7/1976  
District Designation: Old City Historic District, Contributing, 12/12/2003  
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application seeks final approval to renovate the buildings at 27 and 29 S. 2nd Street to 
include two ground-floor retail spaces and 12 residential units on the upper floors. The four-story 
masonry buildings were constructed in 1840. The buildings are individually designated and are 
contributing resources to the Old City Historic District. The original storefronts were significantly 
altered between 1957 and 1972 with new window and door openings and wood clapboard. The 
applicant seeks approval to install new storefronts. Additional exterior changes include the 
removal of a fire escape, mechanical structure on roof, and first-floor metal shutters.  

 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Remove existing storefronts and install new storefronts. 

• Remove fire escape and install Juliet balconies. 

• Demolish mechanical shed on roof. 

• Remove existing first floor shutters. 
 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:   

• Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 
o To satisfy Standard 2, the applicant should remove the clapboard on the front façade 

to determine if any historic architectural details or materials are present underneath. 
o Removal of later and non-historic alterations such as the fire escape and mechanical 

shed meets Standard 2. More information should be provided about the first-floor 
metal shutters, which may have historical significance. 

• Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 
o If historic details and materials survive underneath the existing storefronts, these 

elements should be incorporated into the new storefront design to meet Standard 6. 
o If the new windows and doors proposed for installation are historically appropriate in 

configuration and detail, this project element will meet Standard 6. 
  



27-29 S 2nd St 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

July/August 2023 
 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  
o The proposed storefronts must be compatible with the historic building and district. If 

no historic materials survive behind existing clapboard on the storefronts, the 
applicant should propose storefront replacements that are sensitive in massing, size, 
scale, and architectural features to the historic building and compatible with similar 
buildings in the historic district to meet Standard 9. The proposed storefronts do not 
meet Standard 9. 

o The installation of the new Juliet balconies in place of the fire escape meets 
Standard 9. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standards 2, 6, and 9 
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IMAGES: 
 
Figure 1: 27-29 S 2nd St in 1957. 
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Figure 2: 27-29 S 2nd St in 1972. 

 
 
 

 
  
















