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the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,
(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,
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(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
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(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.
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*The above description represents the boundary adopted by the Historical Commission, 10 May 2019

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The designated boundary of St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church includes one building on a 
larger parcel of 6670 Keystone Street. The overall parcel is bounded by Keystone Street at the 
southeast, Unruh Avenue at the northeast, Tulip Street at the northwest, and additional church 
property at the southwest. 

The red outline shows the full 
property boundary. 

The boundary of the church building begins at the northwest corner of Keystone Street and Unruh 
Avenue. The boundary includes the footprint of the church, with a perimeter buffer.  

The yellow outline shows the 
extent of the designated 
boundary, which includes 
only the church and a small 
buffer. 

Beginning at the northwest 
corner of Keystone Street 
and Unruh Avenue 

Approx. 96’ 

Approx. 46’ 

Approx. 78’ 

Approx. 82’ 

Approx. 159’ 

Approx. 25’ 
Approx. 2’ 

Approx. 13’ 

KIM
Rectangle

KIM
Rectangle
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DESCRIPTION: 

Designed by Frank R. Watson in 1890, the modest Gothic 

elements applied to St. Leo's Roman Catholic Church are true 

to the period of construction. Situated on the northwest cor

ner of Keystone and Unruh Streets in the Tacony neighborhood 

of Philadelphia, St. Leo's was built of "Stockton stone" (a 

brownish-gray color)
1

on a concrete base with lighter-colored 

"Indiana limestone" accenting the surrounds at the three-por

tals in the center bay, windows and capping on the stone but

tresses on the north and south walls. The church has a westward 

orientation with the altar opposite the Keystone Street entry. 

The facade is divided into three bays, with the emphasis on 

the center bay where three consecutive doorways on the first level 

are surmounted by a large Gothic arched stained glass window. 

Atop this is an attic space and an architectural element variously 

called an "open bell tower'' or "bell-less" space which nonetheless 

heightens the structure, giving it more attention to passersby on 

the Interstate-95, or the Pennsylvania Railroad (since the 1850s). 

Two sets of steps, interrupted by a short concrete platform, lead 

to the central entrance on Keystone Street. A low gray stone 

wall connects to either side of these steps and winds around to 

the north or south walls, terminating to side entrances under 

shallow wooden entrances extending about four feet deep. Between 

the buttresses on the north and south walls are a series of Gothic 

arched stained glass windows installed in the late 1920s which 
2 

were designed and manufactured by the D'Ascenzo Studios. The 

west wall of this church is attached to the former convent. Some 

lawn space and landscaping on Keystone Street add to the rustic, 

"country" appearance of this church. 

1
Mahoney, D., Historical Sketches of the Catholic Churches ... 

2
Phila.: Mahoney, 1895, p. 141. 

Philadelphia Real Estate Records & Builders' Guide, 03/04/1925. 
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The presumed "oldest" photograph of St. Leo's. (Below) 
(Catholic Historical Research Center image.) 

On right is contemporary 
news on St . Leo's laying of 
cornerstone at the church, 
October 5, 1884. 

< .. 

Mon, Oct 06, 1884 I Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA) 

Bl', LEO'S, 

J.nytuir or tho Oorner !:itone or II Now Hom1,u 
Ctttl10Uc Uhnrch, 

Archbishop ltr1m lR.id tlie corucr st.ouo of 
St. Leo'tt llownn Oatholic Church, Koyat.one 
nnu Ullrub street~, TaconJ\ ye~tertla.y nftt,r
sit,on nt 3 o'clock ln the prnMeuce of a crowd 
of Horuo t1't'O thomuind pcoplu. Ht.i wag ait· 
1-.lsted by Revs. On.ntwell. Filan, .McLauglJ.. 
lin, Slmnuou, Wim,, ,vall, <Juinn, •.rrnyuor, 

1 
Durns, Brehony, Donoyan, lfitzml\uricl), Mo-

I 
Bal<:, Byrne anti Hocki;piuler, 

1.'l.10 Htone, toRcrilicd witb a cross and tbs 
t d1\te 188-1, wlth a receptn.cle cut iu it for a. 

c< dnr 110:x conta\nhur tiUcli l\tttcles as are 
ui,,nal1J~ preservc<l as mcmorial81 wa.s lald with 
11.io corewonioa appoiotou hy the rltual or tho 
Homan Catbolic Cllurcu, lllHl " proce~11lon, 
t'CJJD posed of tho clersry present, a ch urcb so. 
riet.y and tho orphanH fro1n St. Vincent's 
1-fome, moYed around t.lio buillllDg, thu fouu-
<l1Ltlou1i irnd wolla being t1olamnly blas:Jcd dur-
111~ tts 11ro~rPHij. 

l{(W, Dr. BiLrry, of the Church of the Vist
tntioo1 pl't:wbe<l the S<'rmon. Tllo chnrcb ls 
lwiug built (.If Stockton brown atone, and will 
lie cp1it.e a spacious edltlce when completed, 
l111.vi11g GG fot1t front, wtth n. depth of HO. The 
lot, wus prmrnntc,t \ir tbu Messrs. Dlaston, and 
tho church if• an offsh<lot. from tbl\t of Rolmos• 
liurjl, of which n.c,,•, L. ,vl\U is pastor. 

DuriDi the p17ogresM of tL~ services n. small 
pln1.forw orecwcl for the WMons whtla at 
worlf, n11d whilch wns crowdoo "11th pooploi 
foll to tha gro.uod, Tbey bn.d beob. warnoa 
not to at.and 01:i it as lt was not snfe. .r, o ono 
was lieriouHly burt, but two or three la.di~, 
wl1ose nametl were not u.accrtainod, wore 
t-Uiht,ly llljured. Groat ~xcltement prevailed 
for a tlme. t' 

\ . 
' 
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Facade's center 

window was damaged 

in a storm in 1911 

and replaced. 

Recent images of 
S t. Leo's church 
(westward vantage.) 

No te newer window. 

Keystone Street front. 

Unruh Street 

(right) 



Nor th wa ll on Unruh Street wi th buttresess between t he 
D' Ascenzo Studio ' s s t ained glass windows . 

(Below) Northward v i ew from St . Leo ' s School's yard of 
Rectory that obscures church ' s south wall . 
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Statement of Significance: 

St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church (hereinafter, "St. 
Leo's"), was the first parish planned by the Archdiocese of Phila

delphia in the Tacony area of the city, along the Delaware River. 
St. Leo's was, when established in 1884, an important center for 

Catholics occupying a very wide expanse of undeveloped land which 
includes most of the lower "Northeast" part of the city from the 

Delaware River westward to Route 611 and the Roosevelt Boulevard. 

Five (5) Catholic parishes
3
emerged from the original boundaries 

of St. Leo's as the Catholic population surged by the late 1920s. 
Each parish averaged a minimum of 1,000 members. 

St. Leo's parishioners formed a sizeable workforce for the 

industries that brought the city into the modern era. Located 

in Tacony,(long known for its Disston Saw Mills, one of the coun
try's largest employers), St. Leo's was the core of the lives of 

a founding congregation of mainly Irish descendants from the fa

mine years (1840s-1850s), but accepted any Catholic. Unlike the 

national churches and institutions nearby, such as the Germans 

at St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum on the river since 1857, then the 

Italian national church, Our Lady of Consolation (1917), St. Leo's 

broad acceptance of Catholics of any ethnicity raised its social 

profile within the lower Northeast where it lead with social soci
eties, independently raising funds to care for locals and produ

cing good citizens who defended our country and Catholicism. The 

history of St. Leo's includes some of the contemporary architects 

and artists known better for their work in higher social circles. 
The church was designed by Frank R. Watson, and stained glass win-

. 4 
<lows by Nicola D'Ascenzo represent the lengths that St. Leo's pari-

shioners went to sacrifice for their church to attain a high degree 

3
The Archdiocese created from St. Leo's these parishes: Our Lady 
of Consolation (1917); St. Bartholomew (1919), St. Bernard (1927); 

4 st. Matthew (1927) and St. Timothy (1928). 
Philadelphia Real Estate & Builders' Guide, 05/21/1890; 08/06/1890; 
10/15/1890; and 03/04/1925. 
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of respectability for their workingclass community. It took 

decades for Roman Catholics in this area to be acknowledged 

among the Protestant groups that had dominated since the years 

when William Penn's associates divided the land in the 1600s. 

This area had been somewhat estranged, almost alienated from the 

city, even after the Consolidation (1854), but for the railroad 

line running parallel to the Delaware River. St. Leo's drew 

more workers to Tacony as it formed a social basis away from the 

monotony of labor. Given the Irish's tendency to organize, an 

early society to help the poor was founded, along with assistance 

from other Ca tho lie philanthropic groups to place St. Leo's on a 

better financial foundation. 

The contemporary documentation on St. Leo's is sparse, but 

its location, close to the Disston Saw Mills and the civic projects 

started by the Diss tons, put St. Leo's somewhat into this sphere-

although retrospective "histories" show the independence of St. 

Leo's more. The industrial environment surrounding this church, 

the nearest one to the factory district along the river, would 

also suggest some impact, despite how small the percentage of 

Catholics workers were to the non-Catholics in the late 19th 

century and early 20th century. Nonetheless, the parish base 

was wider than Tacony and the St. Leo's church was the very heart 

and essence of the parish, as evidenced by the selection of the 

architect and artists involved in its creation in 1894. As the 

source of so many productive citizens, St. Leo's historically 

qualifies for designation because of those who were responsible 

for its design, its progress and its contributions to the city. 



MILESTONES in 
St. Leo's 

HISTORY 

and, 

CONSTRUCTION 
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The Philadelphia Inquirer(Pltiladelphia, Pe nnsylvania) · f ri, Oct 3, 1884 · 

Dowl)loaded on ' 

- - .....;__ - -·-
'Ibe Philadelphia lnqtlire-r (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) · Fri, May 23, 1890 • 

Downloaded on , 

St. Leo Roman Oatbolic Cbtu-ch at Taoony 
will finish t&eir building from plans by Frank 
a.· ~atsou. ~veral ,ea~ aco tbe int ~ 
was comp)eted aud has since beq u1ed for 
cfllqNh and school 11ur~ses. The auper
strµ·cture about $o be erected is of brown .tone, 
seventy feet tron, and double tba.t dimeusion I 
in. deptb. ~ -._ ~ - · -- . -

l}tJ&vST ~ 
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St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church ... 

(e) is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect 
or designer, or engineer whose work has significantly influenced 
the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural de
velopment of the City, Commonwealth or Nation . 

Frank Rushmore Watson (1859-1940) is the architect of re

cord for St. Leo the Great (hereafter, "St . Leo's), proposing 

the plans for this church in May and again in August of 1890 

which were accepted that October . The 31 year old architect 

from the Frankford section of Phi l ade l phia had apprenticed with 

Edwin Forrest Durang (1829-1911) and remained with him until 

about 1882 . In 1880, Watson assisted Durang in the designing of 

St. Agnes Hospital at South Broad and McKean Streets in a spar

sely developed area. This hospital was operated by the Sisters 

of St . Francis, an order es t ablished by then- Bishop (later Saint) 
John Neumann in the 1850s . (The Sisters were the first religious 

stationed at St. Vincent ' s Orphan Asy l um in Tacony in the 1850s.) 

This seems to be the only recorded project between the two archi

tects before Watson left Durang to open his own office . 

The Tatman and Moss ' Biographical Dictionary shows Watson ' s 

office began to accept commissions from "1885," le~ving three un
accounted years between his departure from Durang . Watson ' s ex
perience with eccl esiastical designs (namely for religious buil

dings like churches) was attributed to Durang. However, Watson ' s 

portfolio includes an almost equal number of non - Roman Catholic 
churches and a significant number of residential properties . In 

1890, when Watson was hired by St. Leo's principals, he had al 

ready drawn Our Lady of the Rosary Roman Catholic Church in West 

Philadelphia (1888) and Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church in South Philadel phia (1889) . They were under construction 

5 Tatman, Sandra & Roger Moss, Biographical Dictionary of Philadel-
phia Archi tects. Boston: Hall & Co . , 1985, pp.230,833-835 . 
The primary source was the PRERBG, 05/21/1890; 08/06/1890; and, 
10/15/1890 which noted Nicholas Cavanaugh as the con tractor . 

meredith.keller
Cross-Out
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and not yet completed when St. Leo's cornerstone was blessed on 
6 October 4, 1884 by Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan, the new prelate. 

11 Rosary" and Annunciation displayed the range of arc hi tee tural 

styles handled by Watson (Romanesque and a simpler "Gothic") 

which were the trend in the last quarter of the 19th century. 

Roman Catholic churches in Philadelphia (with the exception 

of Old St. Joseph's) are situated in locations to be seen and ad

mired for their architecture and any artistic details. (Catholics 

traditionally exert more "for the glory of God" in their work, 

according to what they are taught.) The financial sacrifices 

made by congregations towards the construction and embellishment 

of Catholic churches are great and enforced by the pastors upon 

congregants. However, in the case of St. Leo's, there was no Ed

win F. Durang, the Archdiocese's main architect and the busiest 

during that time. Instead, Durang's one-time apprentice, Watson 

qualified. He had succeeded in designing the Romanesque Our Lady 

of the Rosary for a luminary professor at St. Charles Borromeo 

Seminary, Father James J. Loughlin, DD, who founded that parish 

in West Philadelphia. (Thomas Eakins painted Loughlin's portrait 

because of the priest's status within the Archdiocese.) But, at 

St. Leo's, Watson seemed to have made some 11 short-cuts 11 in his 

design, which looks (in out-line) suspiciously similar to the 

Annunciation, Blessed Virgin Mary design in South Philadelphia. 

(Refer to image.) Watson planned his design for St. Leo's well 

after the laying of the cornerstone in 1884, perhaps trying to 

integrate his building atop a dug foundation lying dormant until 

the end of 1890. Watson submitted his plans in May of 1890, but 

had to wait to execute them until that October with Cavanaugh 
doing the construction work? 

6 
Mahoney, op.cit. Also, 11 The Catholic Standard." 

7 
PRERBG, op.cit. 
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While Frank Watson awaited for his plans to be accepted by the 
St. Leo's principals in 1890, che ~osary church (below) proceeded 
to completion and dedication in West Philadelphia. 
This church would fully display details not applied at St. Leo's. 

ORIGINAL CHURCH (DEDICATED 1890) 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH 



.. ·· ··········-····--- --

-15-

Annunciation, BVM Church by Watson. (1501 South 10th Street) 

(Photograph originally for Archdiocese's Our Faith-Filled Heritage.) 

St. Leo's by Watson. 

meredith.keller
Cross-Out
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While the list of Watson's career is attached, his work 

at St. Leo's Church must have a relevant visual image to appre

ciate the church's value. Below is St. Leo's interior, c. 1925 

with the architectural details drawn by Watson and enhanced with 

Raphaelesque decorations by Lorenzo Scattaglia (now gone). Again, 

this work by Watson was funded by parishioners and shows the ex

pertise of Watson. He continued a relationship with St. Leo's, 

even with partners later in his extensive time as an active ar

chitect, and as one whose designs added to the city's history. 
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THE PflILA,DELPHIA< 

One of Wa tson's few 
exi sting r esidences 
in Tacony fr om 1890 . 

This house was for 

Dr. J . A. Bolin . 

The 1 893 Guide (below) 
listed other Watson 
projects the 

REAL ESTATE REcd'"~b 
BUILDERS' GUIDE. 

VOL. Vil-No. 26. PHIL.ADELPHI.A, WEDNESDAY, .JUNE 28, 1898. PRICE 15 C;ENTS 

THE PHILADELPHIA 

Real Estate Record 

BUILDERS' GUIDE, 

PU8USHED EVEJIY WEDNESDAY, ~TH~. lfHTM STIIEET, 

a:100 

not 

olB Wnlnut Street, 
y for St. Yark'• 

Chucch, 1/mnkior<l, to be :ro :o: uu foe t, tw~and· 
one-half s tories high, to bo ot atone amt brlok 
wit.It ~lnte roor, linrd wood on Interior a11d nil 
mow,rn lmJJ?O\'enleots. Also p:nn• 1or two otlicr 
houses nt I•muk!ord !or llessrs. Sldcbothn111 ontl 
Borrocke, to Ile o! &lone nml b1ick combinntlon 
with modern ltt,provem~nts. Also a now school 
l\n<l 1lorrultory !or S L J ose11h'$ 01'])11u, Asylum 
to \le two itorlcs, nnd \>...,,neut o( brick, ston~ 
trimmings end all conyenlencr_,, Also 1ih111s toe 
~ colonlnl houso 11t Tioga for lir. H orry Mcrott, 
tobc 

Jobo J. B t1SbM1d, contnctor, 136 East L ohli:h 
Avenue, will M 011cc begin tho robulldlng-ot the 
burued factory on 'J'renton Avonue, enat ,tde, 
south or .Adams Streat. Tho struc(uro will bu or 
brlok and stone, turnlshed willi steam power nnd 
61:ture!. 

.Harry S. WRrfteld hna tourteen house, to build. 
'J'hero will be eight ot two , torlot, tn.s or !O, on 
t be we.st side o1 GIIO:ord Street of ~ ootgomery 
Avenno, and six three-story high, 16 x 501 on the 
coat sldo o! Tblrty-fint t;trect aouth ot Montrom· 
cry .il..venue. .•• 

, · 

Amoug tho mnny contructs A, Raymond 114lf_ ' · 
In hnnd Is tho. tomodeling or George 1C.·!!C,:_..,; , 
!ne·a llouae, a.t 603 :Norlh :Eleventh ,:~tre!_t. i< . .... "'}$'. 
en lire new front or Wyow!og l>lue ~1<>1!9, ~"'' .. ,. · ~ ,. 
>Jl<'lillll b'rlek. whb copper cornices and·li]'l'n: · 
tile root, and the Interior ls to be entiraly 

remodeled. 
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• I 

\. , i ;<, · ,,.'"· - - • -1~ 1-1· •·<I r it,·01·0 ile ll'artis ta Xkola I , - ' . ~, . S :\lat· •o in • run ' o . , I . 
:\!ll'i h;tOl'iati nl'lla < m •sa • · ·. ( , . , 1, 1. ell Belle Ai·tl in Philadc,lp \Ill P' 
r'zo. - II D'Ascenzo che studtt) all Acciu e m _,i_ -

1
. ct · Roma ne l IS!J l e 1: 

I 1. N" . Yori· e ro1 111 quet a 1 I lndi per ·1l tri 2 in qu t•l act' · '1 ' ' 
1

. 
1 1 

ltiOS-10 Lud lo w ,;ti , • . . . · r· in Phi ta delp 11a a 1 · -
111 su9 stucllo fin da 1;l an.111 _a,<'· · izione n lond ia lc> d i Chicago n Pl _1!10:,' 
J!WJ;ul una medaglia cl 011 01 e .tll E s1'.?,~ St tt·tre C ILth" di Philadelphia. l•'ra I u Jlra il'oro ne\ Concor~o annnalt• del . · . 1

1 
'
1 

'" . \'oi·J· Col ie"e del Palazzo 
· · · · t n:i t1 c e .,e\\ ' "' ' I _ la\·ori , ·am10 rlcorda t1 1 \'er n 

15 0 
· l lo <l<• l l'alazzo Com 1111,t I<! d l l · · • I , ove1·1ntl"OJ o qu e ' .. , 11ate dl Jndianopo li s I U\'010 g . ' .. r-. II'€' eroiche, l a fonrn., la legge, I e 

sotto la cui rolta si ammlrano <lt'.atti_o. \f di a rte dec:oratira. 
mm c la sagi;ezza r.:hc i;ono quatt1 o g10 1c 1 , 

The image above of a stained glass window by Nicola D'Ascenzo 
(c.1910) was installed in St • . Mark's Church in Frankford, j ust 
south of Tacony and the childhood neighborhood of architect 
Watson. In 1888, Watson reconstructed St. Mar~ ' s interior. 
(Tatman & Moss: 833) Watson was alive in the 1920s to recommend 
D'Ascenzo to design new windows for St . Leo's where the Gothic 
arched frames held stained glass consistent to the church's design. 

Source of image: Strafile, A., Memorandum .•. Phi l a .: 1910. 
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St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church in Tacony ... 

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or 
historical heritage of the community. 

Roman Catholics had been in the small village of Tacony 
near the Delaware River in meaningful numbers since the 1850s. 
At that time in the history of the then-diocese of Philadelphia, 

there were more needs for social services, especially among the 

children abandoned or orphaned as a result of the massive migra

tions of Irish and Germans in the 1840s. During the administra
tion of then-Bishop (now Saint) John Neumann, a native of Bohem

ia and a Redemptorist priest, the German children were separated 

from the Irish and American-born of immigrant parents and became 

wards of the German Catholics. By "1857," St. Vincent's Orphan 
Asylum began on the Delaware River in Tacony, with the Sisters 

of St. Francis overseeing the children. A chapel was on-site 
primarily as part of the orphanage, but eventually, it would 

10 
be the only Roman Catholic church for services in Tacony. 

The interpretation of this history is recounted somewhat dif

ferently because there had been--for decades--a cultural divi

sion between the "emigrants from Ireland and Germany with very 

clearly drawn national alignments. 1111The physical distance be

tween these two Catholic groups put the Irish more inland than 

the Germans near St. Vincent's. Thus, St. Vincent's history 

held the 1~rphanage's chapel as the "Cradle of Catholicity in 
Tacony, 11 where St. Leo's account stated that Catholics (i.e., 

Irish, though not identified) worshipped at St. Dominic's, a 
two mile walk that was much farther than St. Vincent's~ 3The 
orphanage's claim as "the only Catholic Church in Tacony" 

1011 
Golden Jubilee of St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, Tacony, Pa." 
Phila.: Nord-Amerika Print, 1907, p. 17. 

Roth, OSA, Rev. Francis X., "History of St. Vincent's Orphan 
11Asylum, Tacony, Phila." Phila.: Nord Amerika Press, 1934,p.30. 

12
11His tory of St. Leo's Church. 11 Phi la. : 1917. 

13Roth, op.cit. 
St. Dominic's was founded in 1849 on Frankford Avenue, a main 
"highway" since the 1700s. The first parishioners there were 
also of Irish ancestry, living in Holmesburg, next to Tacony. 



-20-

may sound boastful, but true where St. Leo's did not become 
established until about three decades later. But, the ethnic 

differences between the Irish and Germans culminated in the 

necessity for St. Leo's. 

There are no figures on the number of Roman Catholics 

in Tacony who complained to the Archdiocese in the early 1880s 

that they wanted their own church and a priest to communicate 

with them in English. St. Leo's was part of a widespread en

deavor to expand Catholicism within the city during the 1850 
14 

to 1900 period, according to historian Dennis Clark. This 

authority on the Irish, their migrations to Philadelphia and 

areas of settlement had not reported on "Tacony" or those of 

Irish ancestry who were the founding parishioners of St. Leo's. 

(There also is an undeterminable number on the Irish Catholics 

who worked for the Disston Saw Mills, the area's largest employ

er.) However, the Archdiocese's decision to found St. Leo's 

in 1884 had to be justified by the number that the leadership 

determined could financially sustain a parish. Father Roth, 

(an Augustinian priest and not a R~demptorist) wrote that St. 

Vincent's Orphanage Chapel was a "parish" from 1858 to 1879,15 

but the "parish" did not conform to the standard plan which 

had already been implimented in older parishes in the more de

veloped areas: church, rectory, convent and school. These 

buildings were required in a "parish" that was structured along 

families, education and administering the sacraments and other 

rites of the Church. St. Vincent's Chapel could not fulfill 

these "parish" activities and operations. 

14 
Clark, Dennis, "A Pattern of Urban Growth: REsidential Develop
ment and Church Location in Phila." Records, American Catholic 

15 Historical Society, vol. 81, March, 1970, #1., p.164. 
Roth, op.cit. 
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St. Leo's then, was designed as a Roman Catholic parish, 

the first one in this section of Philadelphia near th~ Delaware 

River. The first parishioners were, in Mahoney's 1895 account, 

few in number and "poor" but finishing the St. Leo's church 
16 

building which would "seat over a thousand persons." The St. 

Leo's congregants contributed to the growth of Tacony when this 

church brought the local Roman Catholics together to finish the 

building, then celebrate its long-awaited presence. 

Indeed, St. Leo's would serve as a catalyst to bring more 

Roman Catholics to Tacony where non-Catholic churches had been 

constructed prior to this nomination. A house of worship was 

one of a few comforts for those in the lower economic class. 

How accurate Mahoney's statement was could be challenged in the 

atlases, census records and rise in various industries which re

quired scores of workers. Housing increased, and the types of 

residential properties ranged from the simple semi-detached to 

substantial Victorians. The difference in about thirty years 

of development in Tacony is evident in the long lots for indi

vidual homes ·and their carriages in the rear. Indoor plumbing 

and parlors for entertaining were in these houses for the middle 

class who lived near St. Leo's. Presumably, the stabilization 

of che Disston Saw Mills and its extensive ownership of the real 

estate around St. Leo's placed some responsibility on the family

owned business on the community. The Disstons' philanthropy in 

Tacony was generous to all religious groups, but upon the death 

of Henry Disston in 1878, his wife, Mary inherited his wealth 

and the responsibilities attached. As the leading family in 

Tacony, the Disstons "envisioned Tacony as a working class com-

. f . h d " 17 St 'L . h munity o private omes an open spaces ..• wrote . eo par1s -

ioner and former reporter of 11The Catholic Standard & Times," 

16 Mahoney, op.cit. 
17 Baldwin, Lou, A Century of Service: A pictorial history of St. 

Leo Church in Tacony, Philadelphia. Phila.: 1984, p.15, 
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Lou Baldwin. The kind of paternalism seen in other neighbor

hoods where factories provided housing for their workers did 
not occur under the Disstons.18 Indeed, the 1895 Atlas of sub
divided lots on blocks owned by "Mary Disston" found no cor

roboration with Mahoney's 1895 history of St. Leo's, writing 

"A site for a church ... was presented by the Disston Family." 

Kirlin (1909) copied the same word, "presented" and interpreted 

it to mean a gift, which the "Deed" dismisses as false . (See 

enlarged portion of October 2, 1884 between Mary Diston and Most 

Reverend Patrick John Ryan Archbishop of Philadelphia for the 
church lot, "truly paid" by Ryan for "$1,500.00.'') There was 

no proof that the Disstons donated any land for St. Leo's use. 

St. Leo's first parishioners knew how to organize and to 

raise their own funds. Their self - sufficiency was bolstered by 

aggressive pastors and beneficial associations of the same type 

begun for immigrants from eastern and southern Europe at the 
same time. Moreover, those of Irish ancestry there would found 
a division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in 1889, a philan

thropic group . In 1894, two pastors at St. Leo's were able to 

raise "$17 1 000.00" to "complete the exterior of the church." La

ter that year, t.he one pas tor, Father McPhilomy obtained "$20,000. 
00" which seemed to have been spent on the interior's decoration. 

A "Crucifixion" painting over the altar was done by Lorenzo Scat

taglia\jho was known to Watson (from the extensive work Scattaglia 

did in conjunction with Durang.) Scattaglia decorated the Cathe

dral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul which murals still exist. 

These activities had not been aided by anyone but St. Leo's pari

shioners whose financial sacrifices were part of their faith. 

1~As early as the 1820s in Manayunk's textile mill district, the 
workers lived in employer - owned housing, such as the Schuylkill 
Factory whose owners founded St . John the Baptist R.C . Church. 

1%aldwin, op.cit., pp. 17, 24, 32 and 39. He cited no sources . 
Baldwin's statements about a "Luigi Scattaglia" are untrue. Loren
zo Scattaglia died in 1931 and is buried at Holy Cross Cemetery . 
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Despite its presence since 1884, this 
identify "St. Leo's,'' only "R.C. CH." 
owned by "Mary Disston," the small lot 
on October 2, 1884 for 11 $1,500.00'' was 
per ties sheowned throughout Tacony . 

1895 Baist Atlas did not 
Surrounded by large tracts 
purchased from Mrs. Disston 
trite compared to the pro-

Note the subdivided lots opposite St. Leo's which would have had 
more value sold individually than as one lot. 

/)[ ~Y.Y /t)ll 
.;,,i ,,.t,~ 

--i'. 
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St. Leo's parish was the last of the leading religious 

denominations to form in Tacony. The Episcopalians and Evan

gelical Lutherans had been in , the area since 1867, followed 

by the United Methodists (1874), Baptists (1881) and the Pres

byterians in 1883. The colliding rises of the Roman Catholics' 

St. Leo's with the Presbyterians who had the Disston family as 

their benefactors, would have cast the latter to have to show 

more loyalty to their faith and fellow Presbyterians. Moreover, 

there was an ethnicity problem that in Victorian Philadelphia 

prevailed. Irish Amertcan Catholic historian Dennis Clark wrote 

of "a gulf between the Irish and the 'proper Philadelphians'" 

at that time towards the progeny of the famine fleers. "The Ir-

ish were regarded and regarded themselves as a separate race of 

people," Clark added. Catholicism and the Irish culture were
2

6-s 

one, which to Protestants s-ngnalled an "inherently disloyal" s-lap to 

the American government, favoring the pope. The literature on 

Irish Catholics throughout the 19th century in the few and formal 

histories written by Protestants (Scharf & Westcott, Oberholtzer 

or Watson, then Jackson) either spared or reluctantly wrote in 

abbreviated versions about the group. St. Leo's, just as the 

other Roman Catholic parishes dominated by the Irish, would not 

have ~ts founding memorialized by these authors. 

The Roman Catholic press in Philadelphia, which had its be

ginning in 1833 was far different, though more flattering to the 

Irish, ignoring how by 1885, 35% of arrests in Philadelphia were 

of the Irish who were 10% of the population. The Irish Catholics 
21 

were denied political positions and roles in city government. In 

Tacony, the Irish Catholics were a minority to the Protestants whose 

seniority could be based on William Penn's associates who first 

occupied the area in the 1600s. 

20clark, Dennis, The Irish in Philadelphia. Phila.: Temple Univ. 
Press, 1973, pp. 129-131; 143-144. 

21 
Ibid., p. 131. 



-28-

As the last and smallest group in Tacony, the first parishi
oners of St. Leo's were susceptible to their agrarian lifestyle 

that influenced their class. As the underclass of Tacony, the 

Irish could only have fallen deeper into their Catholicism, 

which under the first pastor, Father Joseph Strahan strengthened 

with hopefulness. The Archdiocese had recently welcomed a new 
leader with Patrick John Ryan that spring of 1884. (The tit l e 

to St . Leo's was deeded in his name that October . ) How well any 

news or communications with the rest of Philadelphia arrived to 
Tacony's Roman Catholics could only have been through the news

paper, "The Catholic Standard," if one could read. But Father 

Strahan would have discussed news within the Catholic church in 

general and foremost would be what Pope Leo XIII had to say. 

Leo (1810-1 903) began as ~pope in February of 1878 in wha t 

is now believed as the turning point in the history of the Roman 

Catholic Church . The choice of naming the Tacony parish after 

Pope Leo ' s patron saint may have been overlooked by non-Catholics 

who only could see the pope, Leo, who at the time was heavily 

involved in politics and labor reform .
22

To the Protestants in 
Tacony who were akin to the Nativists farther south, Pope Leo 

was a political leader in competition with American presidents 

and the emperors, kings and premiers elsewhere. In a word, the 

presumed power of Pope Leo threatened Protestants . But the same 
pope and his writings consoled Catholics such as those at St . Leo's. 

Who chose the name for this parish gets no blame, nor credit. But 

Protestants in Tacony outnumbered the Catholics and would have had 

reason(s) to be annoyed by the parish's naming. 

22 
Of the many sources on Leo XIII ' s years as pope, some extended 
discussions may be found in Hughes , Philip, A Popular History of 
the Catholic Church. NY: Macmillan Co., 1962 . 



-29-

Warner did not address any of the possible vestiges of 
agrarian culture that existed for decades within the Irish Cath

olic community before St. Leo's--he only stressed how independent 

the northeast became when the factories appeared and businesses 

developed to accommodate the locals there. Warner suggested 

there was no need to go "downtown" (i.e., to Center City) and 

to be exposed to the "proper Philadelphians" or their haute so

phistication. If the habits and lifestyles of Taconians were 

similar in 1912 to the 1890s in exposure and mobility to the 

Center City culture, Warner calculated a small
2
~ercentage of 

the Northeast's residents visiting "downtown." Was a type of 
provincialism implied? 

To Irish Catholics, their faith was their lives, which ex

plains how St. Leo's grew to where by 1928, five (5) parishes 

were established within its old boundaries and were able to be 

financially sustained. What had been sown at St. Leo's proved 

successful, without much influence from employment or anything 

else. What Clark the Irish Catholic historian summarized about 

his group applied to St. Leo's first parishioners: "The social 

changes between 1870 and 1900 ... strongly shaped the urban deport

ment of the Philadelphia Irish (because) (R)eligiously they 

shaped a Catholic bureaucracy in a Victorian image that eventually 

attracted and held masses of other immigrants through its schools 
and influence." 

tional," "in a 

Roman Catholic 

By "Victorian," Clark meant "communal," '1tradi

tight middle class image" and defensive of the 

d · 24 r· h 1 · fl ab octrine. ese were va ues not in uence y 

industrialism, but by religion. For this neighborhood so far 

from the others in Philadelphia, St. Leo's provided the primary 

and pervasive cohesion with other Roman Catholics who contributed 
to the City's progress. 

23 
Warner, Sam Bass, The Private City. Phila.: Univ. of Penna. Press, 

2]987, p. 192 (chart). 
Clark, op.cit., pp.143-144. 
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The City Planning Commission provided the maps of "Urban 
Growth" for Temple University's William W. Cutler, III , Ph . D.25 

that indicate development in 1850 in the Tacony area which did 

not change much in the 1900 map, but significantly increased by 
1920--when the five parishes were formed or about to be form ed 
from St. Leo's. This information corroborates with Warner and 

the Archdiocese's planning of parishes where warranted by the 

number of Catholics in a given area. ( It ideally is about 1,000. ) 

URBAN GROWTH IN PHILADELPHIA 

... -... , ........ ! ' , 

1800 1850 

1900 1920 

·-

1800 -1960 

,,.. ... _ .-...... 
; 

i 

25 
Cutler, Wm., III, "The Persistent Dualism: Centralization and 
Decentralization in Philadelphia, 1854-1975," in Cutler & Gil
lette, Howard (Eds.) , The Divided Metropolis: Social & Spatial 
Dimensions in Philadelphia, 1800-1975. Westport: Greenwood 
Press, 1980. 
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St. Leo's Church once held a significant number of rites 

because thousands of parishioners lived within its boundaries. 

By the end of the 1920s, several thousand Philadelphians who had 

originally claimed St. Leo's as their parish before 1917 had be

come members of five (5) neighboring parishes created for them. 

These parishes would only have been founded if the number of Ca

tholics in a given area could financially support them--which 

resulted in at least 5,000 individuals leaving St. Leo's for the 

new parishes. City planning maps show the rise in population in 

the Northeast, a large expanse of land that while part of the 

municipal government, represented a distinctive area and identity. 

What Warner showed in his finding for traffic from Tacony and 

other Northeast communities in southbound travel in 1912 and the 

very low percentage connecting to the Center City milieu, was 

the result of what St. Leo's first parishioners experienced in 

previous decades. They learned to be independent and self-sup

portive as the minority group in those early years of the church's 

establishment in Tacony. But the growth of St. Leo's before 1920 

(when the first division in the parish occurred) proved how in

fluential that Roman Catholics at that Tacony parish had been in 

the overall growth of Northeast Philadelphia's industrial corri

dor. After all, St. Leo's existed far longer than the Disston 

Saw Mills (by over fifty years), and other major industries depen

dent on the city's labor force and location. However, at the 

present, St. Leo's church building is available for sale, despite 

its stable condition and loss of members who had to merge with 

Our Lady of Consolation Church. St. Leo's church holds a history 

of Tacony and its identity with large-scale factories that no 

longer remain as reminders of this exceptional period of Phila

delphia's industrial contributions to our country. 

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA 

January, 2019 
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St. Leo Church - associated architects, engineers, etc. 
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Watson & Huckel (fl . 1902 -1917) (Architects) 

Citations from Published References: 

• receiving estimates/bids (PRERBG, 11/1/1905) 
• engaged to draw plans (PRERBG, 1/1/1908) 

• Watson, Frank Rushmore (1859 - 1940) (Architect) 

Citations from Published References: 

• preparing plans (PRERBG, 5/21/1890) 
• completed plans (PRERBG, 8/6/1890) 
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D'Ascenzo, Nicola (1871 - 1954) 
STAINED GLASS ARTIST; MURALIST, PAINTER 

Born: 9/25/1871, Died: 1954 

Biography from the American Architects and Buildings 
database 

Born in Italy and brought to the United States at the age of 11, Nicola 
D'Ascenzo was originally apprenticed to a stonecutter and to a 
woodworker, but he acquired his formal training in painting in the 
evenings at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, the 
Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Arts (now part of 
Philadelphia's University of the Arts) and the New York School of 
Design -- although he did return to Italy briefly to study at the Scuola 
Libera in Rome. D'Ascenzo's family had been armor makers in Italy, 

:SIDlillAPHY ..... _ 

Mural Decoration for a Ball Room 
(by Nicola D'Ascenzo, 1899) 
AIAIT-Square Yearbook, p. 48 (1899) 
> View more images (29 total] 

and he was talented in a wide range of artistic endeavers, including easel painting (in fact he had 
numerous exhibitions of his paintings during his lifetime) as well as those pursuits which we 
associate with the studio: stained glass, mosaics, and mural painting. In an interview published in 
1936 in the magazine Pennsylvania Arts and Sciences, D'Ascenzo boasted that he was earning a 
fair livelihood before the age of 21 as an interior decorator; the decorations in the chancel of the 
church of the Philadelphia Graphic Sketch Club (now the Fleisher Art Memorial at 7th and Catharine 
sts. in Philadelphia) were executed by him when he was 17 years old. In 1896 D'Ascenzo opened 
his studio in Ludlow Street in Philadelphia, and by the 1920s he had moved the studio to 1604 
Summer Street in Philadelphia. 

D'Ascenzo Studios (fl. ca. 1896 - 1954) 
STAINED GLASS STUDIO 

Biography from the American Architects and Buildings 
database 

In 1896 Nicola D'Ascenzo opened his studio on Ludlow Street in 
Philadelphia, and by the 1920s he had moved the much enlarged 
studio to 1604 Summer Street in Philadelphia. 

During the early days before the Studio achieved its great successes, 
D'Ascenzo himself made the first rough sketch for the design, but later 
the work was a collaborative effort likened by D'Ascenzo to "an 
orchestra composed of a group of artists but directed by an individual. 
It is in the ancient guild spirit where men worked for the love of the 
thing they created." It is not surprising that we find an echo here in 
D'Ascenzo's words of John Ruskin and the belief that the medieval 
worker differed from Ruskin's contemporaries in that he found joy in 
his labor. 

'<. __ BIOGRAPHY 
---- ........ 

[Unitarian Church] 
Evening Public Ledger clipping re: 
chancel mosaic 
(9/30/1930) 
D'Ascenzo Studio Archives, 
Athenaeum of Philadelphia. 
Local ID#: 29-P-246-006 
> View more images [50 total) 

The work of the studio extended across the country and abroad and clearly departed from the 
traditional mainstay of ecclesiastical glass. The success of the D'Ascenzo Studios can be 
measured, therefore, not only in the more visible projects such as the Ages of Man window installed 
in the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, or the complete installation of windows for 
the Washington Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge, PA, or the windows designed for the now defunct 
Horn & Hard art Automats in New York and Philadelphia. but also in lesser known residential 
projects stretching from the East Coast to New Mexico. 

In addition to Nicola D'Ascenzo's own hand in the studio designs, the work of at least two other 
artists has been identified. Both Edwin J. Sharkey (1879-1951) and David Bramnick (1892-1959) 
contributed to the success of the DAscenzo Studios. 

Written by Sandra L. Tatman. 
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ISTOR.ICAL SKETCHES. 

l from Father Barry the oid St. Cecilia's frame church 
1 ~esidence and the school. 
ol, however, was not to be kept long in use for this 
tturcd a plan which was to allow all of the original 
as n school. He began work on the basement of a 

,f the residence .3nd fronting on Allegheny Avenue, 
,f the most spacious and handsome in the city. The 
solidly laid and the ·basement walls erected, he had 
>n September 21, 1890. Archbishop Ryan officiated 
1ott preached. There wns an enormous concourse 
the work pusl1ed that the basement was dedicated 
Archbishop Ryan, Father McDermott again preach

:aking a congratulatory address. 
,! chapel superseded and an opportunity given for 
ents. Not only was the chapel turned into school
• wus added to the building, the change costing 
was th us supplied with a school that has accommo-

ildrcn. The old frame chapel, too, received a new 
1nrish hall. 

>t done building, however. In the spring of 1893 he 
structure of the church and had the masonry nearly 
ms accident, that might, however, have been much 
day night, October 13, 1893, a fierce hurrican~ blew 
de wnll down upon an<l crushed in the roof of the 
of everything but the sanctuary. Though it wns 

' o'clock, yet, fortunately, there was no one in the 
t ha vc been sacrificed. The following Sunday and 
congregation had to worship in the frame chapel. 
as quickly as circumstances would permit, and the 

er than they had been. 11,en the work was con
r of I 894 that on the outside of the building was com
,nts an exceptionally fine appearance, and will be 
,r worthy of so large and elegant a temple. 
; parishioners celebrated, on June 18, 1895, the sil
m in a wny which shows unmistakably how he and 
other, They presented to him a testimonial check 
1g n 1nemorial altar erected in the new church. 

ST. LEO'S, TACONY. 141 

ST. LE01s, TAcONY, 1884. 

PRIOR to 1884 this parish belonged gcograpl1ically to St. Dominic's 
parish, Holmesburg, but many of the Catholics residing in Tacony 
worshiped in the chapel of St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, situated in 

the village. In May of the year named St. Leo's parish was formed, 
and Rev. Joseph A. Strahan, assistant at the Visitation Church, was ap
pointed ns its first pastor by the then Administrator of the Diocese, VerJ Rev. 
lll. A, Walsh, LL.D. 

For a time Rev. Father Strahan offered up the Holy Sacrifice in a hall 
on the State Road, and rented a dwelling on the same thoroughfare as his 
residence. A site for a church at Unruh and Keystone Streets, on the 
other side of the Pennsylvania Railroad, was presented by the Disston family, 
and the pastor soon afterwards bought lots adjoining this. By the willing 
and energetic aid of the parishioners the excavations were soon mnde pre
paratory to laying the foundations of the new church, the corner-stone of which 
was ble,sed and laid on-Octo1.ler 5, 1S84, by Archbishop Ryan. Rev. Thomas 
J. Barry, rector of the Visitation Church, preached, The basement was cov
ered over before the winter set in. Work was then continued on the interior 
and the basement chapel was dedicated. 

The building of the pastoral residence was begun in September, 1885, 
and the house was occupied the following }pring. The property remained 
thus until early in 1892, when Father Strahan began work on the superstruc
ture; but he did not remain to finish it, as in September of this year he was 
transferred to the more important parish of the Immaculate Conception, Jen
kintown, left vacant by the death of Rev. Thomas IV. Power. He was suc
ceeded by Rev. Michael C. Donovan, previously of Coatesville, who resumed 
the work whic~ had been suspended and pushed it energetically until the walls 
were up nnd under roof. 

Yet it bas been left to a11other to complete the work, for Father Donovan 
was, near the -;,lose of November, 1894, promoted to the irremovable rector
ship of St. Pffil's. His successoris Rev. Hubert P. lllcPhilomy, who bad been 
assistant at the.Visitation since his ordination. With :J.. small and~.2!!.
~ation he is wo_r,l~ing hard to fur~ish the paris_h wi_th a temnl.!,.. that will be a 
very pretty one when completed. It is of the Gothic style, with an,21'en bell 
tower, and is 6o feet wide by 1.40 feet long. Three adjoining doorways at 
the front give entrance to the church, nod the bas~ent is reac~.ed by covered 
entrances on either side. The walls are of Stockton sto~ trimmed with In
~li;-,.cstone. The church will seat over a thousand persons. · ·-

' 
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important ohj{•cl. 11 c li;,s been much cditicd by the mtmcrous ,in<l 
splcnclid evidences of Philadelphia charity, which he has witnessed, 
and he has been em:l)uragcd by the Right Rev. Dr. Kenrick to 
promot':' clTcclt!ally the good w~rk It<-: has commenced. He appeals 
then w 1lh conhdcncc to your hbcrality and feels himself embo ld
cnccl when he pleads the cause of those little ones tow:n·d ,vhom 
Jesns Christ manifested such a tenderness :ind aff~tion. It is not 
11cccss;1ry for him to dwell longe1· on a suhject which must address 
itself to Lhl' feelings of all, or lo sng!(est the powerful motives 
snpr>lie<l hy ,·cligion. The Catl10lics o·f Philadcl(>hia snrcly will not 
Jail to profit hy the oppo rtunity of assis ting the destitute orphan 
and thus hccomc the hap1>y instruments o f God's bounty toward 
their fellow creatures." 

F. G111h, Pastor of Ho/31 Tri11,i1,,, 
J.>hiladclphia, November Ir, 1834. · 

P. S. - !\ftcr the .ihovc had been written, so many were the 
applicat ions for admission into the asyhm1. that three clislrcssing 
cases were judged Lo clcmancl immediate ass istance. The 1111111bcr 
of orphan hoys has hccn in.:1·cased lo eighteen :111d a nother larger 
house h:1s been rented in Spruce Street, opposite to Trinity Church, 
where we now arc. Besides the o rdinary subscription of twcnty
li"c cents a mo111h, any article o f furniture or hoys' clothi11g will 
he than kfully received. Co11tril1utions will he received hy the sub
scriber and by lhc othrr Catholic Pastors of the City." 
The new home r eceived the name of "St. Vincenfs Male 

Orphan Asylum", ancl in 1836 numbered thirty-one occupants. Due 
to his departure from Philaclelphia in August of the same year, Father 
Guth prnpose<I to the managers of St. Joseph's to restrict their 
orphanage to g irls nnly, but to unite St. John's and St. Vincent's and 
to admi t boys exclusively into St. John's. His proposal was accepted 
and thus the fi rst St. V incent's H ome ceased to exist. 

A GERMAN CATHOLIC OlxPHAN ASYLVM 
In the beginning, the care of the orphans was carried on il)y the 

united efforts of the Catholic parishes in Philadelphia. Regarding 
the cai·e of boys, Holy 'l'rini ty, the cinly German Parish of the city, 
did pioneer wod {. 

An unexpected influx of German immigrants in the middle of 
the last century brought about a change in these conditions. We 
read that 57,500 Germans arrived in 1846; their nmnber increased to 
215,0,)9 in 1854. 1l'hese immigrants were as a rule of the poorer 
classes with little more t han t he rudiments of an education. As was 
to be expected, their work for dai ly bread left them little opportunity 
of learning the E nglish lang uage. For this reason they. dcsi~·ed to 
b e able to converse with those to whom they entrusted their children. 
They also w ished that th e latter would learn or retain the 111other
tong11c. This explains sufficiently the acceptance of the plan [or a 
Catholic Cerman Orphan Asylum. One must not however, consider 
thefic as the sole [actors. 

During the years preceding- 1845, there had been only a few 
Catholics among the German ~migrants. One church, Holy Trinity, 
fonnclecl in J 789, st1 fficcd to prm-.ide for the spiritual needs of the 
German Catholics. The second one, St. Peter's at Fifth Street aml 
Girard Avenue, was fot1n<led in 18.p, fifty-th ree years later. 'l'his 
church was to care for the Germans of the "Northern Liberties". The 
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years following 1845 saw a rapid increase in the m11nber o f German 
Catholics. In the extreme Northwestern part of the city. Manayunk, 
St. Mary's of the Assumption was found ed in 1&j9. This was fol
lowed in 1853 by St. Alphonsus' in South Philadelphia. Due to a 
scarcity of priests, the North-Philadelphia German Catholics could 
not be provided with a priest who spoke their lang uage. 

St. Peter's was given in charge of the Redemptorists. The 
efforts of these pioneers in behalf of the German Catholics cannot be 
estimated too highly. In a ll the larger cities where these Fathers 
hacl parishes, they strove to make them complete. Besides church 
and school, they also erected thei r own orphanage and hospitals, to
gether w·ith a parish cemetery. Almost every orphan asylum for 
German speaking Catholics between 1840 - 186o was the result of 
their zeal. 

'fhcy built St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum in New York in 18s1, 
the German Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum in Buffalo in 1852; St. 
Anthony's in Baltimore in 1852 and St. Joseph's in Rochester in 1861. 
This explains the similarity in the organiwtion nud rcgnla tion of 
these Homes. An additional reason is the fact that the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame from M1111ich 1rnd charge o[ t hese asylums. 'l'he first 
Superior General of America, the saintly and energetic Mother 
Caroline Friess, deserves special mention. She held the Reclemp
torists in the highest esteem and supported them to the full extent 
of her ability. 

Among the Redcmptorists themselves, the Rt. Rev. John 
Neumann, the four th 'Bishop of Philadelphia, is outstandin~ £or his 
efforts in promoting Orphan Asylums for German speaking Catholics. 
The following letter, written as early as October 1841 to the Leopol
dine Mission Society in Vienna, testifies to this zeal : 

''Very o ften poor Gcnnan pal'ents give their smnll children 
to A mericans who accept them gl:tclly in order to hring them up as 
Protestants. This h:ippens most frequently with 11cwcomers. The 
same situation developed in times past with the French and l rish 
families, but the Bishops, recognizing the da.ni:cr, estahlishccl 
orphanages, under the care of the S isters of Charity. These Sis
ters already number two hundred, :ind hnve scvc11tcc11 O rphana
ges. S ince these Orphanages were established bv French and 
I rish Bishops, children of these na.tionalitics l!ct the preference. 
There should he several orphanages for the German •children in 
order to save them, but the help for this work must come from 
Germany". 

Another reason not to be ignored was that SL J ohn's could 
accommodate no more orphans, because the German Immigration 
had been exceeded by the Irish , of whom 221 ,253 came in the year 
1851. 

As a summary, we may say the g reat number o f German 
Immigrants with their ignorance of the Eng-lish languag e and their 
desire to cultivate the mother tongue even in the new country; the 
duty of the Bishop to provide for the little ones of his flock; the in
flu ence of t he Redemptorists and the overcrowding- of St. John 's, were 
the ma-in reasons that Jed to the erection of a Catholic Orphanage for 
Germans in the Diocese of Philadelphia. 
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~odJtt>'ftcn ~mn ~r3°flifcf;oi¥ ~ItJmt f dJr I 
feicrlicf; licganacn. ~(dJt \j:lricf tcr 1mb nUc 
IDlitgiicbcr bcr, !ncrluoitung.sratqcil bc.s et. I 
~incen3-~oifc11fJauf ell qattcn ficIJ aum &m• 
.µfangc be.s qodJro'ftcn .\)mn OucrIJirtcn 
cingcfunbcn, bcr um 2 ltqr nncIJmittag§ 
mit bcm fJorfJlU. /germ C\;. D. /girtcrmnnn 
itn ~aif cnf)aufe onfom 

~m ~afJrc 1898 erfJieit bic ®nifc11[Jm1~
.\1'aµcffe ouernrnrn 3lUei idJOllC ,\;icifincn,9tn• 
tuc11 3u111 @ef clJ('ttfc: !non ber licben ~.ltutter 
~ottcs unb bet> fJf. 2(ntoniut,, bic rnn crjtrn 
6onntaoc im ~lllonnt~ 9.lltii nuincjlcf1t n1m, 
llcn. 

~m ~nf)rc 1889 \uurbc bor, (if. (Jt'OlJn• 
[eiciinamBfcft im ®oijenfJoujc au! cine oan3 
liejonhcrr, fcicriicIJe ®cif e lic11n11gc11 unb 
fJotten ficIJ 3u l:licfcr ~eicr oudJ arn) Iler 
Btabt \l:lfJifobcipf)ia t1icic ®of)ltrJatcr be-:: 
llliaifcnl)aufci3 cinncf11nbcn unb 3ciot ficIJ 
llon ~o!Jr 3u ~nl)r cine nrof.lcre !!3orlicbe 
untcr ben beutcIJen SrotfJofifcn iu,irnbcf, 
p[Jia'.B, bicicB crlJo[icnc fl'cit im ®oi[cn• 
f101t[c 0n bcgc(Jctt, luo c>:l 1.10dJ bcr jcIJi:ittcn 
8ittc bcr oUen ,'\;\cimotf1 burdJ cine fcil•rlidJC 1 
\lsro3cif(o11 im fl'rcicn llurdJ bic 011m11HJi11cn 
Wufngcn bcB ®ai[cnfJaujcs Iic;1ang-e11 tuer• 
bcn form. 

~(m Hl. illlai 1902 \ucif1tc fJocfJl11. !Enter 
@co. 9RicIJcI 51uci nettc 6tatucn cin, bic 
l'ien IJ!, !Ei11ccn3 be \j.laufo 1mb eincn {JL 
6dJu1Jcng-cl barftcffcn. '.Dief e bcil'icn . 6to, 
t1tcn rourbcn 011 bcr rrront, (\:llff abc bef 
ltCHCtt @coattber, DCB lffiaijcnl)llH[rr, nn{IC• 
[n:acf)t. 

91cif1cnfofnc bcr ~ticftcr im \IB11ijcnf1nuf c. 
~({!3 baB ~ni[en[Jmtf> im ~lJci:irJ befi ~a()• 

rcr, 1857 ucaorJrn ltinrbc, luar barin 1tocIJ 
rcinc S~aµcHc ein(leridJtct unb mufitcn l'id.1, 
tam l:lic c[Jr\11. BrIJtucftcrn 11arIJ /golmc~liurn 
gcl)en, um bent f}L 9Jlciioµfer bei3u\uoIJ· 
ncn, bod) boucrte bas niclJt (011ge, ba bcr 
dJr\u. SDicncr @oftc.tl ~oIJ. 9ceµomuf 9,cu, 
111mm, bee banrnli11e ~if cI1of uou 1:j3IJifobcl• 
µqia, bcn qodJ\o. mater 1J r n n 3 @ m c i • 
n c r 3um Xi'aµfon bcr, ®nif cuIJouf cil er, 
nanntc, her bar in audJ f cine ~olJnunn nui• 
fdihtu . . 

,'QodJlu. [later @mcincr tuurbc im ~n[Jre 
1860 llcrfc(lt unb fJoc!Jtu. filotcr ~ n f o (J 
ID1 C 9i ll ll ;) [) t C 11 nm f Cill 9fo£lJfO([JCr er, 
nannt. SDodJ blic6 bie[ er !)3ricftcr nidJt Ionne 
int lllaifcu(Jaufe, ba er 11ocIJ in bcmf criicn 
Z5a(Jrc tJcrf e(lt iuurbc unb bt>n fiocI11u. filatcr 
~ 0 q O 1t 1l ).t O 1l 3 C r nm ffiad)fo{gcr Cr• 
f)icrt 

A •~••r:,••-~•• -1 1'~···--~· •••-
however, did not remain long, being 
transferred clming the same year and 
succeeded by Rev. John Tanzer. In 
July, 1861, Rev. J. Tanzer was trans
ferred, l{ev. Matthew J. Meurer suc
ceeding him. 

Having labored seven years as chap· 
lain, Rev. 1\1 curer was transferred in 
1868, and Rev. B. A. Baumeister made 
his successor. 

Rev. Baumeister remained until 1869, 
in which year he was succeeded by Rev. 
H. A .. Deppmann. In the year 1872 
Rev. Deppmann was transferred to 
Pottsville ;_mcl Rev. R. E. K uenzcr was 
made his successor. Shortly after his 
appointment the latter, on, account of 
sickness, was obliged to ask for a pro· 
longed rest. During this time the Rev· 
crcntl Fathers of St. Peter's . .Phihttlcl
phia, took charge of the spiritual wel· 
fare of the Asylum. 1\fter the death of 
Rev. Father Kucnzer. Rev. FI. Dieterich 
became chaplain. The latter was 1 rans
fcrrcd November 14, 1874, and Rev. 
John F. Fechtel made his ~;uccessoL 

October 26, 1879, Rev .Father Fechtel 
announced that he felt in conscience 
bound either to give up his place ns 
chaplain or to apply to the H.cv. Arch
bishop 'vVoocl for an as,sistant, as it was 
impossible for him to do justic:c to his 
duties as pastor of All Saints' Church, 
in Uridcsburg, and as chaplain of the 
Asylum. Therefore. through the Presi· 
dent, Rev. IVL. Hohlaus, C. SS. R., the 
Board submitted a petition to the :\fost 
Reverend Archbishop requesting him to 
give the i\.sylum a rc~idcnt chaplain, 
who at the same Lime coulcl take the 
Q.llSloral charge of the German. Catholics 
in Tacmiy. The i\iost Rcvcreild Arch
bishop gT,mtcd their petition, and Rev. 
J. Gerhard Frcucle was appointed first 
rector of St. Vincent's Parish and self
clcpcnclenf chaplain of the Asylum. 
August 20, 1883, Rev. Father Freurle 
made a trip to Europe. During his ab· 
scnce Rev. Charles Scheid took his 
place. April 6, 1884, Rev. Freudc re
turned, and Rev. Scheid was transferred 
to St. Paul's Church, in Reading. June 
3, 1884, Rev. Father Frcudc, on account 
of poor health, was compelled to make 
anoth~r trip to Eul'OpC, hut returned 
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1\llgcmchtr ~r!id7id1tr i'rN, lmuhmt~ 
. lJUlUiC!I. 

:Die crftcn %tfiinoc bc.o St. Qlinccn3·~ni• 
f cnf)nnf c.o ht XnconlJ. 

-----
0 Hein attcIJ tm ~n(Jrc 1854 

i:lic .Sol)I bcr bcutfclJcn fntrJo• 
Ii[cIJcn ~3cmcinbcn unb. S"to•. 
tfJolffcn in ,\µfjilobcIµfJin ac· 

. 1ucicn \um:, gnu c.1l ficrcitil bn, 
morn bcutf cIJc fnt[Jofif cfJc fillai[cnth1bcr, fiit 
Mc Sorge gdro!Jctt \ucrbcn m11f3tc, unb fee, 
Iencifrioc bctttfdJc fntrJorijcI1c l)3ricftcr 1111b 
ot,fcrluiUigc bcutidJc ~atriolil'cn, tucfdicn bic 
9lotfJ i:licfcr ormcn filloifcnfinbcr om ,\)Cr3c11 
fog 1mb i:lic iC)r oufJcifcn luomcn. 

Gr.1l gou bomorn in bcr Gtollt \pfJifobcf, 
t,[Jio 11m 01uei bcut[cIJc fntfJofifdJc grirdJcn: 
bic ortcfJrtuiirbigc Sl'ircIJc 3ur ~mcrfJL '.Drci• 
foftigrcit mt bcr G. unb ®i,rncc Strofic, bic 
tmuttcrfirdJe nUcr bcutfdicn fotfJolifclicn 
S1'irdicn in \p[Jiiabcii,IJio, unb bic !St. \l3C• 
tcrs,stircIJc cm bcr 5. unb ~ronflin G!rofac, 
bcr Iicutigctt @irorb Wucnuc. '.Die im [i\b, 
Iiciien ®taMtrJcifc aelcacnc Gt. 9(ft,fJonjus· 
Sl'irdJc on bcr 4. unb fficcb @Strof.ie lunr luo(Jf 
im !Bau ucgriffcn, oucr noel) Ictngc nidJ! \Jol, 
Icnbct unb ht 9RonntJtmf ium: mit ber 
@riinbuna ,cincr bcut[dJcn fntrJoiifdJcn @c• 
mcinbc fnt{m cin i>[nfong gcmnciit luorbcn. 
~(ucIJ bic BnIJI bcr 9Tiitgiiebcr bcr @cmcinbc 
0ut: 'itnerIJL '.Drcifnrtigfcit unb bcr <St. \µc, 
tcr?-,@cmcinbc llJClt 11ocfJ 11ic1Jt iilicrmn[3ig 
grof.l. ~ocii IJattcn bic[ c ucibcn @cmcinbcn 
bamnrn 3luci lion aiiifJrnbem Cil:ifcr fiir ba!l 
<Sccfc11(Jcif bcr ifJnca nnucrtrnutcn \µfnrr, 
fittbcr uc[certe l,J3ricftcr: .bic @cmcinbc 3ur 
~mcrIJf. ::Drcifoltigrcit bcn fJodJlu. !Bater 
\µ ct c r rm a r in 1£ or u o 11 tmb blc 6t. 
\µctcril•@cml'inbc bcn Iioc1J\U. \15otcr il o • 
re 11 n ,\) o Io ct, GS'.. 88. 91., bic nI.G bic 
dgcntiidJcn @riinbcr bes !St. minccn0•filsoi, 
[cn(Joufci:\ in '.tncon\J 01\\JCiclJcn 1ucrbrn miif • 
fen; jo burd) 0nfJc !!MimriidJfcit unb fcY!ci.l 
0Jom,crtn111cn on[ ciieincnb 1miiucr\uinbiicl)c 
~ittbcrniif c 6c1unitigtc11. Cl:fJrc i{Jreiu 9!11, 
bcnfcn ! 

:Der crjtc mci:tunltuna~rnHJ bc.o St. ~in, 
CCIIJ•fils tl i [ CU f) tl It [ C:J, 

<;Die[ c ucibcn IJodJIU .. ~err en ucricjl'n cine 
offcntfhiic !Berf nmmhmg bcr Wiilnlicbcr irJ• 
tct @cmcinbcn unb bcr ticutjc(JCll .ll'otfJoii, 
fen ~IJiinbefµfJio'ii, i:lic im filsof)ttfJnufc lll'ro 
~errn ~eintidJ :I'nnbt gcgcn ~nbc bl'ro 0nlJ· 

General History of the Asyl 

Fouuding of St. Vincent's Orphau, :A 
Tncony,1Pa. 

LTHOUGH the m 
of German Catholic 
German Catholic pa 
was small in Philad 
i11 1854, still there 

Gi:i'n1an orphans to be carC'cl for. 
zealous German Catholic pastor 
their generous-hearted people, to 

, the fate of these children strong 
I· pcalccl, earnestly endeavored to cc . , 
I their relief. The German Cti;-1:'t 
1 parishes at the time were: Most 

7 

Trinity, on Sixth ancl Sprnce Sf· 
1\1Iotl:~r Church of the German Ctf-liV 
in Philadelphia, and St. Peter's, 
and Franklin Streets, now Gira1tl &/ 
nue. 

In the sottthcrn part of the cit 
erection of St. i\lphonsus' C 
Fourth and Recd Streets, was i, 
grcss; and in Manayunk the org 
tion of a German Catholic paris 
scarcely begun. The number of r 
ioners of both Holy Trinity m 
Peter's was, as yet, very small. 
parishes, however, had vny z 
priests, untiring in their labor f, 
salvation of souls entrusted to 
care. The founders of St. Vir 
Orph,magc were Rev. Fathers 
Maria Carbon, Pastor of Holy '] 
Church, ancl Lawrence Holzer, ' 
R., of SL. Peter's Church. Uy pc1 
ing efforts and trust in God, they 
came apparently invincible obstac 

Honor to Their Blessed Memc 

The First Board of Mmrngers of St. V1 
Orphan Asylnni. 

Toward the end of the year oJ 
tln:se two Reverend Fathers sum 
their parishioucrs to a puhlic mcc· 
the residence of l\fr. Hcnrv · 
:\fter ,1 long discussion, they <leci 
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476 CATHOLICITY IN PHILADELPHIA App. 

built a handsome pastoral residence on. Tioga Street, and on 22 
July, 1907. began the erection of the church, the comer-stone of 
which was blessed 3 November, 1907. 

In May. 1884, the Rev. Joseph A. Strahan. assist .. 
'-tburcbt ant at the Church of the Visitation, was appointed 
\tacon'!?, 1864 by the Administrator of the Diocese. the Very Rev. 

M. A. Walsh, LL. D.. to organize into a parish 
the Catholics residing in T acony, who, while belonging to the parish 
of Holmesburg, worshipped in the Chapel of St. Vincenfs Orphan 
Asylum, Tacony. The opening of the industrial plants had brought 
a sufficiently numerous Catholic population to warrant the organiz~ 
ing of this new parish. Father Strahan at first said Mass in a hall 
on State Road, and resided in a rented dwelling on the same thor
oughfare. The Disston family, large employers of the neighbor
hood, presented a site for a church at Unruh and Keystone Streets. 
and Father Strahan by purchasing adjoining lots secured ground 
sufficient for the purposes, and began the work of building. The 
corner-stone was blessed on 5 October, 1884~ by Archbishop Ryan. 
~ . . . 

Ear]y in the spring the work on ~e basement was completed. In 
the foUowing September Father Strahan built the pastoral resi
dence. In the year 1892 he renewed work on the church, but in 
September was transferred to the Immaculate Conceptiont Jenkin
town, and the Rev. Michael C. Donovan, who had been pastor at 
Coatesville, was appointed rector~ and continued the work. When 
the walls were up and under roof~ Father Donovan was promoted 
to the irremovable rectorship of St. Paurs? in November, 1894, and 
his successor, the Rev. Hubert P. McPhilomy, who had been as~ 
sistant at the Visitation, at once devoted all his energy to the com~ 

pletion of the church, which was dedicated. ~unday, 24 November, 
1895. by Archbishop Ryan. On 22 September~ 1898, Father Mc· 
Philomy was promoted to the irremovable rectorship of St. John•s, 
and the Rev. John J. Rogers,, the present rector, who had been 
one of the assistants at the Cathedral, was appointed rect_or of St. 
Leo• s. He began the erection of a school, the corner~stone of which 
was blessed on 24 June. 1906. by the Right Rev. Mgr. Loughlin, 
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D. D. The handsome building was opened on 8 September, 1908. 
The Sisters of St. Joseph are in charge of the school and reside in 
the convent remodeled from the former rectory. The inmates of 
the House of Correction at Holmesburg are attended by the rector 
and his assistant, the Rev. Hugh Trimble. 

1tbc After having been in charge of this parish for two 
and a half years, the Redemptorists turned over 
the property to the Archbishop, as the exigencies 
necessitated an English~speaking parish church in 

that district, to accommodate the English~speaking Catholics. who 
were in the majority. In January, 1885, the Rev. Francis J. 
Quinn, who had been assistant at St. Anne's, was appointed rector~ 
and the Rev. George Wolf was appointed as assistant rector~ 
to attend the Germans of the district. The priests took up their 
residence in a part of the school~house until the year following, 
when they took possession of the present pastoral residence, and 
the entire first floor of the church building became the school, 
which was ·in charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph. This arrange
ment proved inadequate, however, and the old frame.-structure 
which had been used as a chapel at the beginning of the Visitation 
parish, was re-erected next to the Nativity rectory to serve as a 
school. Father Quinn in 1890 began the building of the present 
church. The comer-stone was blessea 21 September? 1890, by 
Archbishop Ryan. The Rev. D. I. McDermott preached the 
sermon. On 22 February of the following year, the basement 
was dedicated to divine service by the Archbishop, and Father 
McDermott again delivered an appropriate sermon. An addi
tional story was added to the school building, and class.-room 
accommodations were thus secured for a thousand childrent while 
th~ old frame-chapel was used as a parish hall. 

:.:, 
~:-- . 

The indefatigable zeal of the rector would not allow him 
rest until all the parish buildings wer~ complete7 and accordingly 
in the spring of 1893. work was begun on the superstructure of 
the church. On 13 October, 1893, a .fierce hurricane blew down 
most of the eastern wall, and crushed in the roof of the· basement. 

----·----------- ------------. -~----~~---------·--· 
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The world moves with such tremendous speed in these modern days that 
the beginnings of things are soon lost sight of in the incredible transformations 
wrought by progress. A stranger visiting Tacony today wpuld encounter only 
a typical industrial town with prosperity writ large on its portals. The 
glamour of its early history would in no wise bewilder his fancy, for the mys
tery of its vanished forests and its spacious stretches of smiling meads has 
long since vanished before the stern conqueror-industry. The broad bosom 
of the lordly Delaware, that had lured the dreamer and maker of songs and 
until then unvexed by the touch of giant commerce would appeal to him only 
as the dull but conveni~nt maritime highway to the mighty marts of the 
world. The voices of the romantic past would scarcely be heard amid the 
brazen hum of throbbing shop, foundry and factory. The gaunt shadow<\ 
of silent Redmen could raise no t error in his soul, for they have been replaced 
by the colossal shades of world-famed magazines of mechanical art. Even 
the memories of the gracious Quaker, Penn, have been buried insensibly 
beneath the vaster and more pretentious aims of modern times, everywhere 
seen in the th.riving aspects of the town. No, the :;,tranger would have passed 
on, little suspecting the wealth of interest and charm that invested the very 
gr~nmd on which he stood. . 

Taconik, an old Indian name for woods, was, until the fairly recent past .r 

what its name implies. There were, it is true, settlements along the Delaware 
from Chester to the region now called Tacony in the days of Henry Hudson 
(1609), which settlements were utilized by the Dutch and the Swedes for th:?. 
purpose of trading. It still retained its pristine wildness· and beauty in the 
era of Penn, who, however, rai.sed it to a distinctive position . in his newly
found colony. A visit paid to its shores so impressed him with the possibilitie!:-
of the site that he made it the headquarters of Thomas Fairman, his assistant 
surveyor of the first plan of the city. It was the latter, who, in publishing 
his first report, designated this tree-covered territory on the map as Taconik. 

But it was many and many a year after this incident that deYelooment 
began to assert itself as a condition of the town. At first, Tacony grew slowly, 
peaceful farms occupying its splendid limits for the most. Tacony Place, later 
renamed Lardner's Point after its founder, Lynford Lardner, brother-in-law 
of Richard Penn, was the first settlement made. In time another section, 
called Camp Cove, was built up. below what is now Unruh Street, and State 
Road on the space which. until its destruction hy fire a few years ago. 
accommodated the Tacony Iron Company's. great works. and it may he inter-

. esting to note in passing that the colossal statue of \:Villiam Penn which now 
surmounts the tower of (ity Hall and which some inappreciative orator has 
termed "a monstrosity in bronze," was cast in these Tacony Iron Vl orks 
about 1890; and thus the effigy of the greRt Founder who from the first 
days of his arrival in Philadelphia looked with favor upon Tacony, is now 
raised aloft with gaze fixedly and benignantly directed off to the north 
upon the spot of his predilection . 

Stretching off from these objectiYes in the direction of old Bristol pike. 
which even ·in the day.s of Penn came to be ~he grc~ hjghw~v of ~_raY.el to 

.. N'ew York, was a cons1derablc expanse of rolling land embrac111g the prese1rt 
-···Gtenlock AYenue from Unruh on to Cottman-a Yeritable glory of towering 

I 
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trees-known in those days as Tacony Hill. As the popt~lati.on increased , 
; this ·woodland was razed to the ground and conYerted into tert1le f<l;rm land. 

Changes began gradually to creep over th ~ face of this country, business 
began to insinuate itself into the heart .of thmgs, places began. to take on 
definite limits; land began to have specific owners. By the nnd~le of th~ 
nineteenth centnry the Tacony L and Association was a well-e?tabhsh~d and 
responsible firm. This company it was that undertook t o portion out m lots 
the land along the line of the present Disston Street f~om the Delaware to 
State Road and stretching through the meadows as far as Torresdale Avenue. 
This afforded a new impetus t o building, and not a few there were who 
availed th·emselves of the opportunity to se ttle along this line and in other sec
tions. A mong th ese was. \\'m. H. Gatzrner, who, filled with the spiri t of pro-

, gress, erected, in 1846, Gatzmer Place on the very spot where 200 years before 
Claus Clausen, a Swede, had dwelt. T his historic landmark had passed, by 
deed, into Penn's hands, and sometl1ing of its t ime-flavored atmosphere clung 
round the place when it came into the possession of one of Tacony's fore
most men . 

Mr. Gatzmer was, beyond doubt, an astute and sagacious observer of 
existing conditions. In his farsightedness he secured a charter for the P!1ila
delphia and Trenton Railroad to run from Morrisville to Third and 'Nillow 
Streets, Philadelphia. For a score of years T acony enjoyed a peculiar promi
nence due to the persistent recognition of it as a southern terminus of this 
road by travelers from New York and Ne,y England. From this point the 
Philadelphia tr ip was usually completed by water. Even during the Civil 
\Var, soldiers, using the Pennsylvania Railroad enroute to "\i\Tashington, for
sook rail at Tacony and embarked for \ i\Talnut Street wharf. 

Needless to say this increasing importance had much to do with the 
consequent enlargement of the city. Into this relatively busy section, just 
above Gatzmer P lace, came the German~~Jholic Society in 1856, buying up ---
several farms, on which they erected St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum. H ere 
in old Tacony there were not a few buildings and a rather neat populace, 
made up entirely of emigrants from Ireland and Germany with :very clear!Y 
drawn national alignments, th e former settling along: the line of ~tate Roaa: 
the latter clingi§g_to tfie pver bank and all engaged in the main Qn farms or 

_ _ river or railroad. But as yet there was no sign of factories. 
The transition that comes with the introduction of such and which 

like the spreading out of the Fairies' Pavilion in the Arabian Nights, brings, 
in its train, dazzli-Og prosperity and magic growth of cities was owing t o the 
energies of a man named Henry Disston. Imperative need for room for 
his sawmills it was that compelled him, in 1872, to pttrchase 390 acres 'in 
Tacony. ·with the transfer of his business from Front and Laurel Streets. 
he opened up a great center of industrial actiYit)' and through his agency 
streets were laid and p_arks mapped out, and ,vithin th e radius of this }\ifecca 
of trade residences were constructed and stores made their welcome appear
ance. Other industries, encouraged and attracted by the amazing success of 
the famous Disston ,vorks, gra,·itated to Tacony. Endless possibilities for 
employment presented themseh-es w ith the successive appearances of the 
Erben Harding \Vorsted :i\.Iills in 1891. Lamp Black Company, 1893: P hiladel
phia Forge Company, 1899, and Gi ll inder's large glass works in 1902. Over 
night the pop.ulat!on doubled , and Tacony b_ecam~ a haven for hardyl~orn}'
handed men seeking an honorable means ot subsistence . 

. -\mong the many who found a li n lihood in this center was a large 
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percentage o~holics. Since their~first con1micuous ~n.tr.x_into the history 
of Tacony, 18561 they had worshipped at the Chapel of St. Vincent's Asylum, 
though, strictly speaking, they were considered part of St. Dominic's, 
Holmesburg. But the great distance of the church and other paramount 
drawbacks, such as lack of accommodations in St. Dominic's, led to these 
hard laboring men following the line of least resistance, which led, in short, 
to St. Vincent's. The ever-widening sunshine of good fortune in commercial 
and industrial Tacony continued to attract more and more Catholics till in 
1884 so numerous were their numbers that St. Dominic's was obviously 
inadequate for their purpose of worship. The Administrator of the Diocese, 
Rev. lvl. A. \>Valsh, LL. D., considered it sufficiently urgent to appoint Rev. 
J~eph A. Strahan to org~nize into a pari?h_the Catholics res~di!:_g i!!_I~~~:my. 

Father Strahan, like most pastors, at first lived under embarrassing 
circumstances. He had to offer the Holy Sacrifice in a hall on State Road 
while he made his abode nearby in a .rented dwelling. He found the Disston 
family, though of another religious persuasion, to be unusually kind, pressing 
on him many comforts and aiding in the biggest concern of his mission. Their 
generous bequest oE land, the present site of the church, relie,·ed much of the 
worry and concern that is attached to such a momentous matter. Nor did 
their great good ·will end here. It was manifested on other occasions in the 
presentation of a stained glass window and a valuable oil painting which now ., 
grace St. Leo's church . In the immediate past, during the campaign, the 
same helpful disposition was displayed in the donati on of a substan tial check. 
Father Strahan thus found heart to continue the work, and this he did by 
purchasing some adjoining lots, which proved sufficient ground for his object. 
·without more ado, he began building. On the ,.5th gf_QctQber, 1884, the 

.cornerston~ was blessed by Archbishop Ryan, and in tFle·Tollowing spring, 
· as· fie ·continued his work with unflagging spirit, the basement stood com
pleted. The parishioners were wide awake-that was evident from their 
co-operation. Yet hand in hand with the erection of the material edifice went 
the up building of the spiritual It was on October I, 1884, that Father Strahan 
married the first couple, Edward O'Conner Acker, U.S. N., and Anna Greble. 
Even before this, the parish registers were called into use, for on a balmy after
noon in May, the 25th to be exact, the first child, Henry Kane, a son of '\Villiam 
Kane and Catharine (Finnegan) Kane, was baptized in the humble little 
Ebenezer down on State Road. So smoothly did the machinery of the parish 
wor~, so rapidly did the people adjust themselves to the exigencies of the 
station, that the good and devoted rector was able to build a pastoral resi
dence the following September. 

Eight years sped by; and in 1892 the pastor renewed his work on the 
church, begin ning the upper structure; but in the fall of that year the work 
was interrupted by his being transferred to the Immaculate Conception 
Church, Jenkintown. The Rev. i\lichael C. Donovan. present rec tor of St. 
Agatha'~, came to take his place. A pnest of much resolution and magnificent 
accomplishment, he saw the superstructure of the church proper finished dur
ing his pastorate of two brief years. when in November, 1894. he was promoted 
~o St. Paul's as irremo:ab!e re<;tor, lea,· ing behind him in th e community the 
me_ff~ceable memory ot a sterling worker and not more by his labors in up
bu.1f?mg the ma~enal temple of_ God than by his labors in upbuilding the 
~pmtua~ ten~ple m th e souls of the people. The_ task o.i..fi..~~hi.rrg_ap{L9~orat
m$ ~he mte~1~r X~!l upon !he able s.b_oulders of ReY. H.P. 1IcPhiI0ri1v, wfiorrad 
been . assistant at the Visitation. a nd wTwftfe his predecessor, was a man oy· 
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deed and zeal, and fruitful in his labors. A year later, No\·e1nbcr, 1894, the 
church of St. Leo's was dedicated by Archbishop Ryan:~ - · - ·-

St. Leo's was fortunate in its selection of pastors, but, lamentable to 
relate, the parish no sooner learned to admire and reverence and love them 
than their worthy guides were whirled away. Thus, it was with Father 
McPhilomy three years later. They rejoiced at his promotion to the irre
movable rectorship at St. Joh n's but they grieved his loss. Another capable 
and estimable guide assumed the direction of the parish in September 1898, 
Rev. J . J. Rogers, who had been , previous to his ·appointment to St. Leo's, 
assistant at the Cathedral. He began the erection of the school in 1906, the 
corner-stone being blessed on the 24th of June by the Rt. Rev. Mgr. Loughlin, 
D . D. Unflagging and unstinted effort he concentrated on this project for the 
next two years, winning by his self-sacrifice and strenuous endeavors the 
profitable help of friends and benefactors. He was able on the 8th of Sep
tember, 1908, to open for use a handsome building. The Sisters of St. 
Joseph, who are placed in charge, reside in a convent remodelled from the 
former rectory. His heavy duties told in the long nm on Father Rogers, 
and in 1912 he was called to his long reward. 

Rev. F . P . Brady next administered the parish, a man so charitably 
inclined that his name has become almost proverbial. But his Christ-like 
service was suddenly curtailed by his death, which caused universal sorrow 
through the parish. 

The next pastor who came to assume responsibi lities was the Rev. P . F. 
Fogarty. He was happily fitted for the position, having had wide experience 
in church building and organization. His career before 1912 was a varied 
and interesting one, crowded with events and rich in fulfilment. He was born 
near Pottsville, Pa., and after attending the district schools entered Port Car
bon Normal School. From here he was graduated before the age of seventeen, 
though not before he had received the signal honor of being selected assistant 
professor, while still pursuing his course. A short period of teaching preceded 
h~s entrance into the Seminary of St. Charles, Overbrook, in 1879, in prepara
: ,--lll for the priesthood. Once more during his philosophical course he was 
selected to assist as professor in the preparatory department of history and 
English. On March 20, 1886, he was ordained priest and immediately 
appointed assistant at St. Patrick's Church, Pottsville. , 

The following year he was transferred to the Church of the Sacred Heart, 
Philadelphia, and the succeeding summer beheld him appointed to a pastoral 
charge of St. Ambrose's Church, Schuylkill Haven, and its missions, including
Port Clinton. It was at the latter place he began his significant labor of 
church building. Here !J.e erected the splendid edifice of the Sacred Heart 
Church, the corner-stone · of which had been laid by Archbishop Ryan just 
previous to his appointment there, and the pastor and his devoted flock 
rejoiced to see the last pe11ny of obligation on the new structure cleared away 
in two years. For eleYen years he devoted himself to the missions in the 
coal regions, doing much constructive work and endearing himself to his 
parishioners. It was sorry news for them to learn in October. 1898, that h.e 
was transferred at his own request to the beautiful little Church of St. ~Jary, 
Doylestown. 

Three yearS' of service he rendered in St. Mary's and again he was 
called to valiant service in another field, this time to the charge of the Church 
of the Presentation B. V. i\I.. Cheltenham. with additional jurisdiction of the 
newly found mission at Olney, Philadelphia. Here he found the cong-reg/· 

i:a:E~~:a:B::s:>3::s:>3:AA~3:8::!P:P®~O:®~!ir;if.f®~~'!m.~~ 

·--.............. -................. _____ _ 

,· 



> 

~·,j 

< -:r: 
11. 
,-l 
w 

. c,· 
i i < :.:: 

:r: 
p.. 

>,-
Y. 
0 
u 
< 
f-, 

~ 
0 
...... 
,.<; 

::::> 
,-l 
;;., 
(/) 

< 
~ 
< ::c 
11< 
~ 
0 
(/) 

f-< 
Y. 
w 
u 
~ -> 
~ 
(/) 

. t . /.t·· ~ ,:...-t~· ~{ ' / \~f;..."1 • ~ :,, i ·,\, i i I , iU, - . ,, . ;:;, "" ,( • ' . • ,, '11' . , /(. • J"'' ~ !': .... ~~,...:,,~·, ... ;...,, • ~ j~ 

l'' . -1, 
! , 

/,, 

·, 

.. 
t 

,. 
i 

~ 
ll 
'I 

f 
I . . \ 

i 

l 
·r ~·:. ,_. 
~ 

• 

if 

i ft 
i .. 
,ir 

1 

~1- 1 • I 
I 
I 

j . · History of I 
' . : 

j St. Vincent's O?hanAs!lum j 

Tacony, Philadelphia ! 
I 
I 

I 00 I 
I I 
I I 

·, A Memoir of its / 
I • • I 

•

1

. Diamond Jubilee . I 

1855 -- 1933 I 
! ! 
I ! 
• j 

l e0 ! 
I I 
I I 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I ~ I 
I . : 
I Rev. Frm1cis Xavier Roth,. 0. S. A. j 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

I : 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I "NORD·AMERIKA". PRESS f I PHILADELPHIA, PA. 1934 I 
I I ~-----~-----------------~------------------------~ 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE CRADLE OF CATHOLICITY IN TACONY 

St. Vincent's as a Parish, 1858 - r879 

r:::ev-~HE Tacony Cottage Association had promised its buyers 
r? ~T. \~ the erection of a church in which they could attend ser-
}> \~ vices and hear sermons given in their mother-tongue. 

L -<>J The fulfillment of that promise meant the encl of a period 
~M of great hardship for the settlers. Until then they were 

obliged to fulfill their religious duties at St. Peter's Church about 
nine miles distant. As a rule, they started at three o'clock in the 
morning. Only when the weather was bad did they attend services 
at St. Dominic's in Holmesburg. which was but a half hour distant. 
\.Ve can imagine their joy on beholding the walls of their new church 
rising in 1857. The building was not yet painted, the orphans had r 
not yet arrived, when the first Sacrifice of the i\.fass was offered in 
what is now the Board Room. Under these conditions, Father Illeu
rer celebrated his first Mass at St. Vincent's in 1858. 

----;>~ Until the beginning of St. Leo's in 1884,_St. Vincent's ChaJ?ci-<E---' 
}Y.aS the, only Catholic:. Church in Ta cony. Untir 1908 the build mg 
containecl tlie ·ol1ly Catholic school of our suburb. So, St. Vincent'::; 
may justly be called the Cradle of Catholicity in Tacony. 

THE FIRST PASTORS 
Rev. John George Gmeiner, r858 - r859 

The Rev. John George Gmeiner, has the distinction of being 
the first pastor of St. Vincent's. vVe find his name for the first 
time in the Baptismal Record of December 185ey. This date must 
therefore be considered as the beginning of pansh-lifc in St. Vin
cent's. 

Father Gmeiner was born in Oberbildstein ( near Brixen, .-\us
tria), on Janpary rr. 1799. According to the notes in his diary, he 
must have been one of the best students of his class. Even when 
advanced in yettr" he could still write and speak Latin fluently. He 
\\'as ordained on .'\ugust 1, 1830, by the famous Bishop Galura, of 
Brixen. In 1837 he ""as appointed pastor of the large parish of Sil
berthal. where he labored for thirteen years. In opposition to "Jo
sephinism''. Father Gmeiner marle special efforts to revi,·e Catholic 
Liturgy. He persuaded his flock to a regular attendance of }Iass 
on Sundays and Holyclays; he bought the most beautiful vestments, 
and ga,·e each of his families "(;offine's Handpostil-Ie ''. a well known 
exposition of the Sunday Epistles and Gospels. 

In his fiftieth year he came to A.merica. and on June 2r, 185.) 
,vas appointed resident ·pastor of ~t. Francis Chmch in Trenton. N. 
J .. replacing the Reclemptorist Father~ ni St. Peter's. Philaclelphia, 
who until then had cared for the -<piritual. need~ of the Genna1, 

.,() 
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Watson, Frank Rushmore (1859 -1940) -- Phnadelphfa Architects and Buildings 

Biography Projects Biographical Reforences 

Born: 2/28/1859, Died: 10/29/1940 

Frank R. Watson was one of the most 
important of the several architects 
specializing in church design in 
Philadelphia during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. He was born in 
the Frankford section of Philadelphia, the 
son of Samuel and Anna B. Watson. After 
graduating from Central High School in 
1877, Watson entered the office of Edwin 
F. Durang, an eminent architect 
concentrating on Catholic church projects 
during the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century. Watson spent five years with 
Durang before establishing his own 
independent firm in 1882/3. While not 
limiting his practice to Catholic projects, 

[Group Photo of James Windrim Office] 
Frank Watson 
(c. 1895) 
Athenaeum of Philadelphia. 
Local ID #: P-820 
> View more images [2 total] 
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Watson still became well known for his church designs. So successful was he that he 
opened a branch office in Atlantic City, NJ in 1898. In 1901/02, when Samuel Huckel 
returned to Philadelphia, a partnership between the two was establ!shed under the 
name Watson & Huckel. Huckel's experience with Benjamin D. Price, another architect 
known for his church designs, as well as his experience with Edward Hazelhurst in the 
firm of H.azelhurst & Huckel stood the new partnership in good stead; and the office 
prospered until Huckel1s death in 1917. Watson then continued practicing 
independently until 1922, when he was joined by the younger architects, George E. 
Edkins, and William Heyl ThomRson. At the outset this firm was one of association, but 
soon the name became Watson, Edkins & ThomRson. When Edkins moved to Oaklyn, 
NJ in 1936, Watson & ThomQson continued in practice until Watson's death in 1940. 

Watson joined the American Institute of Architects (AIA) in 1901, served as president 
of the Philadelphia Chapter in 19271 and was made a Fellow in 1930. He also held 
memberships in the Historical Society of Frankford, the Medieval Academy of America , 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and the Union League. He was given an honorary 
doctor of Fine Arts degree from Muhlenberg College. He also served as a delegate to 
the Pan American Congress of Architects meetings in South America in 1923 and 
1927 and as technical advisor to the Philadelphia Housing Association from 1929 to 
1932. In 1929 he was made an honorary member in the Mexican Society of Architects. 
When the Architects Building Corporation was established to oversee the design and 
construction of that dedicated highrise, Watson was elected president of the 
corporation . 

Written by Sandra L. Tatman. 

Clubs and Membership Organizations 

• Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP) 
• Pennsylvania Society of Architects 
• American Institute of Architects (AIA) 
• Philadelphia Chapter, AJA 
• I lninn I oc,r, 1 10 nf Phil~rlolnhi<> 
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230 Biographical Dictionary of Philadelphia Architects 
1859 St. Patrick's Ch., parochial res., Phila. . 
1863 Phila. Bd. of Public Ed., Curtin Sehl., sw 20th & Catharlne sts., 

Phila. 
1865 Phila. Bd. of Public Ed., Douglas Sehl., sw Hunt~ngdon & 

Browne sts., Phila. 
1868 Phila. Bd. of Public Ed., Northeast Sehl., nw Crown & Race sts., 

Phila. 
1867 Our Mother of Sorrows Ch., ch. & schl. bldgs., 4800-4814 Lancaster 

Ave., Phil a. 
St. Johannais Lutheran Ch., ch., 15th & Ogden sts., Phila. 

1870 Arch St. Opera Hse., 1003-1005 Arch St., Phila. 

1871 

1873 
1874 
1875 

1876 

1880 
1881 

1882 

1884 
1886 

st. James the Greater Ch,, rectory & schl., 38th & Chestnut sts., 
Phila, 

St. Mary's Ch., Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Phila. Bd. of Public Ed., Paxson Sehl., Buttonwood St., e. of 

6th St., Phila. 
St. Andrew's Ch., 135 S. Sycamore St., Newtown, PA 
Pittson Opera Hse., Pittson, PA (attributed) 
St. Stephen 1 s Luth. Ch., sw corner of So. Duke & Church sts., 

Lancaster, PA (attributed) 
Sacred Heart Ch., 1406-1418 S. 3rd St., Phila. 
St. Charles Borromeo Ch., 20th & Christian sts., Phila. 
St. Agnes Hosp., 1900 s. Broad St., Phila. (with Frank Watson) 
Grace Bapt. Ch., Mervine & Berks sts., Phila. (completion only) 
our Lady of the Angels, Glen Riddle, PA 
St. Joseph Ch., St. Joseph St., Lancaster, PA 
St. Patrickts Sehl., 242 S. 20th St., Phila. 
St. Francis Ch., alts. & adds., Nanticoke, PA 
cottages {2), u.s. Ave., Atlantic City, NJ 
Eagle Botel, alts. & adds,, Lebanon, PA 
Keystone State Normal Sehl., new bldg., Kutztown, PA 
Little Sisters of the Poor, bldgs., Fullerton & Sheffield aves., 

Chicago, IL 
Phila. Bd. of Public Ed., Cahill Sehl., Broad & Race sts., Phila. 
Reading Academy of Music, 5th St., Reading, PA 
Schuylkill Seminary, Fredericksburg Academy, Lebanon Co., PA 
St. John 1 s Orphan Asylum, alts. & adds., West Phila. 
St. Joseph's Ch., Ashland, PA 
St. Joseph's Protectorate, alts. & adds., Norristown, PA 
St. Monica's Ch., Atlantic & California aves., Atlantic City, NJ 
St. Peter's Ch. Mission, Reading, PA 
Store, Locust abv. 2nd St., Columbia, PA 

1887 Beneficial Saving Fund Soc., 1202 Chestnut st., Phila. 
Carpenter, c., res., Merion, PA 
Jesuit College, 17th, 18th, Thompson & Stiles sts., Phila. 

<demolished> 
Little Sisters of the Poor, alts. & adds., Wingohocking Sta., Gtn., 

Phila. 
o Our Lady of Visitation Ch., schl,, south side of Lehigh Ave., bet, 

Front, 2nd St., Phila. 
Res., n. of 58th St., east of Hoffman St., Phila. 
Sehl., Chestnut Hill Ave., bet. Perkiomen Tpke. & Norwood St., Phila• 
St. Bridget's Ch., schl., Falls of the Schuykill, Phila., 
St. James Ch., 3728 Chesntut St., Phila. 
St. Vincent de Paul Ch., pastoral res., Price St., n. of Evans st., 

Phila. 
1888 Cheatwood Hotel, Atlantic City, NJ 

Factory (picture frame), alts., 6th & Arch St., Phila. 
Hse. of the Good Shepherd, alts. & adds., 50th & Pine sts., Phila. 
Merchants Insurance Co., alts. & adds., sw corner of 5th & Walnut 

sts., Phila, 
Phila. Art Club competition <lost to F.M. Day) 

' . :l 
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establishing his own firm in 1882/3. Not limiting his practice to 
Catholic projects, W?!,!-son still became well known for his church designs. 
So successful was he that he opened a branch office in Atlantic City, NJ, 
in 1898. In 1901/02, when Samuel Huckel {q.v.) returned to Philadelphia, 
a partnership between the two was establisbed under the name Watson & 
Huckel. Huckel's experience with Benjamin D. Price {q.v.), anoth~r 
architect known for his church designs, as well as his experience with 
Edward Hazelhurst (q.v.) in the firm of Hazelhurst & Ruckel, stood the new 
partnership in good stead. The firm prospered until Huckel 1 s death in 
1917. Watson . then continued practicing independently until 1922, when he 
was joined by the younger architects, George E. Edkins (q.v.), and William 
Heyl Thompson (q.v.). At the outset this firm was one of association, but 
soon the name became Watson, Edkins & Thompson. When Edkins moved to 
Oaklyn, NJ, in 1936, Watson & Thompson continued in practice until 
Watson's death in 1940. 

Watson joined the AIA in 1901 and also held memberships in the 
Historical Society of Frankford, the Medieval Academy of America, the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, and the Union League. He was awarded an 
Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts degree by Muhlenberg College. He also served 
as delegate to the Pan American Congress of Architects meeting in South 
America in 1943 and 1927 and as technical advisor to the Philadelphia 
Housing Association from 1929 to 1932. 

LIST OF PROJECTS: 
1885 Wetherill, Edward, Frankford Jct., Phila. 
1886 Brownfield & Co., warehse., Catharine & Swanson sts., Phila. 

Haffelfinger, S.L., res., Mt. Airy, Phila. 
Slonaker res., Devon, PA 
Temple Bapt. Ch., 22nd & Tioga sts., Phila. 

1887 Graver, John S., cottage, Abington, PA 
Harris, J.W., alts. & adds., Lansdowne, PA 
Hart, J.H., res., Clifton Hts., PA 
M.E. Ch., chapel & parsonage, Washington, DC 
Nat'l. Seurity Bank, 7th St. & Girard Ave., Phila. 
Nicetown Bapt. Ch., Phila. 
Pilling & Madelsy, dyehse. & stockrm. , Trenton Ave. & Huntingdon St., 

Phila. 
St. James' Luth. Ch., alts. & adds. to schl., 3rd St. & Columbia 

Ave., Phila. 
St. Sauveur Ch., 22nd & Delancey Pl., Phila. 
Sternberger, L., store, 406 N. 5th St., Phila. 
Vansandt, John, res., Lansdowne, PA 

1888 Covenant Ch., 27th St. & Girard Ave., Phila. 
Dispatch Bldg., Main & Orthodox sts., Frankford, Phila. 
Greenwood, Dan'l., res., Frankford, Phila. 
Hermon Ch., parsonage, Frankford, Phila. 
Hubbard, A.H., res., se 22nd & Ontario sts., Phila. 
Northern Saving Fund, alts~ & adds., 6th & Spring Garden sts., Phila. 
O'Reilly, Wm., alts. & adds. to store, Richmond St., Bridesburg, 

Phila. 
Our Lady of the Rosary Ch., 339 N. 63rd St., Phila. 
Rice, Geo., res., Woodbury, NJ 
Shepherd, Franklin L., alts. & adds. to res., Greene St., s. of Sehl. 

Hse. La., Phila. 
St. Mark's Ch., reconstr. of int., Frankford, Phila. 
St. Steven's Ch., convent & schl., Broad & Butler sts., Phila. 
Stevens Mero. Ch., 9th St. & Lehigh Ave., Phila. 
Susquehanna Ave. Presbyt. Ch., Marshall St. & Susquehanna Ave., 

Phila. 
Trinity Luth. Ch., alts. & adds. to chancel, Lancaster, PA 
.Walsh, Phil. J., alts. & adds., 32 & 34 s. 2nd St., Phila. 
Waterhouse, M.A., store & res., Main & Sellers sts., Phila. 
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Webster , Geo. s., res., Frankford , Phila. 
Webster , John , stores (3), Fra nkford Ave. & Orthodox St . , Phila . 

1889 Annu nci ation Ch. , chapel, 10th & Dickinson sts . , Phila. 
·convent , alts . & add s . , 48th St. & Lancaster Ave . , Phila2: 

Edward res., alts. & adds., Penlynne Sta. , PA 
Goddard, Claude , res . , Morton, PA 
Miller , Chas., 2 stores & residences, Main & Oxford sts ., hila. 
Noble, Jas., store & res., Frankford , Phila . 
Our Mother of Sorrows Ch., alts . & adds . to convent, 480 - 14 

Lancaster Ave., Phila. 
Patterson, residences (2), 3630- 32 Chestnut St., Phila . 
Paul St . M. E. Ch., Frankford, Phila. 
Spring Garden Market Co., market & stabl e, 11th & Spring Garden sts . , 

Phila . 
Thorpe, Thos., residences (2) , Penn & Harrison sts., Frankford, 

Phila. 
Wolf, Dan ' l., res . , Swarthmore , PA 

7
1890 Bol in, J.A., res., Tacony, Phila. 

Butterworth, Jos., res . , Chester , PA 
Campbel l, J.A.G., res., Chester, PA 

Tacony L'Emmanuelo Ital i an Mission Cb. , 1020-24 Christian St., Phila . (now 
houses . Chr i stian St. Bapt. Ch.) 

Er i ckson res., Holmes, PA 
"-. Freis, Fred. T. , store & office, Orthodox St . & Frankford Ave . , 

~\ Phila. 
~erhard, G.H., residences (3), Tacony, Phila . 

Hotel, 7th St. & Gtn. Ave . , Phila. 
Luth. Ch., 5th & Cumberland sts., Phila. 
P.E . City Mission, Home for Consumptives competition, Chestnut Hill, 

Phila. 
Saul res., Penn St., Frankford, Phila . 
6th German Ch. of the Evangelical, ne 5th & Indiana sts . , Phila . 
St. Joseph's Ch., Girardville, PA 

=---.,,.._..~)>':?"'St. Leo's Ch . , Tacony, Phila . 
St . Luke's Ch. , Frankford, Phila . 
Warehse., 21st & Market sts., Phila. 

1891 Centenary M.E. Ch. , Camden, NJ 
Dewees, John, res., Leiper & Oxford sts., Frankford , Phila. 
First Presbyt. Ch., 9-37 w. Chelten Ave., Phila. 
Grubb, E. Burd, alts. & adds . to res., Edgewater, NJ 
Harmon Presbyt. Ch ., alts. & adds. , Frankford, Phila. 
Herrick, Wm . , res., Frankford, Phila . 
Kirschbaum & Co., clothing hse ., 726-28 Market St . , Phila. 
Nat'l. Bank , Atlantic City, NJ 
Sidebotham, John, residential operation & foundry, Frankford, Phila. 
Snell enburg, N., office, 932-34 Market St . , Phila. 
Sooy, Richard, alts. & adds. to Brighton Hotel, Atlantic City, NJ 
Store, 1132 Chestnut St . , Phila. 
Ursinus College, Bomberger Mem. Hall, Collegeville , PA 
Vare, Edward, res., 4th St. & Snyder Ave., Phila. 
White , John R., residences (13), 20th & Ontario sts., Phila. 
YMCA, NE branch , Phila . 

1892 Allen, Geo. w. , store, 1214 Chestnut St., Phila . 
Bowles, Thos . , store, sw 8th & Sansom sts., Phila. 

~ Epiphany Ch. , 1101 Jackson St., Phila . 
Hensel, Colladay & Co. , Franklin & Vine sts. , Phila. 
Latourette, Clinton, res . , Oak La., Phila. 
Our Redeemer Episc. Ch., 16th & Oxford sts., Phila . 

0 St. Anthony of Padua Ch., Fitzwater St. & Grays Ferry Rd . , Phila. 
Stone, Jas. A., store, 1013 Market St. , Phila. 
West York St. M.E . Ch. & chapel, sw 17th & York sts. , Phi la. 
Wiggins, John R., store, 1013 Market St., Phila. 

-·--·---------·- - --- ------ -
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t, H. C., res., Devon, PA 
Saints Luth. Ch., chapel, Cayuga St. & Gtn. Ave., Phila. 

~ley, A.F., res., ·oak La., Phila . 
. , alts. & adds., Jenkintown, PA 
Laney, T.M., stable, Oak La., Phila. 
rst A.M.E. Ch . , alts. & adds., 15th & Lombard sts., Phila. 
res & Co., alts. & adds., 7th & Arch sts., Phila. 
xot, Harry, res., Oak La., Phila. 
~s., Penn & Arrott sts., Phila. 
3surrection Ch., Broad & Tioga sts., Phila. 
almon, Chas. A., res. & stable, Ashbourne, PA 
idebotharn & Horrocks, residences (2), Frankford, Phila. 
,t. James Orphan Asylum, 4807-61 Westminster Ave., Phila. 
~rinity Luth. Ch., Chester, PA 
rrinity Park M.E. Ch., Tacoma Park, Washington, D.C. 
Woll, Adolph, residences (2), ne 33rd & Diamond sts~, Phila. 
Daily, Edward, res. & stable, 1408-10 S. Broad St., Phila. 
Incarnation P . E. ch., parish bldg., Jefferson & Ontario sts., Phila. 
M.E. Ch., Pemberton, NJ 
Merchantville M.E. Ch., Merchantville, NJ 
Neff, Rugan, res., Welsh Rd., e. of Bustleton Pike, Phila. 
Roskam, Isaac, factory, Susquehanna & Gtn. aves., Phila. 
Scharf, J., apt. hse., Monroe St., betw. 3rd & 4th sts., Phila. 
St . Patrick's Ch., parochial schl., Norristown, PA 
St. Stephen's Ch., Broad & Butler sts., Phila. 
Store, 50 N. 8th St., Phila. 
Walsh, Phil. J., mausoleum, Holy Cross Cemetery, Darby, PA 
White, M.B., res., Overbrook Ave., nr. City Line Ave., Phila. 
Ziegler Estate, store, 8th St., Phila. 

35 Allen, Geo., alts. & adds. to res., 1618 Green St., Phila. 

1896 

1897 

Berean Bapt. Ch., 40th & Chestnut sts., Phila. 
Engle, Howard, res., Asylum Rd., n. of Orthodox Rd., Frankford, 

Phila. 
Fleisher, Penrose, alts. & adds., 821-23 Arch St., Phila. 
Hamilton & Diessonger, store, 1208 Chestnut St., Phila. 
Our Mother of Sorrows, parochial grammar schl. & parish hse., 

4800-14 Lancaster Ave., Phila. 
Res., alts. & adds., 1725 Spring Garden St., Phi l a. 
Residences, alts. & adds., 1317-19 N. Broad St., Phila. 
St. Simeon's P.E. Ch., parochial bldg., 9th St. & Lehigh Ave., Phila. 
Store, alts. & adds., 8th & Sansom sts., Phila .• 
Tabernacle Bapt. Ch., 40th & Chestnut sts., Phila. 
Walsh, Phil. J., summer home for 17th & Race sts . orphans, Sea Isle, 

NJ 
Yocum, Isaac, res., 3614 Spring Garden St., Phila. 
Bowes, Thos., store, 8th & Sansom sts., Phila. 
Brady, Father, alts. & adds. to rectory, Media, PA 
Catholic Summer Sehl. of America, cottage, Lake Champlain, NY 
Epiphany Ch., parochial schl., 12th & Jackson sts., Phila. ~ 
Evangelical Luth. Ch., alts. & adds., Pottstown, PA 
Roffman, H.F., alts. & adds., 1317-19 N. Broad St., Phila. 
Jenkins, Warner H., stable, St. Davids, PA 
Land Title & Trust Co., Norristown, PA 
Old Ladies Home, alts. & adds., Wissinoming, Phila . 
Rowland, Benj., stable, Frankford, Phila. 
St. Anthony of Padua, parochial schl., 22317-33 Carpenter St., Phila. 
St. John's Orphan Asylum; alts. & adds., W. Phila. 
Temple Presbyt. Ch., alts. & adds., ne Franklin & Thompson s ts., 

Phila. 
Transfiguration Luth . Ch., Pottstown, PA 
Allen, Geo., stable, 18th & Brandywine sts., Phila. 
Ch., Rankow, China 

---------------·-····----=--.. -________________ _,__ ____________ _ 
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Victorian character ol' the Irisl1 brand of Catl1()}iuism would 
persist iu the <iity right through the :first; lwH of the twentieth 
CCII tUJ'y."111 

'l'hc /,Ocial changes between ] 87() rtll(l ;UJOQ f;Jim, st.ro11gly 
i;hiLpc<l i.lw ul'hau <lcportmcnt of the Pl1iladclphilL h'ish. 'rhe 
SC/Clal JH'OUJeJtlS that p)aguccl them Were mocforaf:cu bnt; still 
coul.imwd m; i:;1.eady irnmigl'ation l'rom frdarnl pcrsi:;;tecl. Eco
nmnically and politically, the oc>ntracl.or bosses drew grc11t 
m1.111lw1·s o[ i.ltcm iut.o the 1.rades and commerce of ul'ban build
ing- :wl.ivitics and 1 he sJ1arp dealing o.r city machine politics. 
Religiously they shaped a Uatholic bureaucracy ht a Victorian 
imagn tliat eventually aUracted and. hel<l masses of other im
niigranu; l;l)l'(mgh its i-choo]s and influm1ec. Aud they con
i.inued to agitate for and contribute to Irish nationalist causes. 
Iu tlicsc responses 1.hc Irish expericnr.ed 1.JJC social and busi
ness C!ll'l'cnts of the Victorian period, whiln retaining- their 
ideals of religion and romantic nationalism. 

IIIIT 
... . ..--------· ·~··--r.r·---

TH JlJ ~l?HA Pt rr I c P N 

PlD "NJ ~~rn: 

The i.wcnfjcth ccnfury wo111Ll cha1·go ih1• ,•ii? witli power 
even greater t.l1:m tltose whinli had 1•nrlit•1· spaw111•d ii::; i11 
dustrial miglil. New forrns of mier:o' 1111d 111•11· i11\:l'J11.io11 
added vastly to its tnchufoal cnp:wity. /\xt·r11di111! do\\'11low 
to·wers looked ont, <n·nr in(prn;ivc dt-v!dt,p1111•11I 111:d. llow(•d ht 
yond the old cit.y boundaries in a HW<!1•pi11g- p:i.t lt·1·.11 of JtL<'Ln 
politan construul.il)ll am! scttlcnH.'tiL '!'ht• rwopJ1• of f.ltix cil 
seemccl driVl!ll by a 1ww l'llerg-y ax wt·ll, 1>111 1.l11•ir 1•nursP, lil1 
the people 1.11mnxelvns, was hig-l1 Jy varitid. ( 'l1auµ;i11µ; n·sid1•1111u: 
jobs, aud :roals, they n10vc<l 1ivm· ottl,\\'ard, sPa n·lJi11g: 1 lin 111 
ban lantIBCILJHl l'<'.'-tlci:;sly fo1· tl111 wa!'m1 It 1111!1 sJ.ahili1..,· I.hi 
became iucrea::;i11µ:ly dillil·ul1. fo 1it11l in i11dnxtriaf ficwicty. l 
their r0::.Ucss i;cal'C:h 1.htiy J!lft, behi11d i11 1111• irnwr eil,v 11H' d, 
cay and wrc~dmge of tlw 1irst. A111nrit•,1.11 111'11au agT. Caui;l 
in that dchrii:; wnrc f,J1e latest immigrants a 1111 1 hose· worki111 
class Jrisl1 still oxperimwing- f!l'U1dlin~ 1•xploilatio11 i11 ti 
lower lewls of the ind.ust.rial cit.y. 

The fnie-nn terpri::;11 t~co11m11y of tlw II i 11PI P1'Hll1 t'.('ri l.ttry ]1:1 

left the city a leg-ac.v of bitter problems 111:11. 1'1•sjPr<'il 1l11rir 
the yc1m; priol' to \Vorl<l War I. As t•arly as IH!l~ ,Jos<•til• I 
Murphy, editor of 1hc Catlwlfr Bl11·nd11nl awl 'l'i111,·s, anti, 
pated the rnformcrs of the Prog-rcssivci mon•tncnl. liy l'X<'<n'ia 

ingtlrn "swea.tnr" i11 industry. Ifo t!Otnpl;tined that. a11.v- pln.1 
for housin~ im1n·ovcm<mf. w<'rn q11ickly bra11ded as "despc•ra 
Anarchistic sehcmcs for drivinlJ t.lw wt•:dthy pcoph• 011t 

Philadelphia." 1 'l1wm11:y years lakr 1 he• s;m1(\ prohlc111s I' 

isted, and anotl1cr social critic of I.he sanH' s11nmrn<'. ,folrn 
Murphy, rose to promincnec as o. labor l<·adl'r wlro:.::e cffm 
for the reclress of working-class grievanr<'S wmt. well ·bcyoJ 

-~ 
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trovffrsy involviug muHiHipa1 contract wod,, H Never again 
under a11y ci,·curnsta11ces will I go after municipal con-
1.r,wt.s." ·t!l Bu1, hnsilH'SH sense overcame 110Iitical irritation. In 
1.!)08 .1\TcNfolwl ,\"UK 1:omplct.i11g t he subway c:xc,wation from 
City Hall to South l'liiladclpl1ia, builtliug tile million-dollar 
'l'orrcsdale wat.cr-filtmtion plaut, laying pipe for sewers and 
otl1m· public 11til il.y 1n·ojecf.s, haudling asphalt ancl granitc
hloek J>llving eo11f.1·aets, and eoudnet.ing n liaU-m.illion-dollar 
garbagc-rlispo:-;al husi11cs:s 1.liroug-h tlw Penn Reduction Com
paJJy. A total ot: 11101:c than $2.5 million ill contracts was thus 
fumulcd IJy 1\foNicJml. Dul'.ing his career I\1cNicliol also built 
IJ1u 1mbwa.y t11nnol f'or t-lw Market Street transit line; the im
po:-d11g Benjamiu lPranklin Parkway, w11ich is still one of the 
most appealing l'uuturm, ol' Ow cit.y; and tlie eight-mile Roose
velt. Boufovaru, which opmwll np 1.hc broacl fields of the north
om;t; section or tlw city to automobile 1:raffie and rc:-iidential de
velopiunnt.'111 f'n 1orrnx or urbau construction, few men in the 
taxi. century dmnged Philadelphia's pl1yxit>a1 orientation more 
11xf.,msivdy tlrnu '' Sunny ,Tim' 1 MeNieltol. 

'.!'he "New IrnmigmH011" of lltc p eriod from .1.880 onward 
brougl11. 1.o tho dty an array of immigrant~ different from that 
o.r prcvionx al'!'ivuls. 'l'hc forcign-bom popultLtio.11 ol' the city in 
1880 was ::m,J,:J:l5 aml by] SDO would. inercase by UG,000, mostly 
bccamm of inmrigration from :,:;ontl1crn an<l ca.stern Europe. 
'I'he new immigrants c'l'owcled into the snme slums, often into 
the same huil<li11gs, wl1orc Orn Irish ]md beon crammed in the 
1840s, aucl the same outrageous privation greeted them. In 
mauy ways the Jrii:,lt as::;umecl the role or "managers" o.l: the 
n-:iw immigrnntK As 11olit.icians, uonirncton,, 1n·iests, aml 
policcnwn, they dealt wlU1 the 11owcmnc1·s ai fir:sthand, using 
t heir kncnvfoclge of the cit.y wcll.H O l'tc11 their ministrations 
wcr(l far frmn benign. "Sunny ,Jim" 1\foNfol1ol was not rc
mcmhcrcd lrnppily hy many of the Italian laborers wl10 
workecI J'or J1im, Hor were tlrn .Irisl1 policemen known for their 
tcnclcrness in their 11cwly won status as Jrnoperi; of tl1e peace. 

Ji'or the ]1cavily Catl1olic immigrant.<: from sontltern and 
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eastern Europn, the imprcssiv<i im;t.it.ut,io111tl Catholicism built. 
by the Irish aud Germans in Philadelp1tia w:is to havl1 great 
significance. '.rlw Irish clearly dominated that. dwr<'ll stnir.
ture. 'rhe kind of 1·eligions ancl rmltural l'or11u1latiou ri•pre
scntcd by thn frish-lmilt, dmrt:h was p1•t'.11liarly \'i,d.orian in 
its charactcrist:ics. J n I rclmH1 Uw p1~oriiC:1"iiad ll1•11 11 W<•,metl on 
a folk relig-ion thnt was communal, rnrnl, ri(~h ly t.raditional, and 
often superstitious. Persecution ]rnd st.ripped ii. ol' rnan.v of t.lrn 
cultural attribut.cs normally associatr.<l with ( !at ltoli,iism. l•'rom 
the simplified hase of belief a11d worship hn1111d1t. to Amtirfoa, 
the Irish clahorat1itl a Victorian rclig.ious s ty!<· sfTongly in
fluenced by contemporary arnl cllt.'-S faeton,. Viclorian reli~ion 
was generally both xt.r(mnous and stoiti, .in a 1 ig-lif. wirldl<•-class 
image. rl'ltc [risll cfovclopcd a militant mHl \'ig-orons lmled1istie 
religious style f,hat niafehcd anyt.l1ing' stiff-1H·1·k<'<l l'rof<"s Lan1:
ism could prouuc<'. Tu an agn Lh at. idolized con1pPt.itio11, t hn 
Iri::;h Catholiex competccl fnrio11sly wil.11 0U11•r dP110u1 i 111JJio11s. 
If Protestantism viewud them us smucwh:it l'Owcly. 1.11(1~· i-rt. up 
for themselves stilling- i-;tandards of prop1·i1(1.V ro,, nlrnrch lJc .. 
havior. 1.'ltey elevated the rationalist ca11orrn of' 1.lw r,eriod into 
a creed and labored mightily to ass11r1• lite• rwrl'l'dihilil'y of 

their souls and institut.ious.4r. 

.As a religious body Jong dcmir.d i-;ta.to 1oli·ra1w,· i11 Jn•la11d, 
the Irish Catlwlic cln11·ch was qui1:<\ familiar wi111 lh1• n•tLlitie8 
of the separation of clmrch mid :--fak. ht flip A11wri1'.,LJI s.vstcm 
this proved to be a. eomidlll'ahk assd, si11("' it sfi 111ula!,I'(] .i11-
depcndcnt. dcvc1lopmm1t uml sandimwrl g:hdl o s1•para1 ism. Tf 
the r esulting <!cclesiolog-y was pompons ai1<l i11w:i rd-looking, it. 
was also broadly 1:onsm·vat.iv(l and cmmnit.f,•d fo its (•0111-;l:itn
cncy iu the ]OW()l' orders or so1•.icl;y. S11<'h a elrnr<·l1 c•on 1d Im re
lied upon to minister to f.lw nnwer Catholic i1111ni~rn.nts with 
fidelity and fil'mnc:ss. O.r tlul newer immigTanfs, i.lw f1.n.lians i 

suffered the most. from 1.hc hard-liall(fod Irish tih11r<'h ti~m·cs. 
But, if tl1c Trish version of Cntho1ici~nn was 1wt <'011g<1nia1 to 
the new immigrants cnlturally, at lca:-;t 1.11<' basP was estab- , 
lished upon wl1ieh they could mold tl1rir ow11 \'ersions. The : 
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total to forty-three.11 Jn 1889 t11~J ft<w~:i,ie_1l.c;l·v;l;d:?;: Lougb.lin 
stated that America ·desperatcly .. i1eerled to be converted to 
Catholicism, for it fackcd '' that better J'oocl which iilh; the 
:,mul." Himilar exhortations were common iu tlic Catholic ser
mons of the time. 'l'l1c reaction of Protestant Phila<ldpltiaus to 
Ir.isll CathoJ ic 1·cligious exparn;ion and missionary pllrJ)OSO can 
readily lw imagined. 'J']ie widely known J1istorian Henry C. Lea 
imw a cfoar thn•at in the Catholic presmrnc, a threat. of foreign 
lf.aliaiiatc intrigue against American im,titutions. A8 minions 

. of .. t~ti ~~J?.:~SY.",.:h~sqJY\th~ ,Jrj§h iU§1illhe1·~~1~1~,~~~,~}~YUE:i.:1• · Su~h 
sen tnncn t contniued to promote,strqJ:1g,,relig10us d1ssens1on. m 
the city, h,s)at~ :~i 18!.>Tthe Anierlc&1i'Protestant/ Associa,tion 's 
anti-Catholic, drives ,found. ·Strolig'' siippo'rfi'ih'"Pennsylvania. t:l 

Iu addition to ''racial'' and religious factors, tlw J1al:f:-workl. 
aud tile 1mdcrwor1d of Irish misery in the slumx continucc11'o 
lrn a :,;cimdal and a tc:::l.imouy of failure to tl1ose wl10 traced 
tlrn;;e conditions to somethi11g inherent iH tlw Iri::;li tlwmselvP:--. 
l\fa11y oJ tlw lrish ,vorkcrs suffered through J.hc snvcrc eco
JLOlllic depnii;sicm of 187:.\ and took part in tlie clisorders of tho 
violen L rail mad strike in 1877. li'or the poo1· there was 1wnfi11u-
011s distress tivcn ht rieh America. In 187/'i a wrii.nr noted tlw 
'' C1iJtic:'' charactm· of those patronizing the soup ki1d1en of 
the Bcdl'ol'd Strccii Settlement IIom,e and said, ",John Bull 
grumLJrn; at tlte rnimey lie spc11ds on l1is poor . . . . "\Ve gi\'ci 
withou1. grumbling." H 

Betwocn 1876 and 18!)5 the moveme>nt of the Irish onto th(' 
police .J'orce was very slow. In this period, the nnrnber of Irish 
011 the force was less than 7 percent o.f the total and .incrc:asr.d 

only 1 pcrcnut in a decade. By 187G the only llOtabfo (1011ccntrn
ticrn of Irish ofiicers was in the li'ourtr.enth Distri(d: in tl1c 
SelrnyJkill arca iu South Philadclphiu.Jr. 

Povei:ty and drunkenness were :familar elcrnc11ts in the cycle 
nf cfog-rndntion hcsetting tl1c immigrant Trii;h. 'l'lwrr. were 
worse failings in tile Victorian period, no1w more dreadful than 
the "life oJ' shiunc" of the fallen woman. A rcfonner csti
matccl that in the 18!JOs there were 1,500 homc:es of prm;titu-
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t,ion, cmployjng over 7,000 girls, i11 1.lw eity. '· Chiltl1·1•11 oJ' Trish 

or German or .lfl11gtisl1 parents many ol' tl1C'111 itr<'. Clirl:-: ol' 
generous tempciranwnt or too trustful dii:;r)()sif'.io11s h:n:,: h<!1'n 
betrayed by cmploytir or frimtd, mid ltaY<' fnund 110 door orwu 
to them hut t.lw.t of t.hc .house of slrnm1•. rn JI(~ st akd (.!,al· rno,d. 
of the gids came .l'rcnn Uw ]ow1:r class and wol'lu·d as donHJ8-
tic:--, among wl1om Irish g-irls wm·<• legiou :rl ( Jw 1 ituP. Thus. tlH' 
"proper Phil:1ddpl1ians" conic! Ji11d 1rt1J(•h t.lwf. \1·as ~wa11dali:r.
ing about. tlw l1·hd1, a,11<1 thn religion:,; arnl siwial id Pas ot' 1 h\' 
time clid not afford red(\(inting- cx:planat.io11s for lhc rnnll.ipk 

affiict.io.lls hor1rn by Ilic I risl1. 
If tl1c rnisforl.nll<'.1' oft.he 'Irish gavn ampfo l,a11:-:,• for 1l!'rog-a

tory coneCJJtl:i ol' 1.linm a:-: a group 1.o urisP, I l11•ir 11<· l 1wl dl't\dS a 
lawlJreakc!rs mH.1 crini i11al:,; acld(•d to 11in pi(•! 11 r1: o I' t !JP I r islt :rn 

a fa!Jnn race. Jli 01w month in .IH72, 1hr' ft:1'1'1Jiny J:11/fdin 
wouldreporl: 1.lrnt Denis Nh1•a, who Jiad l.1•:stifi1•cl :igainsl 1avr.rn
lrncpcrs' maki11g- illegal Snnday sales, w:.is !ll'afo11 ; 1 ltat ,la1111•s 

1\feMahon ancl Philip l\1oncgan !tad at.1 .nd,Pd JH1li1·!', l\lo111•gn11 
with a knife; 1.liat T>ouald Cullen mid ,fohn ~l1•1\1Pnamy ltad 
been arrested for lrnrg-lar.r and dnmlwn 11.ssa11lts; 1.lrn.1 Rarnh 
Kelly Jmc1 lwen ai·rNd1•cl 'i11 a raid ou a clisord,\rly ''10111-e; th a1 

,Tames 8c111licm ]1ad tril'1l to ,mt a womall ':-: I h roa I ; I ha 1. ,f:1.Jll l'S 
ConnoJly liad hcr.n scir.Pr1 as a ·wife lwatnr. and ~1 ag-g-11• ( )n:-;1 !~' 

for larceny ; :ui<l tl1al, in a ma~i:strn1 P-1•11nrt iwallclal, l\l v. 
]Norern:ie J\lcCart.lt;\· Jiad he,m t1ik1\n -in <nt 1•11uspi1·a.1•.;v <·lt:i.rg'<·s 

after ma king- J'alsn a.rr()st :-. Nuch :-;t:oriP:,; dia J101' inspire (~011 (i. 

denee in 1he Irish as rwacel'nl eitizmu:;.i[.P!'i li~fi}1i);tQ:iilpi;e;J./§;1~!;>.QP,J~. 
Irish alone aceountecl :for ;33 JWrt•.ent; ''{\"fiTI1~'*if1:t;~,t.~v11~1Yi\l"ia'ft.fi ' 

,)_, ,,i;. -':; •q,, -- ~.-· ,~_~,.,. ·, ~-.-:+'{.Y / t ,-;\''1t~l~~'>.{r:fc~Yk4if\%tl~tf·'~ ~~-7.jrt·~,~i;,-,:t/ :·:-:· -• , ,.<.. . ' --" • .. f··_ :· '·'
1
• : , """ - ~ 

,,,;(~~tffl'l~}~ti~e.t#~mi1,,~9n'ty,?i~,teitil6,!0'£11,'ru1e}1)r>pi1l ;\.!" i()) rl Ot·(~: LX i O 11 :t l I\· 
\\:;'.~:l4,~~f.~"')'.~;-ltZ-i,t~~U\.!<l.Sf'rf:1?t ~d --,·~L;'> ,., L:, ;~ ' \ : , , ,. :·"· ~;q . , ,;,··•, • " -·-·•-v.t• ; . , : o. 

.,, , '';fc·\·vorr, Snttsat.ionaJ :.;tori<'S nhouf: ~J'l'at 0111 r:Jg'<'~ Jl('l'[ll'(rall'1l 
undr.r Jrhi]t :m~picci:,;_, s1wl1 a:s 1.hn P .h<H'Tti1i l':~rk rn11rd1•1·s in 

DuhJi11 j n 1 HR~. ill wh il'li tlni Vi('.PJ'O)' !'or l n•fi t11 d wn:s ass:ts
sinafod; :mtl 11tci 1111mfor or 1)1·. PatriC'k ( 'ro11i11 in Cltim1g-o 
:in JSRD, as parL of a. l<'c.nian plot.17 8rwh il1·111s ro1111d!'d 011! 

the .local tale:,; of crinH~ :rnd mayhem to 11(-pilil. nu• Trish as a 

race of UPsperadoes. 
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me.mt. 'l'lw image c1f the Irish undcrwcut some rul1aliilit11tion 
us these improvements took place. 

In 1875 an eclitorial. both touted tl1c Irish and provided 
somn imdgl1t into the social condition of the Tl"ish women fo 
t.J1e cit.y: 

Awl nrnrywJ1m•c we iiud tlwm the :,muw, ldshmcn al
ways, hut sLiJl adapting tlrnmsclvcs to every conclitiou 
aml imprnYiug it. Hrav<', enthusiastic and Je>,val, maki11g 
thn bes!. c:i !.ixe11s of the Republic arn.l tlw ihH•st soldiers of: 
tile kiHgdoiu . . .. .But wl1at shall we say of. the daughters, 
1•omp,!lltid to lin tlw drudges of om· l1011scholds 1m d tile 
vieii111s of a social aristocruc.v .u1d of ontl'agcs utterly at 
vari1u1<:c witJ-1 dumocrat:ic 11otiou.o.; and often 1•.ruelly un
just '/ ... !.hey 1.oo l1ave their corn1><!11satio.m.; .... 'l'hcy 
arc .sl'curc from cow petition rtlJ(l c1w afford to laugh at 
·1 h<•ir detraetors .... And they J1aYe fcwcl' fan Its, too, 
1./1:rn arc ehm:g,id 1.n tlrnm. 'l'icliucss seerns t.lll'fr naturnl 
slate, and no rwoplc iU'<'· mot·c olicditmt, affeet.iornttc and 
faithful when kindly usc•tl." 

'.l
1Jw Irisl11na11 might bear th(! soldier-hero inml,!P, but t.Jw frish 

girl ·was still the upst.airs 111aid t.o the public. 
Ji'or those who were talented o:r lncky enoug-h, fortunes were 

being 11111<.lc in tlw city i11 tl,esc tirnm,. u Among this ambitious 
group w1we the Trish ::;t.l'iving upwarcl toward rewarding ca
rerrs and promi,wncc. ~l1heir rise t'oulc1 be tnwc<l in the swiftly 
r 1mnj11g go::;sip a(. walrns, politieal meetings, ,rnd :,m1oon ex
cliangt>s: "Tom Ii'aliy 's on the Board of Euucatio11." " Did 
you lH•ar 1:lmt Alux !lfoCJurc made Ii,.ra1tk l\folJirnghlin editor 
o.f f.lit• 'J'im<:H?" "'l'oni Ryan is the ouly Dcmoern!. on t.hc Coun
<:il 110w." "Ghrisl:y Galla.glrnr's on the Ji1airrnount Park Com
mission, you !mow." 'If 'J'homas Powers wus coroner, Jw would 
let. 81.<1plwn Farrelly of the Central News Corn11,.n1y k 11ow o.f: a 
deal.Ji so f.he obit.nary wri1.cn; coulc1 ~<it busy ; Farrelly, in 
f.urn, migl1t call lawyer Wmiarn O 'Bricu, who ::;peeializcd in 
I1a11dling- licqucst.s botlt iH Ireland aHd iu Philadelpltia.7 The 
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Jl'ish in f.'111, ci1.r cons1.i111fod a highly sP.11sil.iw 1·tm11111111it•alio11s 
system i.l1at. J'P/!is t (ffl'il individ1rnl ast(•JLb; 11 ncl deRt!f'll Is wit.la 
equal rdi::;h a11d ala.cril.y. 

'l'licni was a.11 c1d1clou of. 1.he Jrish eomn11111i!-y I.hat trans
eeuded pe1.fy gossip, .howevtir, for if.s affair:.; Wt'l'<' ·1,,pies I'm· 
grave (!OJlsid cra1 io11. '!'his g-t 'OlJll ,:ompris1•d I Jw Ynr_y i111pnrt.:u1t 
mc11-U10 W('alth.r, tlw vetH'rahlc, ancl tl11· p o1\·Prf'u! xnd1 
m; Jm1ws CarnphPll, \\'Iii> wai- horu ·in ~oun1wnrk i11 181:..! a11cl 
wm; the '' lm-;I. known lnadn1· of 1.lin ( 1al liulit• I >r•11101\1·ats irt 

Philadclpl1 ia"; t< ,J:u1H18 I•' .. Nu lliv:1.11, who Wa8 hol"II i 11 ( 'nrk 
a11<l 1.Jcc1u11c viii(' J)J'Psid1•111. ol' the J1tt:.t<' i\lich·:al,• HIP,•! ( !0111 pa11y 
and 111·t•i-idmd. nl" tlln Mm·kf't. NI l'(!<i1. N:t1 .im,al I ,a11 k; '!'hennas 
Dolan, wlio was rw( tid J'or llH' ·1arg(• lihr:i ry iii his IH1111P 011 

RiU.c11]1011sn Hqnan· af'l<·r lwmmii11g wc•:1.lth.1 i11 st r·n<'l -rnilwa.v 
tr:msadjoJrn aml ulilitiPs; 'l' lao111:1,.-; 11; . Cahill , a c\P:tl m1•rd1ant. 
who lfff't * I mi II io.11 i II I H7(i to t>s'l.u.hl.isla '!111 • tirst . .i l'd1di11(•1•sa11 
Catholic: high sc•hool jn HH' 1•if y; C:olortt· I 'l'li11111as l•'i(:,;µ:,•i·a ld, 
who gT<'W ricl1 p11hlislii111-{ 1.h<' l'hilmfr/71/Jiu firm: and .John H. 
Cofohau, wl10 w11s 1111u·riP<11o a (JuakPr awl \\"/Is II l. l'HSl<•c• o l' 
the l>rt'Xfll PShth!.11 '1'111•8(' lll(!ll W l'l"t\ al, !.11n lljl JIP l' IP\'(•I nr jfo• 

flourishing eecmomy ol' tlw eit..v and 1·eap1itl i ts r«m·ank 
J3till, there was u gulf between the Irish ancl·the / 'proper 

ym1iladelp1ii'tiiis: 11 In J8H2 Akxan<ler Mci0lur1· l'c>lt- impPllml t.o 
admonisl1 Ill!' T risl1 1.o proJ'ps:, 1.lieir upvolio11 Io A mnri!•.J. 11H>1'c' 

readily, allt1 1o pl:wn ft•ss c•111p·hasis npon l lll'i r clr\·o1 io11 to 
Ireland; Ool,lwi11 Smill1 lkpie.1.cd 01m11 :is :in in l"Prior r a.1·.c• 
with 1~ ma<l prorw11sil.y for "as.o.;asHina1.ion, dyna111if1>, l1Jood
t hirst.y hlm:frr an<l clPJirions lyi11g-"; and ;1 hook h.v I•:dw:ird 
0 'Mcaglrnr Co11do11 was nn1-itlc>d '.1'11-t; Irish b'a1:r· i11 ,1 mcrfra ... w 

'rhe frish wet'.(1 l't'gtir<led, and rcigarrled themselves, m; u. sepu · 
'fate"'l'ace,t·of .. p~ll'i:ifo, "On1ts/' and thn c•l111-sifi1~n tio11 ,~011111 lw 
variously intei:prC'1:ctl. 'l'his at.1.i-Hm1 icm, in a <·011111ry 1 hai 1 ool, 
race very snrions'ly, was 11oientin.Lly <lang-nro11s. 

., :..J;;~,Mf§·~.~.A.k.:,t~i~t;:f.ll.£~.;.*rj·· .. s .. :·1··"""'.'.;v . .. n· .·s··· i.nc. rea ... si.ngly .. :·.r1.·11 .. £,0req~l ... ·.PY.···:t'.1c·.i.1.·.-.. ji 
i1uge~;fclig10US '0estnh11~h'fil'.1m-:'1i~~t1Y&W~1ill. ii~~l :J.&§~;fSOYPH 
more Oatholi<c,•,cl1u'i,ah"est>.wcie1·'huilt 'in Hw Pity, bl'inging'•,tbe"' I 
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J 
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Tacony Hall on State Road. This hall, which 
was St. Leo's temporary home, later became 
this offices of the New Era Printing Co. 

then, in addition to our present Christmas, Ascension Thursday, the 
feasts of the Circumcision, the Immaculate Conception, All Saints, and 
the Assumption; the feasts of Corpus Christi, the Annunciation and the 
Epiphany were also Holy Days. Mass was offered at 5:00 A.M. and 8:00 
A.M.; there were then no noon or evening Masses for the benefit of the 
working people. 

Dancing, something which we take for granted today, was not looked 
upon favorably. Father Strahan warned the young people to avoid 
dancing and dancing schools, tor "it resulted in mixed marriages, and 
worse, forced marriages." 

The greatest problem of the parish, in the view of the pastor, was 
alcoholism. To combat this, he established a Total Abstinence 
Benevolent Society, which flourished briefly, then disappeared. This 
has to be taken in the context of the times. While Father Strahan was 
preaching against "Friday and Saturday debauchery", alcoholism was 
the social problem which most preoccupied America. Half of the over
night guests of the Philadelphia Police Department were those arrested 
for drunkenness. The Catholic Standard was then devoting a full page 
weekly to the doings of Catholic T.A.B. societies, and in Tacony, the 
Disstons were placing covenants in the deeds of all lands they sold, for
bidding the future use of the property ... "for the manufacture or sale 
of beer or liquor of any kind." This restriction remains to this day, and 
has never been successfully challenged. 

Father Strahan had better fortune with some of the other societies he 
fostered. The St. Leo Beneficial Society, which provided sick and death 
benefits to its members, survived well into this century. Also founded 
were a Rosary Society, a Purgatorial Society, and the League of the 
Sacred Heart. Youth organizations were more difficult to form. The St. 
Aloysius Sociality and the Cadets of Temperance quickly came and 
went. Perhaps the poor children didn't have time for social clubs. These 
were not the best times for the young. First Communion preparation 
classes were held at 7:00 P.M. for the benefit of those working children 
who were unable to make the 4:00 P.M. class. Also, nearly half of the 
deaths recorded in the parish during the early years were the deaths of 
children. 

Money was a constant and ever present problem. When the parish 
was founded, all of the people were canvassed, and asked to pledge an 
annual sum towards the building of the church. This pledge was 
divided into monthly payments, and collected, first by envelope, later 
by ushers at the door. There also was a weekly plate collection which 
was supposed to cover normal parish operating expenses, and a 
special collection each year to purchase coal. The basement was suf
ficiently completed by Quinquagesima Sunday in 1885 for occupation, 
and it was dedicated on Low Sunday of the same year. The following 
year nominal pew rents were established. Those who could not afford 
this were invited to make special arrangements with the pastor, wor
shippers who did neither were expected to pay five cents seat money at 
the door. 

Collections were very poor. In 1884, the monthly collection for seven 
months totaled $462.40, and the plate collection was $245.04. The total 
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A CENTURY OF SERVICE 

Mary Disston 

C. Maher was Prefect; Ann ie Delaney, First Assistant Prefect; Eliza 
Clark, Second Assistant Prefect; Katie McShafer, Reader; Mary Gantz, 
Treasurer; Clara Holdoffer, Music Leader; Mary Delaney, Secretary and 
Consulter; and Annie Knowles, Sacristan. 

Father Strahan secured the social hall on State Road for Sunday ser
vices; this same building had been used temporarily by other new 
congregations, and eventually became the offices of the New Era 
Printing Company which published a local paper in Tacony for many 
years. J. Harry Dorsey and Henry Piersol volunteered to clean the hall 
each Saturday evening, so that it would be fit for worship the next day. 
Weekday devotions and parish business were conducted from Father 
Strahan's residence. 

A site tor a permanent church was an immediate priority. The Disston 
family, which had contributed all or part towards the building sites of 
several Protestant churches, were approached on behalf of St. Leo's by 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Parker. Every community history, and history of St. 
Leo's, including those published within a decade of the event, agree 
that the Disston family did donate the land. This is also the oral 
tradition of the parish, which, up to this time, has been taught to every 
child in St. Leo's School. Yet, the deed to the property, as recorded at 
Philadelphia City Hall on January 14, 1885, just as clearly states that 
Mary Disston sold the property to Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan for the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars. It is possible that Mary Dlsston did give 
the parish a discount on the purchase price, but fifteen hundred dollars 
does seem to be fair market value for the six building lots involved, in 
the currency of the times. This parcel of land was a portion of the Green 
Estate, which had been purchased by Mary Disston two years earlier for 
$100,000. The ground chosen was the land the church proper now oc
cupies. At the time, it was located on the western edge of Catholic 
Tacony; population shifts soon made this the eastern edge. Additional 
land was purchased by Father Strahan from William Costigan. This 
land was eventually used as a site for the rectory. 

Frank R. Watson, a Philadelphia architect, drew up plans for the new 
church. His design called for a church one hundred thirty-two feet long, 
by fifty-seven feet wide. The edifice was to be of stone quarried in 
Stockton, New Jersey, and from ground level to the top of the cross it 
would be ninety-five feet. There was to be a lower church with a seating 
capacity of nine hundred, and an upper church designed to hold over 
one thousand worshippers. The seating capacity is much less today, 
probably because the aisles then were much narrower: the center aisle 
was five feet, and the two side aisles only two and one half feet in wid· 
th. It is interesting to note that the original plans did call for a bell in the 
tower; yet one has never been installed. Parish tradition has it that this 
was omitted because the Disston family did not approve of church 
bells. 

On the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Father Strahan invited the men 
of the parish to attend the ground-breaking ceremony the following 
Tuesday, at eight o'clock. This was not a ceremonial invitation. It was, 
" Bring your pick and shovel , men." Over the next two weeks the entire 
basement was dug; some help was also received from "volunteers" 
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Rev. Hubert McPhilomy 

FATHER MICHAEL C. DONOVAN 
1892-1894 

The second pastor of the Church of St. Leo had one thing in common 
with many of his parishioners-he was a native of Ireland. Born in 
County Cork, he migrated to this country at age seventeen. He had 
received some education in Ireland, and enrolled in Professor Edward 
Roth's Broad Street Academy when he settled in Philadelphia. He en
tered St. Charles Seminary in 1875. Following his ordination by Bishop 
Shanahan of Pittsburgh, he was assigned as a curate to St. Joachim's 
Parish. He also assisted at St. Cecilia's, Coatesville, for three years 
prior to receiving the pastors hip of St. Leo's. 

Father Donovan's stay at St. Leo's was short, but during his two 
years as pastor he raised $17,000.00 and completed the exterior of the 
church. There were then about 1,000 Catholic souls in the parish. 
During these years Fathers James A. Hogan, William Motley, John J. 
Denvir and Patrick J. Hannigan assisted in the parish. Sadl ier's 
National Catholic Directory lists St. Leo's as having a school with 40 
pupils, served by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. There was, in fact, 
no such school. The School Sisters of Notre Dame did staff St. Vin
cent's Orphanage, and it is possible that this and subsequent listings 
refer to day students at the orphanage. However, given the number, it is 
more likely that the listing refers to children enrolled in catechism 
classes at St. Leo's. The Sisters at the orphanage may have been giving 
them religious instruction. 

In 1894, Father Donovan was appointed pastor of St. Paul's in South 
Philadelphia, where he served the Italian immigrant community for 
eighteen years. He became pastor of St. Agatha's in West Philadelphia 
in 1912, and was created a domestic prelate by Pope Benedict XV in 
April of 1921. Monsignor Donovan was called to his heavenly reward on 
June 11, 1927. 

FATHER HUBERT McPHILOMY 
1894-1898 

Father Hubert McPhilomy was no stranger to St. Leo's when he was 
appointed rector in 1894. Early records list him as preaching from time 
to time during the tenure of Father Strahan. Born in Philadelphia in 
1859, he attended St. Paul's, Tenth and Christian Streets, and Annun
ciation, Tenth and Dickinson Streets. He was also enrolled at LaSalle 
College prior to his admittance to St. Charles Seminary in 1876. His first 
assignment, after his ordination by Archbishop Ryan in 1885, was to 
Visitation Parish, Front Street and Lehigh Avenue. He served at that 
church until his appointment as pastor of St. Leo's in 1894. A capable 
administrator, he raised over $20,000.00 for the completion of the 
church, which finally accomplished during his term. The highlights 
were the lovely stained glass windows, handsome murals, which, 



sadly
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have not survived, and the great painting of the Crucifixion over 
the impressive Gothic altar. There is a poignant story told about the 
master craftsman responsible for the painting and probably for the 
murals. 

Luigi Scattaglia was considered one of the best liturgical artists in 
the country. He was also a man very devoted to his wife. When she died, 
shortly before the First World War, he lost his own will to live. Shortly 
after, he was found lying on her grave, dead by a self-inflicted gunshot 
wouod. It is sad that such a man, capable of creating pictures which 
could inspire others to greater faith and hope, could not find within 
himself spiritual comfort in his own hour of need. 

The formal dedication was held on November 24, 1895. The new 
church looked splendid. The walls and ceiling were covered with bril
liant murals, offset by the antique oak woodwork. The sanctuary was 
banked with white and yellow chrysanthemums. 

Archbishop Ryan presided over the ceremony. Reverend Thomas 
Barry, rector of St. Anne's, was the celebrant. Father A.A. Gallagher 
was the deacon, and former pastor Father Michael Donovan was the 
subdeacon. In the sanctuary, along with Father McPhilomy, were 
Father Strahan, the founding pastor, and many neighboring pastors. 
The sermon was preached by Father J.F. Loughlin, Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese, and Father Thomas Quinn served as master of cere
monies. St. Leo's choir, which was led by Benjamin F. Federal, was 
augmented by the choir from Father McPhilomy's former parish, the 
Church of the Visitation. Soloists Lizzie Gonlating and Daniel Cum
mings sang selections from Gounod's Mass. The "Veni Creator" and 
"O Cor Gesu" were sung by the best tenor of the Philadelphia clergy, 
Father Joseph O'Keefe of Immaculate Conception Parish. After eleven 
years and three pastors, St. Leo's was finally and officially complete. 

The church building did have one odd flaw, which has not been rec
tified to this day. Directly across the street from the front of the church 
lay a narrow park. The main tracks of the railroad connecting New York 
with Philadelphia were on the other side of the park. On a warm sum
mer day, with windows and doors open, a speaker in the pulpit often 
found himself in competition with a passing express. He had three 
unenviable choices; he could pause to give the train the right of way; he 
could try to outshout it; or he could simply go on with the sermon 
knowing full well that half of the people in the church probably couldn 't 
hear a word he was saying. 

Most of the time Father McPhilomy had no official assistant. 
However, Father Edward V. Rowan did serve briefly as assistant pastor. 

Father McPhilomy is credited with founding societies to administer 
to the corporal needs of the parish, most notably, the St. Vincent 
dePaul Society. In addition to responsibility for the House of Correc
tion, he also served as chaplain at Eden Hall, the exclusive Catholic 
girls school located on Commodore Barry's old estate near Torresdale. 
Eden Hall was much closer to St. Dominic's, and it is probably a tribute 
to Father McPhilomy's personal charisma that he held this chaplaincy. 

In 1898, Father McPhilomy was appointed irremovable pastor of St. 
John's Church, Thirteenth and Filbert Streets. Assignment to this 
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"Who made you?" "God made me." So bega 
the most famous of parochial school texts, th 
Baltimore Cathechism. Generations of youn 
Catholics learned the principles of their fait 
from this text. And even now, years later, ca 
give an instant response lo the familii 
questions. This is the title page of the thir 
volume of the series, which was used by a, 
vanced classes at St. Leo's School in 1908. 

Opposite page: St. Leo's Convent - 191 O 
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THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 

The real estate which is the subject of this appraisal was observed to consist of a 

two (2) level granite constructed building built in 1884 formerly utilized as the church of 

St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Parish. Based primarily on measurements taken 

from a survey by Frances J. McAnaney, Ill, which were spot-checked in the field , the 

gross floor area of the subject building was estimated to be approximately 8,952 square 

feet above grade plus finished daylight lower level of approximately 8,583 square feet. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The subject site is an irregular shaped lot known as Parcel "4", subdivided from a 

larger lot which formerly included the adjacent school building of St. Leo The Great 

which was subdivided and sold off May 28, 2008, its rectory which was subdivided and 

sold off October 29, 2016 and its convent which was subdivided and sold off September 

7, 2017. According to a Site Plan prepared by Frances J . McAnaney, Ill dated 

December 4, 2015, Parcel "4", known as the Church Parcel, contains 146.477' of 

frontage which is interrupted along two (2) courses on the northwesterly side of 

Keystone Street and extends in depth 159.023' along the southwesterly side of Unruh 

Avenue. Total area was approximately 21,790 square feet or .75002 acres as shown 

on the survey, exhibited as a facing page. The site essentially wraps around the former 

rectory property. The lot line at the rear extends in part through the party wall shared 

with the former convent fronting Tulip Street. The Jot line at the south side extends 

along the retaining wall so that the concrete walkway which once shared the subject 

property now belongs to the former rectory property at 6670 Keystone Street. 

The subject lot features the original stone retaining wall at the front and sides of 

the church. Two (2) curb cuts from Keystone Street serve the lot which is macadam 

paved with ample driveway area and striped parking area for 38± vehicles. 

2017-10776 
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There is a recorded Cross Easement Agreement, which is included in the 

Addendum, that provides for reciprocal rights of use to the entire parking lot in 

perpetuity for the benefit of Parcel "A" (now known as 6658 Keystone Street, 6670 

Keystone Street and 4900 Unruh Avenue) and Parcel "B" (known as 6649 Tulip Street) 

and rights to ingress/egress from/to Keystone Street. 

The southerly portion of the interrupted Keystone Street frontage (61.418') 

represents the area encumbered by the Cross-Easement Agreement and must be 

reserved in perpetuity for shared parking purposes. 

The site is served by public water and sewer and public utility gas, electric and 

telephone services. 

IMPROVEMENTS DESCRIPTION 

The subject site was improved with a gothic style granite church with partly 

above grade daylight basement which functions as an integral part of the religious 

center containing large worship room and accessory storage and mechanical areas. 

The upper level includes the main worship facility, accessory office and storage areas 

and lavatories. Gross floor area was estimated to be approximately 17,353 square feet 

including approximately 8,583 square feet on the finished lower level. 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 

FOUNOA TIONSIFRAMING 

EXTERIOR WALLS 

2017-10776 

Stone and heavy timber framing. 

Masonry footings supporting load bearing 

masonry exterior walls. 

Granite with brownstone facing at rear three 

level portion. 



ROOF 

LIGHTING 

ELECTRICAL 

FENESTRATION 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

2017· 10776 
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0riginal slate shingles over gabled wood deck 

with bell tower. 

Lighting in the nave in the upper level church 

consisted of original chain suspended 

chandeliers converted to electric. Balance 

included ceiling mounted fluorescent, 

incandescent and spot type fixtures. 

600 amp main disconnect with separate 400 

amp, 120/240 volt service controlling the 

heating system and separate lighting panel. 

Windows included original wood framed fixed 

sash with custom stained glass on the upper 

level with steel framed casement sash with 

fixed and operable panels on the lower level. 

The lower level was served by central air 

conditioning with condenser fenced in chain 

link at the exterior south side. Heat was 

provided by heat exchanger unit located in the 

lower level mechanical room. Upper level was 

served by radiators fed by a Weil-McLain gas 

and fired low pressure storm boiler in the 

basement. 



SANITARY FACILITIES 

INTERIOR FINISH. LAYOUT & 
SPECIAL FEATURES 

2017-10776 
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Located at the front of the lower level were 

male and female lavatories, one equipped with 

two (2) toilets and two (2) sinks and one 

equipped with one (1) toilet, one (1) sink and 

two (2) urinals. 

There was a combination of vinyl tile, ceramic 

tile, carpeted and hardwood floor finishes with 

smooth concrete in the unfinished sub

basement. Wall and ceiling finishes were a 

combination of plaster, pressed metal and 

wood wainscot with wood trim stained in dark 

oak. There were 27 rows of fixed wooden 

pews in the upper level nave, each row 

consisting of shorter end wings and a long 

central pew. Four (4) rows of pews were in the 

choir loft and two (2) sets of 24 pews in the 

lower level church. The lower level church had 

Celotex tile ceilings. The upper level church 

featured marble relief wood columns, gold leaf 

accents and trim and a lobby with brass 

railings, wood steps and chair lift to choir loft. 

Confessionals were situated on each level 

near the front. Steel fire escapes led from the 

upper level near the rear of the north and 

south sides of the building. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS/LAYOUT 

The subject property is a well constructed building of granite construction that 

appeared to have been constructed in two stages. The main church portion appeared 

to be constructed in 1884. A rear three (3) level addition constructed circa 1895 

allowed the church to intercommunicate with the convent on the third level which is not 

accessible from the church portion. A storage room on the lower level with Marlite wall 

finish had a breach in the wall formerly connecting to the convent which was sealed 

with gypsum board. Furthermore, the first floor of this addition at the rear has a 

separate room into which a pipe protrudes which is not accessible from the interior. 

The building is a substantial structure, over 130 years of age and under-utilized 

since the merger of the parishes. As a result, the property is expensive to maintain and 

keep operational. The building does lend itself to continued use as a house of worship 

or for imaginative rehabilitation reused in an alternative configuration. 

ANALYSIS OF AGREEMENT OF SALE 

To the best of my knowledge, the subject property is not currently under 

agreement of sale nor formally offered for sale in the open market. 

FLOODPLAIN 

The subject property is located entirely within Zone X, area determined to be 

outside 500 year floodplain determined to be outside the 1 % and 0.2% annual chance 

floodplains according to the Flood Insurance Map for the City of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania , Community Panel No. 420757-D118H revised November 18, 2015. 

2017-10776 
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ASSESSMENT AND TAXES 

According to the website of the City of Philadelphia's Office of Property 

Assessment of Taxes, the 2018 property assessment for 6658 Keystone Street as 

follows: 

Land 
Improvements 

Total 

$70,224 

$299,376 

$369,600 

The current tax rate in Philadelphia is $1,399.80 per $100,000 of assessed 

valuation. Applying this rate to the total assessment of $369,600 provides an annual 

tax levy of $5,173.66. 

HISTORY OF TITLE 

According to the last Deed of Record, also known as Deed of Subdivision, the 

subject property is titled to Reverend Joseph L. Farrell, solely as Pastor of Our Lady of 

Consolation Parish and most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap, Archbishop of 

Philadelphia by His Agent Reverend Monsignor Daniel J. Kutys, Attorney-lnFact, by 

instrument dated March 27, 2017. Consideration was nominal as recorded at 

Document No. 53204729 on April 27, 2017. This was an internal transfer of title upon 

subdivision of the larger site into two, creating 4900 Unruh Avenue. The site of which 

the subject is part was originally acquired October 2, 1884 by the Most Reverend 

Patrick John Ryan from Mary Disston. 

2017-10776 



,rganizations which marched in the civ ic parade, four appear to have 
ad Cathol ic origins. These were the St. Patrick Alliance, The St. Leo's 
leneficiat Society, The Ancient Order ot Hibernians, and The Hamilton 
;atholic Club. There is no in.formation on the St. Patrick Alliance. The 
,t. Leo Beneficial Society, as has already been noted, was a parish sick 
tnd death benefit society. 

Division 39, Ancient Order of Hibernians was chartered in 1889; 
Joseph McKeown was the first President; Patrick Conway, Vice 
)resident; John Mulholland, Recording Secretary; Patrick Lester, 
=inancial Secretary; and Patrick Connors, Treasurer. Although the 
1\.0.H. had no official church ties, the membership was made up of 
Jood and loyal Catholics. The early history of Division 39, A.O.H., is 
also a history of service to St. Leo's Parish. 

The Hamilton Catholic Club was a social club for young Catholic 
men which flourished in the early years of this century. It had been 
organized in 1901, and took its name from the location of the 
clubhouse, on Hamilton Street. Club members participated in sports 
and conducted theatrics. Lawrence Carroll was the first president; the 
other officers included: Joseph Furphy, Aubrey Grant, Eugene McKin
ney, William Kalblein, Thomas Corcoran and Harry Kane, who had been 
the first chi ld-baptized in the parish. The club was open to young men 
eighteen and over; initiation fee was one dollar and weekly dues were 
twenty-five cents . Members passed to honorary status upon marriage. 

Father Rogers had a special interest in St. Francis Industrial School, 
the training school for indigent boys run by the Drexel sisters in E'd
dington, three miles north of City Line. Father would take some of the 
boys of the parish up to St. Francis where they would play ball with the 
boys of the school. He took a special liking to one young lad at the 
school, and eventually brought him back to live at the rectory. Alfred 
Mullin remained a life-long resident of Tacony, and never forgot Father 
Rogers' kindness to him. His daughter, Berenice Muffin Lamey still has 
in her possession a handsome crucifix which had belonged to Father 
Rogers. 

By "1906, Father Rogers felt the parish was in a position to begin the 
construction of the much needed school. The building was modest by 
today's standards. It had only four rooms, located In that section of the 
present school complex which is closest to the church. The Sisters of 
St. Joseph agreed to staff the new school when completed; it followed 

; then that Father Rogers also had to prepare a convent for them. The 
.· bui !ding which is now the rectory was constructed, and when it was 

finished , Father Rogers, his assistant, Father Hugh Trimble, and Alfred 
Mullin moved into the new building and left the old rectory for the nuns. 

· If this suggests a lack of chivalry, things are not always as they seem. It 
, is a tradition of the convent that the new residence, which faced the 
;(park, was intended to be the convent. When the Mother Superior of the 
t .Sisters of St. Joseph learned of this, she objected. Some claim she felt 
fthe park would distract the sisters, others that she thought that the 
f nuns would lack the privacy they required. In any case, object she did; 
J:::.ea~d Father Rogers, always the gentleman, graciously consented to give 
~;,his own quarters to the nuns. All things considered, he probably got the 
! best of the deal. 

;t·· ,;,, 

PRIESTLY VOCATIONS 
FROM SAINT LEO PARISH 

1901 Archbishop Daniel J. Gercke 

39 

1917 Father John H. Mccloskey, O.S.A. 
1920 Father Daniel Lannon, C.M. 
1924 Father Thomas L. Carroll 
1927 Father Charles Mccarron, O.S.A. 
1928 Father James Farrell 
1930 Father Lawrence Maher 
1933 Father Richard B. Ward 
1933 Father Joseph Watson, C.M. 
1934 Father Sylvan Brennan, C.P. 

(James Brennan) 
1936 Father Joseph H. Ruane 
1940 Monsignor Thomas Rilley 
1940 Father Thomas Doyle 
1941 Father Aloysius Gaffigan, O.S.F.S. 
1950 Father Raymond Donahue 
1953 Father John Rilley 
1953 Father Aloysius McGonigal, S.J. 
1956 Father Leo Quinn, O.S.F.S. 
1958 Father Joseph Murray, O.S.F.S. 
1960 Father Edward Stapleton, S.S.$ . 
1962 Father Philip Gribben 
1963 Father Brendan Keevy, C.P. 

{Thomas Keevy) 
1965 Father Joseph C. Zuschmidt, O.S.F.S. 
1971 Father William J. Messick, O.S.F.S. 
1972 Father William J. McKeown, 

{Trenton Diocese) 
1975 Father Gerard J. Mccarron, 

(Trenton Diocese) 
1976 Father Thomas Murphy, O.S.F.S. 
1979 Father John Gilvey, O.S.F.S. 
1981 Father Charles Day 
1984 Father Richard G. Greger 

(Allentown Diocese) 

BROTHERS 

Brother Walter Sutor, C.S.S.R. 
Brother David Tierney 
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1 !)2 THE PRIVATE CITY 

streetcar line, .and traffic jams and slow service plagued the long 
hauls from West Philadelphia and the northwest. In 1908 a private 
syndicate constructed the Market Street subway to link the down
town with the fast-growing commuter suburbs of West Philadelphia. 
This first transit line, like the later public construction of the twen
ties and thirties, was clearly designed to profit from and maintain 
the specialized character of the downtown. These were public facili
ties whose principal beneficiaries were downtown real estate owners 
and middle-class office workers and shoppers. 

A 1912 traffic survey of all streetcar and subway lines showed 
who was using the downtown and its transit system (Table XX). 
The relatively light traffic from nearby south Philadelphia as com
pared to the heavy Hows from West Philadelphia and the north side 
showed that the downtown was not only the world of the white
<.:ollar worker, but also the world of the white-collar worker's wife. 
Neither the residents of the poor ghettos of south Philadelphia nor 
the more distant mill workers of outer south Philadelphia, Kensing
ton, and the northeast used the downtown frequently. 

..., 

TABLE XX 

STREETCAR AND RAPID TtUNSIT TRAFFIC:, 1912 

P1:rccntag1: of Traffic Arriving in tlw 
Downtown. Wl,oJc Origin J,Vas: 

South Philadelphia 17.0 

West Philadelphia 27.4 

North Philadelphia 25.l 

Outer Nor1..hcast 1.7 

Outer North Suburbs 7.1 

Downtown 18.7 

Transit construction programs, however, were not unpopular. 
Any call for enlargement of the system could count on at least three 
groups. First, the downtown onice managers, storekeepers, and real 
estate owners, all o( whom wanted to extend the transportation 
reach of the downtown. Second, real estate developers at the outer 
edges of the city and storekeepers along the proposed routes who 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

ST. LEO THE GREAT CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HABS No. PA-6692-B 

NOTE: Tacony's street grid does not lie true to the compass. For the purpose of locating 
buildings in this report, the roads running NE to SW (ex. Keystone Street and Torresdale 
Avenue) will be the N-S axes and those running SE to NW (ex. Longshore Avenue and 
Disston Street) will be E-W axes. 

Location: 

Significance: 

Description: 

The parish buildings of St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church in 
the Tacony neighborhood, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania are located on 
the northern half of the block bounded by Tulip and Keystone 
streets and Magee and Unruh lvenues. 

As the first "standard" Roman Catholic parish. in Tacony, St. Leo the 
Great remains an important and viable community landmark, both 
physically and institutionally. The parish buildings include an ideal 
core necessary for the operation of a neighborhood parish: sanctuary, 
rectory, convent, and school. Most of these structures are sited on a 
high-profile location, facing Disston Park t~ the east across Keystone 
Street. 

The dominant building of this religious ensemble is the sanctuary of St. Leo the Great. It 
stands at the southwest comer of Keystone Street and Unruh Avenue, facing east towards 
Disston Park. The church's designer employed a free interpretation of the Gothic Revival 
common to late-nineteenth-century applications, instead of a more archeological take more 
widespread earlier in the century. A shallow extruded "tower" element centered on the east 
fac;ade, pointed-arch windows, and engaged buttresses along the lateral walls are some of the 
Gothic vocabulary present in the building. A robust timbered porch extends from the 
church's north wall, facing Unruh Avenue. The church's exterior appears to be little altered 
beyond a new asphalt shingle roof and storm/ safety windows placed in front of the stained 
glass. The church building received major interior renovations and decorative simplification 
in 1983-1984. 

Integral with the church, to its rear (west), is the present convent originally constructed as a 
rectory. It is a two-and-one-half story stone structure connected to the church by a 
crenellated two-story intermediary structure. The coursing and mortar work are identical to 
that of the sanctuary. The roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles and some room air 
conditioners hang from the windows. 

To the church's south, facing east across Keystone Street towards Disston Park stands the 
present rectory, constructed originally as the convent. This building is connected to the 
sanctuary building by an enclosed second-story bridge. The rectory is three stories with the 
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-t f-\:.,-. t<~~ ST. LEO THE GREAT CA1HOLIC CHURCH 
HABS No. PA-6692-B (Page 2) 

third story contained under a mansard roof; a turret extends from the northeast comer of 
the second and third floors. The frame walls of the enclosed porch, turret, and bridge, and 
the porch piers and cornice have been covered in siding. 

The main school building is two stories with a central tower element. The principal 
elevation facing east across the parking lot to Keystone Street and the rear elevation 
extending along Tulip Street are nearly identical. The brick structure has a presenc;e similar 
to many early-twentieth-centmy educational structures and is accented with cut stone. The 
tower emphatically proclaims the building's religious associations and addresses the Gothic 
sanctuary- building with its pointed arch openings and crenellated top. This school building 
has received aluminum replacement windows that do not fully fill the arched window 
frames. A three-story, brick school annex with cut stone banding stands in the southeast 
corner of the property, opposite the church, on Keystone Street. It has also received 
replacement windows. 

History: 

See the historical report for Tacony, HABS No. PA-6692 for more detailed information 
about Taconys general development. 

Until the founding of St. Leo the Great parish, Roman Catholic church services in Tacony 
were held in the chapel of St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, which was founded by German
Catholic congregations in Philadelphia in 1855. t The archdiocese authorized the formation 
of 'Tacony's first parish in 1884 and its first mass was celebrated on May 25-the public 
social hall on State Road was initially used for services.2 Despite oral tradition stating the 
land was gifted by Mary Disston, records show that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
purchased the property at the corner of Unruh Avenue and Keystone Street from Mary 
Disston onJanuaiy 14, 1885, albeit for a discounted $1500 cost. Groundbreaking occurred 
in 1885 and the basement was finished-off for services later that year. The original rectory 
building facing Unruh Avenue was also constructed in 1885 and ultimately made integral 
with the church structure. 

While a "Roman Catholic church" was indicated on an 1888 city atlas, it was not until 
October 1890 that work on the church structure began in earnest.3 Whether Frank R. 
Watson provided the church's plan before groundbreaking in 1885 is not clear, however he 
is the architect on reco.rd for continuation of construction and Nicholas Cavanaugh was 
secured as the contractor.4 Watson was an active Philadelphia architect who specialized in 

1Louis M. Iatarola and Siobhan Gephart, Images of America: Tacony (Charleston, SC: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2000), 95. See also for historic photographs of the church, convent, and early school building. 

2Unless otherwise noted, information related to the St. Leo the Great parish buildings is drawn 
from "A Century of Service: A Pictorial History of Saint Leo Church in Tacony, Philadelphia," 1984, 
Tacony Branch Library, Free Library of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

3 
Baist's Atlas oftlte City of Philadelphia, Penna, Complete in One Volume (Philadelphia: G. Wm. 

Baist, 1888) and Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builden, ' Guide (PRERBG), 15 October 1890. 
4PRERBG, 15 October 1890. 
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religious structwes.5 After high school, he trained in the office of Edwin F. Durang-a well
known local architect particularly favored by the Roman Catholic diocese-between 1877 
and 1882. Watson founded his own firm in 1882 and practiced with a variety of partners, 
including Samuel Huckel (1901-1917), until bis death in 1940. Given his background in 
ecclesiastical design, it is not surprising that the diocese turned to him for a parish church 
project. Additionally, Watson likely was acquainted with Tacony given that he grew up in 
nearby Frankford. The exterior of the Watson-designed church was completed in 1892 and 
the interiors were finished by the church's dedication on November 24, 1895, although 
additions to the interior decoration were made through the 1920s.6 

St. Leo's parish did not embark on any building projects until 1906 when ground was broken 
for a convent sited south of the church on Keystone Street and a school building 
constructed south of the rectory building along Tulip Street. The new convent building was 
ultimately used as the rectory and connected to the church by means of a second-st01y 
enclosed bridge that originally displayed Colonial Revival detailing. The initial four-room 
school building was constructed of brick and completed in 1908-it was expanded in 1917 
with a four-room addition to the south whose stepped-out form anticipated a much more 
ambitious extension to the south in 1925. The resulting building was centered on a bell was 
heated by steam and lighted by electricity.7 A second brick school building with dressed 
stone banding and known as the "school annex" was constructed to the southwest of the 
earlier building in 1953. 

Historian: James A. Jacobs 

Sources: 

Baist's Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, Penna, Complete in One Volume. Philadelphia: G. 
Wm Baist, 1888. 

"A Century of Service: A Pictorial History of Saint Leo Church in T acony, Philadelphia." 
1984. Tacony Branch Library, Free Library of Philadelphia. Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Iatarola, Louis M., and Siobhan Gephart. Images of America: Tacony. Charleston, SC: 
Arcadia Publishing, 2000. 

Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide. 

Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Maps for Philadelphia Pennsylvania, vol. 27. New York, 
1928. 

5 
All information about architect Frank Rushmore Watson is drawn from Sandra L. Tatman and 

Roger Moss, Biographical DictionaJy of Philadelphia Architects: 1700-1930 (Boston: G. K. Hall & Co., 
1985), 832-833. 

6Iatarola, 95, for dedication date. 
7Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Maps for Philadelphia, Penmylvania, vol. 27 (New York: 

1928), 2635. 
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Tatman, Sandra, and Roger Moss. Biographi~ict~onazy of Philadelphia Architects: 
1700-1930. Boston: G.K.Hall&C (,1928~) / ~ 17rs 
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