
Reference Code(s): 
International Building Code 

ICC A117.1 Accessibility Standard 

PB_012_FAQ  Page 1 of 31 
    
    

 

 

 

FAQ: 
What are the significant changes to the accessibility 

provisions of the 2021 International Codes? 
 

 

The Pa Uniform Construction Code requires enforcement of accessibility provisions 
established under the latest edition of the triennial codes.  The PA Department of 
Labor and Industry is required to promulgate regulations to update accessibility by 
December 31 of the year of issuance of a new code. 
 
This document includes a summary of significant changes to the 2021 International 
Building Code (IBC) and referenced 2017 ICC- A117.1 standard. This document also 
provides further information for the identified code changes.  
 
Disclaimer: This document shall be utilized as guidance only. The design professional 
is responsible to review the provisions of the International Codes, associated 
referenced Standards, and the directives of the PA Department of Labor and Industry. 
The Department of Licenses and Inspections may only render a decision in response to 
a formal application for a construction permit or preliminary review.  
 
Summary of accessibility changes between the 2018 and 2021 IBC:  
(Items marked with an asterisk are identified as major code changes)  

Section 1009 (Accessible Means of Egress) 

• IBC Section 1009.2.1 – Elevators required* 
• IBC Section 1009.6.2 – Stairway or elevator access  

 
Chapter 11 (Accessibility) 

• IBC Section 1104.4 – Accessible route in multistory buildings and facilities* 
• IBC Section 1105.1.1 – Automatic doors* 
• Section 1107 – Motor vehicle related facilities 
• IBC Section 1108.5.2 and 1108.5.4 – Exceptions to Nursing Homes and Rehab. Facilities 
• IBC Section 1108.7.5 – Flood hazard areas 
• IBC Section 1110.2.2 – Water closets designed for assisted toileting 
• IBC Section 1110.6 – Bottle-filling stations 

 
Chapter 12 (interior Environment) 
NOTE: Provisions of this chapter only apply if PA UCC adopts these as “accessibility” provisions as they are not within Chapter 11 

• IBC Section 1207 – Enhanced classroom acoustics 
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Summary of changes between the 2009 and 2017 ICC A117.1 Accessibility Standard: 
(Items marked with an asterisk are identified as major code changes)  

Chapter 1 (Application and Administration) 

• ICC A117.1 Definition - Assembly area  
• ICC A117.1 Definition – Existing Building 

 
Chapter 3 (Building Blocks) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 304 – Circular turning space for powered wheelchairs* 
• ICC A117.1 Section 305.3 – Clear floor space for powered wheelchairs* 
• ICC A117.1 Section 309.1 – Operable parts 

 
Chapter 4 (Accessible Routes) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 402.2 – Components in accessible routes 
• ICC A117.1 Section 403 – Clearance requirements at turns within accessible route* 
• ICC A117.1 Section 404.1 – Manual doors, doorways and manual gates for security personnel 
• ICC A117.1 Table 404.2.3.3 and 404.2.3.3 – Maneuvering clearances 
• ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.6 – Door and gate hardware 
• ICC A117.1 Section 404.3 – Automatic door layout and design 
• ICC A117.1 Section 405.7.4 – Change in direction at ramps 
• ICC A117.1 Section 406 – Curb ramps and blended transitions* 
• ICC A117.1 Section 409.4.1 – Elevator car requirements for private resident elevators 
• ICC A117.1 Section 410.5.1 – Platform lift clear dimensions 

 
Chapter 5 (General Site and Building Elements) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 502.9 – Parallel parking spaces* 
• ICC A117.1 Section 503.3 – Access aisle width dimensions 
• ICC A117.1 Section 506 – Opening force of operable windows* 
• ICC A117.1 Section 507 – Accessible routes through parking 

 
Chapter 6 (Plumbing Elements and Facilities) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 604.5.2 – Grab bar dimensions and locations 
• ICC A117.1 Section 604.9.3 – Door requirements for wheelchair accessible toilet compartments 
• ICC A117.1 Section 606.2 – Lavatory clear floor space 
• ICC A117.1 Section 608.2.1.2 – Clear floor space for transfer type showers 

 
Chapter 7 (Communication Elements and Features) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 703.5 – Pictogram limits 
• ICC A117.1 Section 705 – Depth and width of detectable warnings 

 
 

Return Home 
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Chapter 8 (Special Rooms and Spaces) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 802 – Depth dimensions for wheelchair spaces in assembly areas 
• ICC A117.1 Section 808 – Enhanced acoustics for classrooms 

 
Chapter 9 (Furnishings and Equipment) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 904 – Sales and service counter and window dimensions 
 
Chapter 11 (Dwelling Units and Sleeping Units) 

• ICC A117.1 Section 1102.13 – Operable windows in Accessible Units 
• ICC A117.1 Section 1102.15.4 – Wheelchair charging area 
• ICC A117.1 Section 1104.1 – Clear floor space dimensions for Type B units 
• ICC A117.1 Section 1104.11.3.1.3.3 – Shower compartment dimensions for Type B units 
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Summary of changes between the 2018 and 2021 IBC: 
 
Section 1009 (Accessible Means of Egress) 

 

• 2021 IBC Section 1009.2.1 amended to include “occupied roofs” within the limits of when an elevator is required as 
part of an accessible means of egress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• 2021 IBC Section 1009.6.2 Exception added to exclude “areas of refuge” requirements from stairways with at grade 

access to an exterior exit door. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Chapter 11 (Accessibility) 

 
• IBC  Section 1104.4 Exception# 1 was updated to more clearly exclude buildings with required accessible dwelling 

units from the exception.  This has the effect of clarifying that only Exception# 2 was intended to be used for an 
exception for accessible route between stories for buildings containing dwelling units.  Exception# 2 continues to 
state that an entire floor may be exempt from an accessible route, regardless of area, if every space on the story is 
exempt from containing accessible spaces and features per Section 1108 (i.e. Accessible, Type A and Type B units) 
and 1109 (assembly areas, performance areas, etc.). 
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• IBC Section 1105.1.1 was updated regarding public entrances to require higher occupancy Group A, B and M spaces 

to provide a minimum “full power operated” or “low-energy power operated” accessible entrances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• NEW IBC Section 1107 added to clarify accessibility of electric vehicle (EV) charging states.  Additionally, text added to 

clarify that all fuel dispensing facilities are required to be accessible.  The latter was already being enforced by the 
Department because it was not explicitly exempt, but this section now clarifies it is mandatory and has no exceptions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 2021 IBC Section 1108.5.2 and 1108.5.4 Exceptions (previously 2018 IBC Sections 1107.5.2 and 1107.5.4) added for 
Group I-2 “Nursing homes” and “Rehab. Facilities” to exempt fully accessible water closets and bathing rooms if at 
least 90% of each is considered “assisted” type function. 
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• 2021 IBC Section 1108.7.5 (previously 2018 IBC Section 1107.7.5) changed to clarify the scoping and changed the 

subsection title to apply to all buildings within the special flood hazard area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• NEW 2021 IBC Section 1110.2.2 added for the design of all elements necessary for an “assisted” water closet or 
bathing room. In general, the dimensional requirements within the space are larger to allow for assistance during 
use.  Additionally, toilet “swing up” grab bars are mandatory; sidewall and rear wall grab bars may still be permitted 
but swing up grab bars are required. 
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• NEW 2021 IBC Section 1110.6 added to clarify that “bottle-filling stations” are required to be accessible with an 
exception for combination drinking fountain/bottle filling fixtures. 
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Chapter 12 (Interior Environment) 
NOTE: Provision of this chapter only apply if PA UCC adopts these as “accessibility” provisions as they are not within Chapter 11. 
 

• NEW IBC Section 1207 added to require “enhanced” acoustics for classrooms that are smaller than 20,000 cubic feet 
in volume – conditions of ICC A117.1 Accessibility Standard regarding “reverberation rates” regulate interior design. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of changes between the 2009 and 2017 ICC A117.1 Accessibility Standard: 
 
Chapter 1 (Application and Administration) 
 

• NEW ICC A117.1 definition for “assembly area” added: 
 
 
 
 

• NEW ICC A117.1 definition for “existing building” added to clarify the applicability of the increased turning space and 
clear space dimensions. 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 3 (Building Blocks) 
 

• ICC A117.1 Section 304 significantly amended to increase turning space requirements to accommodate powered 
wheelchairs with associated increased in dimensions alongside clarification of “new” vs “existing” building 
applications. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 305.3 amended to increase size of clear floor spaces to accommodate powered wheelchair and 
added provisions separating sizes required between “new” and “existing” buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• ICC A117.1 Section 309.1 amended to clarify exceptions to which operable parts are not required to be within reach 

ranges or be provided with a clear floor space. 
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Chapter 4 (Accessible Routes) 
 

• ICC A117.1 Section 402.2 amended to include “gates” within accessible route components. 
 

 
 
  

• ICC A117.1 Section 403 amended to increase the clearance requirements at turns within an accessible route including 
increased approach lengths within a turn.  Additionally, requirements are separated between “existing” and “new” 
buildings. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 404.1 amended to clarify the exceptions regarding manual doors that are security personnel 
related doors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• ICC A117.1 Table 404.2.3.2 and 404.2.3.3 amended to increase “front approach” “push side” maneuvering clearance 
dimension when measured “perpendicular to doorway”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• ICC A117.1 Section 404.2.6 amended to add operating force limits for door hardware – this is separate from that 
required to initiate operation of the door leaf. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 404.3 amended to add requirements to automatic door layout and design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• ICC A117.1 Section 405.7.4 amended to make requirement of text match image regarding changes in direction at 
ramp. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 406 significantly amended to update the requirements for curb ramps and other sidewalk 
related accessibility.  Brand new provisions regarding non-flared side provisions for standard curb ramps.  
Additionally, new provisions for “parallel” curb ramps also provided allowing for more restricted sidewalks to 
accommodate curb ramps within the full width of the circulation path.  Lastly, scoping of detectable warnings 
were clarified and turned into a list format for ease. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 409.4.1 amended to increase minimum inside car dimensions for private resident elevators with 
distinction made between “new” and “existing” buildings. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 410.5.1 amended to increase platform lift clear dimensions for “new” buildings while retaining 

previous dimensions for “existing” buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chapter 5 (General Site and Building Elements) 

 

• NEW ICC A117.1 Section 502.9 added to allow for “on-street” accessible parking for both “parallel” and 
“perpendicular” approach and reduced sidewalk widths.  Additional provisions also provided for accessible EV 
charging stations. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 503.3 amended to increase “access aisle” width dimensions with separate requirements for “new” 
and “existing” buildings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 506 significantly amended to limit opening force of operable windows.  Where the room is 
provided with an emergency escape and rescue opening such opening must be the window that complies with these 
provisions.  To note, only the windows within “Accessible” dwelling or sleeping units must comply with these new 
provisions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• NEW ICC A117.1 Section 507 added to mandate “physical separation” between accessible routes and vehicular 
traffic within parking garages.   
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Chapter 6 (Plumbing Elements and Facilities) 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 604.5.1 and 604.5.2 amended to clarify grab bar dimensions and locations for rear and sidewall 
placement at water closet compartments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• ICC A117.1 Section 604.9.3 amended to clarify door requirements for wheelchair accessible toilet compartments. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 606.2 amended to revise lavatory clear floor space requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• ICC A117.1 Section 608.2.1.2 amended to require increased clear floor space for transfer type showers based on the 
general increase in clear floor spaces identified in Chapter 3.  Additionally, separations between “new” and “existing” 
buildings are provided for the increased clear floor space dimensions. 
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Chapter 7 (Communication Elements and Features) 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 703.5 amended to add “glare” and “contrast” limits for pictograms. 

 

 

 

 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 705 amended to change significant technical details and scoping for “detectable warnings” 
including listing of where required and applying detectable warning requirements for newer conditions added to 
the standard (i.e. parallel curb ramps, etc.). 
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Chapter 8 (Special Rooms and Spaces) 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 802 amended regarding “assembly areas” to increase the depth dimensions for wheelchair 
spaces by requiring increased depths in “new” buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• NEW ICC A117.1 Section 808 added to regulate acoustics in “classrooms” where required by the adopted building 

code (see 2021 IBC Section 1207 for scoping).  This is a significant change attempt to regulate the “reverberation 
rate” within a classroom based on either analytical or prescriptive methods.  This “rate” is affected by the material 
selection of the finishes and base construction services (i.e. padded panes vs solid CMU walls, etc.). 
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Chapter 9 (Furnishings and Equipment) 
 

• ICC A117.1 Section 904 amended to further specify the dimensional requirements for “sales and service counters 
and windows.”  Additionally, height limits on the “vertical obstruction” (i.e. wall) between the service counter and 
the person providing the service have been introduced – this will have the effect of ensuring service windows do not 
have their lowest opening dimensions too high above the counter. 
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Chapter 11 (Dwelling Units and Sleeping Units) 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 1102.13 amended to require operable windows in Accessible Units to comply with the ICC A117.1 
Section 506 requirements for maximum opening force and other operable window requirements. 

 
 
 
 

 

• NEW ICC A117.1 Section 1102.15.4 added to require that a “wheelchair charging area” be provided in bedrooms of 
“Accessible” units. 
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• ICC A117.1 Section 1104.1 amended to maintain the 2009 ICC A117.1 “clear floor space” dimensions for “Type B” 
units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• ICC A117.1 Section 1104.11.3.1.3.3 amended regarding “Type B” unit shower compartments to allow for exceptions 
to the minimum size. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
   Questions? 

Call 311 or (215) 686-8686 (if outside Philadelphia) or submit an online form via http://www.phila.gov/li/get-help. 

Disclaimer: 

This interpretation, policy or code application is intended to provide guidance to staff for consistency of review and is subject to change without 
notice. Application of this interpretation, policy or code application to specific projects may vary. There may be other ways to comply with the 
Code. If so, you are not required to use this method. You may want to investigate other options or consult with a professional identifying an 
equally code compliant solution. 

Return Home 

http://www.phila.gov/li/get-help
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