
  3135-49 W. Montgomery Ave 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

February 2023/March 2023 

ADDRESS: 3135-49 W MONTGOMERY AVE 
Proposal: Construct 14 townhouses 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: 3135-49 Montgomery Ave LLC 
Applicant: Carey Jackson Yonce, CANNO Design 
History: 1907; Temple Beth Israel; Sauer & Hahn; Demolished after roof collapse in 2020 
Individual Designation: 7/14/1993 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes to construct 14 townhouses on a vacant site. The 
Historical Commission designated the property in July 1993 for the synagogue building that 
stood on the site. The synagogue, Temple Beth Israel, was designed by the architectural firm of 
Sauer & Hahn and completed in 1907. The large domed roof of the building collapsed in 2020. 
The Department of Licenses and Inspections (L&I) declared the building Imminently Dangerous 
on 1 August 2020 and then demolished the building to abate the public safety hazard in late 
2020. At the time, L&I reported to the Historical Commission that the framing of the collapsed 
roof was pushing outward on the exterior walls of the synagogue along Morris Street and 
Montgomery Avenue and the remaining building needed to be demolished immediately in the 
interest of public safety. Since the demolition, the staff suggested that the property owner apply 
to have the designation of the site rescinded because the resource has been lost but the owner 
has not submitted such an application to date. The application must be reviewed because the 
site remains designated, but there are no historic resources at the site for the Commission to 
protect. 
 
The application proposes to construct 14 townhouses on the empty lot. The Historical 
Commission and advisory Architectural Committee are charged with applying the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties to building permit applications. 
The Standards assert that new construction should be compatible with the site and its 
environment. Given that no historic resources exist at the site and that the site is not in a historic 
district listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places, there is no basis for the Historical 
Commission and Architectural Committee to assess the compatibility of the proposed new 
townhouses with the site and its environment. The Historical Commission should decline to 
review the application on its merits and simply approve it as submitted. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Construct 14 townhouses. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:  

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  
o The Historical Commission and Architectural Committee have no basis for judging 

the differentiation and compatibility of the townhouses with their site and environment 
because no historic resources have been identified at the site or in its environment.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.  

mailto:jon.farnham@phila.gov
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION: 

 
Inquirer, May 4, 1907 
 

 
G.W. Bromley and Co., Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1910. 
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Aerial photograph showing the site with the building intact, 2020. 
 

 
Aerial photograph showing the site cleared in 2022. 
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L&I photographs showing dome collapsed into the interior. 
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Cleared site at 3135-49 W. Montgomery Avenue in October 2021. 
 

 
Map with properties listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places shown in pink. 



C A N N O d e s i g n  
109  SOUTH  13TH   STREET  2nd  FLR  PHILADELPHIA  PA  19107 .  www.CANNODESIGN.COM .  215.977.7075 
 
February 2nd, 2023 
 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
 
RE: 3135 W. Montgomery Avenue 
 
 
Members of the Staff of the Philadelphia Historical Commission, 
 
 
Please find enclosed our proposal for the new construction of (14) single-family townhomes at 3135 
West Montgomery Avenue. The property owner is 3135-49 Montgomery Ave LLC.  
 
The site was formerly home to the Beth Israel Temple, built circa 1909 and designed by Frank Hahn. The 
structure was heavily damaged due to a collapse of its large signature dome. As a result of the collapse, 
the temple was approved to be demolished in 2019. The site is currently fully cleared and vacant.  
 
We are proposing the construction of (14) single-family townhomes on the site. The homes are to be (3) 
stories, with a single shared drive aisle and will each have a garage with space for (2) cars. We have 
received zoning approval for the project at this point in time, including the approval of variances to the 
dimensional standards of the zoning code, and the inclusion of roof access structures. These structures 
are provided for maintenance access only and would not be immediately visible from the immediate 
surrounding streets as they are pulled in from the lot lines and slope toward the center of the lot.  
 
In the design of the homes and particularly their primary facades, we have been sensitive to the material 
fabric of the adjacent homes in the neighborhood. We are proposing coursed cast stone at the ground 
floor, with limestone heads and sills, black window frames throughout and red brick at the upper floors. 
The cast stone creates a distinguished street presence and provides an aesthetic break on the facades 
that aligns with porch-line along the street. Note that these homes are built to the property line.  
 
We look forward to your review of our proposal.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carey Jackson Yonce 
Principal 
carey@cannodesign.com 



3135 WEST MONTGOMERY AVENUE

ZONING PERMITS IN HAND
(14) SINGLE FAMILY TOWNHOMES
(3) STORIES
(2) CAR PARKING PER HOME
SHARED DRIVE AISLE
PRIVATE REAR DECKS

CANNOdesign
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Location of site at the former location of the Beth Israel Temple. 
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Beth Israel Temple, prior to its 2019 demolition following a substanital roof collapse.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

The site in 2022 following the demolition of the Temple and clearing of the site. 
From the corner of North 32nd Street and Montgomery Avenue.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Montgomery Avenue, proposed site to the right, demonstrating scale and adjacent condition(s).
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

The cleared site in 2022 showing adjacent three-story single family residential buildings along both 
Montgomery Avenue and Morse Streets. Note that the temple was approximately (4) stories in height.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Approved site plan with parking at ground floor highlighted.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Ground floor plan.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Typical floor plan.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Section through homes, rear decks, and drive aisle.
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Approved zoning permit.

October 27, 2021

Per 14-701(1)(d)(.1), the City Planning Commission has
determined that:

__________________________is the primary street;

PHILADELPHIA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Applied Electronically by: DAVID FECTEAU

Opposite of ___________________Street is the rear; 

________________________Street is the rear street

October 27, 2021

Per 14-701(1)(d)(.1), the City Planning Commission has
determined that:

__________________________is the primary street;

PHILADELPHIA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Applied Electronically by: DAVID FECTEAU

Opposite of ___________________Street is the rear;

________________________Street is the rear street

For lots C through I:

For lots J through P:

W Montgomery Avenue

W Montgomery

not applicable

------

Morse Street

Morse

not applicable

APPROVED
FOR ZONING ONLY

WHEN YOUR PLANS CONTAIN ANY OMISSION, 
ERROR OR DEVIATION FROM THESE APPROVED 
PLANS IT WILL REQUIRE THE APPROVAL OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES & INSPECTIONS.

08/22/22

Applied Electronically by L&I User:



CANNOdesign
January 31st, 2023

Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Subdivided address listing and associated zoning permits for new construction.

Montgomery Avenue Townhomes:

3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT C)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT D)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT E)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT F)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT G)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT H)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT I)

Morse Street Townhomes:

3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT J)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT K)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT L)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT M)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT N)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT O)
3135 W. Montgomery Avenue (LOT P)

ZP-2022-009732
ZP-2022-009736
ZP-2022-009776
ZP-2022-009778
ZP-2022-009779
ZP-2022-009780
ZP-2022-009781

ZP-2022-009783
ZP-2022-009788
ZP-2022-009789
ZP-2022-009790
ZP-2022-009791
ZP-2022-009793
ZP-2022-009863
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Detailed elevation of Montgomery Avenue townhomes; intent is for Morse Street to match.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Detailed elevation of Montgomery Avenue townhomes; intent is for Morse Street to match.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Enlarged detail of individual home elevation.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Material palette

Red Brick, Smooth Finish Black window frames; at brick and at siding

Custom Cast Stone Cement Board Siding at Rear of Home(s), Night Gray Finish



CANNOdesign
January 31st, 2023

Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Proposed homes from Montgomery Avenue; note that the homes fronting Morse Street will be identical.
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Montgomery Avenue Townhomes

Proposed homes from the corner of Montgomery Avenue and North 32nd Street
















































