
ADDRESS: 234 AND 240 HERMITAGE ST  
Name of Resource: Holy Family Church, formerly Church of the Holy Family 
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Nominator: Celeste Morello 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 

OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the properties at 234 and 240 Hermitage 
Street, today known as Holy Family Church, formerly known as the Church of the Holy Family, 
and associated rectory, convent and school buildings, and list them on the Philadelphia Register 
of Historic Places.  

Under Criterion D, the nomination contends that the church building is designed in the “seldom-
seen ‘German Romanesque’” style of architecture. Under Criterion E, the nomination argues 
that the buildings are significant for their associations to “award-winning, pioneering and 
nationally-known” architects Patrick C. Keely, Thomas P. Lonsdale, and George I. Lovatt. Under 
Criterion H, the nomination argues that the complex is majestically positioned on a “summit 
overlooking the rooftops of the residences nearby,” making it a familiar site within the 
neighborhood. The nomination claims that the site is also significant under Criterion F, that it 
“contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship that represent a significant 
innovation”; however, no specific argument is presented. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
properties at 234 and 240 Hermitage Street satisfy Criteria D, E and H, but not Criterion F. 
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Boundary Description (PHC Staff Supplemented) 

 

 

 

The combined boundary description for the properties at 234 and 240 Hermitage Street is as follows: 

Beginning at a point approximately 96 feet west of the northwest corner of Fowler and Hermitage 

Streets; thence West along Hermitage Street approximately 236 feet; thence North approximately 162 

feet; thence East approximately 37 feet; thence North approximately 257 feet; thence East 

approximately 212 feet; thence South approximately 428 feet to the point of beginning. 
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