
 2100 Diamond St 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

April/May 2023 

ADDRESS: 2100 DIAMOND ST  
Proposal: Construct public safety facility  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: City of Philadelphia, Department of Public Property  
Applicant: Modesto Bigas-Valedon, Ballinger  
History: 1875; Buildings demolished c. 1997 
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Diamond Street Historic District, Contributing, 1/29/1986 
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov    
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes to construct a new public safety building and police facility 
on vacant lots within the Diamond Street Historic District. The Diamond Street Historic District 
was listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places in 1986. At the time of the designation, 
buildings classified as contributing in the district inventory, which were in very poor condition, 
stood on these blocks. Not long after the designation of the district, the Department of Licenses 
& Inspections cited these buildings as “imminently dangerous” and the blocks of houses were 
demolished, resulting in the vacant lots that are present today. In 2001 and again in 2018, 
proposals were reviewed by the Commission to amend the historic district boundaries to 
exclude these vacant lots. Owing to community opposition, the Commission took no action in 
2001, and denied the application to amend the boundary in 2018. Therefore, the Commission 
retains plenary jurisdiction over the review of building permit applications for these lots which 
have been vacant for approximately 20 years and are located at the far western edge of the 
historic district.  
 
In 2020, the Historical Commission reviewed an application for a police station at this site, which 
was met with much opposition from the community. The Commission voted at that time to deny 
the application, finding that the City of Philadelphia had not engaged the public sufficiently in the 
discussion of the proposed police station. While the exterior design of that building and this new 
design are not too different, this new proposal includes uses which were not part of the prior 
application, including a community space, a Police Athletic League (PAL) Center which will 
include an indoor basketball court and after-school study and recreation rooms, and outdoor 
recreation spaces for the community.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Construct two-story building and associated parking lots and public plazas. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with 
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed building is compatible with, yet differentiated from, the historic 
district. It is located at the far western end of the district, and as such, it is not 
seen within the context of the traditional red brick and brownstone rowhouses 
that defines the district to the east. The building façade incorporates ornamental 
brickwork found on residential buildings in the district. The overall massing, size, 
and scale appears to be appropriate for the historic district. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standard 9.  
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• Floor Plan

• Building Elevations

• Exterior Renderings
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FROM KCBA REPORT
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Architectural Characteristics – Data Lines along Diamond Street + Architectural Elements
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Architectural Characteristics – Victorian Elements + Ornamental Brickwork
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DIAMOND STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
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• NEW PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING MUST STITCH 

TOGETHER DIAMOND STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

AND POST-WWII HOUSING 

Zones

PHA HOUSING

City of Philadelphia | North Central Public Safety Building
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• CONTINUOUS URBAN EDGE ALONG DIAMOND STREET

• BREAKS DOWN BETWEEN LAMBERT AND 22ND

• NEW PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING WILL RESTORE EDGE

Street Edge

CONTINUOUS URBAN EDGE

BROKEN URBAN EDGE
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• HIGH DENSITY OF CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS ALONG 

DIAMOND ST

• PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING IS ANOTHER LANDMARK 

ALONG DIAMOND STREET

Landmarks

CHURCH

SCHOOL
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• NEW BUILDING IS 

• ADJACENT TO A NEW INDEGO BIKE SHARE 

STATION

• WITHIN A 10 MIN WALK FROM 7 BUS LINES

• WITHIN A 15 MIN WALK TO THE BROAD ST. LINE

Public Transit
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• PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING SOFTENS HARDSCAPE 

WITH NEW CANOPY AND GROUND COVERING

Vegetation

PARK/LAWN

TREE CANOPY
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Major Street Corridor

DIAMOND STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

CHURCH

SCHOOL

CONTINUOUS URBAN EDGE

BROKEN URBAN EDGE

PHA HOUSING
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Existing Lot Conditions
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Existing Lot Conditions
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PAL Mural Opportunity For Artwork
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| Site Plan – Landscaped Public Space
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| Site Plan – Public Safety Building Functions
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23 Spaces

12 Spaces

34 Spaces

Police 

Parking

Civilian 

Parking
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Police District 22

Police Lobby

PAL Lobby

PAL Center

Community Room
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Police Entry PAL Entry
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PAL Mural Opportunity for Artwork

City of Philadelphia | North Central Public Safety Building
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| South Elevation
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| West Elevation
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| East Elevation
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| Building Elevations – Ornamental Brick Work
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1901 Diamond Street
1.    Metal coping caps and gutters
2. Decorative brick cornices
3. Articulated brick veneer in custom masonry pattern.
4.    Recessions in brick veneer to emphasize windows.
5.    Continuous stone accent courses. 
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METAL COPING CAP

PROJECTING BRICK PATTERN



| Building Elevations – Ornamental Brick Work

City of Philadelphia | North Central Public Safety Building30

3

1901 Diamond Street
1.    Metal coping caps and gutters
2. Decorative brick cornices
3. Articulated brick veneer in custom masonry pattern.
4.    Recessions in brick veneer to emphasize windows.
5.    Continuous stone accent courses. 
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PROJECTING FLEMISH BOND
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METAL COPING CAP

PROJECTING CORNICE PATTERN
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| Diamond Street looking West
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| Diamond Street looking East
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