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Monday, May 15, 2023 

C. Beige Berryman, AICP  
Philadelphia Art Commission  
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor  
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 
Re: PHDC Percent for Art Proposal at 601 N Columbus Boulevard (a.k.a. Festival Pier)  

Submission for Concept Review by the Philadelphia Art Commission 
 
Dear Ms. Berryman, 
 
I am writing to request the inclusion of the PHDC Percent for Art Proposal at 601 N Columbus Boulevard (“Festival Pier”) 
for the June 14, 2023, Art Commission agenda as a conceptual review/approval item. The public art at Festival Pier requires 
Art Commission review based on the trigger for construction on City property.  In this unique case, a private developer is 
building new construction on land obtained from the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC), who obtained the 
land from the Redevelopment Authority, who obtained the land from the City of Philadelphia.  Though the lease agreements 
are complex, the purview of the Art Commission is clearly stated within the documents.  As such, the call to artists process 
has been overseen by Program Staff of PHDC’s Percent for Art Program, working with PHDC’s Public Art Committee.  The 
Art Committee, in collaboration with DRWC and the project development team, recommended the selected art proposal to 
PHDC’s Board of Directors.  With PHDC Board of Directors approval, this proposal requires Art Commission approval before 
contracts with the artist and subsequent fabrication of the artwork may proceed.   
 
Project Information: 
 

• The public art at Festival Pier is being commissioned to fulfill an art obligation through PHDC’s Percent for Art 
Program.   

• The selected proposal is the outcome of a two-part, public call to artists started which initially opened in 
January 2023. 

• The budget for the art opportunity is $1.1 million dollars 
• As a required component of all PHDC Percent for Art projects, the awarded artist will be required to devote 5% 

of the overall art budget to free educational programming activities at or near the site.   
 
For questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Katherine C. Liss, AIA, AICP 
PHDC Percent for Art Program Coordinator 
art@phdc.phila.gov 
 

mailto:art@phdc.phila.gov


PUBLIC ART 
PROPOSAL

R IVER  S OUN DIN G S  AT FEST IVAL P IER



PHDC’s Percent for Art Program is the oldest 

program in the country to make the commissioning 

of public art an integral part of publicly funded 

development.

The art requirement is triggered by large scale 

projects on land obtained from the Philadelphia 

Redevelopment Authority.

Distinct from the city’s program, the works created 

are publicly accessible but owned and maintained 

by private property owners.
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W H AT IS  
PH D C ’ S  
PERC EN T  
FO R  A RT  
PRO G R A M?



R IV ER MA R K  D EV ELO PMEN T
THE SITE, FORMERLY KNOWN AS FESTIVAL PIER, IS AT THE TERMINUS OF SPRING GARDEN 

STREET AND COLUMBUS BOULEVARD

THE PROJECT INCLUDES 470 NEW DWELLING UNITS, NEARLY 50,000 SQ. FT. OF 

COMMERCIAL SPACE, AND OVER 4 ACRES OF OPEN SPACE

THE ART BUDGET FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY IS $1.1 MILLION
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SITE

The second largest publicly 

owned parcel on the waterfront,

it has served as everything from a 

city incinerator to a concert venue

The primary location for the 

artwork is the northeast park area 

at the end of Spring Garden Street
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Art Opportunity Area in DRWC’s 
 Waterfront Arts Plan
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ART OPPORTUNITY “A large scale, exterior, 

interactive Art Project is 

envisioned for the Property. 

The use of light or water 

as a medium, although not 

required, is of interest to 

the team.” 
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TIMEL IN E NOV
2022

Part One of a two-part, public 
Call to Artists opens

JAN 
2023

Shortlist of 5 artists / artist teams 
identified from 142 respondents

MAY 
2023

Artist proposals received; 
Deliberations of Public Art 
Committee

JUN
2023

Approvals process prior to 
developer proceeding with artist 
contract

FALL 
2024

Anticipated installation of artwork

R
IV

E
R

 S
O

U
N

D
IN

G
S

7



ED U C ATIO NA L  
PRO G R A MMIN G

PHDC’s Percent for Art Program is unique in 

requiring 5% of the Art Budget be devoted 

to educational programming activities.

The artist has flexibility in how to approach the 

requirement, but it must be free of charge 

and located at or near the project site.
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PRO PO SA L  

R EV IEW  

C R ITER IA

• Creativity

• Artistic Merit

• Technical Proficiency

• Educational Programming

• Relationship to Site

• Ability to Implement (Scope & Budget)

• Conservation and Maintenance Requirements
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PUBLIC ART 
COMMITTEE

Oversight of the 
two-part artist 
selection process 
and recommends 
artist to PHDC 
Board

PHDC BOARD

Review and 
Approval of all 
recommendations 
of the Public Art 
Committee

DRWC

Delaware River 
Waterfront 
Corporation has 
final approval of 
recommended 
artist proposal per 
lease with 
developer

ART 
COMMISSION

Concept and Final 
approvals of 
artwork due to 
nature of land 
ownership

DEVELOPER

Responsible for the 
commissioning 
and maintenance 
of the artwork

R EQ U IR ED  R EV IEW  PRO C ESS
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HADDAD|DRUGAN

River Soundings
 

Art Proposal for Philadelphia’s Rivermark Development



Logging History – Pier Pilings



Maritime History – Spars, Stays, Rigging, and Nets



Bridge Towers and Cables   +   Surface Light and Reflectivity



Navigational Markers – Signals and Beacons of Sound and Light



Tidal Change



Depth Sounding 

“Marking the Twain” with sounding weights

Bathymetry of Delaware River at Rivermark Site



Art Concept Explorations: River Soundings



Sculpture Dimensions





BEN FRANKLIN BRIDGERIVER

TRAIL

BALCONY

BALCONY

LAWN

SPRING GARDEN STREET

360º Views to Sculpture

SILO

TRAIL

SEATING AREA

PLATFORM

PLAZA

PLAZA







Day



Evening



Night



Front-lit by Sun



Back-lit by Sun



Internally-lit by LEDs

















View looking up through Oculus 



Stainless Steel Structural Metal Finishes

Glass Bead Blast Finish:
Pipes + Frame Interiors 

Reflective Mirror Finish:
Frame Exteriors



“Sounding weights,” terminating lines of discs on 
cables, placed to reflect the bathymetry of the 
Delaware River adjacent to Rivermark site

Textural Components of Sculpture
Circular discs, attached to cables with u-bolts, with a 
4”-stagger from cable to cable



Stainless Steel Weights

Lead sounding weights 
are the inspiration for 
stainless steel sculptural 
pieces, which will have a 
reflective finish

Some weights may 
have small bell 
clappers for subtle 
sound effects in the 
wind



Polycarbonate Disc Option: Translucent Blues with Matte Finish

3Form Koda
in five colors,
1/4” thick



Precedent Artwork: Cloud







EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: Storytelling Etchings

To be led by a local artist, collaborating with 
Haddad Drugan

Etchings on pile sides tell stories reinforcing 
sculpture’s vertical lead lines and the concept of 
plumbing the river’s depths

Symbols etched onto pile caps at the central 
sculpture may thematically tie or guide people to 
small sculptures on Delaware River Trail



Precedents for Educational Etchings



PETTY ISLAND

COHOCKSINK CREEK

RAILYARD SHIPPING

LUMBER WHARFS

BEN FRANKLIN 
BRIDGE

Sculptural Treasure Hunt Across Site

Bronze sculptures integrated 
along trail throughout the 
Rivermark are thematically 
inspired by the contextual 
environment (themes noted are 
placeholders)



Precedents for Miniature Sculptures

Clockwise from top left: Tom Otterness, Tomasz Moczek, Topo Map, Giuseppe Penone, Scottie Burgess



Art Walk along Delaware River Trail



Oral Soundings

Poets, buskers, and oral historians can activate Rivermark“Sounding the river” was accompanied by song!

Carry forth spirit of Roots Picnic at Festival Pier



Fabricator & Installer: Demiurge Design

Light Passage Sun Spot Iridescent Cloud



Budget





Schedule

• Design Development and Final Design   Summer 2023 – Winter 2024

o Engineering: EOR, KPFF, or Yetiweurks (foundation and sculpture)
o Design Detailing: Haddad Drugan and Demiurge

• Design Team Collaboration on Site Integration Summer 2023 – Winter 2024

• Select Local Artist        Fall 2023

• Develop Educational Component    Fall 2023 – Spring 2024

• Order Materials and Fabricate Art Elements  Spring – Summer 2024

• Install Sculpture (2 weeks)      Fall 2024

• Site Work around Artwork      Fall 2024

• Lighting Programming (2 nights)     Winter 2024





THANK YOU
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SU PPLEMEN TA RY  
MATER IA LS
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