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1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)
Street address: 6670 Keystone Street

Postal code: 19135

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Historic Name: St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church

Current/Common Name: St. Leo's" or "St. Leo's of Tacony"

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Building [ ] Structure [ ] Site [ ] Object

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION
Condition: [ ] excellent good [ ] fair (] poor (] ruins
Occupancy: [ ] occupied vacant [] under construction [] unknown
Current use: None

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries.

6. DESCRIPTION
Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting,
and surroundings.

7. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies.
Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1890 to 1900
Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: C- 1892 10 1894 (superstructure)

Architect, engineer, and/or designer: Frank R. Watson (1859-1940)

Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: Nicholas Cavanaugh

Original owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia

Other significant persons:




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

|:| (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(i) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.
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8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach a bibliography.

9. NOMINATOR

Organization Tacony CDC Date
Name with Title Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA Email
Street Address 1234 S. Sheridan Street Telephone 215-334-6008

Nominator [_] is is not the property owner.

PHC USE ONLY
Date of Receipt; February 7, 2019
Correct-Complete [] Incorrect-Incomplete Date: March 13, 2019
Date of Notice Issuance; March 15, 2019

Property Owner at Time of Notice:
Name: Rev. Joseph L. Farrell, Our Lady of Consolation

Address: 7051 Tulip Street

City: Philadelphia State: PA Postal Code: 19135

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:_April 17, 2019

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission: May 10, 2019

Date of Final Action:___May 10, 2019 Edited by PHC staff June 12, 2023 to correct
Designated [] Rejected address from 6658 to 6670 Keystone St. 12/7/18
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The designated boundary of St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church includes one building on a
larger parcel of 6670 Keystone Street. The overall parcel is bounded by Keystone Street at the
southeast, Unruh Avenue at the northeast, Tulip Street at the northwest, and additional church
property at the southwest.

The red outline shows the full
property boundary.

The boundary of the church building begins at the northwest corner of Keystone Street and Unruh
Avenue. The boundary includes the footprint of the church, with a perimeter buffer.

The yellow outline shows the
extent of the designated
boundary, which includes
only the church and a small
buffer.

/ Beginning at the northwest
| corner of Keystone Street

i \\‘ and Unruh Avenue

Approx. 25’

x

*The above description represents the boundary adopted by the Historical Commission, 10 May 2019
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DESCRIPTION:

Designed by Frank R. Watson in 1890, the modest Gothic
elements applied to St, Leo's Roman Catholic Church are true
to the period of construction. Situated on the northwest cor-
ner of Keystone and Unruh Streets in the Tacony neighborhood
of Philadelphia, St. Leo's was built of "Stockton stone" (a
brownish-gray color)lon a concrete base with lighter-colored
"Indiana limestone" accenting the surrounds at the three-por-
tals in the center bay, windows and capping on the stone but-
tresses on the north and south walls. The church has a westward

orientation with the altar opposite the Keystone Street entry.

The facade is divided into three bays, with the emphasis on
the center bay where three comsecutive doorways on the first level
are surmounted by a large Gothic arched stained glass window.

Atop this is an attic space and an architectural element variously
called an "open bell tower" or "bell-less" space which nonetheless
heightens the structure, giving it more attention to passersby on
the Interstate-95, or the Pennsylvania Railroad (since the 1850s).
Two sets of steps, interrupted by a short concrete platform, lead
to the central entrance on Keystone Street. A low gray stone

wall connects to either side of these steps and winds around to
the north or south walls, terminating to side entrances under
shallow wooden entrances extending about four feet deep. Between
the buttresses on the north and south walls are a series of Gothic
arched stained glass windows installed in the late 1920s which
were designed and manufactured by the D'Ascenzo Studios. The

west wall of this church is attached to the former convent. Some
lawn space and landscaping on Keystone Street add to the rustic,
"country" appearance of this church.

1Mahoney, D., Historical Sketches of the Catholic Churches...
2Phila.: Mahoney, 1895, p. 141.

Philadelphia Real Estate Records & Builders' Guide, 03/04/1925.
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The presumed "oldest'" photograph of St. Leo's. (Below)
(Catholic Historical Research Center image.)

Mon, Oct 06, 1884 | Philadelphialnquirer (Philadelphia, PA)

On right is contemporary 8T, LEO'S,
news on St. Leo's laying of
cornerstone at the church,
October 5, 1884,

Laying of tho Ourne; Btone of n New Roman
Catholic Chnroli,

Archibishop tyan laid the coruer stone of
St. Leo's Roman Gatholic Church, Keystone
and Unrub streets, Tacony, yesterday after-
noon at 3 o'clack in the presencs of a crowd
o of worug two thousand peopla. He was as-
| risted by Reva, Cantwell, Filan, McLaugh-
lin, 8banuon, Ward, Wall, Quinn, Traynor,
| Purns, Brehony, Douovan, Fitzmaurics, Mo-

Hale, Byrne and Hockspleler,

The atone, inscribed with a cross and the
date 1883, with a receptacle cut in it fora
cedar box containing such articles a8 are
usually prederved as memorialg, waslald with
thie ceremnonios appointed by the ritual of the
Roman Catholic Church, and & procession,
composed of the clergy preseut, a church so-
riety and the orphans from Bt. Vincent's
Heawe, moved around the building, the foun-
datious and walls being solsmnly blessed dur-
ing lts progress.,

Rev, Dr. Barry, of the Church of the Visi-
tation, prenched the sermon. The ¢hnreh is
heing built of Btockton brown stone, and will
he guite a spacious editice when completad,
baving 66 feet front, with a depth of 140. The
lot was presentest by the Messrs, Diasston, and
1he chiurch is an offshoept from that of Holmes-
burg, of which Rev. L. Wall is pastor.

During the progress of tha gervices a small
platforis erectexd for the masona while at
work, and which was crowded with people
fell to the grouund, They bad been warnad
not to stand oi it as It was not safe. No one
wad seriously hurt, but two or thres ladies,
whose namey wers not nscertained, wore
slightly lujured. Greatexcltement prevailed
i for a tlme. ¢

.. 24 lo‘ e A
o g W ko 3 i i



Facade's center
window was damaged
in a storm in 1911

and replaced.

Recent images of
St. Leo's church
(westward vantage.)

Note newer window.

Keystone Street front.

Unruh Street
(right)




North wall on Unruh Street with buttresess between the
D'Ascenzo Studio's stained glass windows.

(Below) Northward view from St. Leo's School's yard of
Rectory that obscures church's south wall.




Statement of Significance:

St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church (hereinafter, "St.
Leo's"), was the first parish planned by the Archdiocese of Phila-
delphia in the Tacony area of the city, along the Delaware River.
St. Leo's was, when established in 1884, an important center for

Catholics occupying a very wide expanse of undeveloped land which
includes most of the lower "Northeast" part of the city from the

Delaware River westward to Route 611 and the Roosevelt Boulevard.
Five (5) Catholic parishessemerged from the original boundaries
of St. Leo's as the Catholic population surged by the late 1920s.
Each parish averaged a minimum of 1,000 members.

St. Leo's parishioners formed a sizeable workforce for the
industries that brought the city into the modern era. Located
in Tacony,(long known for its Disston Saw Mills, one of the coun-
try's largest employers), St. Leo's was the core of the lives of
a founding congregation of mainly Irish descendants from the fa-
mine years (18408-1850s), but accepted any Catholic. Unlike the
national churches and institutions nearby, such as the Germans
at St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum on the river since 1857, then the
Italian national church, Qur Lady of Consolationm (1917), St. Leo's
broad acceptance of Catholics of any ethnicity raised its social
profile within the lower Northeast where it lead with social soci-
eties, independently raising funds to care for locals and produ-
cing good citizens who defended our country and Catholicism. The
history of St. Leo's includes some of the contemporary architects
and artists known better for their work in higher social circles.
The church was designed by Frank R. Watson, and stained glass win-
dows by Nicola D'Ascenzo represent the lengths that St. Leo's pari-

shioners went to sacrifice for their church to attain a high degree

The Archdiocese created from St. Leo's these parishes: Our Lady
of Consolation (1917); St. Bartholomew (1919), St. Bernard (1927);
,St. Matthew (1927) and St. Timothy (1928).

Philadelphia Real Estate & Builders' Guide, 05/21/1890; 08/06/1890;
10/15/1890; and 03/04/1925.
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of respectability for their workingclass community. It took
decades for Roman Catholics in this area to be acknowledged
among the Protestant groups that had dominated since the years
when William Penn's associates divided the land in the 1600s.
This area had been somewhat estranged, almost alienated from the
city, even after the Consolidation (1854), but for the railroad
line running parallel to the Delaware River. St, Leo's drew
more workers to Tacomy as it formed a social basis away from the
monotony of labor. Given the Irish's tendency to organize, an
early society to help the poor was founded, along with assistance
from other Catholic philanthropic groups to place St. lLeo's on a
better financial foundation.

The contemporary documentation on St. Leo's is sparse, but
its location, close to the Disston Saw Mills and the civic projects
started by the Disstons, put St. Leo's somewhat into this sphere--
although retrospective "histories" show the independence of St.
Leo's more. The industrial environment surrounding this church,
the nearest one to the factory district along the river, would
also suggest some impact, despite how small the percentage of
Catholics workers were to the non-Catholics in the late 19th
century and early 20th century. Nonetheless, the parish base
was wider than Tacony and the St. Leo's church was the very heart
and essence of the parish, as evidenced by the selection of the
architect and artists involved in its creation in 1894. As the
source of so many productive citizens, St. Leo's historically
qualifies for designation because of those who were responsible

for its design, its progress and its contributions to the city.
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St. Leco the Great Roman Catholic Church...

(e) is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect
or designer, or engineer whose work has significantly influenced
the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural de-
velopment of the City, Commonwealth or Nation.

Frank Rushmore Watson (1859-1940) is the architect of re-
cord for St. Leo the Great (hereafter, "St. Leo's), proposing
the plans for this church in May and again in August of 1890
which were accepted that October. The 31 year old architect
from the Frankford section of Philadelphia had apprenticed with
Edwin Forrest Durang (1829-1911) and remained with him until
about 1882. 1In 1880, Watson assisted Durang in the designing of
St. Agnes Hospital at South Broad and McKean Streets in a spar-
sely developed area. This hospital was operated by the Sisters
of St. Francis, an order established by then-Bishop (later Saint)
John Neumann in the 1850s. (The Sisters were the first religious
stationed at St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum in Tacony in the 1850s.)
This seems to be the only recorded project between the two archi-
tects before Watson left Durang to open his own office.

The Tatman and Moss' Biographical Dictionary shows Watson's
office began to accept commissions from "1885," legving three un-
accounted years between his departure from Durang. Watson's ex-
perience with ecclesiastical designs (namely for religious buil-
dings like churches) was attributed to Durang. However, Watson's
portfolio includes an almost equal number of non-Roman Catholic
churches and a significant number of residential properties. In
1890, when Watson was hired by St. Leo's principals, he had al-
ready drawn Our Lady of the Rosary Roman Catholic Church in West

Philadelphia (1888)—eand—Annunciation—of the Blessed VirginMery
Church—in—SouthPhitadelphia{1889). They were under construction

Tatman, Sandra & Roger Moss, Biographical Dictionary of Philadel-
phia Architects. Boston: Hall & Co., 1985, pp.230,833-835.

The primary source was the PRERBG, 05/21/1890 08/06/1890 and,
10/15/1890 which noted Nicholas Cavanaugh as the contractor.
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and not yet completed when St. Leo's cornerst%Fe was blessed on
October 4, 1884 by Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan, the new prelate.
"Rosary' andAnnuneciation displayed the range of architectural

styles handled by Watson (Romanesque and—a—simplter—“Gotiric™)
which were the trend in the last quarter of the 19th century.

Roman Catholic churches in Philadelphia (with the exception
of 0ld St. Joseph's) are situated in locations to be seen and ad-
mired for their architecture and any artistic details. (Catholics
traditionally exert more "for the glory of God" in their work,
according to what they are taught.) The financial sacrifices
made by congregations towards the construction and embellishment
of Catholic churches are great and enforced by the pastors upon
congregants. However, in the case of St. Leo's, there was no Ed-

win F. Durang, the Archdiocese's main architect and the busiest

during that time. Instead, Durang's one-time apprentice, Watson
g : g p ’

qualified. He had succeeded in designing the Romanesque Our Lady
of the Rosary for a luminary professor at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary, Father James J. Loughlin, DD, who founded that parish
in West Philadelphia. (Thomas Eakins painted Loughlin's portrait
because of the priest's status within the Archdiocese.) But, at
St. Leo's, Watson seemed to have made some "short-cuts" in his
fastan  sideh Lesks s Line) - 1 i :

A TrPum = - [2

—B dVirs ary—d & e .
(Refer toimage—) Watson planned his design for St. Leo's well
after the laying of the cornerstone in 1884, perhaps trying to
integrate his building atop a dug foundation lying dormant until
the end of 1890. Watson submitted his plans in May of 1890, but

had to wait to execute them until that October with Cavanaugh
doing the construction work.

6Mahoney, op.cit. Also, "The Catholic Standard."
PRERBG, op.cit.
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While Frank Watson awaited for his plans to be accepted by the

St. Leo's principals in 1890, cthe Rosary church (below) proceeded
to completion and dedication in West Philadelphia.

This church would fully display details not applied at St. Leo's.

/

ORIGINAL CHURCH (DEDICATED 1890)
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH



St. Leo's by Watson.
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While the list of Watson's career is attached, his work
at St. Leo's Church must have a relevant visual image to appre-
ciate the church's value. Below is St. Leo's interior, c. 1925
with the architectural details drawn by Watsom and enhanced with
Raphaelesque decorations by Lorenzo Scattaglia (now gone). Again,
this work by Watson was funded by parishioners and shows the ex-
pertise of Watson. He continued a relationship with St. Leo's,
even with partners later in his extensive time as an active ar-
d as one whose designs added to the city's history.

chitect, an

3

e it
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One of Watson's few
existing residences

in Tacony from 1890,

This house was for
Drss 'JToda Boligy,

The 1893 Guide (below)

listed other Watsaon
projects in the Horthezst,

CSTATE RECORD

. : BUILDERS GUIDE.
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VOL. VIIL—No. 26,

PHILADFELPHIA, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 1898.

PRICE 15 CENTS

THE FPHILADHLFPHIA

Real Estate Record

AXD

BUILDERS" GUIDE,
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDKESDAY, AT 17 N, TENTH STREET,

L aa :gj&%’m Walnat Strea,

ectory for St Mark's
Cliucch, Frankford, to he 40 x a0 feet, two-and.
one-lialf stories high, to ba of stone and brlek
with glute roof, finxd wood on Interior and sl
modirn imprevenents. Also plans for éwo other
hauses at I'rankford for Mysyrs. Sidebotham and
Harrocks, to Lo of stone and Ixick combination
with madern iinprovements.  Also m new school
and dormltory for St. Joseph’s Orplan Asylum
ta be two stories, nnd basunent of brick, stone
trimmings and all conveniences.  Also pluns far
a colonial house nt Tioga for Mr. Marry Merolh,
tobe stone. and rsdem cuuveulencl:s-

. £

John J. Hasband, contrnetor, 136 Fast Lehlgh
Avenue, will pt ouce begin the rebullding of the
burnaed factory on I'renton Avopue, enrst side,
goutl of Adnma Streef.  The structure will bu of
Urick and stone, furntshed with stenm power and
fixtures.

Harry 8. Warfield hos fourtean houses to build,
Thera will be eight of two storles, 158 x 40, on
the west slde of Glilford Street of Montgomery
Avenue, and six three-story high, 18 x 530, on the
cast slde of Thirty-first Street south of Montgom-. -
ery Aveooe, oK

Among the many contrncts A, Raymond Baff *
%a in band is the romodeling of George K. Me-

valoe's hovae, &bt 603 North Elsventh Strs
3] a:m.te new front of Wyoming blne :to

remoﬂelnd
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The image above of a stained glass window by Nicola D'Ascenzo
(c.1910) was installed in St. Mark's Church in Frankford, just
south of Tacony and the childhood neighborhood of architect
Watson. 1In 1888, Watson reconstructed St. Mark's interior.
(Tatman & Moss: 833) Watson was alive in the 1920s to recommend
D'Ascenzo to design new windows for St. Leo's where the Gothic
arched frames held Stained glass consistent to the church's de-
sign.

Source of image: Strafile, A., Memorandum... Phila.: 1910.
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St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church in Tacony...

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or
historical heritage of the community.

Roman Catholics had been in the small village of Tacony
near the Delaware River in meaningful numbers since the 1850s.
At that time in the history of the then-diocese of Philadelphia,
there were more needs for social services, especially among the
children abandoned or orphaned as a result of the massive migra-
tions of Irish and Germans in the 1840s. During the administra-
tion of then-Bishop (now Saint) John Neumann, a native of Bohem-
ia and a Redemptorist priest, the German children were separated
from the Irish and American-born of immigrant parents and became
wards of the German Catholics. By "1857," St. Vincent's Orphan
Asylum began on the Delaware River in Tacomy, with the Sisters
of St. Francis overseeing the children. A chapel was on-site
primarily as part of the orphanage, but eventually, it wo%%d
be the only Roman Catholic church for services in Tacony.

The interpretation of this history is recounted somewhat dif-
ferently because there had been-~for decades--a cultural divi-
sion between the "emigrants from Ireland and Germany with very
clearly drawn national alignments.”llThe physical distance be-
tween these two Catholic groups put the Irish more inland than
the Germans near St. Vimcent's. Thus, St. Vincent's history
held thelarphanage's chapel as the "Cradle of Catholicity in
Tacony," where St. Leo's account stated that Catholiecs (i.e.,
Irish, though not identified) worshipped at St, Dominic's, a
two mile walk that was much farther than St. Vincent's}BThe
orphanage's claim as "the only Catholic Church in Tacony"

"Golden Jubilee of St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, Tacony, Pa."
Phila.: Nerd=Amerika Print, 1907, p: 17

Roth, 0SA, Rev. Francis X., "History of St. Vincent's Orphan
11Asylum, Tacony, Phila." Phila.: Nord Amerika Press, 1934,p.30.
1o 'History of St. Leo's Church." Phila.: 1917,
13Roth, Ap.t1it.

St. Dominic's was founded in 1849 on Frankford Avenue, a main

"highway" since the 1700s, The first parishioners there were

also of Irish ancestry, living in Holmesburg, next to Tacony.
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may sound boastful, but true where St. Leo's did not become
established until about three decades later. But, the ethnic
differences between the Irish and Germans culminated in the
necessity for St. Leo's,

There are no figures on the number of Roman Catholics
in Tacony who complained to the Archdiocese in the early 1880s
that they wanted their own church and a priest to communicate
with them in English. St. Leo's was part of a widespread en-
deavor to expand Catholicism within the city during the 1850
to 1900 period, according to historian Dennis Clark. This
authority on the Irish, their migrations to Philadelphia and
areas of settlement had not reported on "Tacony" or those of
Irish ancestry who were the founding parishioners of St. Leo's.
(There also is an undeterminable number on the Irish Catholics
who worked for the Disston Saw Mills, the area's largest employ-
er.) However, the Archdiocese's decision to found St. Leo's
in 1884 had to be justified by the number that the leadership
determined could financially sustain a parish. Father Roth,
(an Augustinian priest and not a Redemptorist) wrote that St.
Vincent's Orphanage Chapel was a "parish' from 1858 to 1879,15
but the "parish" did not conform to the standard plan which
had already been implimented in older parishes in the more de-
veloped areas: church, rectory, convent and school, These
buildings were required in a "parish" that was structured along
families, education and administering the sacraments and other
rites of the Church. St. Vincent's Chapel could not fulfill
these "parish" activities and operations.

Clark, Dennis, "A Pattern of Urban Growth: REsidential Develop-
ment and Church Location in Phila." Records, American Catholic

5 Historical Society, vol. 81, March, 1970, #1., p.l164.

Rath, 9ph.cit.
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St. Leo's then, was designed as a Roman Catholic parish,
the first one in this section of Philadelphia near the Delaware
River. The first parishioners were, in Mahoney's 1895 account,
few in number and "poor'" but finishing the St. Leo's church
building which would "seat over a thousand persons.'" The St.
Leo's congregants contributed to the growth of Tacony when this
church brought the local Roman Catholics together to finish the
building, then celebrate its long-awaited presence.

Indeed, St. Leo's would serve as a catalyst to bring more
Roman Catholics to Tacony where non-Catholic churches had been
constructed prior to this nomination, A house of worship was
one of a few comforts for those in the lower economic class.

How accurate Mahoney's statement was could be challenged in the
atlases, census records and rise in various industries which re-
quired scores of workers. Housing increased, and the types of
residential properties ranged from the simple semi-detached to
substantial Victorians. The difference in about thirty years

of development in Tacony is evident in the long lots for indi-
vidual homes and their carriages in the rear. Indoor plumbing
and parlors for entertaining were in these houses for the middle
class who lived near St. Leo's. Presumably, the stabilization
of the Disston Saw Mills and its extensive ownership of the real
estate around St. Leo's placed some responsibility on the family-
owned business on the community. The Disstons' philanthropy in
Tacony was generous to all religious groups, but upon the death
of Henry Disston in 1878, his wife, Mary inherited his wealth
and the responsibilities attached. As the leading family in
Tacony, the Disstons "envisioned Tacony as a working class com-
munity of private homes and open spaces...”ﬁ%%te St. Leo parish-

ioner and former reporter of "The Catholic Standard & Times,"

Mahoney, op.cit.

Baldwin, Lou, A Century of Service: A pictorial history of St.
Lec Church in Tacony, Philadelphia. Phila.: 1984, p.15.
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Lou Baldwin, The kind of paternalism seen in other neighbor-
hoods where factories provided housing for their workers did
not occur under the Disstons.lglndeed, the 1895 Atlas of sub-
divided lots on blocks owned by "Mary Disston'" found no cor-
roboration with Mahoney's 1895 history of St. Leo's, writing

"A site for a church...was presented by the Disston Family."
Kirlin (1909) copied the same word, '"'presented" and interpreted
it to mean a gift, which the "Deed" dismisses as false. (See
enlarged portion of October 2, 1884 between Mary Diston and Most
Reverend Patrick John Ryan Archbishop of Philadelphia for the
church lot, "truly paid" by Ryan for "$1,500.00.") There was
no proof that the Disstons donated any land for St, Leo's use.

St. Leo's first parishioners knew how to organize and to
raise their own funds. Their self-sufficiency was bolstered by
aggressive pastors and beneficial associations of the same type
begun for immigrants from eastern and southern Europe at the
same time. Moreover, those of Irish ancestry there would found
a division of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in 1889, a philan-
thropic group. In 1894, two pastors at St. Leo's were able to
raise "$17,000.00" to "complete the exterior of the church." La-
ter that year, the one pastor, Father McPhilomy obtained "$20,000.
00" which seemed to have been spent on the interior's decoration.
A "Crucifixion'" painting over the altar was done by Lorenzo Scat-
taglia]Wno was known to Watson (from the extensive work Scattaglia
did in conjunction with Durang.) Scattaglia decorated the Cathe-
dral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul which murals still exist.
These activities had not been aided by anyone but St., Leo's pari-

shioners whose financial sacrifices were part of their faith.

1§As early as the 1820s in Manayunk's textile mill district, the
workers lived in employer-owned housing, such as the Schuylkill
Factory whose owners founded St. John the Baptist R.C. Church.

aldwin, op.cit., pp. 17, 24, 32 and 39. He cited no sources.

Baldwin's statements about a "Luigi Scattaglia' are untrue. Loren-
zo Scattaglia died in 1931 and is buried at Holy Cross Cemetery.
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Despite its presence since 1884, this 1895 Baist Atlas did not
identify "St. Leo's," only "R.C. CH." Surrounded by large tracts
owned by "Mary Disston,' the small lot purchased from Mrs. Disston

on October 2, 1884 for '$1,500.00" was trite compared ta the pro-
perties sheowned throughout Tacony.

Note the subdivided lots opposite St. Leo's which would have had
more value sold individually than as one lot.
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St. Leo's parish was the last of the leading religious
denominations to form in Tacony. The Episcopalians and Evan-
gelical Lutherans had been in the area since 1867, followed
by the United Methodists (1874), Baptists (1881) and the Pres-
byterians in 1883. The colliding rises of the Roman Catholics'
St. Leo's with the Presbyterians who had the Disston family as
their benefactors, would have cast the latter to have to show
more loyalty to their faith and fellow Presbyterians. Moreover,
there was an ethnicity problem that in Victorian Philadelphia
prevailed. Irish American Catholic historian Dennis Clark wrote
of "a gulf between the Irish and the 'proper Philadelphians'"
at that time towards the progeny of the famine fleers. "The Ix-
ish were regarded and regarded themselves as a separate race of
people," Clark added. Catholicism and the Irish culture were_as
one, which to Protestants signalled an "inherently disloyal" glap to
the American government, favoring the pope. The literature on
Irish Catholics throughout the 19th century in the few and formal
histories written by Protestants (Scharf & Westcott, Oberholtzer
or Watson, then Jackson) either spared or reluctantly wrote in
abbreviated versions about the group. St. Leo's, just as the
other Roman Catholic parishes dominated by the Irish, would not

have dits founding memorialized by these authors.

The Roman Catholic press in Philadelphia, which had its be-
ginning in 1833 was far different, though more flattering to the
Irish, ignoring how by 1885, 35% of arrests in Philadelphia were
of the Irish who were 107 of the population. The Irish Cathg%ics
were denied political positions and roles in city government. In
Tacony, the Irish Catholics werea minority tothe Protestants whose
seniority could be based on William Penn's associates who first
occupied the area in the 1600s.

2OClark, Dennis, The Irish in Philadelphia. Phila.: Temple Univ.
Pregs, 19713 pp. 129=131% L43-1450,

i
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As the last and smallest group in Tacony, the first parishi-
oners of St. Leo's were susceptible to their agrarian lifestyle
that influenced their class. As the underclass of Tacony, the
Irish could only have fallen deeper into their Catholicism,
which under the first pastor, Father Joseph Strahan strengthened
with hopefulness. The Archdiocese had recently welcomed a new
leader with Patrick Johnm Ryan that spring of 1884. (The title
to St. Leo's was deeded in his name that October.) How well any
news or communications with the rest of Philadelphia arrived to
Tacony's Roman Catholics could only have been through the news-
paper, "The Catholic Standard," if one could read. But Father
Strahan would have discussed news within the Catholic church in
general and foremost would be what Pope Leo XIII had to say.

Leo (1810-1903) began as pope in February of 1878 in what
is now believed as the turning point in the history of the Roman
Catholic Church. The choice of naming the Tacony parish after
Pope Leo's patron saint may have been overlooked by non-Catholics
who only could see the pope, Leo, who at the time was heavily
involved in politics and labor reform.zzTo the Protestants in
Tacony who were akin to the Nativists farther south, Pope Leo
was a political leader in competition with American presidents
and the emperors, kings and premiers elsewhere. In a word, the
presumed power of Pope Leo threatened Protestants. But the same
pope and his writings consoled Catholics such as those at St. Leo's.
Who chose the name for this parish gets no blame, nor credit. But
Protestants in Tacony outnumbered the Catholics and would have had
reason(s) to be annoyed by the parish's naming.

Of the many sources on Leo XIII's years as pope, some extended
discussions may be found inm Hughes, Philip, A Popular History of
the Catholic Church. NY: Macmillan Co., 1962.
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Warner did not address any of the possible vestiges of
agrarian culture that existed for decades within the Irish Cath-
olic community before St. Leo's--he only stressed how independent
the northeast became when the factories appeared and businesses
developed to accommodate the locals there. Warner suggested
there was no need to go "downtown" (i.e., to Center City) and
to be exposed to the "proper Philadelphians" or their haute so-
phistication. If the habits and lifestyles of Taconians were
similar in 1912 to the 1890s in exposure and mobility to the
Center City culture, Warner calculated a smallzgercentage of
the Northeast's residents visiting "downtown." Was a type of
provincialism implied?

To Irish Catholics, their faith was their lives, which ex-
plains how St. Leo's grew to where by 1928, five (5) parishes
were established within its old boundaries and were able to be
financially sustained. What had been sown at St. Leo's proved
successful, without much influence from employment or anything
else. What Clark the Irish Catholic historian summarized about
his group applied to St. Leo's first parishioners: "The social
changes between 1870 and 1900...strongly shaped the urban deport-
ment of the Philadelphia Irish (because) (R)eligiously they
shaped a Catholic bureaucracy in a Victorian image that eventually
attracted and held masses of other immigrants through its schools

T

and influence." By "Victorian," Clark meant "communal,” "tradi-

tional," "in a tight middle class image" and defensive of the
Roman Catholic doctrine?a These were values mnot influenced by
industrialism, but by religion. For this neighborhood so far
from the others in Philadelphia, St. Leo's provided the primary
and pervasive cohesion with other Roman Catholics who contributed
to the City's progress.

23

Warner, Sam Bass, The Private City. Phila,: Univ. of Penna. Pressg,
&987, p. 192 (chart),

Clark, op.cit., pp.143-144&.
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The City Planning Commission provided the maps of "Urban
Growth" for Temple University's William W, Cutler, III, Ph.D.%>
that indicate development in 1850 in the Tacony area which did
not change much in the 1900 map, but significantly increased by
1920~-when the five parishes were formed or about to be formed
from St. Leo's. This information corroborates with Warner and
the Archdiocese's planning of parishes where warranted by the
number of Catholics in a given area. (It ideally is about 1,000.)

URBAN GROWTH IN PHILADELPHIA 1800 -1960

iBoo 1850

1sa0 1320

25Cutler, Wm., IIL, "The Persistent Dualism: Centralization and
Decentralization in Philadelphia, 1854-1975," in Cutler & Gil-
lette, Howard (Eds.), The Divided Metropolis: Social & Spatial
Dimensions in Philadelphia, 1800-1975, Westport: Greenwood
Prass,, 1980,
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St. Leo's Church once held a significant number of rites
because thousands of parishioners lived within its boundaries.
By the end of the 1920s, several thousand Philadelphians who had
originally claimed St. Leo's as their parish before 1917 had be-
come members of five (5) neighboring parishes created for them.
These parishes would only have been founded if the number of Ca-
tholics in a given area could financially support them--which
resulted in at least 5,000 individuals leaving St. Leo's for the
new parishes. City planning maps show the rise in population in
the Northeast, a large expanse of land that while part of the
municipal government, represented a distinctive area and identity.
What Warner showed in his finding for traffic from Tacony and
other Northeast communities in southbound travel in 1912 and the
very low percentage connecting to the Center City milieu, was
the result of what St. Leo's first parishioners experienced in
previous decades. They learned to be independent and self-sup-
portive as the minority group in those early years of the church's
establishment in Tacony. But the growth of St. Leo's before 1920
(when the first division in the parish occurred) proved how in-
fluential that Roman Catholics at that Tacony parish had been in
the overall growth of Northeast Philadelphia's industrial corri-
dor. After all, St. Leo's existed far longer than the Disston
Saw Mills (by over fifty years), and other major industries depen-
dent on the city's labor force and location. However, at the
present, St. Leo's church building is available for sale, despite
its stable condition and loss of members who had to merge with
OQur Lady of Comsolation Church. St. Leo's church holds a history
of Tacony and its identity with large-scale factories that no
longer remain as reminders of this exceptional period of Phila-
delphia's industrial contributions to our country.

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
January, 2019
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Also known as: St. Leo School

Overview = References Architects  Maps e e AN

Related Architects, Engineers, and Others

« Hoffman-Henon Co. (Architects)

Citations from Published References:
SEARCH
Brsiasis * Briogs « completed plans (PRERBG, 3/4/1925)
» receiving estimates/bids (PRERBG, 3/4/1925)

D'Ascenzo Studios (fl. ca. 1905 - 1954) (Stained Glass Studio) %
Lovatt, George Ignatius, Sr. (1872-1958) (Architect)
Watson & Huckel (fi. 1902 - 1917) (Architects)
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Citations from Published References:
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« receiving estimates/bids (PRERBG, 11/1/1905)
» engaged to draw plans (PRERBG, 1/1/1908)
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Watson, Frank Rushmore (1859 - 1940) (Architect)

Citations from Published References:

= preparing plans (PRERBG, 5/21/18390)
» completed plans (PRERBG, 8/6/1890)
» awarded contracts (PRERBG, 10/15/1880)
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D'Ascenzo, Nicola (1871 ~- 1954)

STAINED GLASS ARTIST; MURALIST, PAINTER

e R SR TR LR v

Born: 9/25/1871, Died: 1954

Biography from the American Architects and Buildings
database

Born in ftaly and brought to the United States at the age of 11, Nicola
D'Ascenzo was originally apprenticed to a stonecutter andto a
woodworker, but he acquired his formal training in painting in the
evenings at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, the

Mural Decoration for a Ball Room

Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Arts (now part of (by Nicola D'Ascenzo, 1898}
Philadelphia's University of the Arts) and the New York School of f’\’;‘gfi‘;ﬁr’:ir::’béor‘;gp&zﬁ399)
Design - although he did return to ltaly briefly to study at the Scuola =

Libera in Rome. D'Ascenzo's family had been armor makers in ltaly,

and he was talented in a wide range of artistic endeavers, including easel painting (in fact he had
numercus exhibitions of his paintings during his lifetime)} as well as those pursuits which we
associate with the studio: stained glass, mosaics, and mural painting. in an interview published in
1936 in the magazine Pennsylvania Arts and Sciences, D'Ascenzo boasted that he was earning a
fair livelihood before the age of 21 as an interior decorator; the decarations in the chance! of the
church of the Philadelphia Graphic Sketch Club (now the Fleisher Art Memorial at 7th and Catharine
sts. in Philadeiphia) were executed by him when he was 17 years old. In 1896 D'Ascenzo opened

his studio in Ludlow Street in Philadelphia, and by the 1920s he had moved the studio to 1604
Summer Street in Philadelphia.

T BIOGRAPRY
D'Ascenzo Studios (fl. ca. 1896 - 1954) N

STAINED GLASS STUDIO

Feold e Mo Siwin e

Biography from the American Architects and Buildings
database

In 1886 Nicola D'Ascenzo opened his studio on Ludlow Street in
Philadelphia, and by the 1920s he had moved the much enlarged
studio to 1604 Summer Street in Philadelphia.

During the early days before the Studio achieved its great successes,
D'Ascenzo himself made the first rough sketcn for the design, but later
the work was a collaborafive effort likened by D'Ascenzo to "an
orchestra composed of a group of artists but directed by an individual.

[Unitarian Church)]
Evening Public Ledger clipping re:
chancel mosaic

ftis in the ancient guild spirit where men worked for the love of the (9/3011930) )
thing they created." It is not surprising that we find an echo here in SHASCANED SHaTAThies,)

s . § @ : enaeum of Philadelphia.
D’Ascenza's words of John Ruskin and the belief that the medieval Local ID # 29-P-246-006
worker differed from Ruskin's contemporaries in that he found joy in > View more images [50 total]

his labor.

The work of the studio extended across the country and abroad and clearly departed from the
traditional mainstay of ecclesiastical glass. The success of the D'Ascenzo Studios can be
measured, therefore, not only in the more visible projects such as the Ages of Man window installed
in the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, or the complete installation of windows for
the Washington Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge, PA, or the windows designed for the now defunct
Horn & Hardart Autornats in New York and Philadelphia, but alse in lesser known residential
projects stretching from the East Coast to New Mexico.

In addition to Nicola D'Ascenzo's own hand in the studio designs, the work of at least two other

artists has been identified. Both Edwin J. Sharkey (1879-1951) and David Bramnick (1892-1959)
contributed to the success of the DAscenzo Studios.

Writfen by Sandra L. Tatman.
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ISTORICAL SKETCHES.

| from Father Barry the oid St. Cecilia’s frame church
1 ii%esidence and the school,
of, however, was not to be kept long in use for this
tured 2 plan which was to allow all of the original
as a school,  He began work on the basement of 3
o the residence and fronting on Allegheny Avenue,
of the most spacious and handsome in the city. The
solidly laid and the ‘basement walls erected, he had
on September 21, 1890,  Archbishop Ryan officiated
wtt preached, There was an enormous concourse
the work pushed that the basement was dedicated
Archbishop Ryan, Father McDermott again preach-
alking a congratulatory address.
il chapel superseded and zn opportunity given for
ents.  Not only was the chapel turned into school-
* was added to the building, the change costing
wis thus supplied with a school that has accommo-
ildren, The old frame chapel, too, received a new
arish hall.
t done building, however. Inthe spring of 1893 he
structure of the church and had (he masonry nearly
ws accident, that might, however, have been much
day night, Octeber 13, 1893, a fierce hurdicane hlew
de wall dewn upon and crushed in the roof of the
of everything but the sanctuary, Though it was
¢ o'clock, yet, fortanately, there was no one in the
t have been sacrificed.  The following Sunday and
congregation hzd to worship in the frame chapel.
as quickly as circumstances would permit, and the
er than they had been. Then the work was con.
rof 18¢;s that on the outside of the building was com-
mts an exceptionally fine appearance, and will be
'r worthy of so Jarge and elegant a temple,
i parishioners celebrated, on June 18, 1895, the sil-
m in & way which shows unmistakakly how he and
other, They presented to him a testimonial check
1 a memorial altar erected in the new church,

ST LEO'S, TACONY. Hi

St. LEO's, Tacony, 1884.

RIOR to 1834 this parish belonged geographically to St. Dominic’s

P parish, Holmesburg, but many of the Catholics residing in Tacony

worshiped in the chapel of St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, situated in

the village. In May of the year pamed St. Leo’s parish was formed,

and Rev. Joseph A. Strahan, assistant at the Visitation Church, was ap-

pointed as its first pastor by the then Administrator of the Diocese, Very Rev.
M. A, Walsh, LL.D.

For a time Rev. Father Stralan offered up the Holy Sacrifice in = hall
on the State Road, and rented a dwelling on the same thoroughfare as his
residence. A site for a church at Unruh and Keystone Streets, on the
other side of the Pennsylvania Railroad, was presented by the Disston family,
and the pastor svon afierwards bought lots adjoining this. By the willing
and energetic aid of the parishioners the excavations were soon made pre-
paratory to laying the foundations of the new church, the corer-stone of which
was biessed and laid en.October g, 1834, by Archbishop Ryan, Rev, Thomas
J- Barry, rector of the Visitation Church, preached. The basement was cov-
ered over before the winter set in. Work was then continued on the interior
and the basement chapel was dedicated.

The building of the pastoral residence was begun in September, 1883,
and the house was cccupied the following spring. The property remained
thus until early in 1892, when Father Strahan began work on the superstruc-
ture; but he did not remair to finish it, as in September of this year he was
transferred to the more important parish of the Immaculate Conception, Jen-
kintown, left vacant by the death of Rev. Thomas W. Power. He was sue-
ceeded by Rev. Michael C. Donovan, previously of Coatesville, who resumed
the work which had been suspended and pushed it energetically until the walls
were up and under roof.

Yet it has been left Lo another to complete the work, for Father Donovan
was, near the ‘“lose of November, 1894, promoted to the irremovable rector-
ship of St, PA81’s.  His successor is Rev, Hubert P, McPhilemy, whohad been
assistant at the Visitation since his erdination. With a small and poor con-
gregation he is working hard to furnish the parish with a temple that will bea
very prelty oné when completed. [tis of the Cothic style, with an open bell
tower, and is 60 feet wide by 140 feet long. Three adjoining doorways at
the front give entrance to the church, and the basement is reached by covered
entrances on either side.  The walls are of Stockton stone, trimmed with Tn-
diana limestone.  The ciurch will seat over & thousand persons. )
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important object. e has been much edified by tie numerous and

splendid evidences of Philadelphia chasity, which he has witnessed,

and he has been encouraged by the Right Rev. Dr. Kenrick to

promote cffectually the good work he has commenced, He appeals

then with conlidence to your liberality and feels himself embold-

cned when he pleads the vause of those little ones, toward whom

Jesus Christ manifested such a tenderness and affection, It is not

necessary for him to dwell longer on a subject whicli must address

itself to the feelings of all, or to suggest Lthe powerful motives

supplied by veligion, The Catholics of Philadelphia surely will not

fail 1o profit by the opportunity of assisting the destitute orphan

and thus become the happy instruments of God's bounty toward

their fellow creatures,”

. Guth, Pastor of Foly Trinily,

Philadelphia, November 11, 1834.

P. S, — After the above had been writien, so many were the
applications for admission into the asylum that three distressing

cases were judged to demand immediate assistance,  The number

of orphan hoys has heen increased to cighieen and another larger

house has been rented in Spruce Street, opposite to Trinity Church,

where we now are.  Besides the ordinary subseription of twenty-

five cents a month, any article of furniture or hoys' clothing will

he thankfully received. Conteibations will be received by the snb-

seriber and by the other Catholic Pastors of the City.”

The new home reccived the name of “St. Vincent’s Male
Orphan Asylum”, ancd in 1836 numbered thirty-one occupants, Due
to his departure from Philadelphia in August of the same year, Father
Guth proposed to the managers of St. Joseph's to restrict their
orphanage to girls only, but to unite St. Jolhn's and St. Vincent’s and
to admit boys exclusively into St. Jobn's, His proposal was accepted
and thus the first St. Vincent's Home ceased to exist.

A GERMAN CATHOLIC ORPHAN ASYLUM

In the beginning, the care of the orphans was carried on By the
united efforts of the Catholic parishes in Philadelphia. Regarding
the care of hoys, Holy Trinity, the dnly German Parish of the city,
did pioneer worl.

An unexpected influx of German immigrants in the middle of
the last century brought about a change in these conditions. We
read that 57,500 Germans arrived in 1846 their number increased to
215,009 in 1854, ‘l'hese immigrants were as a rule of the poorer
classes with little more than the rudiments of an education. As was
to be expected, their worle for daily bread left them little opportunity
of learning the Iinglish language. For this reason they desired to
be able to converse with those ta whom they entrusted their children.
They also wished that the latter would learn or retain the mother-
tougue, This explains sufficiently the acceptance of the plan for a
Catholic German Orphan Asylum, One must not however, consider
these as the sole factors,

During the years preceding 1845, there had been only a few
Catholics among the German immigrants. One church, Holy Trinity,
founded in 178y, sufficed to pfowide for thé spiritual needs of the
German Catholics. The second one, St, Peter’s at Fifth Street and
Girard Avenue, was founded in 1842, fifty-three years later, This
chureh was to care for the Germans of the “Northern Liberties”. The
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years following 1845 saw a rapid increase in the number of German
Catholics. 1n the extreme Northwestern part of the city, Manayunk,
St. Mary's ol the Assumption was founded in 1899. This was fol-
lowed in 1853 by St. Alphonsus' in South Philadelphia. Due to a
scarcity of priests, the North-Philadelphia German Catholics could
not be provided with a priest who spoke their language.

St. Peter’s was given in charge of the Redemptorists. The
cfforts of these pioneers in behalf of the German Catholics cannot be
estimated too highly. In all the larger cities where these Fathers
had parishes, they strove to make them complete. Besides church
and school, they also erected their own orphanage and hospitals, to-
gether with a parish cemetery, Almost every arphan asylum for
German speaking Catholics between 1840 — 1860 was the result of
their zeal,

They built St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylum in New York in 1851,
the German Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum in Buffalo in 1852 St.
Anthony’s in Baltimore in 1852 and St. Joseph’s in Rochester in 1861.
This explains the similarity in the organization and regulation of
these Homes. An additional reason is the fact that the School Sisters
of Notre Dame from Munich had charge of these asylums. The first
Superior General of America, the saintly and energetic Mother
Caroline Friess, deserves special mention, She held the Redemp-
torists in the highest esteem and supported them to the full extent
of her ability.

Among the Redemptorists themselves, the Rt. Rev, John
Neumann, the fourth Bishop of Philadelphia, is outstanding for his
efforts in promoting Orphan Asylums for German speaking Catholics.
The following letter, written as early as October 1841 to the Leopol-
dine Mission Society in Vienna, testifies to this zcal:

“Very often poor German parents give their small children

to Americans who secept them gladly in order to bring them up as

Protestants. This happens most frequently with newcomers. The

same situation developed in times past with the Freach and Trish

families, but the Bishops, recognizing the danger, estublished

orphanages, under the care of the Sisters of Charity, These Sis-

ters alrcady number two hundred, and have seventeen Qrphana-

ges, Since these Orphanages were established by French amd

Irish Bishops, children of these nationalitics et the preference.

There should be several orphanages for the German .children in

order to save them, but the help for this werk must come from

Germany”,

Another reason not to be ignored was that St. Joho's could
accommodate no more orphans, because the German Immigration
had been exceeded by the Irish, of whom 221,253 came in the year
1831.

As a summary, we may say the great number of German
Immigrants with their ignorance of the Eaglish language and their
desire to cultivate the mother tongue even in the new country; the
duty of the Bishop to provide for the little ones of his flock; the in-
fluence of the Redemptorists and the overcrowding of St. John’s, were
the main reasons that Jed to the erection of a Catholic Orphanage for
Germans in the Diocese of Philadelphia,
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however, did not remain long, being
transferred during the same year and
succeeded by Rev. John Tanzer. In
July, 1861, Rev. J. Tanzer was trans-
ferred, Rev. Matthew J. Mecurer sue-
ceeding him.

Having labored seven years as chap-
lain, Rev. Meurer was transferred in
1868, and Rev. B. A. Baumeister made
his successor.

Rev. Baumeister remained until 186g,
in which year he was succeeded by Rev,
H. A. Deppmann. - In the year 1872
Rev. Deppmann was transferred to
Pottsville and Rev. R, [ Nuenzer was

mace his successor. Shortly after his
appointment the latter, on- account of

longed rest. During this time the Rev-
erend Tathers of St. Peter's, Philadel-
phia, took charge of the spiritual wel-
fare of the Asylum. After the death of
Rev, [father Kuenzer, Rev. H. Dieterich
hecame chaplain. The iatter was trans-
ferred November 14, 1874, and Rev.
John IF, Techtel made his successor.

Octaber 26, 1879, Rev . Father I"cchtel
announced that he felt in counscience
bound cither to give up his place as
chaplain or to apply to the Rev. Arch-
hishop Wood fer an assistant, as it was
impossible for him to do justice to his
duties as pastor of All Saints’ Church,
in Dridesburg, and as chaplain of the
Asytum, Therefore, through the Presi-
dent, Rev. M. Hohlaus, C. 55. R., the
Toard submitted a petition to the Most
i Reveread Archhishop requesting him {o
give the Asylum a resident chaplain,
who at the same time could take the
pastoral charge of the German Catholics
in Tacoiy. 1he Mosi Reverend Arch-
Dishop graated their petition, and Rev.
I, Gerbard lireude was appointed first
! rector of St. Vincent's Patish and self-
dependent chaplain of the Asylum.
August zo, 1883, Rev. Father IPreude
made a trip to ILurope. During his ab-
gence Rev. Charles Scheld took his
place. April 6, 1884, Rev, l'reude re-
turned, and Rev. Scheld was transferred
to St. Paul's Church, in Reading. June
3, 1884, Rev. Father Freude, on account
of poor health, was compeiled to make
another trip to [urope, but returned
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In the southern part of the cil
crection of St Alphonsus’ C
Tourth and Reed Streets, was i
gress; and in Manayunk the org
tion of a German Catholic paris
scarcely begun, The number of 1
ioners of both Holy Trinity
Peter’s was, as yet, very small,
parishes, however, had very =
priests, untiring in their labor {
salvation of souls entrusted to
care. The founders of St. Vi
Orphanage were Rev. Ifathers
Maria Carbon, Pastor of Holy
Church, and Lawrence IHolzer, !
1., of St. 'eter’s Church. By per
ing efforts and trust in Ged, they
came apparently invincible obstac
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476 CATHOLICITY IN PHILADELPHIA  App.

built a handsome pastoral residence on Tiog# Street, and on 22
July, 1907, began the erection of the church, the comer-stone of
which was blessed 3 November, 1907.

St, Teo's In May, 1884, the Rev. Joseph A. Strahan, assist-
Churcs, ant at the Church of the Visitation, was appointed
Tacony, 1884 Dby the Administrator of the Diocese, the Very Rev.

M. A. Walsh, LL. D., to organize into a parish
the Catholies residing in Tacony, who, while belonging to the parish
of Holmesburg, worshipped in the Chapel of St. Vincent's Orphan
Asylum, Tacony. The opening of the industrial plants had brought
a sufficiently numerous Catholic population to warrant the organiz-
ing of this new parish. Father Strahan at first said Mass in a hall
on State Road, and resided in a rented dwelling on the same thor-
oughfare. The Disstor family, large employers of the neighbor-
hood, presented a site for a church at Unruh and Keystone Streets,
and Father Strahan by purchasing adjoining lots secured ground
sufficient for the purposes, and began the work of building. The
corner-stone was blessed on 5 October, 1884, by Archbishop Ryan,
Early in the spring the work on the basement was completed. In
the following September Father Strahan built the pastoral resi-
dence. In the year 1892 he renewed work on the church, but in
September was transferred to the Immaculate Conception, Jenkin-
town, and the Rev. Michael C. Donovan, who had been pastor at
Coatesville, was appointed rector, and continued the work. When
the walls were up and under roof, Father Denovan was promoted
to the irremovable rectorship of St. Paul’s, in November, 1894, and
his successor, the Rev. Hubert P. McPhilomy, who had been as-
sistant at the Visitation, at once devoted all his energy to the com-
pletion of the church, which was dedicated, Sunday, 24 November,
1895, by Archbishop Ryan. On 22 September, 1898, Father Mec-
Philomy was promoted to the irremovable rectorship of St. John's,
and the Rev. John J. Rogers, the present rector, who had been
one of the assistants at the Cathedral, was appointed rector of St.
Leo’s. He began the erection of a school, the corner-stone of which

was blessed on 24 June, 1906, by the Right Rev. Mgr. Loughlin,
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D. D. The handsome building was opened on 8 September, 1908.
The Sisters of St. Joseph are in charge of the school and reside in
the convent remodeled from the former rectory. The inmates of

the House of Correction at Holmesburg are attended by the rector
and his assistant, the Rey. Hugh Trimble.

The After having been in charge of this pansh for two
Rativity and a half years, the Redemptorists turned over
. U, /M. the property to the Archbishop, as the exigencies

necessitated an English-speaking pansh church in
that district, to accommodate the English-speaking Catholics, who
were m the majonty., In January, 1885, the Rev. Francis J.
Quinn, who had been assistant at St. Anne’s, was appointed rector,
and the Rev. George Wolf was appointed as assistant rector,
to attend the Germans of the distnict. The prests took up their
residence In a part of the school-house until the year following,
when they tock possession of the present pastoral residence, and
the entire first floor of the church building became the school,
which was in charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph. This arange-
ment proved inadequate, however, and the old frame-structure
which had been used as a chapel at the beginning of the Visitation
pansh, was re-erected next to the Nativity rectory to serve as a
school. Father Quinn in 1890 began the bullding of the present
church. The comner-stone was blessed 21 September, 1890, by
Archbishop Ryan. The Rev. D. I. McDermott preached the
sermon, On 22 February of the following year, the basement
was dedicated to divine service by the Archbishop, and Father
McDermott again delivered an appropriate sermon. An addi-
tional story was added to the school building, and class-room
accommodations were thus secured for a thousand children, while
the old frame-chapel was used as a parish hall.

The indefatigable zeal of the rector would not allow him
rest untill all the parish buildings were complete, and accordingly
in the spring of 1893, work was begun on the superstructure of
the church. On 13 October, 1893, a fierce hurncane blew down
most of the eastern wall, and crushed in the roof of the basement.
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The world moves with such tremendous speed in these modern days that
the beginnings of things are soon lost sight of in the incredible transformations
wrought by progress. A stranger visiting Tacony today would encounter only
a typical industrial town with prosperity writ large on its portals. The

A glamour of its early history would in no wise bewilder his fancy, for the mys-
; tery of its vanished forests and its spacious stretches of smiling meads has
i long since vanished before the stern conqueror—industry. The broad bosom
' of the lordly Delaware, that had lured the dreamer and maker of songs and
until then unvexed by the touch of giant commerce would appeal to him only
as the dull but convenient maritime highway to the mighty marts of the
world, The voices of the romantic past would scarcely be heard amid the
B brazen hum of throbbing shop, foundry and factory. The gaunt shadows
i A of silent Redmen could raise no terror in his soul, for they have been replaced
X by the colossal shades of world-famed magazines of mechanical art. Even
the memories of the gracious Quaker, Penn, have been buried insensibly
beneath the vaster and more pretentious aims of modern times, everywhere
seen in the thriving aspects of the town. No, the stranger would have passed
on, little suspecting the wealth of interest and charm that invested the very

ground on which he stood. ,

Taconik, an old Indian name for woods, was, uatil the fairly recent past -
what its name implies. There were, it is true, settlements along the Delaware
from Chester to the region now called Tacony in the days of Henry Hudson
(1609), which settlements were utilized by the Dutch and the Swedes for the
purpose of trading. It still retained its pristine wildness and beauty in the
era of Penn, who, however, raised it to a distinctive position in his newly-
found colony. A visit paid to its shores so impressed him with the possibilities
of the site that he made 1t the headquarters of Thomas Fairman, his assistant
surveyor of the first plan of the city. It was the latter, who, in publishing
his first report, designated this tree-covered territory on the map as Taconik.

But it was many and many a year after this incident that development
began to assert itself as a condition of the town. At first, Tacony grew slowly,
peaceful farms occupying its splendid limits for the most. Tacony Place, later
renamed Lardner's Point after its founder, Lynford Lardner, brother-in-law
of Richard Penn, was the first settlement made. In time another section,
called Camp Cove, was built up. below what is now Unruh Street, and State
Road on the space which, until its destruction by fire a few years ago,
accommodated the Tacony Iren Company’s great works, and it may be inter-
‘esting to note in passing that the colossal statue of William Penn which now
surmounts the tower of City Hall and which some inappreciative orator has
termed “a monstrosity in bronze,” was cast in these Tacony Iron Works
about 1890; and thus the effigy of the great Founder who from the first
days of his arrival in Philadelphia looked with favor upon Tacony, is now
raised aloft with gaze fixedly and henignantly directed off to the north

Fs upon the spot of his predilection.
Stretching off from these objectives in the direction of old Bristol pike,
which even in the days of Penn came to he the great highway of travel to
_New York, was a considerable expanse of rolling land embracing the présent
“Glenlock Avenue from Unruh on to Cottman—a veritable glory of towering
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trees—known in those days as Tacony Hill. As the population increased,
this woodland was razed to the ground and converted into fertile farm land.

Changes began gradually to creep over the face of this country, business
began to insinuate itself into the heart of things, places began to take on
definite limits; land began to have specific owners. By the middle of the
nineteenth century the Tacony Land Association was a well-established and
responsible firm. This company it was that undertook to portion out in lots
the land along the line of the present Disston Street from the Delaware to
State Road and stretching through the meadows as far as Torresdale Avenue.
This afforded a new impetus to building, and not a few there were who
availed themselves of the opportunity to settle along this line and in other sec-
tions, Among these was Wm. H. Gatzmer, who, filled with the spirit of pro-
gress, erected, in 1846, Gatzmer Place on the very spot where 200 years before
Claus Clausen, a Swede, had dwelt. This historic landmark had passed, by
deed, into Penn's hands, and something of its time-flavored atmosphere clung
round the place when it came into the possession of one of Tacony's fore-
most men,

Mr. Gatzmer was, beyond doubt, an astute and sagacious observer of
existing conditions. In his farsightedness he secured a charter for the Phila-
delphia and Trenton Railroad to run from Morrisville to Third and Willow
Streets, Philadelphia. For a score of years Tacony enjoyed a peculiar promi-
nence due to the persistent recognition of it as a southern terminus of this
road by travelers from New York and New England., From this point the
Philadelphia trip was usually completed by water. Even during the Civil
War, soldiers, using the Pennsylvania Railroad earoute to Washington, for-
sock rail at Tacony and embarked for Walnut Street wharf.

Needless to say this increasing importance had much to do with the
consequent enlargement of the city, Into this relatively busy section, just
above Gatzmer Place, came the German Catholic Society in 1856, buying up
several farms, on which they erected St. Vincent’s Orphan Asylum. Here
in old Tacony there were not a few buildings and a rather neat populace,
made up entirely of emigrants from Ireland and Germany with very clear]
drawn national alignments, the former settling along the line of Stat_é‘Raiaz,_

the latter clinging to the river bank and all engaged in the main gn farms or
river or railroad. But as yet there was no sign of factories.

The transition that comes with the introduction of such and which
like the spreading out of the Fairies’ Pavilion in the Arabian Nights, brings,
in its train, dazzling prosperity and magic growth of cities was owing to the
energies of a man named Henry Disston. Imperative need for room for
his sawmills it was that compelled him, in 1872, to purchase 390 acres in
Tacony. With the transfer of his business from Front and Laurel Streets,
he opened up a great center of industrial activity and through his agency
streets were laid and parks mapped out, and within the radius of this Mecca
of trade residences were constructed and stores made their welcome appear-
ance. Other industries, encouraged and attracted by the amazing success of
the famous Disston works, gravitated to Tacony. Endless possibilities for
employment presented themselves with the successive appearances of the
Erben Harding Worsted Mills in 1891, Lamp Black Company, 1893 ; Philadel-
phia Forge Company, 1899, and Gillinder’s large glass works in 1902, Over
night the population doubled, and Tacony became a haven for hardy, horny-
handed men seeking an honorable nieans of subsistence. /’

Among the many who found a livelihood in this center was /& large




percentage of Catholics. Since their first conspicuous entry into the history

of Tacony, 1856, they had worshipped at the Chapel of St. Vincent’s Asylum,
though, strictly speaking, they were considered part of St. Dominic’s,
Holmesburg. But the great distance of the church and other paramount
drawbacks, such as lack of accommaodations in St. Dominic’s, led to these
hard laboring men following the line of least resistance, which led, in short,
to St. Vincent's. The ever-widening sunshine of good fortune in commercial
and industrial Tacony continued to attract more and more Catholics till in
1884 so numerous were their numbers that St. Dominic’s was obviously
inadequate for their purpose of worship. The Administrator of the Diocese,
Rev. M. A. Walsh, LL. D., considered it sufficiently urgent to appoint Rev.
Joseph A. Strahan to organize into a parish the Catholics residing in Tacony.

Father Strahan, like most pastors, at first lived under embarrassing
circumstances. FHe had to offer the Holy Sacrifice in a hall on State Road
while he made his abode nearby in a rented dwelling. He found the Disston
family, though of another religious persuasion, to be unusually kind, pressing
on him many comforts and aiding in the biggest concern of his mission. Their
generous bequest of land, the present site of the church, relieved much of the
worry and concern that is attached to such a momentous matter. Nor did
their great good will end here. It was manifested on other occasions in the
presentation of a stained glass window and a valuable oil painting which now
grace St. Leo's church. In the immediate past, during the campaign, the
same helpful disposition was displayed in the donation of a substantial check.
Father Strahan thus found heart to continue the work, and this he did by
purchasing some adjoining lots, which proved sufficient ground for his object.
Without more ado, e began building. On the 5th _of October, 1884, the
_cornerstone was blessed by Archbishop Ryan, and in the following spring,
‘as he continued his work with unflagging spirit, the basement stood com-
pleted. The parishioners were wide awake—that was evident from their
co-operation. Yet hand in hand with the erection of the material edifice went
the upbuilding of the spiritual. It was on October 1, 1884, that Father Strahan
married the first couple, Edward O’Conner Acker, U. S. N., and Anna Greble.
Even before this, the parish registers were called into use, for on a balmy after-
noon in May, the 25th to be exact, the first child, Henry Kane, a son of William
Kane and Catharine (Finnegan) Kane, was baptized in the humble little
Ebenezer down on State Road. So smoothly did the machinery of the parish
work, so rapidly did the people adjust themselves to the exigencies of the
station, that the good and devoted rector was able to build a pastoral resi-
dence the following September.

Eight years sped by: and in 1892 the pastor renewed his work on the
church, beginning the upper structure; but in the fall of that year the work
was interrupted by his being transierred to the Immaculate Conception
Church, Jenkintown, The Rev. Michael C. Donovan, present rector of St.
Agatha’s, came to take his place. X priest oi much resolhition and magnificent
accomplishment, he saw the superstructure of the church proper finished dur-
ing his pastorate of two brief years, when in November, 1804, he was promoted
to St. Paul’s as irremovable rector, leaving behind him in the community the
ineffaceable memory of a sterling worker and not more by his labors in 1p-
building the material temple of God than by his labors in upbuilding the
spiritual temple in the souls of the people. The task of finishing and decorat-
ing the interior fell upon the able shoulders of Rev. H. F. McPhilomy, who fiad
been assistant at the Visitation, and Who Tike his predecessor, was a man 07




deed and zeal, and fruitful in his labors. A vear later, November, 1894, the
church of St. Leo’s was dedicated by Archbishop Ryan” R

St. Leo’s was fortunate in its selection of pastors, but, lamentable to
relate, the parish no sooner learned to admire and reverence and love them
than their worthy guides were whirled away. Thus, it was with Father
McPhilomy three years later. They rejoiced at his promotion to the irre-
movable rectorship at St. John’s but they grieved his loss. Another capable
and estimable guide assumed the direction of the parish in September 18098,
Rev. J. J. Rogers, who had been, previous to his ‘appointment to St. Leo’s,
assistant at the Cathedral. He began the erection of the school in 1906, the
corner-stone being blessed on the 24th of June by the Rt. Rev. Mgr. Loughlin,
D. D. Unflagging and unstinted effort he concentrated on this project for the
next two years, winning by his self-sacrifice and strenuous endeavors the
profitable help of friends and benefactors. He was able on the 8th of Sep-
tember, 1908, to open for use a handsome building. The Sisters of 5t
Joseph, who are placed in charge, reside in a convent remodelled from the
former rectory. [His heavy duties told in the long run on Father Rogers,
and in 1912 he was called to his long reward.

Rev. F. P. Brady next administered the parish, a man so charitably
inclined that his name has become almost proverbial. But his Christ-like
service was suddenly curtailed by his death, which caused universal sorrow
through the parish,

The next pastor who came to assume responsibilities was the Rev. P. F.
Fogarty. He was happily fitted for the position, having had wide experience
in church building and organization. His career before 1912 was a varied
and interesting one, crowded with events and rich in fulfilment. He was born
near Pottsville, Pa., and after attending the district schools entered Port Car-
bon Normal School. From here he was graduated before the age of seventeen,
though not before he had received the signal honor of being selected assistant
professor, while still pursuing his course. A short period of teaching preceded
his entrance into the Seminary of St. Charles, Overbrook, in 1879, in prepara-
son for the priesthood. Once more during his philosophical course he was
selected to assist as professor in the preparatory department of history and
English. On March 20, 1836, he was ordained priest and immediately
appointed assistant at St. Flatrick’s Church, Pottsville. .

The following year he was transferred to the Church of the Sacred Heart,
Philadelphia, and the succeeding summer beheld him appointed to a pastoral
charge of St. Ambrose’s Church, Schuylkill Haven, and its missions, including
Port Clinton. Tt was at the latter place he began his significant labor of
church building, Here he erected the splendid edifice of the Sacred Heart
Church, the corner-stone of which had been laid by Archbishop Ryan just
previous to his appointment there, and the pastor and his devoted flock
rejoiced to see the last penny of obligation on the new structure cleared away
in two years. For eleven years he devoted himself to the missions in the
coal regions, doing much constructive work and endearing himself to his
parishioners. It was sorry news for them to learn in October, 1898, that he
was transferred at his own request to the beautiful little Church of St. Mary,
Doylestown.

Three vears of service he rendered in St. Mary’s and again he was
called to valiant service in anotlier field, this time to the charge of the Church
of the Presentation B. V. M.. Cheltenham, with additional jurisdiction of the
newly found mission at Olney, Philadelphia. Here he found the congrega-
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CIHAPEL OF ST, VINCENT'S ORFHAN ASYLUM

CHAPTER 1V,
THE CRADLE OF CATHOLICITY IN TACONY

8t. Vincent’s as a Parish, 1858 — 187g

(\‘“’WHE Tacony Cottage Association had promised its buyers
7 the erection of a church in which they could attend ‘ser-
p vices and hear sermons given in their mother-tongue.
&,& Aj The fulfillment of that promise meant the end of a period

=R of great hardship for the settlers, Until then they were
obliged to fulfill their religious duties at St. Peter’s Church about
nine miles distant, As a rule, they started at three o'clock in the
morning. Only when the weather was bad did they attend services
at St. Dominic’s in Holmesburg, which was but a half hour distant.
We can imagine their Joy on beholding the walls of their new church
rising in 1857. The building was not yet painted, the orphans had »
not yet arrived, when the first Sacrifice of the Mass was offered in
what is now the Board Room. Under these conditions, Father Aeu-
rer celebrated his first Mass at S, Vincent's in 18358,

Until the beginning of St. Leo’s in 1884, St. Vincent’s Chapel
was the only Catholic. Church in Tacony. Until Tgo8 the building
contained the only Catholic school of ony suburb, So, St. Vincent's
may justly be called the Cradle of Catholicity in Tacony.

THE FIRST PASTORS
Rev. John George Gmeiner, 1858 — 1859

The Rev, John George Gmeiner, has the distinetion of being
the first pastor of St. Vinecent's. We find his name for the first
time in the Baptismal Record of December 1858, This date musg
therefore Le considered as the beginning of Parish-life in St. Via-
cent’s.

Father Gmeiner was born in Oberbildstein (near Brixen, Aus-
tria), on January 1, 1709. According to the notes in his diary, he
must have heen one of the best students of his class. Even when
advanced in years he could still write and speak Latin fluenily, He
was ordained on August 1, 1830, by the famous Bishop Galura, of
Brixen. In 1837 he was appointed pastor of the large parish of Sil-
berthal. where he labored for thirteen vears, In opposition to “Jo-
sephinism”, Father Gmeiner macle special efforts to revive Catholic
Liturgy. He persuaded his flock to a regular attendance of Mass
on Sundays and Holydays: he bought the most heautiful vestments,
and gave each of his families “Goffine’s Handpostile”. a weli known
exposition of the Sunday Epistles and Gospels.

In his fiftieth year he came to America. and on Tune 21, 1853
was appointed resident pastor of St. Francis Church in Trenton, N.
J.. replacing the Redemptorist Fathers of St Peter’s. Philadelphia,
who until then had cared for the spiritual. needs of the Cerman
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Born: 2/28/1859, Died: 10/29/1940

Frank R. Watson was one of the most

VURRRAR impartant of the several architects
specializing in church design in
SEARCH Philadelphia during the late nineteenth and
en ) BTG early twentieth centuries. He was born in

the Frankford section of Philadelphia, the
son of Samuel and Anna B. Watson. After
graduating from Central High School in
1877, Watsan entered the office of Edwin
F. Durang, an eminent architect
concentrating on Catholic church projects
during the last quarter of the nineteenth

[Group Photo of James Windrim Office]

century. Watson spent five years with Frank Watson
bk (c. 1895)
" Durang before establishing his own Athenacum of Philadelphia.
independent firm in 1882/3. While not Laseli0 . Evhan

» View more images [2 fotafi

limiting his practice to Catholic projects,
¢ - Watson still became well known for his church designs. So successful was he that he
Feail sy Histoma and opened a branch office in Atlantic City, NJ in 1898. In 1901/02, when Samuel Huckel
SRR returned to Philadelphia, a partnership between the two was established under the
name Watson & Huckel. Huckel's experience with Benjamin D. Price, another architect
known for his church designs, as well as his experience with Edward Hazelhurst in the
firm of Hazelhurst & Huckel stood the new partnership in good stead; and the office
prospered until Huckel's death in 1917. Watson then continued practicing
independently until 1922, when he was joined by the younger architects, George E.
Edkins, and William Heyl Thompson. At the outset this firm was one of association, but
soon the name became Watson, Edkins & Thompson. When Edkins moved to Oaklyn,
NJ in 1936, Watson & Thompson confinued in practice until Watson's death in 1940.

Watson joined the American Institute of Architects (AlIA) in 1801, served as president
of the Philadelphia Chapter in 1927, and was made a Fellow in 1930. He also held
memberships in the Historical Society of Frankford, the Medieval Academy of America,
the Philadelphia Museum of Art, and the Union League. He was given an honorary
doctor of Fine Arts degree from Muhlenberg College. He also served as a delegate to
the Pan American Congress of Architects meetings in South America in 1923 and
1927 and as technical advisor to the Philadelphia Housing Association from 1928 to
1932. In 1929 he was made an honorary member in the Mexican Society of Architects.
When the Architects Building Corporation was established to oversee the design and
construction of that dedicated highrise, Watson was elected president of the
corporation.

Written by Sandra L. Tatman.
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Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP)
Pennsylvania Society of Architects
American Institute of Architects (AlA)
Philadelphia Chapter, AlA
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St. Patrick's Ch., parochial res., Phila. .

Phila. Bd. of Public Ed., Curtin Schl., sw 20th & Catharine sts.,
Phila.

Phila. B4. of Public Ed., Douglas Schl., sw Huntingdon &
Browne sts., Phila.

Phila. Bd. of Public E&., Northeast Schl., nw Crown & Race sts.,
Phila.

Our Mother of Sorrows Ch., ch. & schl. bldgs., 4800-4814 Lancaster
Ave. Il Phila-

St. Johannais Lutheran Ch., ch., 15th & Ogden sts., Phila.

Arch St. Opera Hse., 1003-1005 Arch st., Phila. ;}
St. James the Greater Ch., rectory & echl., 3Bth & Chestnut sts., &
Phila.

St. Mary's Ch., Wilkes-Barre, PA ;

Phila. B4. of Public Ed., Paxson Schl., Buttonwood S8t., e. of ¥
6th St., Phila. §

St. Andrew's Ch., 135 S. Sycamore St., Newtown, PA d

Pittson Opera Hse., Pittson, PA (attributed) i g

St. Stephen's Luth. Ch., sw corner of So. Duke & Church sts., k|
Lancaster, PA (attributed) i

Sacred Heart Ch., 1406-1418 S. 3rd St., Phila.

St. Charles Borromeo Ch., 20th & Christian sts., Phila.

8t. Agnes Hesp., 1900 S. Broad St., Phila. (with Frank Watson)

Grace Bapt. Ch., Mervine & Berks sts., Phila. (completion only)

Gur Lady of the Angels, Glen Riddle, PA

§t. Joseph Ch., St. Joseph St., Lancaster, PA

St. Patrick's Schl., 242 S§. 20th St., Phila.

8t. Francis Ch., alts. & adds., Wanticoke, PA

Cottages {2), U.S. Ave., Atlantic City, NJ

Eagle HBotel, alts. & adds., Lebanon, PA

Keygtone State Normal Schl., new bldg., Kutztown, PA

Little Sisters of the Poor, bldgs., Fullerton & Sheffield aves.,
Chicago, IL

Phila, Bd. of Publie Ed., Cahill Schl., Broad & Race sts., Phila.

Reading Academy of Music, 5th St., Reading, PA

Schuylkill Seminary, Fredericksburg Academy, Lebancon Co., PA

8t. John's Orphan Asylum, alts. & adds., West Phila.

5t. Joseph's Ch., Ashland, PA

St. Joseph's Protectorate, alts. & adds., Norristown, PA

Bt. Monica's Ch., Atlantic & California aves., Atlantic City, NJ

St. Peter's Ch. Mission, Reading, FA

Store, Locust abv. 2nd St., Columbia, PA

Beneficial Saving Fund Soc., 1202 Chestnui: St., Phila.

Carpenter, C., res., Merion, Pa

Jesuit College, 17th, 18th, Thompson & Stiles sts., Phila.
{demolished)

Littlehsisters of the Poor, alts. & adds., Wingohocking Sta., Gtn.,
Phila.

Our Lady of Visitation Ch., schl., south side of Lehigh Ave., bet.
Front, 2nd 5t., Phila.

Res., n. of 58th St., east of Hoffman St., Phila.

Schl., Chestnut Hill Ave,, bet. Perkiomen Tpke. & Norwood St., Phila.

St. Bridget's Ch., schl., Falls of the Schuykill, Phila.,

St. James Ch., 3728 Chesntut St., Phila.

St. Vincent de Paul Ch., pastoral res., Price St., n. of BEvans St.,
Phila.

Cheatwood Hotel, Atlantic City, NJ

Factory (picture frame), alts., 6th & Arch St., Phila.

Hse, of the Good Shepherd, alts. & adds., 50th & Pine sts., Phila.

Merchants Insgrance Co., alts. & adds., sw corner of 5th & Walnut
sts., Phila,

Phila. Art Club competition (lost to F.M. Day)
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establishing his own firm in 1882/3. Not limiting his practice to
Catholic projects, Watson still became well known for his church designs.
So successful was he that he opened a branch office in Atlantic City, NJ,
in 1898. 1In 1901/02, when Samuel Huckel (g.v.) returned to Philadelphia,
a partnership between the two was established under the name Watson &
Huckel. Huckel's experience with Benjamin D. Price (g.v.), another
architect known for his church designs, as well as his experience with
Edward Hazelhurst (g.v.) in the firm of Hazelhurst & Huckel, stood the new
partnership in good stead. The firm prospered until Huckel's death in
1917. Watson.then continued practicing independently until 1922, when he
was joined by the younger architects, George E. Edkins (g.v.), and William
Heyl Thompson (g.v.). At the outset this firm was one of association, but
soon the name became Watson, Edkins & Thompson. When Edkins moved to
Oaklyn, NJ, in 1936, Watson & Thompson continued in practice until
Watson's death in 1940.

Watson joined the AIA in 1901 and also held memberships in the
Historical Society of Frankford, the Medieval Academy of America, the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, and the Union League. He was awarded an
Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts degree by Muhlenberg College. He also served
as delegate to the Pan American Congress of Architects meeting in South
America in 1923 and 1927 and as technical advisor to the Philadelphia
Housing Association from 1929 to 1932,

LIST OF PROJECTS:
1885 Wetherill, Edward, Frankford Jct., Phila.
1886 Brownfield & Co., warehse., Catharine & Swanson sts., Phila.
Haffelfinger, S.L., res., Mt, Airy, Phila.
Slonaker res., Devon, PA
Temple Bapt. Ch., 22nd & Tioga sts., Phila.
1887 Graver, John 8., cottage, Abington, PA
Harris, J.W., alts. & adds., Lansdowne, PA
Hart, J.H., res., Clifton Hts., PA
M.E. Ch., chapel & parsonage, Washington, DC
Nat'l. Seurity Bank, 7th St. & Girard Ave., Phila.
Nicetown Bapt. Ch., Phila.
Pilling & Madelsy, dyehse. & stockrm., Trenton Ave. & Huntingdon St.,
Phila.
St. James' Luth. Ch., alts. & adds. to schl., 3rd St. & Columbia
Ave., Phila.
5t. Sauveur Ch., 22nd & Delancey Pl., Phila.
Sternberger, L., store, 406 N. 5th St., Phila.
Vansandt, John,; res., Lansdowne, PA
1888 Covenant Ch., 27th 8t. & Girard Ave., Phila.
Dispatch Bldg., Main & Orthodox sts., Frankford, Phila.
Greenwood, Dan'l., res., Frankford, Phila.
Hermon Ch., parsonage, Frankford, Phila.
Hubbard, A.H., res., se 22nd & Ontario sts., Phila.
Northern Saving Fund, alts. & adds., 6th & Spring Garden sts., Phila.
O'Reilly, Wm., alts. & adds. to store, Richmond St., Bridesburg,
Phila.
Our Lady of the Rosary Ch., 339 N. 63rd St., Phila.
Rice, Geo., res., Woodbury, NJ
Shepherd, Franklin L., alts. & adds. to res., Greene St., s. of Schl.
Hse. Lia., Phila.
S5t. Mark's Ch., reconstr. of int., Frankford, Phila.
St. Steven's Ch., convent & schl., Broad & Butler st&., Phila.
Stevens Mem. Ch., 9th St. & Lehigh Ave., Phila.
Susquehanna Ave. Presbyt. Ch., Marshall St. & Susquehanna Ave,,
Phila.
Trinity Luth. Ch., alts. & adds. to chancel, Lancaster, PA
Walsh, Phil. J., alts. & adds., 32 & 34 S. 2nd St., Phila.
Waterhouse, M.A., store & res., Main & Sellers sts., Phila.
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Webster, Geo. S., res., Frankford, Phila.

Webster, John, stores (3), Frankford Ave. & Orthodox St., Phila.

Annunciation Ch., chapel, 10th & Dickinson sts., Phila.

Convent, alts. & adds., 48th St. & Lancaster Ave., Phila.

Edward res,, alts. & adds., Penlynne Sta., PA

Goddard, Claude, res., Morton, PA

Miller, Chas., 2 stores & residences, Main & Oxford sts., hila.

Noble, Jas., store & res., Frankford, Phila.

Our Mother of Sorrows Ch., alts. & adds. to convent, 4800-14
Lancaster Ave., Phila.

Patterson, residences (2), 3630-32 Chestnut St., Phila.

Paul St. M.E. Ch., Frankford, Phila.

Spring Garden Market Co., market & stable, 1lth & Spring Garden sts.,
Phila.

Thorpe, Thos., residences (2), Penn & Harrison sts., Frankford,
Phila.

Wolf, Dan'l., res., Swarthmore, PA

1890 _Bolin, J.A., res., Tacony, Phila.
/’//;7Butterworth, Jos., res., Chester, PA

Tacony
houses

Campbell, J.A.G., res., Chester, PA

L'Emmanuelo Italian Mission Ch., 1020-24 Christian St., Phila. (now
Christian St. Bapt. Ch.)
Erickson res., Holmes, PA

Freis, Fred. T., store & office, Orthodox St. & Frankford Ave.,

\lc Phila,
erhard, G.H., residences (3), Tacony, Phila.

1891

1892

Hotel, 7th St. & Gtn. Ave., Phila.
Luth. Ch., 5th & Cumberland sts., Phila.

P.E. City Mission, Home for Consumptives competition, Chestnut Hill,
Phila.

Saul res., Penn St., Frankford, Phila.

6th German Ch. of the Evangelical, ne 5th & Indiana sts., Phila,
St. Joseph's Ch., Girardville, PA

5t. Leo's Ch., Tacony, Phila.

st. Luke's Ch., Frankford, Phila.

Warehse., 2lst & Market sts., Phila.

Centenary M.E. Ch., Camden, NJ

Dewees, John, res., Leiper & Oxford sts., Frankford, Phila.
First Presbyt. Ch., 9-37 W. Chelten Ave., Phila.

Grubb, E. Burd, alts. & adds. to res., Edgewater, NJ

Harmon Presbyt. Ch., alts. & adds., Frankford, Phila.

Herrick, Wm., res., Frankford, Phila,.

Kirschbaum & Co., clothing hse., 726-28 Market St., Phila.
Nat'l. Bank, Atlantic City, NJ

Sidebotham, John, residential operation & foundry, Frankford, Phila.
Snellenburg, N., office, 932-34 Market St., Phila.

Sooy, Richard, alts. & adds. to Brighton Hotel, Atlantic City, NJ
Store, 1132 Chestnut St., Phila.

Ursinus College, Bomberger Mem, Hall, Collegeville, PA

Vare, Edward, res., 4th St. & Snyder Ave., Phila,.

White, John R., residences (13), 20th & Ontario sts., Phila.
¥YMCA, NE branch, Phila.

Allen, Geo. W., store; 1214 Chestnut St,, Phila.

Bowles, Thos., store, sw 8th & Sansom sts., Phila.

Epiphany Ch.,; 1101 Jackson St., Phila.

Hensel, Colladay & Co., Franklin & Vine sts., Phila.

Latourette, Clinton, res., OCak La., Phila.

Our Redeemer Episc. Ch., l6th & Oxford sts., Phila.

St. Anthony of Padua Ch., Fitzwater St. & Grays Ferry Rd., Phila.
Stone, Jas. A., store, 1013 Market St., Phila.

West York St. M.E. Ch. & chapel, sw 1l7th & York sts., Phila.
Wiggins, John R., store, 1013 Market St., Phila,
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t, H.C., res., Devon, PA

Saints Luth. Ch., chapel, Cayuga St. & Gtn. Ave., Phila. tz'éfﬁiﬁf/”

kley, A.F., res., Oak La., Phila.
., alts. & adds., Jenkintown, PA
laney, T.M., stable, Oak La., Phila.

rst A.M.E. Ch., alts. & adds., 15th & Lombard sts., Phila.

res & Co., alts. & adds., 7th & Arch sts., Phila.

.xrot, Harry, res., Oak La., Phila.

>s., Penn & Arrott sts., Phila.

zsurrection Ch., Broad & Tioga sts., Phila.

almon, Chas. A., res. & stable, Ashbourne, PA

idebotham & Horrocks, residences (2), Frankford, Phila.
t. James Orphan Asylum, 4807-61 Westminster Ave., Phila.
rinity Luth. Ch., Chester, PA
Frinity Park M.E. Ch., Tacoma Park, Washington, D.C.

Woll, Adolph, residences (2), ne 33rd & Diamond sts., Phila.

Daily, Edward, res. & stable, 1408-10 S. Broad St., Phila.

Incarnation P.E. ch., parish bldg., Jefferson & Ontario sts., Phila.

M.E. Ch., Pemberton, NJ

Merchantville M.E. Ch., Merchantville, NJ

Neff, Rugan, res., Welsh Rd., e. of Bustleton Pike, Phila.
Roskam, Isaac, factory, Susgquehanna & Gtn. aves., Phila.

Scharf, J., apt. hse., Monroe St., betw. 3rd & 4th sts., Phila.

St., Patrick's Ch., parochial schl., Norristown, PA
St. Stephen's Ch., Broad & Butler sts., Phila.
Store, 50 N. 8th St., Phila.

Walsh, Phil. J., mausoleum, Holy Cross Cemetery, Darby, PA

White, M.B., res., Overbrook Ave., nr. City Line Ave., Phila.

Ziegler Estate, store, 8th St., Phila.
Allen, Geo., alts. & adds. to res., 1618 Green St., Phila.
Berean Bapt. Ch., 40th & Chestnut sts., Phila.

Engle, Howard, res., Asylum Rd4., n. of Orthodox Rd., Frankford,

Phila.
Fleisher, Penrose, alts. & adds., 821-23 Arch St., Phila.
Hamilton & Diessonger, store, 1208 Chestnut St., Phila.

Qur Mother of Sorrows, parochial grammar schl. & parish hse.,

4800-14 Lancaster Ave., Phila.
Res., alts. & adds., 1725 Spring Garden St., Phila.
Residences, alts. & adds., 1317-19 N. Broad St., Phila.

St. Simeon's P.E. Ch., parochial bldg., 9th St. & Lehigh Ave., Phila.

Store, alts. & adds., 8th & Sansom sts., Phila.

Tabernacle Bapt. Ch., 40th & Chestnut sts., Phila.

Walsh, Phil. J., summer home for 17th & Race sts. orphans,
NJ

Yocum, Isaac, res., 3614 Spring Garden St., Phila.

Bowes, Thos., store, 8th & Sansom sts., Phila.

Brady, Father, alts. & adds. to rectory, Media, PA

Catholic Summer Schl. of America, cottage, Lake Champlain,

Epiphany Ch., parochial schl., 12th & Jackson sts., Phila.

Evangelical Luth. Ch., alts. & adds., Pottstown, PA

Hoffman, H.F., alts. & adds., 1317-19 N. Broad St., Phila.

Jenkins, Warner H., stable, St. Davids, PA

Land Title & Trust Co., Norristown, PA

0ld Ladies Home, alts. & adds., Wissinoming, Phila.

Rowland, Benj., stable, Frankford, Phila.

St. Anthony of Padua, parochial schl., 22317-33 Carpenter St., Phila.

St. John's Orphan Asylum, alts. & adds., W. Phila.

Temple Presbyt. Ch., alts. & adds., ne Franklin & Thompson sts.,

Phila.
Transfiguration Luth. Ch., Pottstown, PA
Allen, Geo., stable, 18th & Brandywine sts., Phila.
Ch., Hankow, China

Boo

Sea Isle,
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Victorian chavaeler ol the Irish brand of Catholicism would
persist in the eity right throngh the fivst hall of the twentieth
eentury. !

The social changes between 1870 and 1900 fhus strongly
shaped the urban deportment of the Philadelphia Irigh. The
social problems that plagued them were moderated but still
continued as steady immigration from Treland persisted, Teo-
nomically and politically, the coniractor bosses drew great
numbers of them into the trades and commerce of urban build-
ing activities and the sharp dealing of city machine pelities.
Religiously they shaped a Catholie hureaneraey in a Vielorian
image that eventually attracled und held masses of other im-
migrants through its sehools and inflnence. And they econ-
tinued to agitate Loy and eontribute 1o Irish nafionalist causes.
Int fhese responses the Irish experienced the social and busi-
negs eurrents of the Vietorian period, while retaining their
ideals of religion and romantic nationalism.

TR TRADITION
PIRSTRTY

it e

The twenticth century would eharge the eity with power
even greater than those which had earlier spawned tg in
dustrial mighi. New forts of energy and uew invention
added vastly {0 ifs technical capueity. Ascending downlow
towers looked out over inlensive developmeut that flowed b
yond the old eily boundaries in a sweeping patiern of moL.r'i
politun eousiruction and settlement. The people of s eif
seemed driven by a new cnergy ax well, bul their conrse, lik
the people themselves, was highly varied. Changing residene
jobs, and goals, they moved ever ontward, seprehing e w
ban landseape vestlessly Tor the warmih and slability thi
beeame increasingly diflicult to find in mdast riat soetely. |
their testless seareh they left behind i the juner eily the
cay and wreekage of the first American urban age. Cangl
in that debris were the latest tmmigrants d these working
elass Trish still expericncing gruelling exploitution in 1l
lower levels of the industrial city.

The free-enterprise economy of the nineteenth century ha
left the eity o legaey of bitter problems fhint festormd durir
the years prior to World War [ As carly as 1892 Joseplh |
Murphy, editor of the Catholic Standard and Times, antic
pated the reformers of the Progressive movemertd by exeorii
ing the “sweater’” in industry. Ie complained that any pla
for housing improvement. were ¢uickly branded as *““despera
Anarehistic schemes for driving ihe wenlthy people ont
Philadelphin.”’ T Twenty years later the same problems e
isted, and another social eritic of the same surname, John
Murphy, rose to prominence as o labor Jepder whose coffos
for the redress of working-class grievances went well beyor

1
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froversy involving wunieipal contract worl, “‘Never again
under any eirewmstances will T go after municipal con-
tracts,”” % Bul business sense overcame political jrritation. In
1908 MeNichol was completing the subway excavation lrom
City Hall to South I’hiladelphia, building the million-dollar
Torresdale water-filtrafion plant, laying pipe for sewers and
other publie 1ility projects, handling asphalt and granite-
block paving eontraets, and condueting a hall-million-dollar
sarbage-disposil business through the Penn Reduetion Com-
pany. A total of more than $2.5 million in eontracts was thus
handled by MeNiehol, During his eareer MeNichel also built
the subway tunnel lor the Market Street transit line; the -
posing Ben jamin IMrankdin Parkway, which is still one of the
most, appealing lcatures of thie city; and the elght-mile Roose-
valt Boulevard, which opened up the broad ficlds ot the north-
east seetion of the eity to antomobile traffic and residential de-
velopment.® In ferms of urban construetion, few men in the
last eentury changed Philadelphia’s physieal orientation more
extensively than ¢ Sunny Jim? MeNiehol.

The ““New DLnmigration” of the period from 1880 vnward
brought, to the city an arvay of immigrants different from that
of previous arrivals. The forcign-born population of the city in
1880 wis 204,385 and by 1890 would inercase by 65,000, mostly
beeause ol immigration from southern and eastern Euvope.
The new inmmigrants erowded into the same slums, offen into
the sume buildings, where the Trish had been erammed in the
1840s, and the same outrageous privation greeted them. In
many ways the Trish assumed the role ol “‘manapers’ of the
new imnidgrants, As politiciong, contractors, priests, and
policemen, they dealt with the newcomers al firsthand, using
their knowledge of the city well™ OMen their ministrations
were Tar from benign, “‘Sunny Jim’? MeNicho! was nof re-
membered happily by many of ihe Italian luborers who
worked lor him, nor were the Irish policemen Imown for their
fenderness in their newly won status as keepers of the peace.

Itor the heavily Catholic immigrants from southern and
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eastern Turope, the impressive institutional Catholicism built
by the Trish and Germans in Philadelphia was to have greaf
significance, The Itish elearly dominated thal church strae-
ture. The Lind of veligious and eultural formalation repre-
sented by the Trish-built, churel was peeutiarly Vidorian in
its eharacteristies. 1n Ireland the peopie lind been weaned on
a folk religion that was communal, rural, riehly traditional, and
often superstitions. Perseeution had stripped il of many of the
cultural attributes normally associated with Catholicisia. From
the simplified base of belief and worship brought 1o Ameriea,
the Irish elaborated a Vietorian religious style strongly in-
fluenced by contemporary and class Tactors, Vietorian religion
was generally both strenuous and stoie, in o fight middle-class
image. The [rish developed a militant and vigorous cateehistie
religious style that matehed anything stiff-necked Profestant-
ism could produce. Tn an age that idolized compefition, the
Irish Catholies competed furiously with other denominations.
If Protestantism viewed them as somewhat rowdy, they sef up
for themselves stifting standards of propriety lor ehurch be-
havior. They clevated the rationalist canons of {he period into
a crced and labored mightily to assure the perfectibility of
their souls and institufions.*®

As a religious body long denied state foleranes in Trelamd,
the Irish Catholie churel was quite familiar with the vealities
of the separation of elimreh and state, Tn the Ameriean system
this proved to be a considerable asset, sinee il stinnlated in-
dependent development. and sanctioned ghetio separatisne IF
the resulting ccelesiology was pompots and inward-fooking, 1t
was also broadly eonservative and commitfed fo ils constitn-
eney in the lower orders of socicty. Such aehureh canld be re-
lied upon to minister to the newer Catholie immigrants with
fidelity and firmness, OF the newer immigrants, the Halians
suffered the most from the hard-handed ITrish e¢hureh figures.
But, if the Irish version of Catholieism was not congenial to
the new immigrants enlturally, at least the base was estab-
lished upon which they could mold their own versions. The !
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total o lorviy-three? Tn 1889 the Reverend.J..P: Loughlin
stated that America despemfcly needed to be converted to
Catholicism, For it lacked ““that better food which fills the
sonl.”” Himilar exhortations were common in the Catholic ser-
mons ol the fime, The reaction of Prolestant Philadelplians to
Irish Catholie religious expansion and missionary purpose ean
readily be imagined. The widely known historian Henry C. Liea
saw a clear threat in the Catholie presenee, a threat of Toreign
Italinnate intrigue against Aerican institutions. As minions
Lol the Papaey, ho saw the Irishias:inherently disloynl*? Such
sentiment continued to promote strong: re]igm 18- dissension . in
the city, Aslate as 1807 the Ameriem Protvsi"a,nf Association’s
anti-Catholie drives-found' strong’ supporf in Penngylvania. b
Tn addition to ““racial’’ and rveligious factors, the half-world
and tlie underworld ol Trish misery in the shuns eontinued 1o
he a seandal and a testimony of failure to those who traced
these conditions to sometling inherent. in ihe Trish themselves,
Many of the Trish workers sullered {hrough the severe ceo-
nonyie depression of 1873 and took part in the disorders of the
violent, railroad strike in 1877, For the poor there was eorndinu-
ous distress evenr in vieh Ameriea. Tn 1875 a wriler noted the
HCeltie®” charaeter of those patronizing the soup kitehen of
the Bedlord Strect Seftlement ITouse and said, ““John Bull
grumbles af the money he spends on his poor. . . . We give
withoul grumbling, 7 14
Between 1876 and 16895 the movement of the Irish onto the
police Force was very slow. In this period, the number of Trish
vl the foree was less than T pereent of the total and inereased
only 1 pereent in o decade. By 1876 the only notable concentra-
tion ol Irish officers was in the Fourteenth Distriet in the
Sehuylkill avea in South Philadelphia.?f

Poverly and drunkenness were familar elements in the eyele
of degradation besetiing the immigrant Trish, There were
worse Tailings in the Vietorian period, none more dreadful than
the ““life of shane’” of the fallen woman. A reformer esti-
mated that in the 1890s there were 1,500 houses of prostitu-

G e T
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tion, cmploying aver 7,000 girls, in the ¢ity. * Childven ol 1rish
or German or Hnglish parents many ol thom ave. Girks of
generous tenperament or too trustful dispositions have heen
betrayed by employer or riend, and have found ao door open
to them but that of the house of shame™ Tle staled thal most
of the girls came from the lower class and worked ns domes-
ties, wmong wham Trish givls were legion al the time, 'l hus, the
“])10])(,1' Philudelphians '™ eoutd find mueh that was seandaliz-

o about the Trish, and the religions and soeial ideas of the
tlme did not afford redeening explanations Tor Ihe wmltiple
afflictions horne by the Trish.

IF the mistortanes of the Trish gave ample eause for deroga-
tory eoneepts of 1hew as a group lo arise, their aceinl deeds a
Tawbreakers and eriminals added to the pieture of the Trish as
a fallen race. In one month in 1872, the Kvewing Bullelin
would report that Denis Shea, who had testified agaimsi tavern-
keepers” making tlegal Sum,[ny silos, was bealen ; That James
MeMahon and Philip Monegan had attacked police, Monegan
with o knife: 1hat Donatd Cullen and John MeMenamy Jiad
heen arrested for burglary and dreinken assaulis; that Sarabi
Kelly had been arrested in o raid on a clisorderly house s that
TJames Seadlion Lad tricd £o ent a woman s (ot 5 (hat James
Conmolly had been seized as a wife heater, and M aeeie (isey
for laveeny; and fhal, in a magistraiecourt seandal, M,
Tlorence MeCarthy bhad been ftaken in on conspivaey charges
alter maling false arrests. Sueh stories dul nof mspn o eonli-
dence in the Irish as peacelul citinens, J
unted [;gr Ja percent of ﬂ

untlm' h‘tﬂ]l Huspices, huc',h as 1.]1(! T’hm'm,\ l‘.uk Itllllt]l‘lh in
Dublin in 1882, tn whieli the vicersy for Lreland was assas-
sinated ; and Ahe murder of Dr. Patrick Cronin in Ghivago
in 1880, s part of a Tenian plot.'™ Saeh items ronnded out
the Toeal tales of erime and mayhem to depicl the Irish as o

mee of desperadoes,
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nwent, The image of the Irish underweni some rehabilitation
as these improvements look place.

In 3875 an editorial both touted the Trish and provided
some insight into the social eondition of the Irish women in

the eity :

And everywhere we find them the same, Irishmen al-
ways, but still adapting themselves Lo every condition
and improving it. Brave, enthusiastic and loyal, making
the best eitizens of the Republic and the finest .so]du,r of
whe kingdom. . . . Butwhat shall we say of the daughters,
compelled to be the dradges ol our louseholds and the
vielims of a social aristoeracy and of outr ages utterly ot
varianee with demoeratic notions and often vruelly un-
Just? . L they 400 have their compensations, . . . They
ire seenre [rom cowpelition and ean afford 1o Inugh at L
their detractors. . . . And they have fewer Faults, too,
than wre eharged fn ﬂmm Tidiness seems their natural
state, and no people are more obedient, affectionate and
Laithlfl when kindly used.®

The Trishman might bear the soldier-hevo i nmage, bul the Irish
gitl was still the upstairs maid to the publie.

Ifor those who were talented or Iueky enough, Tortunes wore
being made in the eity in these times.® Among this ambitious
group were the Irish striving upward toward rewarding ea-
reers and prominence, Their vise could be traced in the swiltly
Tunning gossip at wakes, political meetings, and saloon m;-
changes: “Tom Tahy’s on the Board of Bdueation.” “Did
you hear that Alex MeGlure inade IPrank Melaughlin editor
ol the Times??” *Tom Ryan is the only Demoeral, on the Coun-
eil now.”? “Christy Gallagher’s on the Fairmount Park Com-
mission, you know.”” 11 Thomas Powers was coroner, he would
el Stephen TParrelly of the Central Nows Compuny know of a
deuth so the obituury writers could gel busy; Parrelly, in
turn, might call lawyer William O BJ‘]('H, who speeialized in
handling beguests botl in Treland and in PPhiladelphia.™ The
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Irish in the eity constituted a highly sensitive comminnicalions
system That rewistered individual aseents and deseents with
equal relish aud alacrity.

There wis an echelon of the lreish community that trans-
cended pelly gossip, however, for its alfairg were lopies for
erave consideration, This group conprised The very timporiant
men—-the wealthy, {he venerable, and the powerlul  soceh
as James Camphell, who was born in Soulhwark in 1812 and
way the *“best koown leader ol the Caiholic Deomogrsls i
Philadelphia’; ® Jwmes I, Sullivan, who was horie in Uork
and beeame viee president of the huge Midvale Steel Company
[ Lhe Market Sireet Nattonal Daolk: Thomas

and president o
s the large librarvy in his home on

Dolan, who was neled fm
Rittenhouse Square alier beeoming wealfliy in streotorailway
transactions and wlilities; Thowas B Cahill, a copl merehant
who left i1 miltion i 1876 o establish 1ke fiest arehdiocesan
Catholic high school in the eity; Colonel Thomas Filzgervald,
who grew rieh publishing the Philadelphic Hem; and Johin 13,

Jolahan, who was married 1o o Quaker and whs o Lrusiee of

the Drexel estate These men were al the npper level of the
flonrishing economy of the eity and reaped ifs rowards.

Still, there was a gull between the Irish and-the “‘proper
wPluladulpﬁuans M In 1842 Alexander MeClure folf impelled to
admonish the Tvish 1o profess 1heir devotion (o Ameriea morve
readily, and to place less emphasis upen their devetion o
TIreland ; Goldwin Smith depieted them as o inflerior eaee
with & mud propensity Tor ““assassination, dynamite, blood-
thirsty bluster and delivious Iying™; and o book by Hdward
O Meagher Condon was entitled Phe frish Face in Americe.!®
The Irish were regarded, and regarded themselves, as u sepa-
‘ratesTacesof“people, *Celts,”” and 1he elassification conld be
variousty interpreted. This atiribution, in a conndry that took
race very seriously, was potentially dangerous,
e drish Wns Jnc:reamnglv reinkoreed by their
gt 1869 and 1882 soven
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A pictorial history of Saint Lec Church in Tacony, Philadelphia, PA
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Tacony Hall on State Road. This hall, which
was St. Leo’s temporary home, later became
this oftices of the New Era Printing Co.

then, in addition to our present Christmas, Ascension Thursday, the
feasts of the Circumcision, the Immaculate Conception, All Saints, and
the Assumption; the feasts of Corpus Christi, the Annunciation and the
Epiphany were also Holy Days. Mass was offered at 5:00 A.M. and 8:00
AM.; there were then no noon or evening Masses for the benefit of the
working people.

Dancing, something which we take for granted today, was not looked
upon favorably. Father Strahan warned the young people to avoid
dancing and dancing schools, for “it resulted in mixed marriages, and
worse, forced marriages.”

The greatest problem of the parish, in the view of the pastor, was
alcoholism. To combat this, he established a Total Abstinence
Benevolent Society, which flourished briefly, then disappeared. This
has to be taken in the context of the times. While Father Strahan was
preaching against “Friday and Saturday debauchery”, aicoholism was
the social problem which most preoccupied America, Half of the over-
night guests of the Philadelphia Police Department were those arrested
for drunkenness. The Catholic Standard was then devoting a full page
weekly to the doings of Catholic T.A.B. societies, and in Tacony, the
Disstons were placing covenants in the deeds of all lands they sold, for-
bidding the future use of the property . .. “for the manufacture or sale
of beer or liguor of any kind.” This restriction remains to this day, and
has never been successfully challenged.

Father Strahan had better fortune with some of the other societies he
fostered. The St. Leo Beneficial Society, which provided sick and death
benefits to its members, survived well into this century. Also founded
were a Rosary Society, a Purgatorial Society, and the League of the
Sacred Heart. Youth organizations were more difficult to form. The St.
Aloysius Sodality and the Cadets of Temperance quickly came and
went. Perhaps the poor children didn’t have time for social clubs. These
were not the best times for the young. First Communion preparation
classes were held at 7:00 P.M. for the benefit of those working children
who were unable to make the 4:00 P.M. class. Also, nearly half of the
deaths recorded in the parish during the early years were the deaths of
children.

Money was a constant and ever present problem. When the parish
was founded, all of the people were canvassed, and asked to pledge an
annual sum towards the building of the church. This pledge was
divided into monthly payments, and collected, first by envelope, later
by ushers at the door. There also was a weekly plate collection which
was supposed to cover normal parish operating expenses, and a
special collection each year to purchase coal. The basement was suf-
ficiently completed by Quinquagesima Sunday in 1885 for occupation,
and it was dedicated on Low Sunday of the same year. The following
year nominal pew rents were established. Those who could not afford
this were invited to make special arrangements with the pastor, wor-
shippers who did neither were expected to pay five cents seat money at
the door.

Collections were very poor. in 1884, the monthly coilection for seven
months totaled $462.40, and the plate collection was $245.04. The total




ACENTURY OF SERVICE

Mary Disston

C. Maher was Prefect; Annie Delaney, First Assistant Prefect; Eliza
Clark, Second Assistant Prefect; Katie McShafer, Reader; Mary Gantz,
Treasurer; Clara Holdoffer, Music Leader; Mary Delaney, Secretary and
Consuttor; and Annie Knowles, Sacristan.

Father Strahan secured the social hall on State Road for Sunday ser-
vices; this same building had been used temporarily by other new
congregations, and eventually became the offices of the New Era
Printing Company which published a local paper in Tacony for many
years. J. Harry Dorsey and Henry Piersol volunteered to clean the hall
each Saturday evening, so that it would be fit for worship the next day.
Weekday devotions and parish business were conducted from Father
Strahan’s residence.

A site for a permanent church was an immediate priority. The Disston
family, which had contributed all or part towards the building sites of
several Protestant churches, were approached on behalf of St. Leo's by
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Parker. Every community history, and history of St.
Leo's, including those published within a decade of the event, agree
that the Disston family did donate the land. This is also the oral
tradition of the parish, which, up to this time, has been taught to every
child in St. Leo’s School. Yet, the deed tc the properiy, as recorded at
Philadelphia City Hall on January 14, 1885, just as clearly states that
Mary Disston sold the property to Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan for the
sum of fifteen hundred dollars. It is possible that Mary Disston did give
the parish a discount on the purchase price, but fifteen hundred dollars
does seem to be fair market value for the six building lots involved, in
the currency of the times. This parcel of land was a portion of the Green
Estate, which had been purchased by Mary Disston two years earlier for
$100,000. The ground chosen was the iand the church proper now oc-
cupies. At the time, it was located on the western edge of Catholic
Tacony; population shifts soon made this the eastern edge. Additional
land was purchased by Father Strahan from William Costigan. This
land was eventually used as a site for the rectory.

Frank R. Watson, a Philadelphia architect, drew up plans for the new
church. His design called for a church one hundred thirty-two feet long,
by fifty-seven feet wide. The edifice was to be of stone quarried in
Stockton, New Jersey, and from ground level to the top of the cross it
would be ninety-five feet. There was to be a lower church with a seating
capacity of nine hundred, and an upper church designed to hold over
one thousand worshippers. The seating capacity is much less today,
probably because the aisles then were much narrower: the center aisle
was five feet, and the two side aisles only two and one half feet in wid-
th. It is interesting to note that the original plans did call forabell in the
tower; yet one has never been installed. Parish tradition has it that this
was omitted because the Disston family did not approve of church
bells.

On the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Father Strahan invited the men
of the parish to attend the ground-breaking ceremony the following
Tuesday, at eight o'clock. This was not a ceremonial invitation. It was,
“Bring your pick and shovel, men.” Over the next two weeks the entire
basement was dug; some heip was also received from “volunteers”




FATHER MICHAEL C. DONOVAN
1892-1894

The second pastor of the Church of St. Leo had one thing in common
with many of his parishioners—he was a native of lreland. Born in
County Cork, he migrated to this country at age seventeen. He had
received some education in freland, and enrolled in Professor Edwarg
Roth’s Broad Street Academy when he settled in Philadelphia. He en-
tered St. Charles Seminary in 1875. Following his ordination by Bishop
Shanahan of Pittsburgh, he was assigned as a curate to St. Joachim’s
Parish. He also assisted at St. Cecilia's, Coatesville, for three vears
prior to receiving the pastorship of St. Leo’s.

Father Donovan's stay at St. Leo’s was short, but during his two
years as pastor he raised $17,000.00 and completed the exterior of the
church. There were then about 1,000 Catholic souls in the parish.
During these years Fathers James A. Hogan, William Motley, John J.
Denvir and Patrick J. Hannigan assisted in the parish. Sadlier’s
National Catholic Directory lists St. Leo’s as having a school with 40
pupils, served by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. There was, in fact,
no such school. The School Sisters of Notre Dame did staff St. Vin-
cent's Orphanage, and it is possible that this and subsequent listings
refer to day students at the orphanage. However, given the number, it is
more likely that the listing refers to chiidren enrolled in catechism
classes at St. Leo’s. The Sisters at the orphanage may have been giving
them religious instruction.

In 1894, Father Donovan was appointed pastor of 5t. Paul’s in South
Philadelphia, where he served the ltalian immigrant community for
eighteen years. He became pastor of 5t. Agatha’s in West Philadelphia
in 1912, and was created a domestic prelate by Pope Benedict XV in

April of 1921. Monsignor Donovan was called to his heavenly reward on
June 11, 1927.

FATHER HUBERT McPHILOMY
1894-1898

Father Hubert McPhilomy was no stranger to St. Leo’s when he was
appointed rector in 1894. Early records list him as preaching from time
to time during the tenure of Father Strahan. Born in Philadeiphia in
1859, he attended St. Paul’s, Tenth and Christian Streets, and Annun-
ciation, Tenth and Dickinson Sireets. He was also enrolled at LaSalle
College prior to his admittance to St. Charles Seminary in 1876. His first
assignment, afier his ordination by Archbishop Ryan in 1885, was to
Visitation Parish, Front Street and Lehigh Avenue. He served at that
church until his appointment as pastor of St. Leo's in 1894. A capable
administrator, he raised over $20,000.00 for the completion of the
church, which finally accomplished during his term. The highlights
were the lovely stained glass windows, handsome murals, which,
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sadly, have not survived, and the great painting of the Crucifixion over
the impressive Gothic altar. There is a poignant story told about the
master craftsman responsibie for the painting and probably for the
murals.

Luigi Scattaglia was considered one of the best liturgical artists in
the country. He was also a man very devoted to his wife. When she died,
shortly before the First World War, he iost his own will to live. Shortly
after, he was found lying on her grave, dead by a self-inflicted gunshot
wound. It is sad that such a man, capable of creating pictures which
could inspire others to greater faith and hope, could not find within
himself spiritual comfort in his own hour of need.

The formal dedication was held on November 24, 1895. The new
church looked spiendid. The walls and ceiling were covered with bril-
liant murals, offset by the antique oak woodwork. The sanctuary was
banked with white and yellow chrysanthemums.

Archbishop Ryan presided over the ceremony. Reverend Thomas
Barry, rector of St. Anne's, was the celebrant. Father AA, Gallagher
was the deacon, and former pastor Father Michael Donovan was the
subdeacon. In the sanctuary, along with Father McPhilomy, were
Father Strahan, the founding pastor, and many neighboring pastors.
The sermon was preached by Father J.F. Loughlin, Chancelior of the
Archdiocese, and Father Thomas Quinn served as master of cere-
monies. St. Leo's choir, which was led by Benjamin F, Federal, was
augmented by the choir from Father McPhilomy’'s former parish, the
Church of the Visitation. Soloists Lizzie Gonlating and Daniel Cum-
mings sang selections from Gounod’s Mass. The “Veni Creator' and
“0 Cor Gesu’ were sung by the best tenor of the Philadelphia clergy,
Father Joseph O’Keefe of Immaculate Conception Parish. After eleven
years and three pastors, 5t. Leo’s was finally and officially complete.

The church building did have one odd flaw, which has not been rec-
tified to this day. Directly across the street from the front of the church
jay a parrow park. The main tracks of the railroad connecting New York
with Philadelphia were on the other side of the park. On a warm sum-
mer day, with windows and doors open, a speaker in the pulpit often
found himself in competition with & passing express. He had three
unenviable cholces; he could pause to give the train the right of way; he
could try to outshout if; or he could simply go on with the sermon
knowing full well that half of the people in the church probably couldn’t
hear a word he was saying.

Most of the time Father McPhilomy had no official assistant.
However, Father Edward V. Rowan did serve briefly as assistant pastor.

Father McPhilomy is credited with founding societies to administer
to the corporal needs of the parish, most notably, the St. Vincent
ngaLH Society. In addition to responsibility for the House of Correc-
tion, he also served as chaplain at Eden Hall, the exclusive Catholic
girls school located on Commodore Barry's old estate near Torresdale.
Eden Hall was much closer to St. Dominic's, and it is probably a tribute
to Father McPhilomy’s personal charisma that he held this chaplaincy.

In 1898, Father McPhilomy was appointed irremovable pastor of St.
John’s Church, Thirteenth and Filbert Streets. Assignment to this
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“Who made you?” “God made me.” So bega
the most tamous of parochial school texts, th
Baltimere Cathechism. Generalions of youn
Catholics learned the principles of iheir fait
from this text. And even now, years later, ca
give an instant response to the familic
questions. This is the title page of the thir
volume of the series, which was used by ai
vanced classes at St. Lea’s Schoolin 1508.

Opposiie page: Sti. Leo's Convent — 1910
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THE SUBJECT PROPERTY

The real estate which is the subject of this appraisal was observed to consist of a
two (2) level granite constructed building built in 1884 formerly utilized as the church of
St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Parish. Based primarily on measurements taken
from a survey by Frances J. McAnaney, |, which were spot-checked in the field, the
gross floor area of the subject building was estimated to be approximately 8,952 square

feet above grade plus finished daylight lower leve! of approximately 8,583 square feet.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The subject site is an irregular shaped lot known as Parcel “4”, subdivided from a
larger lot which formerly included the adjacent school building of St. Leo The Great
which was subdivided and sold off May 28, 2008, its rectory which was subdivided and
sold off October 29, 2016 and its convent which was subdivided and sold off September
7,2017. According to a Site Plan prepared by Frances J. McAnaney, Il dated
December 4, 2015, Parcel “4”, known as the Church Parcel, contains 146.477' of
frontage which is interrupted along two (2) courses on the northwesterly side of
Keystone Street and extends in depth 159.023' along the southwesterly side of Unruh
Avenue. Total area was approximately 21,790 square feet or .75002 acres as shown
on the survey, exhibited as a facing page. The site essentially wraps around the former
rectory property. The lot line at the rear extends in part through the party wall shared
with the former convent fronting Tulip Street. The lot line at the south side extends
along the retaining wall so that the concrete walkway which once shared the subject

property now belongs to the former rectory property at 6670 Keystone Stireet.

The subject lot features the original stone retaining wall at the front and sides of
the church, Two (2) curb cuts from Keystone Street serve the lot which is macadam

paved with ample driveway area and striped parking area for 38+ vehicles.
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There is a recorded Cross Easement Agreement, which is included in the
Addendum, that provides for reciprocal rights of use to the entire parking lot in
perpetuity for the benefit of Parcel “A" (now known as 6658 Keystone Street, 6670
Keystone Street and 4900 Unruh Avenue) and Parcel “B" (known as 6649 Tulip Street)

and rights to ingress/egress from/to Keystone Street.

The southerly portion of the interrupted Keystone Street frontage (61.418")
represents the area encumbered by the Cross-Easement Agreement and must be

reserved in perpetuity for shared parking purposes.

The site is served by public water and sewer and public utility gas, electric and
telephone services.

IMPROVEMENTS DESCRIPTION

The subject site was improved with a gothic style granite church with partly
above grade daylight basement which functions as an integral part of the religious
center containing large worship room and accessory storage and mechanical areas.
The upper level includes the main worship facility, accessory office and storage areas
and lavatories. Gross floor area was estimated to be approximately 17,353 square feet

including approximately 8,583 square feet on the finished lower level.

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION Stone and heavy timber framing.

FOUNDATIONS/ERAMING Masonry footings supporting load bearing

masonry exterior walls.

EXTERIQR WALLS Granite with brownstone facing at rear three

level portion.

2017-10776




A3

ROOF Original slate shingles over gabled wood deck

with bell tower.

LIGHTING Lighting in the nave in the upper level church
consisted of original chain suspended
chandeliers converted to electric. Balance
included ceiling mounted fluorescent,

incandescent and spot type fixtures.

ELECTRICAL 600 amp main disconnect with separate 400

amp, 120/240 volt service controlling the

heating system and separate lighting panel.

FENESTRATION Windows included original wood framed fixed

sash with custom stained glass on the upper
level with steel framed casement sash with

fixed and operable panels on the lower level.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING The lower level was served by central air
conditioning with condenser fenced in chain
link at the exterior south side. Heat was
provided by heat exchanger unit located in the
lower level mechanical room. Upper level was
served by radiators fed by a Weil-McLain gas
and fired low pressure storm boiler in the

basement.
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SANITARY FACILITIES

INTERIOR FINISH, LAYOUT &

SPECIAL FEATURES
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Located at the front of the lower level were
male and female lavatories, one equipped with
two (2) toilets and two (2) sinks and one
equipped with one (1) toilet, one (1) sink and
two (2) urinals.

There was a combination of vinyl tile, ceramic
tile, carpeted and hardwood floor finishes with
smooth concrete in the unfinished sub-
basement. Wall and ceiling finishes were a
combination of plaster, pressed metal and
wood wainscot with wood trim stained in dark
oak. There were 27 rows of fixed wooden
pews in the upper level nave, each row
consisting of shorter end wings and a long
central pew. Four (4) rows of pews were in the
choir loft and two (2) sets of 24 pews in the
tower level church. The lower level church had
Celotex tile ceilings. The upper level church
featured marble relief wood columns, gold leaf
accents and frim and a lobby with brass

railings, wood steps and chair lift to choir loft.

Confessionals were situated on each level
near the front. Steel fire escapes led from the
upper level near the rear of the north and

south sides of the building.
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GENERAL COMMENTS/LAYOUT

The subject property is a well constructed building of granite construction that
appeared to have been constructed in two stages. The main church portion appeared
to be constructed in 1884, A rear three (3) level addition constructed circa 1895
allowed the church to intercommunicate with the convent on the third level which is not
accessible from the church portion. A storage room on the lower level with Marlite wall
finish had a breach in the wall formerly connecting to the convent which was sealed
with gypsum board. Furthermore, the first floor of this addition at the rear has a

separate room into which a pipe protrudes which is not accessible from the interior.

The building is a substantial structure, over 130 years of age and under-utilized
since the merger of the parishes. As a result, the property is expensive to maintain and
keep operational. The building does lend itself to continued use as a house of worship

or for imaginative rehabilitation reused in an alternative configuration.

ANALYSIS OF AGREEMENT OF SALE

To the best of my knowledge, the subject property is not currently under

agreement of sale nor formally offered for sale in the open market,

FLOODPLAIN

The subject property is located entirely within Zone X, area determined to be
outside 500 year floodplain determined to be outside the 1% and 0.2% annual chance
floodplains according to the Flood Insurance Map for the City of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, Community Panel No. 420757-0118H revised November 18, 2015.
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ASSESSMENT AND TAXES

According to the website of the City of Philadelphia’s Office of Property

Assessment of Taxes, the 2018 property assessment for 6658 Keystone Street as
follows:

Land $70,224
Improvements $299.376
Total $369,600

The current tax rate in Philadelphia is $1,399.80 per $100,000 of assessed

valuation. Applying this rate to the total assessment of $369,600 provides an annual
tax levy of $5,173.66.

HISTORY OF TITLE

According to the last Deed of Record, also known as Deed of Subdivision, the
subject property is titled to Reverend Joseph L. Farrell, solely as Pastor of Our Lady of
Consolation Parish and most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap, Archbishop of
Philadelphia by His Agent Reverend Monsignor Daniel J. Kutys, Attorney-InFact, by
instrument dated March 27, 2017. Consideration was nominal as recorded at
Document No. 53204729 on April 27, 2017. This was an internal transfer of title upon
subdivision of the larger site into two, creating 4900 Unruh Avenue. The site of which

the subject is part was originally acquired October 2, 1884 by the Most Reverend
Patrick John Ryan from Mary Disston.
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rganizations which marched in the civic parade, four appear to have
ad Catholic origins. These were the St. Patrick Alliance, The St. Leo’s
seneficial Society, The Ancient Order of Hibernians, and The Hamilton
>atholic Club. There is no information on the St. Patrick Alliance. The
it. Leo Beneficial Society, as has already been noted, was a parish sick
ind death benefit society.

Division 39, Ancient Order of Hibernians was chartered in 1889;
loseph McKeown was the first President; Patrick Conway, Vice
wesident; John Mulholland, Recording Secretary; Patrick Lester,
sinancial Secretary; and Patrick Connors, Treasurer. Aithough the
4.0.H. had no official church ties, the membership was made up of
jood and loyal Catholics. The early history of Division 38, AO.H,, is
zlso a history of service to St. Leo’s Parish.

The Hamilton Catholic Club was a social ¢club for young Catholic
men which flourished in the early years of this century. It had been
organized in 1901, and took its name from the location of the
clubhouse, on Hamilton Street. Club members participated in sports
and conducted theatrics. Lawrence Carroli was the first president; the
other officers included: Joseph Furphy, Aubrey Grant, Eugene McKin-
ney, William Kalblein, Thomas Corcoran and Harry Kane, who had been
the first child-baptized in the parish. The club was open to young men
eighteen and over; initiation fee was one doliar and weekly dues were
twenty-five cents. Members passed to honorary status upon marriage.

Father Rogers had a special interest in St. Francis Industrial School,
the training school for indigent boys run by the Drexel sisters in Ed-
dington, three miles north of City Line. Father would take some of the
boys of the parish up to St. Francis where they would play ball with the
boys of the school. He took a special liking to one young lad at the
school, and eventually brought him back to live at the rectory. Alfred
Mullin remained a life-long resident of Tacony, and never forgot Father
Rogers’ kindness to him. His daughter, Berenice Muilin Lamey stiil has
in her possession a handsome crucifix which had belonged to Father
Rogers.

By 1908, Father Rogers felt the parish was in a position to begin the
construction of the much needed school. The building was modeast by
today’s standards. It had only four rooms, located in that section of the
present school complex which is closest to the church. The Sisters of
St. Joseph agreed to staff the new school when completed; it followed
thgn that Father Rogers also had to prepare a convent for them. The
building which is now the rectory was constructed, and when it was
finished, Father Rogers, his assistant, Father Hugh Trimble, and Alfred
Mullin moved into the new building and left the old rectory for the nuns.
If this suggests a lack of chivalry, things are not always as they seem. It
. Is & tradition of the convent that the new residence, which faced the
- park, was intended to be the convent. When the Mother Superior of the
. Sisters of St. Joseph learned of this, she objected. Some ciaim she felt
:_the park would distract the sisters, others that she thought that the
< huns would lack the privacy they required. In any case, object she did;
ﬁnd Father Rogers, always the gentleman, graciously consented to give

his own quarters to the nuns. All things considered, he probably got the
best of the deal.

PRIESTLY VOCATIONS
FROM SAINT LEO PARISH

1901 Archbishop Daniel J. Gercke

1917 Father John H. McCloskey, O.5.A,

1920 Father Daniel Lannon, C.M.

1924 Father Thomas L. Carroll

1927 Father Charles McCarron, O.S.A.

1928 Father James Farrell

1930 Father Lawrence Maher

1933 Father Richard B. Ward

1933 Father Joseph Watson, C.M.

1934 Father Sylvan Brennan, C.P.
{James Brennan)

1936 Father Joseph H. Ruane

1940 Monsignor Thomas Rilley

1940 Father Thomas Doyle

1941 Father Aloysius Gaffigan, 0.5.F.S.

1850 Father Raymond Donahue

1953 Father John Rilley

1953 Father Aloysius McGonigal, S.J.

1856 Father Leo Quinn, 0.S.F.S.

1958 Father Joseph Murray, 0.S.F.5.

1960 Father Edward Stapleton, 5.5.S.

1962 Father Philip Cribben

1963 Father Brendan Keevy, C.P.
{Thaomas Keevy)

1965 Father Joseph C. Zuschmidt, 0.8.F.S.

1971 Father William J. Messick, O.S.F.S.

1972 Father William J. McKeown,
{Trenton Diocese)

1975 Father Gerard J, McCarron,
(Trenton Diocese)

1976 Father Thomas Murphy, O.S.F.S.

1979 Father John Gilvey, O.S.F.S.

1981 Father Charles Day

1984 Father Richard G. Greger
{Allentown Diocese)

BROTHERS

Brother Walter Sutor, C.5.5.R.
Brother David Tierney
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streetcar line,.and traffic jams and slow service plagued the long
hauls from West Philadelphia and the northwest. In 1908 a private
syndicate constructed the Market Street subway to link the down- )
town with the fast-growing commuter suburbs of West Philadelphia.
This first transit line, like the later public construction of the twen- SAM BASS WARNER, J R.
ties and thirties, was clearly designed to profit from and maintain
the specialized character of the downtown. These were public facili-
ties whose principal beneficiaries were downtown real estate owners |
and middle-class office workers and shoppers.
A 1912 rtraffic survey of all streetcar and subway lines showed
who was using the downtown and its transit system (Table XX).

|
The relatively light traffic from nearby south Philadelphia as com- ; J
pared to the heavy flows from West Philadelphia and the north side THE PR_IVATE CIT é
showed that the downtown was not only the world of the white-
collar worker, but also the world of the white-collar worker’s wife. ' i
Neither the residents of the poor ghettos of south Philadelphia nor

the more distant mill workers of outer south Philadelphia, Kensing-
ton, and the northeast used the downtown frequently.

TARLE X Philadelphia in Three Periods of Its Growth

STREETCAR AND Rarip Transrt Trarric, 1912

Percentage of Traffic Arriving in the | SECOND EDITION
Downtown Whose Origin Was:
|

South Philadelphia 17.0

West Philadelphia 27.4

North Philadelphia 25.1 |
2 Quter Northeast 4.7 I

Quter North Suburbs ek 5

Downtown 18.7 . i

Transit construction programs, however, were not unpopular. 5
Any call for enlargement of the system could count on at least three 4
groups. First, the downtown office managers, storekeepers, and real e 7 (/j

estate owners, all of whom wanted to extend the tramsportation
reach of the downtown. Second, real estate developers at the outer ‘
cdges of the city and storekeepers along the proposed routes who PENN
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

AeeobH ST. LEO THE GREAT CATHOLIC CHURCH

HABS No. PA-6692-B

NOTE: Tacony’s street grid does not lie true to the compass. For the purpose of locating
buildings in this repott, the roads running NE to SW (ex. Keystone Street and Torresdale
Avenue) will be the N-S axes and those running SE to NW (ex. Longshore Avenue and
Disston Street) will be E-W axes.

Locatiomn: The parish buildings of St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church in
the Tacony neighborhood, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania are located on
the northern half of the block bounded by Tulip and Keystone
streets and Magee and Unruh kvenues.

Significance: As the first “standard” Roman Catholic parish in Tacony, St. Leo the
Great remains an important and viable community landmark, both
physically and institutionally. The parish buildings include an ideal
core necessary for the operation of a neighborhood parish: sanctuary,
rectoty, convent, and school. Most of these structures are sited on a
high-profile location, facing Disston Park to the east across Keystone
Street.

Description:

The dominant building of this religious ensemble is the sanctuary of St. Leo the Great. It
stands at the southwest corner of Keystone Street and Unruh Avenue, facing east towards
Disston Park. The church’s designer employed a free interpretation of the Gothic Revival
common to late-nineteenth-century applications, instead of a more archeological take more
widespread earlier in the century. A shallow extruded “vower” element centered on the east
fagade, pointed-arch windows, and engaged buttresses along the lateral walls are some of the
Gothic vocabulary present in the building. A robust timbered porch extends from the
church’s north wall, facing Unruh Avenue. The church’s exterior appears to be litde altered
beyond a new asphalt shingle roof and storm/safety windows placed in front of the stained
glass The church building received major interior renovations and decorative simplification
in 1983~1984.

Integral with the church, to its rear (west), is the present convent onginally constructed as a
rectory. It is a two-and-one-half story stone structure connected to the church by a
crenellated two-story intermediary structure. The coursing and mortar work are identical to
that of the sanctuary. The roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles and some room air
conditioners hang from the windows.

To the church’s south, facing east across Keystone Street towards Disston Parle stands the
present rectory, constructed oniginally as the convent. This building is connected to the
sanctuary building by an enclosed second-story bridge. The rectory is three stories with the
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third story contained under a mansard roof; a turret extends from the northeast corner of
the second and third floors. The frame walls of the enclosed porch, turret, and bridge, and
the porch piers and cornice have been covered in siding,

The main school building is two stories with a central tower element. The principal
elevation facing east across the parking lot to Keystone Street and the rear elevation
extending along Tulip Street are nearly identical. The brick structure has a presence similar
to many early-twentieth-century educational structures and is accented with cut stone. The
tower emphatically proclaims the building’s religious associations and addresses the Gothic
sanctuaty building with its pointed arch openings and crenellated top. This school building
has received aluminum replacement windows that do not fully fill the arched window
frames. A three-story, brick school annex with cut stone banding stands in the southeast
corner of the property, opposite the church, on Keystone Street. It has also received
replacement windows.

History:

See the historical report for Tacony, HABS No. PA-6692 for more detailed information
about Tacony’s general development.

Until the founding of St. Leo the Great parish, Roman Catholic church services in Tacony
were held in the chapel of St. Vincent’s Orphan Asylum, which was founded by German-
Catholic congregations in Philadelphia in 1855." The archdiocese authorized the formation
of Tacony’s first parish in 1884 and its first mass was celebrated on May 25—the public
social hall on Srate Road was initially used for services.” Despite oral tradition stating the
land was gifted by Mary Disston, records show that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
purchased the property at the corner of Unruh Avenue and Keystone Street from Mary
Disston on January 14, 1885, albeit for a discounted $1500 cost. Groundbreaking occurred
in 1885 and the basement was finished-off for services later that year. The original rectory
building facing Unruh Avenue was also constructed in 1885 and ultimately made integral
with the church structure.

While a “Roman Catholic church” was indicated on an 1888 city atlas, it was not until
October 1890 that work on the church structure began in earnest.” Whether Frank R.
Watson provided the church’s plan before groundbreaking in 1885 is not clear, however he
is the architect on record for continuation of construction and Nicholas C‘avanaugh was
secured as the contractor.’ Watson was an active Philadelphia architect who specialized in

‘Louis M. latarola and Siobhdn Gephart, Images of America: Tacony (Charleston, SC: Arcadia
Pubhshmg, 2000), 95. See also for historic photographs of the church, convent, and early school building.

*Unless otherwise noted, information related to the St. Leo the Great parish buildings is drawn
from “A Century of Service: A Pictorial History of Saint Leo Church in Tacony, Philadelphia,” 1984,
Tacony Branch Library, Free Library of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

*Baist’s Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, Penna, Complete in One Volume (Philadelphia: G, Wim.
Baist, 1888) and Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders’ Guide (PRERBG), 15 October 1890,

‘PRERBG, 15 October 1890.
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religious structures.” After high school, he trained in the office of Edwin F. Durang—a well-
known local architect particularly favored by the Roman Catholic diocese—between 1877
and 1882, Watson founded his own firm in 1882 and practiced with a variety of partners,
including Samuel Huckel (1901-1917), untl his death in 1940. Given his background in
ecclesiastical design, it is not surprising that the diocese turned to him for a parish church
project. Additionally, Watson likely was acquainted with Tacony given that he grew up in
nearby Frankford. The exterior of the Watson-designed church was completed in 1892 and
the interiors were finished by the church’s dedication on November 24, 1895, although
additions to the interior decoration were made through the 1920s.°

St. Leo’s parish did not embark on any building projects until 1906 when ground was broken
for a convent sited south of the church on Keystone Street and a school building
constructed south of the rectory bullding along Tulip Street. The new convent building was
ultimately used as the rectory and connected to the church by means of a second-story
enclosed bridge that originally displayed Colonial Revival detailing. The initial four-room
school building was constructed of brick and completed in 1908 —it was expanded in 1917
with a four-room addition to the south whose stepped-out form anticipated a much more
ambitious extension to the south in 1925, The resulting building was centered on a bell was
heated by steam and lighted by electricity” A second brick school building with dressed
stone banding and known as the “school annex” was constructed to the southwest of the
earlier building in 1953,

Historian; James A. Jacobs

Sources:

Baist’s Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, Penna, Complete in One Volume. Philadelphia: G.
Wm. Baist, 1888.

“A Century of Service: A Pictorial History of Saint Leo Church in Tacony, Philadelphia.”

1984. Tacony Branch Library, Free Library of Philadelphia. Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Tatarola, Louis M., and Siobhdn Gephart. Images of America; Tacony. Charleston, SC:
Arcadia Publishing, 2000.

Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders” Guide.
Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Maps for Philadelphia Pennsylvania, vol. 27. New York,

1928,

*All information about architect Frank Rushmore Watson is drawn from Sandza L. Tatman and

Roger Moss, Biographical Dictionary of Philadelphia Architects: 1700-1930 (Boston: G. K. Hall & Co,,
1985), 832-833.

“latarola, 93, for dedication date,

"Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Maps for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, vol. 27 (New York:
19283, 2635.
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