
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR 
156 W. SCHOOL HOUSE LANE 



June 28, 2022

Dr. Jonathan Farnhan
Philadelphia Historical Commission
One Parkway, 13th Floor
1515 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19102

Re:  Letter of support - Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (PSD)

Dear Dr. Farnham,

I am pleased to write this letter of support for PSD as they look to better develop their campus and further
support Deaf and hard of hearing children.

Greetings from The Beverly School for the Deaf, also known as The Children’s Center for Communication
(or CCCBSD).  www. cccbsd.org.   Our institution has been located in Beverly, Massachusetts for the past
146 years.  We have served the communities of Massachusetts and New Hampshire on our campus as
both a day and residential school since 1876.  Due to a shift in parental preference, our dorm closed in
2004 and a 90 year old building was razed as we shifted to better support disabled Deaf children.

During the past 12 years we have created a campus that is 100% accessible for all students and have
incorporated innovative technology like universal design (UD) and universal design for learning (UDL).
Given the broad needs of our students - physically modifying or constructing a setting unique from our
historic past has not only been a must, it has been legally required.

Our schools may look different from their original design but the educational culture is still, today, focused
on Deaf or hard of hearing children.  We respect and value our past while recognizing the education and
therapeutic needs of children will continue to evolve.

School design has changed - from educational technology to student safety - places like PSD and
CCCBSD are no different from other public or private schools.  At our school there was initial opposition
from the community to demolish our dormitory arguing it was part of the fabric of the neighborhood.  After
inviting our neighbors and community leaders into the school they quickly understood that the memories of
ivy growing up an outdated inaccessible dormitory were incomparable to the needs of our students.

Schools for the Deaf have played an integral role in our communities.  I am confident that PSD is
committed to both the history and the future of the neighborhood.

Dr. Mark Carlson
President/CEO
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August 22, 2022 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
c/o Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
Re: 156 W. School House Lane, Philadelphia, PA 
 
Dear Dr. Farnham and Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission,  
 
We are writing to express our opposition to the request to demolish the above-referenced 
property, as part of a request for financial hardship submitted by the Pennsylvania School 
for the Deaf (PSD). As we expressed at the time of the property’s designation, we have 
great respect for the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf and its mission. We do not wish to 
alienate a public-serving institution such as PSD. 
 
However, we do not feel the applicants have made the argument that the subject property 
– per the language of the historic preservation ordinance - “cannot be used for any 
purpose for which it is or may be reasonably adapted,” nor, that “sale of the property is 
impracticable, that commercial rental cannot provide a reasonable rate of return, and that 
other potential uses of the property are foreclosed.” As is alluded to in the PHC staff 
summary, prior to PSD’s acquisition of the property, a multi-family residential 
conversion was proposed by a different prospective buyer in 2019.  
 
In fact, the market for multi-family apartments in Philadelphia is well-known to be quite 
strong at present, suggesting that conversion of this building into such a use could well 
result in its restoration and long-term preservation. Granting the school’s request for 
financial hardship would surely foreclose this possibility and result in the demolition of 
this historically designated structure. 
 
The school has perhaps presented a reasonable argument that the property cannot be 
reasonably adapted to meet its own programmatic needs. However, that does not 
demonstrate that the subject property cannot meet any programmatic needs.  
 
However, until it is more thoroughly demonstrated that the subject property has no viable 
reuse, regardless of the owner or tenant, the request for financial hardship should be 
denied. The school knowingly acquired this property while a nomination was pending 
before the Philadelphia Historical Commission. As such, the school knowingly assumed 
the risk that the building might soon fall under the full protective jurisdiction of the 
Historical Commission and its ordinance, which it in fact did. 
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Again, we are not unsympathetic to the school, the community it serves, or its needs. But 
it is nonetheless our mission to advocate for the effective stewardship of historic 
properties, particularly those such as 156 W. School House Lane, which has been found 
to have sufficient merit to be listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places, and 
for which a convincing case has not yet been made that there is no conceivable potential 
for reuse.  
 
As a result, we recommend that the Committee on Financial Hardship render a “no” vote 
in response to the application before them. 
 
I thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul Steinke 
Executive Director 
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Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph. D. 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
Historical Commission 
 

One Parkway, 13th Floor 
1515 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 

June 30, 2022 
 

Our Case for Support 

For more than 200 years, Pennsylvania School for the Deaf has fulfilled an educational mission of profound value, 
opening worlds of discovery and possibility to Deaf and hard-of-hearing students. As one of the nationally 
recognized leaders in the field of Deaf Education, PSD is not only one of the oldest institutions of its kind in the 
United States, but also a pioneer in innovative best practices. At the School, we immerse students in a language-
rich environment and embrace the model of bilingual education, in which American Sign Language (ASL) and 
English are recognized and taught as distinct and equally essential languages. 

In 1984, PSD purchased its current home – nine-acre and the 5th campus, the former Germantown Academy 
Campus, and completely renovated it while preserving its unique historic character. Our nine-acre campus is in 
many ways ideal. Ancient trees shade lovely and historic stone buildings, and many of the educational spaces 
within these buildings support the school’s program effectively. Many of the buildings on PSD’s Germantown 
campus have a rich history. Some date back to the Revolutionary War times when the school was used as a hospital 
during the Battle of Germantown. During the Yellow Fever epidemic in Philadelphia in 1792, both the 
Pennsylvania State Assembly and the U.S. Congress took refuge in PSD’s buildings. President George 
Washington also set up a temporary office in our Administration Building and held cabinet meetings there. 

PSD serves students from Philadelphia and 32 surrounding districts. Our students are highly diverse in terms of 
ability and background, and the school supports each with an individual educational plan. More than 80 percent 
of our students live below the Federal poverty threshold, meaning that the entire student body qualifies for free 
breakfast and lunch. 

In addition to our Pre-K, Elementary School, Middle School, and High School divisions, PSD serves young 
children from birth to age 3 through a home- and center-based Early Intervention program and offers a growing 
Transition Program for students preparing to enter the workforce after graduating. From toddler play groups to 



 

in-home support and ASL instruction for parents of Deaf children, PSD seeks to meet families wherever they are 
in their educational journeys. 

PSD welcomes students into a learning environment that is joyous, enriching, and empowering. On our campus, 
Deaf and hard-of-hearing children find a community of people like themselves and have the constant opportunity 
to communicate directly with those around them. Here, teachers and school leaders sign—meaning students can 
interact directly, without need of an interpreter. And that is only the start. Our school nurse, our cafeteria workers, 
our bus drivers, and many of our security guards are all proficient in ASL as well. 

Children communicate directly with faculty, classmates and peers in class, on the playground, and during sports. 
They see—and stage—Deaf performances and encounter the richness of Deaf culture. They are surrounded by 
role models who are themselves Deaf—both adults and older students. All this means they have the chance to 
develop depth and maturity in ASL that they couldn’t match in a district school. Even more important, it means 
they experience a sense of belonging and affirmation rather than one of isolation. 

People describe PSD as feeling like a family. Students here are seen, known, and cared for. Teachers, school 
leaders, and staff are deeply dedicated to the school’s mission and to the young people in their care. And they are 
inspired in their work by a sense of hopeful expectation. They know all students are capable of growing and 
achieving when they are guided, nurtured, and challenged. They know every individual has strengths and the 
ability to contribute to improving their community and the world. 

In 2018, PSD purchased another 1-acre property – 156 West School House Lane – which is right next to our 
campus. This property has a non-descript building in poor condition, which if demolished, would allow PSD to 
make the campus safer by removing drive aisles from the center of campus. The building located on the property 
does not work for any of PSD’s stated needs without a large financial investment.  If PSD were to simply convert 
the building to office space, it would still be a financial investment, and PSD does not have a need for additional 
office space. PSD purchased the property with the intention to construct a new Student Activity Center, a building 
that will enhance the experience of PSD students in multiple ways. The property will also allow us to include new 
regulation athletic fields and enable PSD to connect the lower and upper schools. Our comprehensive campus 
plan places the new Student Activity Center strategically between the school’s gymnasium and Early Childhood 
Center. This will create a bridge between the east side of campus, home to our youngest students, and the west 
side, where all the other major buildings are sited, allowing more frequent interaction between children of all 
ages. This placement will frame the playing field of the middle campus as a central quad, with pedestrian traffic 
flowing naturally around it. Vehicular traffic will be shifted away from the center of campus with the relocation 
of the school’s parking lot, making circulation patterns much safer for our students.   

The new building, a hub for curricular and extracurricular activity, will also house an auditorium and performance 
space, a dining commons and kitchen, and flexible common areas for gatherings of many kinds, both planned and 
informal. It is also envisioned to house a technology/media center, space for PSD’s Transition Program, and 
supporting facilities such as an off-stage dressing area, a conference room, a faculty work room.   

While designs for the building are still taking shape, the intent is clear. This will be a place of community, where 
students of all ages will come together and share meals together prepared in an appropriately equipped kitchen, 
and where events central to the life of the school can take place, from ASL Poetry and plays produced by our 



 

excellent drama department to our graduation each spring. (Currently, performances, art shows, book fairs, and 
more take place in the gym, meaning that for weeks at a time, that facility is unavailable for its intended use; and 
graduation must be held at a site off-campus.)   

The new building will also welcome members of the wider community to PSD and provide space for parents and 
family members to spend more time at the school. This is a critical goal as we seek to strengthen partnerships 
with parents as co-educators of their Deaf and hard-of-hearing children.   

Because the experience of community is so essential to our students and their growing sense of self, this facility 
is even more important than it might at first seem—or than it might be on another campus. To witness young 
children transfixed as they watch high schoolers perform in a work of Deaf theater is to have a sense of the 
powerful connections this building will make possible every day. 

The Student Activity Center will be designed following Deaf Space guidelines and best practices. For instance, 
interior spaces and walkways will be scaled to allow plenty of room between people for signing, and lines of sight 
will be carefully planned and maximized with ample use of glass and lighting that enhances visual-gestural 
communication. The building will also be equipped with the latest in adaptive technology to make performances 
and events optimally accessible. This will be the first all-school building that PSD will have the chance to design 
and build rather than inherit, and we intend to make the most of this opportunity. 

With this, we are seeking your support in writing a letter or provide a testimony for the demolition of the building 
sitting on that one-acre property as “demolition necessary in the public interest” and a “financial hardship” to 
PSD. For PSD to provide students with a safe campus and regulation athletic fields, similar to peer schools, PSD 
should be allowed to demolish this building.   

Our plans are ambitious, but with good reason. We are absolutely committed to our students’ wellbeing and 
success—and to creating the campus environment needed for both. We ask you to join us in making this important 
and exciting venture a resounding success. As teachers and students know, and as a team of planning consultants 
confirmed through a comprehensive study of the campus, certain features in terms of facilities are creating 
limitations in the opportunities available to students. The new Student Activity Center we plan to construct will 
address the most significant of these. 

Your support will also allow Pennsylvania School for the Deaf to move forward with plans that will have a positive 
impact on the experience of our students for many years to come. Together, we are writing the first major chapter 
in the story of our school’s third century, and we are making a bold statement regarding the school’s aspirations 
and determination, too. 

 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Jodi Falk 
Executive Director 
St. Francis de Sales School for the Deaf 



SoLo/Germantown Civic Association (RCO) 
Southwest Central Lower Germantown 

CLEAN GREEN SAFE 
Wayne Ave Merchant Association (WAM) 

Registered Community Organization (RCO)  
   A Weiss BC Organizer 215 843 5555 awfromhh4@gmail.com 

August 19, 2022 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch St. 
Phila., PA 191 
Attn:  Jon Farnham, Executive Director Jon.Farnham@phila.gov 
 
Re:  Against Hardship/Demolition156 School House Lane 
 
 
Dear Dr. Jon Farnham: 
 
We fully supported the nomination of 156 W School House Lane, submitted by Penn Knox 
Neighborhood Assoc. January 24, 2019. At the time it was owned by Teen Challenge.  We followed and 
participated in the process until it was accepted to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places March 
12, 2021. We now oppose its demolition.  
 
Boxwood as it is also known, built 1897,  has been a landmark on School House Lane for generations. 
It is important to our historic community.  A striking example of an artistic colonial home by 
Philadelphia/Germantown architect Mantle Fielding. For well over 100 years it has stood in its 
prominent location on a well traveled road, one of the oldest in our community of Germantown. 
 
The property was purchased July 18, 2019. The owner well aware of the significance and condtion.  
They were aware of the nomination and its responsibilites.  There was no objection. It is our 
understanding there were other buyers interested in this property at the time.  The current owner must 
provide the stewardship they understood at the time of purchase.  They/we must ensure this property is 
preserved or find another who will.  We find evidenced by recent sales there are many buyers interested 
in historic propeties. This must be explored. 
 
We have the opportunity now to ensure this building is protected and remains in tact for future  
generations.  Once it is gone it is gone. Let’s not let this happen adjacent to 100-52 W School House Ln 
Germantown Academy, Main Building and Headmasters' Houses 1760 on the register 6/26/1956 and 
across from 107 W School House Ln James Matthew House on the register 8/7/1980. This block is 
important highly visible and is mostly an intact wonderful historic old street known as W Schoolhouse 
Lane. 
 
156 School House Lane/Boxwood deserves the protection accorded to properties listed on the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  It does not warrant demolition while there may be a buyer. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Allison Weiss/Pam Bracey 
BC/Organizers 
 
cc:  preservation <preservation@phila.gov>, Kim Chantry <Kim.Chantry@phila.gov>, 
Laura.dipasquale laura.dipasquale@phila.gov, Shannon Garrison <Shannon.Garrison@phila.gov>, 
Meredith Keller meredith.keller@phila.gov, Allyson Mehley allyson.mehley@phila.gov, Megan 
Schmitt megan.schmitt@phila.gov 
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August 8, 2022

I am writing to provide my unequivocal support of Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (PSD) in its
request to proceed with the demolition of the building on their campus, located at 156 West
School House Lane, for the intentions of building an accessible and equitable Student Activity
Center for their entire campus body.

PSD has been successful for more than 200 years in creating a welcoming environment for all.
The Learning Center for the Deaf in Framingham, Massachusetts, shares PSD’s vision to be a
leader in Deaf education and advocacy. The broader Deaf and hard of hearing community has
long fought, and continues to fight, for equitable education, access to information and a culture
of acceptance, rather than navigating a world of isolation and discrimination.

In a nation that spans nearly four million square miles, there are so few places where deaf youth
can freely be themselves – immersed in a language- and culture-rich environment. Schools like
PSD are essential, and the opportunity to continue its growth for student enrichment, including
its carefully proposed Student Activity Center, are fully in the best interest of not just the school,
but of the public’s interest.

With many buildings and architectural nods to Pennsylvania’s rich history on its campus, PSD
has clearly demonstrated their appreciation and dedication to preserving its historical presence,
while expanding opportunities for students from Pre-K through Grade 12. The proposed Student
Activity Center will be a place of community, where students of all ages will come together, and
where events central to the life of the school can take place. This bridge between all ages and
diversities is critical to the academic, emotional and behavioral growth of our youth. To provide
students with a safe campus space, similar to peer schools, PSD should be allowed to demolish
the proposed building on West School House Lane.

In solidarity,

Sarah Glenn-Smith, MBA, PhD
Chief Executive Officer
The Learning Center for the Deaf

The Learning Center for the Deaf | 848 Central Street, Framingham, MA 01701
VP: (508) 283-7684 | Ph: (508) 879-5110 | TLCDeaf.org
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Reinhart W. Struzyna R.A. 
6611 Wissahickon Avenue. 
Philadelphia, Penna.  19119 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARCHITECTURE    PLANNING    INTERIORS    GRAPHICS    FURNISHINGS     (215) 266 6289                                   

 
August 22, 2022 
 
Re: Hardship application for demolition of 156 W. School House Lane 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Penn-Knox community in opposition to the hardship application requesting 
the demolition of 156 School House Lane (a historically designated property) by the Pennsylvania School 
for the Deaf (PSD).  I am part owner of the Fairfax Apartments on the corner of West School House Lane 
and Wayne Avenue – diagonally across from the subject property and am keenly aware of the value that 
the many historic properties on this block of School house Lane bring to the neighborhood.  
 
In order to meet the standards of historic preservation, the applicant must prove that 
 

• The demolition is necessary in the public interest and/or 
• The building cannot be used for any purpose for which it is or may be reasonably adapted 

In essence, the application pits the public interest in maintaining and enhancing the historic property for 
the benefit of the neighborhood versus the public interest in enhancing the educational experiences 
provided by PSD. In its application, PSD maintains that renovation of the subject property for reuse for 
any number of vaguely defined purposes would be too costly given its limited budget and that demolition 
is the only option for providing enhanced site utility for playgrounds, parking and traffic patterns that 
would improve safety and utility for its students.  
 
While PSD has provided one estimate for renovation, it is not clear what function for the building is being 
contemplated and what the cost of new construction for similar space would be. These issues need to be 
clarified in order to make an assessment as to whether the building “cannot be used for any purpose for 
which it is or may reasonably be adapted.” PSD indicates that the most reasonable use would be for office 
space, which it says it does not need. It has failed, however, to consider whether its current office space 
may be adapted for more academically beneficial uses (or sold if off campus) if the subject property were 
to be repurposed as office space. 
 
Also, in reviewing the proposed site plan A  prepared by DRA, it is clear that the rear portion of the 
subject property could be used for parking to enhance the safety and utility of the campus while the 
original structure could be subdivided and sold to a third party to renovate as a single family home at 
much more reasonable cost than PSD’s estimate, should there be no financially reasonable use it can 
make of the house. 
 
Until these avenues are explored, the claim of financial hardship cannot be accepted because the 
standards for allowing demolition have not been met. The value of this historically designated property to 
the public interest of the neighborhood is too great to allow vague claims of financial hardship to prevail. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Reinhart Struzyna 
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Boxwood - 156 W. School House Lane Financial Hardship demolition - architectural
committee Aug 23, 2022; Hardship committee August 25, 2022.

irwin trauss.com <irwin@trauss.com>
Mon 8/22/2022 11:57 AM

To: Jon Farnham <Jon.Farnham@phila.gov>

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

 
 
 
Dear Mr. Farnham:
 
Please include the following comments in opposi�on to the applica�on of the Pennsylvania School or the Deaf for
a permit to demolish the above referenced property which has been designated as historic based on a purported
“hardship.”  These comments are being somewhat horridly prepared because I have only recently learned of the
hardship applica�on, thought the Penn Knox Neighbors have been proponents of oreservng the property for over
three years.   I write for my self as the resident of the property directly cross the street from 156 W. School House
Lane and on behalf of PKNA.  I was the co-chair of PKNA when we encouraged PSD to relocate to our community
in 1983 and 1984, a� a �me when the leadership of the organiza�on actually had a commitment to maintaining
and being the stewards of the historic site that they moved to.
 
Please note, the informa�on in the applica�on to demolish the building that remains on the property is
somewhat out of date.   Since PSD bought 156 all the all the buildings on the property , other than the main
house, have been demolished.  PDS is currently using about ½ of the property behind the main house to park
school busses.  Beyond that the property is just a field.   I am sending you under separate cover some current
pictures of the property including the main building.
 
I am also sending a pictures is of the 8 ½ “ by x 11”  no�ce of the demoli�on applica�on that is posted on a apart
of the fence on the far right side of the property, far from the entrance gate on which the no trespassing signs and
other no�ces are prominently posted.  This no�ce seems insufficient and seems to have been posted in manner
that was designed to hide PSD’s applica�on to destroy the property.
 
It is, I believe, noteworthy that PSD claims it needs a regula�on size soccer field.  This is noteworthy, because PSD
had a full size soccer field which it reduced in size may years ago to create addi�onal parking.  This was long
before PSD bought 156 and was done in viola�on of an agreement PSD entered into with Penn Knox
Neighborhood Associa�on when they first occupied the site to maintain the field and the open space and to not
create addi�onal parking spaces at the expense of the open space.   Also, as a result of the removal of the
buildings behind the main house. PDS now has enough room, it appears to re-create, a full size  soccer field and to
have addi�onal parking without removing the historic structure on 156.  It is significant that PSD did not view a
regula�on soccer filed as central to its mission in the past, but felt addi�onal parking trumped the need for a field.
 
As reflected in the applica�on for demoli�on, the nomina�on for historic designa�on had been submi�ed before
PSD purchased the property.  PSD was aware of the applica�on and I believe there is evidence PSD led the
leadership of Penn Knox at the �me to believe that PSD was suppor�ve of the community’s desire to preserve the
historic main building.  
 
Re adap�ve reuse of the property, the party that had entered into an agreement of sale to purchase the property
from Teen Challenge prior to PSD purchasing the property had plans to maintain and restore the main house and
to convert it into four or five residen�al units.  PKNA had no quibble with that.  We opposed the project, because
the developer also wanted to build in the neighborhood of 50 units behind the main building, which we believed
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was too dense a project.   In contrast, PSD, I believe led the leaders of PKNA to believe its interest in 156 was
mostly in the lot behind the main house.   There was also a group of neighbors who were preparing to create an
en�ty to purchase the property to restore it for residen�al use, when it was sold without adver�sement to PSD
and without opportunity for the concerned neighbors to submit a bid.
 
The approx. $3.5 million PSD says it will take to restore the property for any purpose, seems to be a meaningless
number given that it is provided in a vacuum. PSD provides no figure for what it will cost to demolish the building
and to build new.   Similarly, they say that they could not incorporate the building into a new larger dining hall
without building an addi�on, but PSD gives no figures for what it would cost to do so as compared to the cost of
demoli�on and building an en�rely new structure.  Also, in their cost comparison,  PSD do not take into account at
all the environmental benefits, including the reduced carbon footprint of reuse of the exis�ng building compared
to demoli�on and building new – with materials that will likely not last as long as those that are already there.
 PSD refused to give PKNA access to the building to have engineers hired by PKNA assess what it would cost to
stabilize the building.  The Commission should have its own engineers examine the building because PSD’s figures
seem ques�onable.
 
PSD has not really explained why the building cannot be retrofi�ed for classes.  The spaces in the main building
are likely more conducive to such reuse than where the spaces in the four historic buildings which PSD preserved
and reused when they first moved to the property.   At bo�om, it seems PSD just don’t feel like being saddled
with another historic structure, which of course raises the ques�on of why they bought a building that was slated
for historic designa�on and which they knew they were prohibited from demolishing.  In 1984 PSD spent over $7
million dollars, about $20,000,000.00 in today’s dollars to reuse the exis�ng historic properies.  It was consistent
with PSD’s mission then, they have provided with no explana�on as to why it is not part of their mission to spent
propor�onately the same amount of funds now, or why the funding would not be available to do so.
 
PSD’s claim that they need the addi�onal space to provide an adequate educa�on for their students rings hollow
given that they have been in the space without 156 for approximately 38 years, during which �me they claim to
have provided exemplary educa�ons to the deaf and hearing impaired students in their charge.  It is difficult to
see how that status quo would be diminished if they sold the property, likely for a price that was higher than what
they paid for it, to an en�ty that was willing to rehab, preserve and reuse the property in a manner consistent
with the residen�al character of the neighborhood.  At the very least they must be required to do so, if they can’t
come up with a plan for the adap�ve reuse of the property.
 
Please let me know if you have any ques�ons.   I will be sending photos under separate cover.
 
Irwin
Irwin Trauss
165 W. School House Lane
Philadelphia. PA 19144
215 370 1969
215 438 6210 (land line)
215 848 8255 (fax)
 
 
 

From: Oscar Beisert <oscar.beisert@gmail.com> 
Date: Sunday, August 21, 2022 at 6:36 PM 
To: George�e Bartell <geobartell@gmail.com>, "irwin@trauss.com" <irwin@trauss.com>, Margaret
Manzer <margaretmanzer@gmail.com>, Sue Pa�erson <suepa�erson1@gmail.com> 
Cc: Alison Weiss <awfromhh5@gmail.com>, "J.M. Duffin" <jmduffin@comcast.net>, Aaron Wunsch
<aaronwunsch@gmail.com>, Amy Lambert <lamma@design.upenn.edu> 
Subject: Boxwood - Financial Hardship Applica�on Informa�on, Process and etc.
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Hello all: 
 
A�ached please find everything I have on the Boxwood case, as well as links to the hardship applica�on, the
mee�ng agendas for next week, the original nomina�on form, the city's preserva�on ordinance, the PHC rules
and regula�ons, etc. I have also included the specific sec�ons of both the ordinance and rules and regs that
discuss the hardship process. I have provided this to Conor Corcoran, a poten�al legal representa�ve for our
case, since he is being introduced to this process at the 11th hour. I am not sure who the lawyer will be but
regardless it will be helpful to have all of this in one document. If anyone has addi�ons to this document, please
let me know--or simply make the addi�ons and resend to the group. Please feel free to add others to the group,
though a tac�cal approach would be appreciated. 
 
We should probably have a strategy call tomorrow night if everyone is available. I will also create a very short
version of this that we can use to solicit public support with a sample "email of opposi�on" to send to the
commission via email. 
 
Thanks again to George�e and Irwin for their efforts to save this property, as well as PKNA. 
 
Cheers,
Oscar
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