
ADDRESS: 1106 CHESTNUT ST 
Name of Resource: John Davis Co., Furrier 
Proposed Action: Rescission 
Property Owner: Joseph Nadav 
Applicant: Roger F. Perry, Esq. 
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to rescind the designation of the property at 1106 Chestnut Street. 
The property was individually designated in 1986 for its unique Art Deco façade that featured 
glass and metal panels above a commercial storefront (Figure 1). At the time of designation, the 
design of the façade was wrongly attributed to architect Markham Asberry and wrongly dated to 
1933 (Figure 2). The Historical Commission recently confirmed that the façade was constructed 
by architect George W. Neff for the John Davis Co., Furrier in 1939. 
 

  
Figure 1. The Art Deco façade at 1106 Chestnut Street, c. 1986 and 2014. 



 
Figure 2. Committee on Historic Designation meeting minute on 1106 Chestnut Street, March 14, 1986. 

On April 13, 2014, the Department of Licenses and Inspections inspected the building and 
deemed the Art Deco front façade unsafe because panels were loose, falling, and hazardous. 
The property owner’s contractor, William Proud Masonry, removed all of the panels comprising 
the façade. The property owner claims that an inspector from the Department of Licenses and 
Inspections ordered the removal of the Art Deco facade. On April 22, 2014, after the panels had 
been removed, the Department of Licenses and Inspections issued Violation 426369, stating 
that only unsafe and loose façade materials were to be removed and that the Historical 
Commission’s approval was required for the replacement of the panels (Figure 3). The violation 
was later closed. 
 

 
Figure 3. Detail from Violation 426369, issued by the Department of Licenses and Inspections on April 22, 
2014. 

In 2016 and 2017, the staff of the Historical Commission approved two permit applications to 
restore the facade. The scope of work on both applications included the repointing and repair of 
the back-up brick façade and the installation of new and salvaged glass and metal panels to 



restore the Art Deco appearance. The staff conditioned the application with a requirement that 
the work was to have been completed within 12 months. The work was not undertaken. 
 
In 2017, the Department of Licenses and Inspections issued a second violation, Violation 
596406, this time for failing to complete the approved work within 12 months (Figure 4). A 
former Historical Commission staff member requested the violation on June 5, 2017. In January 
2020, the City initiated an enforcement case against the property owner, Case ID 200100767, 
for the newer violation. 
 

 
Figure 4. Detail from Violation 596406, issued by the Department of Licenses and Inspections in 2017. 

In July 2021, the Historical Commission reviewed and denied an application proposing to 
legalize the removal of the panels and repair the brick wall that was exposed with the removal of 
the panels. 
 
The Court of Common Pleas held a hearing on the enforcement case on July 27, 2022 and 
found that the property owner had been issued a violation, that the violation had not been 
appealed, and that the permits had not been obtained or the work undertaken to correct the 
violation. The court ordered the property owner resolve the matter with the Historical 
Commission, through the rescission of the designation of the property, the legalization of the 
removal of the façade materials through the financial hardship process, or the permitting and 
repair of the Art Deco façade. To comply with the court order, the property owner is seeking to 
rescind the designation. 
 
The rescission application argues that the Art Deco façade was removed because it was not 
structurally sound and posed a safety hazard, that the façade was removed pursuant to a 
directive from the Department of Licenses and Inspections, that any new façade will not be 
historically significant, and that the extant brick façade is not capable of supporting a new 
reproduction Art Deco façade. 
 
As the record from the 1986 designation makes clear, the property was designated solely for its 
Art Deco façade. While the building behind the façade may have historical significance, it cannot 
be protected under the current designation for reasons other than supporting the Art Deco 
facade. However, a new nomination could be submitted proposing to designate it for reasons 
other than the Art Deco facade. 



Section 5.14.b.1.a of the Historical Commission’s Rules and Regulations indicates that the 
Commission “may rescind the designation of a building … and remove its entry or entries from 
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places if … the qualities that caused its original entry have 
been lost or destroyed.” In this case, the quality that caused the designation, the glass and 
metal Art Deco façade, has been clearly lost and destroyed. However, the question remains 
whether the property owner has an obligation to replicate the Art Deco façade. If the owner does 
have an obligation, then the designation should not be rescinded. If the owner does not, 
because the Department of Licenses and Inspections ordered the removal in an unqualified 
manner, or for some other reason, then perhaps the designation could be appropriately 
rescinded. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: This rescission request does not raise questions about historical or 
architectural significance and therefore is beyond the Committee on Historic Designation’s 
purview. The property was solely designated for the Art Deco façade and that façade has clearly 
been removed. The staff recommends that the Committee on Historic Designation decline to 
offer a recommendation for approval or denial of the request and leave the questions of fact and 
law to the Historical Commission. 
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