CHRISTIAN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Proposed Action: Designation

Property Owner: Various

Nominator: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia
Number of Properties: 154

Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate a historic district that consists of 154
properties on Christian Street between S. Broad Street and S. 20™ Street in the Graduate Hospital
neighborhood of Philadelphia. The nomination contends that the Christian Street Historic District
is significant under Criteria for Designation A, C, and J. The period of significance begins in 1860
and ends in 1945, recognizing three different phases in the area’s development. Beginning in
1860 through about 1900, this was a predominantly Irish neighborhood known as St. Charles
Parish. The row houses constructed in the early period of the neighborhood'’s development
between 1860 and 1890 reflect the environment in an era characterized by two distinct
architectural styles: the Italianate and the Néo-Grec styles, satisfying Criterion C. The
neighborhood underwent demographic transition between 1900 and 1910, and was associated
with Philadelphia’s Black elite until about 1945. Christian Street was both a residential
neighborhood for Black professionals and a streetcar thoroughfare lined with prominent Black
institutions, including churches, a public school, a Y.M.C.A., a post office, fraternal and political
club houses, a hair salon, and a pharmacy, all there to serve the immediate community, satisfying
Criterion J. The individuals who lived and worked here included prominent Black pastors, doctors,
teachers, architects, contractors, pharmacists, politicians, small business owners, a postal
superintendent, and a funeral director, satisfying Criterion A. This nomination is a direct result of
public concern about demolitions in 2020 on Christian Street west of Broad Street. City Council
passed demolition moratorium legislation in 2021 which allowed for the Preservation Alliance and
South of South Neighbors Association to collaborate on the nomination.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the
Christian Street Historic District satisfies Criteria for Designation A, C, and J.



NOMINATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM (CD, EMAIL, FLASH DRIVE)
ELECTRONIC FILES SHOULD BE WORD OR WORD COMPATIBLE

1. NAME OF HISTORIC DISTRICT (CURRENT/HISTORIC)
Christian Street Historic District

2. LOCATION

Please attach a map of Philadelphia locating the historic district.

Councilmanic District(s): 2

3. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please attach a written description and map of the district boundaries.

4. DESCRIPTION
Please attach a written description and photographs of the built and natural environments/ characteristic

streetscape of the district.

5. INVENTORY
Please attach an inventory of the district with an entry for every property. All street addresses must coincide
with official Office of Property Assessment addresses.

Total number of properties in district: 154

Count buildings with multiple units as one.

Number of properties already on Register/percentage of total: 2 | 1%
Number of significant properties/percentage of total: 16, 10%
Number of contributing properties/percentage of total: 122/ 79%

Number of non-contributing properties/percentage of total: 16, 10%

6. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies.

Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1860 to 1945




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic district satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):
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(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

7. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Please attach a bibliography.

8. NOMINATOR

OrganizationPreservation Alliance for Greater Phila. DateFebruary 1, 2022
Name with TitleKevin Block; Adrian Trevisan EmailPatrick@preservationallaince.com
Street Address 1608 Walnut St., Suite 1702 Telephone215-546-1146 x5

City, State, and Postal CodePhiladelphia, PA 19103

NominatorDis is not the property owner.

PHC UsSE ONLY

Date of Receipt:February 1, 2022

v

Date of Preliminary Eligibility:

Correct-Complete Incorrect-Incomplete Date: April 6, 2022

Date of Notice Issuance: April 7, 2022

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:

Date of Final Action:
|:|Designated |:|Rejected 12/7/18
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Author Biographies and Contact Information

Kevin Block, PhD, is an architectural and cultural historian based in Philadelphia. In addition to his academic
research, he has prepared several nominations for the Preservation Alliance as a consultant and is now
serving on the Steering Committee for the Young Friends of the Preservation Alliance. He received his
doctoral degree from the University of California, Berkeley and has taught most recently at Princeton
University.

Adrian Trevisan, MSHP, is an architectural historian based in Princeton, NJ. He has prepared nominations to
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places for the Preservation Alliance and other non-profits, and taught a
class for the Princeton Adult School on “The Development of Princeton, NJ, 1890-1910.” He has received
master’s degrees from the University of Pennsylvania and Johns Hopkins University.

The authors would like to thank the many advisors, experts, and community members who supported the
completion of project. All errors, omissions, and interpretations in the following nomination, however,
belong to the authors. To make a correction and/or provide feedback, please write to them at
kevinpblock@gmail.com and AThistpres@outlook.com, or through the Preservation Alliance
(info@preservationalliance.com).
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2. Location

The Christian Street Historic District is located along Christian Street in Philadelphia. The red line on the
map below indicates the location of the historic district within the City’s boundaries.

3. Boundary Description

The Christian Street Historic District covers a six-block stretch of Christian Street, running from the first
street addresses west of South Broad Street (1414 Christian St. on the south side, and 1427 Christian St.
on the north side) to 20" Street. The northern and southern boundary lines of the district are the rear
property lines of the buildings in the district that front on Christian, except in the case of 1414, 1426,
and 1428 Christian Street. See those inventory pages for explanation of boundaries.

The following criteria were used to classify the buildings on Christian Street between South Broad Street
and South 20" Street as significant, contributing, non-contributing, or excluded from the district:
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1. Contributing (“a” and either “b” or“c”)
a. Extant during the proposed district’s period of significance
b. Ifrenovated
i.  Visible street elevation retains at least 50% of original or refurbished
construction materials (e.g. brick facade) or architectural features (e.g. cornice)
(see example)
OR
ii. Visual or photographic evidence of material integrity beneath alterations
(restoration remains possible) (see example)
c. “Non-contributing” due to structural alteration (i.e. does not meet requirements of 1b),
but occupied by a notable individual* during the period of significance
2. Non-Contributing (either of thefollowing)
a. Does not meet requirements of 1b
b. Full demolition permit issued after the period of significance and building replaced with
new construction
3. Significant (any of the following)
a. “Contributing” property occupied by a notable individual* during the period of
significance
b. Already on national, or state registers of historic places, or having a state Historic
Marker
c. Prominent institutional building from the period
4. Excluded (either of the following)
a. Empty lot
b. Three or more adjacent “Non-Contributing” properties

* For the purposes of this nomination, a "notable individual" is someone whose significant
contributions to the social history under consideration has been recorded by the digital archives of
The Philadelphia Tribune and other historical newspapers. The authors have included biographical
information about these individuals to help provide a collective portrait of the neighborhood.



Example of 1.b.i: 1930-32 Christian Street is “Contributing” because the new brick fagcade occupies
less than 50% of the original fagade.

Example of 1.b.ii: The Permastone veneer at 1842 Christian Street has been attached to the original
facade rather than replacing it; the older fagade remains underneath.



Figure 1 Map of Christian Street Historic District.
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Figure 1b Map of Christian Street Historic District, 1600 and 1700 blocks.



Figure 1c Map of Christian Street Historic District, 1800 and 1900 blocks.
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4. Description of the Built Environment

The majority of buildings included within the six blocks of the proposed Christian Street Historic District are
three-story brick rowhouses, constructed between the 1860s and 1890s to house middle-class, first- and
second-generation Irish immigrants. In comparison with parallel streets to the north and south, Christian
Street is wider and has deeper sidewalks, providing more space for trees, planters, and front steps.

Most of the L-shaped houses are rows of four, six, or eight adjoining buildings, usually arranged in pairs to
allow the maximum amount of light to enter rear windows that open onto shared backyards. The street
facades of these buildings are often paired as well, repeated in an ABAB pattern. Front doors are set to one
side of the first story. Window placement for the first floor is offset to the front door; on the second and
third floors, windows are centered. Metal hinges at the corners of each window opening (used to attach
shutters) and a curved window frame header often distinguish original wooden window units from metal
replacements. These rows of buildings are tied together by a strong bracketed cornice running the length
of the top of the row, as well as shared stone water tables. The four-unit, red-brick row of 1428-1434
Christian Street is typical of the proposed district in terms of its plan and restrained Italianate style (Figure
3). In terms of plan, the four-unit row of 1609-1613 Christian Street (Figure 4) is also typical, although it
diverges from the norm in terms of style. The calligraphically incised stone lintels mark the row as Néo-
Grec, a more muted and, for some, “masculine” architectural style that grew in popularity during the late
nineteenth century as a reaction to the overwhelming popularity of the exuberant Italianate.

Figure 3. 1428-1434 (right to left) Christian Street. Note ABAB pattern, strong cornice, water table, and eyebrow
lintels. 1430 Christian (second from left) retains curved top windows (image by Google Maps).
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Figure 4. (L) An aerial image of the north side of the 1600 block of Christian Street shows the L-shaped plan of each
row and the typical ABAB pattern of arrangement (image by Google Earth). (R) 1625 Christian Street (Image by Adrian

Trevisan)

Although Christian Street is dominated stylistically by the Italianate, subtle distinctions between “high” and
“low” Italianate and presence of Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Art Deco buildings produce a dynamic
streetscape. Whereas basic Italianate rows have flat lintels and sills, High Italianate row houses include
distinguishing features such as eyebrow or jack arch lintels, brick corbelling, or the more elaborate kind of
moulded stone door surround that one can see at 1625 Christian Street (Figure 4). Queen Anne rows (e.g.
1418-1422 Christian Street) feature corbelled cornice lines rather than bracketed wooden cornices. The
Stanton Elementary School is Art Deco.

While the above description applies to the majority of the buildings which remain in or close to original
condition, many of the rowhouses in the proposed district have been modified by their owners in order to
make their home more modern or grander. 1511 Christian Street was likely an Italianate row house that
changed style with the addition of a Colonial Revival bay window. Another example of modification within
the period of significance includes 1840 Christian Street (Figure 5), which became High Italianate. The
property was owned by a physician, George Bayton, whose household included one of Black Philadelphia’s
few and wealthiest bankers, Andrew F. Stevens Jr. Comparison between 1840 Christian Street and its
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neighbors on either side shows that a wider front door and double windows were added to the first story,
an oriel was added to the second story, and triple windows replaced the original single-window pair on the
third story. All windows have decorative transoms, enclosed with either stained or carved glass. A
rusticated stone facing covers the basement story, in textural contrast to the smooth plastered brick above
it. A carved-wood bracketed cornice with finials tops the building.

Figure 5. 1840 Christian Street is one of the more outstanding examples of building modification for the purposes of
additional grandeur in the proposed district (photos by Adrian Trevisan).

Other examples of owner-modified properties include 1617 Christian Street, the home of Ambrose Gaddis,
and 1709 Christian Street, the home of Samuel Bythewood (Figure 6).! Gaddis distinguished his home from
those of his neighbors by replacing the red brick facade with yellow brick; by detailing window and door
openings with rounded, “bullnose brick”; using granite jack arch lintels instead of flat lintels; corbelling the
party walls; and by replacing the bracketed wood cornice with a swan’s neck pediment--a more exuberant,
classicizing gesture for the neighborhood. Bythewood’s home may have been an example of modification
through the steady accretion of differentiating elements. Bythewood, himself a carpenter, likely added to
his home the two-story bay, entrance portico, brick walkup, and finials whenever funds became available.

1 Gaddis is listed as owner of 1617 Christian Street in the 1920 Census, while the 1930 and 1940 censuses list two
other individuals living on site as renters. While the Census recorded Gaddis’s name as “Gaddie,” construction permits
at the Philadelphia City Archives, which Gaddis may have filled out, spell the name “Gaddis.”
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Figure 6. Examples of row house modification: (L) 1617 Christian Street, the home of Ambrose Gaddis; (C) 1709

Christian Street, the home of Samuel Bythewood. (R) 1700 Christian Street, the home and front-floor workplace of

William Allmond, is an example of a corner property that was mixed commercial-residential. Allmond, an undertaker,

ran his funeral home on the first floor and lived above it (images by Adrian Trevisan).

There is also evidence on Christian Street of more recent modifications. For example, owners of the pair at
1603 and 1605 Christian Street and the individual house at 1731 Christian Street appear to have replaced
the original building facades with unornamented stucco. Within the last ten to twenty years, the
thoroughfare has also become a site of significant redevelopment, with speculative real estate developers
buying rows (e.g. 1935-1945 Christian Street) or individual houses (e.g. 1835 Christian Street) in order to
replace them with modern townhouses, sometimes deviating significantly from the normal streetscape by
adding a curb-cut driveway and front garage.

While the row house is the dominant building type on Christian Street, the corner building is an important
second type. In the period of significance, William Allmond’s funeral home at 1700 Christian Street (Figure
6) and Howell’s Pharmacy at 1801 Christian Street are examples of corner stores. Today, these corner
properties are either mixed-use, with a commercial establishment on the first floor and residences above
(e.g. Christian Street Nails at 1531 Christian Street, Nunez Grocery at 1544 Christian Street), or purely
residential, such as 1601 Christian Street. Corner buildings tend to be of similar design to the residential
rows, although less ornamented. Post Office Station “D,” at 1747 Christian Street, was the only government
building in the proposed district. After Post Office Station “D” moved to a larger facility at the southeast
corner of 18th and Montrose streets around 1940, the original post office building at 1747 Christian was
used for a variety of commercial purposes until it became apartments in 2006.

Churches form the third significant building type on Christian Street and they are also located on corner
sites. In 1910, there were three churches in the six-block stretch from Broad to 20th streets: the Eighth
United Presbyterian Church at the northeast corner of 15th and Christian streets, the First African Baptist
Church at the southwest corner of 16th and Christian streets, and the Tabor Presbyterian Church at the
southwest corner of 18th and Christian. Additionally, just outside the proposed district, the 2000 block
contained the Church of the Holy Apostles and the Saint Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic Church.
Walking from Broad Street, the corner bell tower of Saint Charles helps to visually define the limit of the
proposed district. All three of the churches within the district have changed congregations since the end of
the period of significance. Eight United Presbyterian Church is now Ebenezer Seventh-Day Adventist
Church; the First African Baptist Church is now The Deacon, a boutique Airbnb hotel; and the Tabor
Presbyterian Church has been demolished and is now the site of new rowhouses.
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The last two non-residential buildings in the proposed district are the Edwin M. Stanton Elementary School
and the Christian Street YMCA. The Edwin M. Stanton Elementary School was originally erected in 1870. It
was replaced with the current Art Deco structure in 1925-26 as part of a building campaign that involved
the construction of five identical school buildings in various locations across the city. It still functions today
as a public elementary school. The Christian street YMCA was originally constructed in 1914. After a
renovation in 1941, it contained social and game rooms, a library, meeting rooms, staff offices, a
gymnasium, a swimming pool, basement locker rooms, a banquet hall, a ladies bathroom, and dormitories.
The current building was erected in 1973 and opened in 1974.
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5. Inventory

An inventory of the 154 properties included in the Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District can
be found here.



Christian Street Historic District inventory of addresses and classifications

1400 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1400 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1427 Christian St

Contributing

1414 Christian St

Contributing

1429 Christian St

Contributing

1416 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1431 Christian St

Contributing

1418 Christian St

Contributing

1433-37 Christian St

Significant

1420 Christian St

Significant

1422 Christian St

Contributing

1424 Christian St

Contributing

1426 Christian St

Contributing

1428 Christian St

Contributing

1430 Christian St

Contributing

1444 Christian St

Contributing

1500 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1500 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

822 S 15th St AKA 1501 Christian St

Contributing

1506 Christian St

Contributing

1503 Christian St

Contributing

1508 Christian St

Contributing

1509 Christian St Significant 1510 Christian St Contributing
1511 Christian St Contributing 1514 Christian St Contributing
1515 Christian St Significant 1516 Christian St Contributing
1517 Christian St Significant 1518 Christian St Contributing

1519 Christian St

Contributing

1520 Christian St

Contributing

1521 Christian St

Contributing

1524 Christian St

Contributing

1523 Christian St

Contributing

1526 Christian St

Contributing

1525 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1528 Christian St

Contributing

1527 Christian St

Contributing

1530 Christian St

Contributing

1529 Christian St

Contributing

1532 Christian St

Contributing

1531 Christian St

Contributing

1534 Christian St

Contributing

1533 Christian St

Contributing

1544 Christian St

Contributing

1535 Christian St

Contributing

1537 Christian St

Contributing

1600 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1600 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1601 Christian St

Contributing

1600-06 Christian St

Significant

1603 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1608 Christian St

Contributing

1605 Christian St

Significant

1610 Christian St

Contributing

1607 Christian St

Contributing

1612 Christian St

Contributing

1609 Christian St

Contributing

1614 Christian St

Contributing

1611 Christian St

Contributing

1620 Christian St

Significant

1613 Christian St

Contributing

1615 Christian St

Contributing

1617 Christian St

Contributing

1619 Christian St

Contributing

1621 Christian St

Contributing

1625 Christian St

Contributing

1629 Christian St

Contributing

1639 Christian St

Contributing

1641 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1643 Christian St

Contributing
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Christian Street Historic District inventory of addresses and classifications

1700 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1700 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1701 Christian St Significant 1700 Christian St Significant
1703 Christian St Contributing 1702 Christian St Contributing
1705 Christian St Significant 1704 Christian St Contributing

1707 Christian St

Contributing

1706 Christian St

Contributing

1709 Christian St

Contributing

1708 Christian St

Contributing

1719 Christian St

Contributing

1710 Christian St

Significant

1721 Christian St

Contributing

1723 Christian St

Contributing

1725 Christian St

Contributing

1727 Christian St

Contributing

1729 Christian St

Contributing

1731 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1733 Christian St

Significant

1735 Christian St

Contributing

1737 Christian St

Contributing

1739 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1741 Christian St

Contributing

1743 Christian St

Contributing

1745 Christian St

Contributing

1747 Christian St

Significant

1800 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1800 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1801 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1812 Christian St

Contributing

1803 Christian St

Contributing

1814 Christian St

Contributing

1805 Christian St

Contributing

1816 Christian St

Contributing

1807 Christian St

Contributing

1818 Christian St

Contributing

1809 Christian St

Contributing

1820 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1811 Christian St

Contributing

1822 Christian St

Contributing

1813 Christian St

Contributing

1830 Christian St

Contributing

1815 Christian St

Contributing

1832 Christian St

Contributing

1817 Christian St

Contributing

1834 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1819 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1836 Christian St

Contributing

1821 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1838 Christian St

Contributing

1823 Christian St

Contributing

1840 Christian St

Significant

1825 Christian St

Contributing

1842 Christian St

Contributing

1827 Christian St

Contributing

1844 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1829 Christian St

Contributing

1839 Christian St

Significant

1841 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1843 Christian St

Contributing

1845 Christian St

Contributing

1847 Christian St

Non-Contributing
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Christian Street Historic District inventory of addresses and classifications

1900 Block, North side (Odds)

Classification

1900 Block, South side (Evens)

Classification

1901 Christian St

Contributing

1906 Christian St

Contributing

1903 Christian St

Contributing

1908 Christian St

Contributing

1905 Christian St

Contributing

1914 Christian St

Contributing

1907 Christian St

Contributing

1916 Christian St

Contributing

1909 Christian St

Contributing

1918 Christian St

Contributing

1917 Christian St

Contributing

1920 Christian St

Contributing

1919 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1922 Christian St

Contributing

1921 Christian St

Non-Contributing

1924 Christian St

Contributing

1923 Christian St

Contributing

1926 Christian St

Contributing

1925 Christian St

Contributing

1928 Christian St

Contributing

1927 Christian St

Contributing

1930 Christian St

Contributing

1929 Christian St

Contributing

1932 Christian St

Contributing

1931 Christian St

Contributing

1942 Christian St

Contributing

1933 Christian St

Contributing

1947 Christian St

Contributing
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1427 Christian St OPA Number: 301167500

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Emanuel Ziegler (No Occupation), family, three lodgers (6 people, White)
1930 - Rented by four families (9 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by four families (9 people, Black)

References:

Physical Description

Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: stone lintels with keystones and stone
sills. First-floor stone sill course.

Non-historic/wood with metal screen

Stories: 3 Doors: door. segmental arch stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone foundation. Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations: Basement windows closed.
Primary Image see attached

Notes:

King of Prussia marble stoop

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1427 Christian St.
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Detail of Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, showing 1425-33 Christian St. in 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every

Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1425-33 Christian St. ”



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1429 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301167600

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Thomas Armstrong (Physician), family (5 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Alfonsia Lee (Hotel Waiter), wife (2 people, Black)

1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch

Style: Neo-Grec Windows: stone lintels with keystones and stone

sills. First-floor stone sill course.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood . Segmental arch stone

lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone foundation. Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Original cast iron basement window grate; King of Prussia marble stoop

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Detail of Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, showing 1425-33 Christian St. in 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every

Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1425-33 Christian St. y
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Address: 1431 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301167700

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - Owned by Leo Benjamin (Physician), wife, seven lodgers (9 people, Black)
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: stone lintels with keystones and stone
sills. First-floor stone sill course.
Original historic/paired wood doors and
frame. Bolection molding on the jamb of
the doorway suggests that this is likely
Stories: 3 Doors: the original doorway for this four-unit Neof
Grec row (compare to replacements
doorways at 1429 and 1427 Christian
and replacement door at 1433-37).
Segmental arch stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone foundation. Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached Historic Image
Notes:

One original cast iron basement window grate and original 3/2 window remain. King of Prussia marble stoop

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Detail of Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, showing 1425-33 Christian St. in 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every

Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1425-33 Christian St. .



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1433-37 Christian St OPA Number: 772102910

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: 8th United Presbyterian Church Year Built: 1883 (Church); ca 1865-1875 (house)
Current Name: Philadelphia Ebgnezer Seventh-day Associated Individual:
Adventist Church
Hist. Resource Type: Church Architect:
Historic Function: Church Builder:
Social History:

Rowhouse at 1433

1920 - Owned by Rebecca Russell (No Occupation), one boarder (2 people, White)

1930 - Owned by George Stockett (Garage Proprietor), wife, three renters (5 people, Black)

1940 - Rented by Hayton Faye (Cook), wife, One lodger, (3 people, Black)

Church:

The Eighth United congregation began at Fourth and Shippen (Bainbridge) Streets in 1768 as the First Associate/First United Church, and after several
moves and reorganizations, adopted the name Eighth United in 1862. It built and moved into the church on Christian St. in 1883. In 1918, it sold the
building and merged with the Fourth Reformed Church at Carlisle and Wharton.

References:

Hammond, Kenneth A., Historical Directory of Presbyterian Churches and Presbyteries of Greater Philadelphia, Presbyterian Historical Society, p 40-41

Physical Description

House: Non-historic/metal. Segmental
Style: The row house at 1433 is Neo-Grec. The Windows: arch stone lintels with keystones and
yie: church building is Gothic Revival. ) stone sills. First-floor stone sill course.

Basement windows closed.

House: Non-historic/wood door.
Segmental arch stone lintel. The
bolection molding on the jamb of the
doorway suggests that this is likely the

Stories: 3 Doors: e
original doorway (compare to
replacements at 1429 and 1427
Christian), although the door is a
replacement.
Bays: Other Materials: House:lStone founQatlon. Metal cornice.
King of Prussia marble stoop
Exterior Walls: Stone Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

OPA address is rowhouse and church

Physical Description for Church:

Style - Gothic Revival; Stories -2.5; Bays - 3; Exterior Walls - stone;

Windows - Stained glass clerestory windows, original wood; however some on 15th St. appear to have been modified to allow installation of air-
conditioning units;  Doors - original wood, with stained glass transom

Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Eighth Church, Corner Fifteenth and Christian Streets, 1895.
[From: The Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia : a camera and pen sketch of every
Presbyterian church and institution in the city. / William P. White and William H. Scott.
(Philadelphia : Allen, Lane and Scott), 1895, p. 254]. Presbyterian Historical Society.

1433-37 Christian St.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1414 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301184000

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to John Sheay (Undertaker), family (6 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Catherine Shea (Housekeeper), family (8 people, White)
1940 - Owned by Catherine Shea (No Occupation), family (7 people, White)

References:
Physical Description

Non-historic/metal with brick segmental

Style: Italianate Windows: arches and decorative stone keystones
and jambs.
Non-historic/wood with metal screen.
Stories: 3 Doors: Brick segmental arch and stone
keystones and jambs.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

see attached

Notes:

Brownstone stoop; stuccoed water table

Boundary cuts through parcel; building at rear fronting onto Montrose Street is not included in historic district boundary.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street Historic District Inventory

Address: 1416 Christian St OPA Number: 301184100

Individually Listed: Status: Replacement

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2018
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Charles Jones (Agent), family, One lodger (8 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Charles Jones (No Occupation), family, One lodger (7 people, White)
1940 - Owned by Elizabeth Sullivan (Widow, Saleslady), Jones family, One lodger (7 people, White)

References:
Physical Description
. " Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
Style: N/A - new construction Windows: and sills.
Stories: Doors: Non-historic/wood w/ transom.
Bays: Other Materials: Brick steps with stone treads.
Google Maps Streetview shows that this
Exterior Walls: Brick with stone belt course. Additions/Alterations: property was demolished except for
some joists in September 2018.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1418 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301184200

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Joseph Varallo (Notary Public), family (14 people, White)

1930 - No Census Record
1940 - Rented by 4 families (7 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. molded stone sill
course on first floor; flat stone lintels on
Style: Queen Anne Revival Windows: second and third floors. Stone eyebrow
lintels which were cleaned or replaced,
2014-16, (Google Street View).
. Non-historic/wood with decorative
Stories: 3 Doors:
surround.
Elaborate corbelled brick work beneath
Bays: 2 Other Materials: metal cornice, including dentils and
rosettes.
Exterior Walls: Brick, plastered basement. Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image See attached
Notes:
Brownstone stoop; stuccoed water table
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1420 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

881576220

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Bishop Josiah Caldwell

1920 - Rented to One Boarder, two lodgers (3 people, White)

1930 - Owned by Josiah Caldwell (Clergy), family (4 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Eliza Parker 12 lodgers (13 people, Black)
Josiah Caldwell came to Philadelphia in 1896 as pastor of the Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church at 1500 Lombard St., and in 1911 was elected Chairman of the
Board of Bishops of the church, leading that 400,000 national organization until his death in 1935. He was described as having “rare powers as an orator”
with a musical voice and personal magnetism. (See attached biography)

References:

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Physical Description

Queen Anne Revival

Windows:

Doors:

Other Materials:

Brick

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal. Formstone sill course
on first floor; flat stone lintels on second
and third floors. Formstone eyebrow
lintels.

Non-historic/wood with sidelight window.

Elaborate corbelled brick work beneath
metal cornice, including dentils and
rosettes.

Lack of a seam at the party walls
between 1418-1420 and 1420-1422
Christian Street and a shared cornice

line suggests the three houses were built

at the same time, although the brick
facade of 1420 appears to have been
cleaned and the door lintel replaced.

Formstone transverse stoop is an

addition
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1420 Christian St. — Josiah Caldwell (1862 — 1935)

Josiah Caldwell was born in Charlotte, North Carolina in 1862. After
attending Charlotte public school as a child, he attended Livingston College
in Salisbury, North Carolina, receiving a BD and DD. He joined the
pastorate of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in 1890, and was
assigned to ever-larger churches North Carolina, Virginia, and New York,
before arriving in Philadelphia in 1896.1

In Philadelphia, Caldwell was assigned to the Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church,
at 1500 Lombard St., a highly visible post, given to those with promise—by
1978 eleven of Welsey’s 38 pastors (almost one in three) had become
bishops. Having performed well, four years later he became financial
secretary of the national A.M.E. Zion Church organization—an opportunity
to learn how the church functioned. Not surprisingly, four years after that,
in 1904, he became one of twelve bishops, based St. Louis, Missouri, with
responsibility for the Middle and Western Episcopal District. Completing Bishop Josiah Caldwell, ca 1935
his meteoric rise, in 1911 he was elected Chairman of the Board of Bishops, (Phitadelphia Tribune)
and moved back to Philadelphia. In addition to his national leadership duties, he was also responsible
for churches in New York, Philadelphia, Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina.?

Caldwell had married in 1880. His wife, Ella, and their three children moved with him to his various
assignments. When they returned to Philadelphia in 1911, they moved to a house on South 15% St. and
remained there at least until 1916. In 1920, three white people lived in 1420 Christian St., Anna Viola
Brown, a 22-year old clerk; Lawrence Rushanoff, a 19-year old Russian Jew who worked as a driver; and
Olive Hinkley, a 25-year old New Yorker who worked as a stenographer. While Rushanoff and Hinkley
were lodgers, Brown was boarder, but no housekeeper or owner is listed in the Census. By 1930, as part
of the demographic change occurring on Christian St., Hinkley, Rushanoff, and Brown had moved, and
Bishop Caldwell had purchased the house for himself and his family.3

Bishop Caldwell was described as having “rare powers as an orator. Many joined the church under the
spell of his earnest flow spiritual words. His voice was musical and seemed to have magnetism which
captured the attention of his hearers.”* He spent much of his time on the road, visiting churches in his
district, both to oversee them and to preach. He also attended conferences, serving as the A.M.E. Zion’s
representative to three world ecumenical councils, where he had the opportunity to meet and work
with religious leaders of many denominations from around the globe. By 1923, the A.M.E. Zion church

1 “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” Indianapolis Recorder, April 13, 1935, 1.

2 “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” 1; “Given A Large Reception,” Philadelphia Tribune, December 23, 1916,
1; “Senior Bishop Dies in Philadelphia,” Pittsburgh Courier, April 13, 1935, 4; “Bishop Caldwell, 73 Yr Old Prelate,
Apoplexy Victim,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 11, 1935, 1.

3 Boyd’s Philadelphia Clty Directory - 1916 (Philadelphia, PA: C. E. Howe Co., 1916), 347; “1920 US Census,” n.d.,
District 0978 Image 20; “1930 US Census,” n.d., District 0113 Image 1.

4 “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” 1.
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counted more than 400,000 members; no doubt running an organization of this size required
exceptional managerial as well as religious ability from its senior leadership.”

In 1934, Ella Caldwell died unexpectedly, with newspapers ascribing the cause to indigestion. Slightly
more than a year later, Bishop Caldwell succumbed to a stroke, dying at home on a Sunday evening. His
three children and former parishioners at Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church were joined by his fellow bishops
for the ceremony. By the 1940 Census, the Caldwell house at 1420 Christian St. was rented to Eliza
Parker, who lived there with 12 lodgers.®

5 “Fleet St. A.M.E. Zion Church, Brooklyn,” The New York Age, October 9, 1920, 8; “100 Delegates Attend 109th A
M.E.Z. Meet,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 26, 1930, 2; “Bishop Caldwell, 73 Yr Old Prelate, Apoplexy Victim,” 1; E.O.
Watson, ed., Year Book of the Churches (New York, NY: The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America,
1923), 400.

6 “Indigestion Fatal To Mrs. Ella Caldwell,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 4, 1934, 1; “Bishop Caldwell, 73 Yr Old
Prelate, Apoplexy Victim,” 1; “Senior Bishop Dies in Philadelphia,” 4; “Noted Bishop Passes Away In The East,” 1;
“1940 US Census,” n.d., District 51-931 Image 8.
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1422 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

881576210

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Mary Baxter (No Occupation), family (5 people, White)
1930 - Rented by three families (7 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by Philip Moore (Truck Driver), family (3 people, Black)

References:

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Physical Description

Queen Anne Revival

Windows:

Doors:

Other Materials:

Brick

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal. Molded stone sill
course on first floor; flat stone lintels on
second and third floors. Stone eyebrow

lintels.

Non-historic/wood with infill.

Elaborate corbelled brick work beneath
metal cornice, including dentils and
rosettes.

Google Maps Street View shows that the
front windows and door of this house
were boarded in August 2009. By May
2011, the lintels and sills appear to have
been cleaned/stained, after which point
brick discoloration appears under the

sills.
Primary Image See attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1424 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301184610

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by two families, One Boarder, six lodgers (12 people, White)

1930 - No Census Record

1940 - Rented by Jessie Watkins (Teacher), One lodger (2 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Stone segmental
Style: Italianate Windows: arch lintels and flat stone sills. Shutter
hinges removed.
. ) Historic, not original/wood. Double doors.
Stories: 3 Doors: :
Stone segmental arch lintels.
2 Iron grates over basement windows.
Bays: Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with panels and
brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Front windows replaced May-June 2011

Primary Image

Notes:

See attached

(Google Maps Street View)

Original cast iron grates on basement windows remain.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1426 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301184700

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by John Mcvay (Publisher), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by John Mcvay (Bookshop Proprietor), family (3 people, White)
1940 - Owned by John Mcvay (Book Seller), family (3 people, White)

References:

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

ltalianate

Windows:

Doors:

2

Other Materials:

Brick, stone basement/water table.

See attached

Flat marble lintels and sills. Protruding
metal shutter hinges at the corners of
each window opening suggest that the
window units are original, although the
sashes may be replacements. Original
shutter dogs are visible on second story.

Flat stone lintel. The bolection molding of
the door jamb and above the transom
window, as well as the molded transom
bar, suggests that this is likely an original
doorway. The wood door itself, however,
may not be original.

Ornate wood cornice with brackets and
molded panels, possibly original.

Additions/Alterations:

Original bluestone paver sidewalk and boot scraper remain.
Boundary cuts through parcel; building at rear fronting onto Montrose Street is not included in historic district boundary.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21

46



KIM
Text Box
2

KIM
Text Box
Boundary cuts through parcel; building at rear fronting onto Montrose Street is not included in historic district boundary.


47

1426 Christian St.



Address:

Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1428 Christian St - select
buildings; see notes

OPA Number:

Status:

886700100

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by John Manning (Printer), wife (2 people, White)
1930 - Owned by John Manning (Printer), wife (2 people, White)
1940 - Owned by John Manning (Printer), wife (2 people, White)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Hlstgnc (but not on_gmal)/metal WI‘th flat
windows and painted marble sills.
Flat stone lintel. The bolection molding of
the door jamb and above the transom
window suggests that this is likely an
Stories: 3 Doors: original doorway. The transom bar,
however, looks to have been replaced
(compare to 1426 Christian). The door
itself is likely a replacement.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Ornate wood cornice W|t_h bra(?kgts and
molded panels, possibly original.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

See attached

OPA number for 1428 now includes 1432-1442 Christian St.

Designation only includes two buildings fronting onto Christian Street, with addresses marked as 1428 and 1432 Christian Street. See
next two pages of photographs. All other buildings contained within this tax parcel are excluded from the historic district boundaries.

Note: 1430 Christian Street is located in between these two buildings but is a separate parcel and is therefore included as a separate
inventory entry following this inventory listing.

Classification:

Contributing (1428 and 1432 only)

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1432 Christian St.
(included in OPA 1428 Christian St)
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1430 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301184900

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record

1930 - Rented to Josephine Fassett (Boarding House Proprietor), three lodgers (4 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Mamie Fullerton (Dietician), family (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with flatlmarble sills
and segmental arch lintels.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with stained glass
transom.
Ornate wood cornice with brackets and
Bays: 2 Other Materials: molded panels, possibly original. Metal
flashing.
Windows and doors replaced between
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: May 2014 and October 2016 (Google
Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1444 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

881576300

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: As Salaam Barbershop Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Barnet Roman (Cigar Manufacturer), family (7 people, White)
1930 - Rented to five families (10 people, Black)
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal, flat stone sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image See attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

822 South 15th St

OPA Number:

Status:

871539990

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
As Salaam Barbershop/Universal
Education Management Company / The Associated Individual:
Wellness of You Inc. / Mighty Writers
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Pocahontas Owen (Beauty Parlor Proprietor), family, four lodgers (7 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to Josephine Ashville (Stenographer) (1 Person, Black)
1940 - Rented to seven families (17 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: Italianate Windows: Non-historic/metal
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-hlsto_rlc/metal corner door. Possibly
historic/wood side door.

) . Dentiled wooden cornice with brackets.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Glass brick ribbon window.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Plastered first floor. Large kitchen

exhaust.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Includes 1501 Christian St. First floor completely rebuilt but 2nd and 3rd floors appear to be original
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1503 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301168300

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Robert Hill (Building Inspector), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Jetts Cox (Clergy), family (9 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by John Henry (Elevator Operator), family, three lodgers (6 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: Italianate Windows: Non-historic/metal
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Rusticated stone sill courses and belt
courses.
Non-historic/metal cornice. Brick facade
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: was repointed and cleaned sometime
around June 2014. (Google Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1509 Christian St OPA Number: 888303840, 888303842, 888303844

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual: Rev Charles Tindley
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Charles Tindley (Clergy), family, Rent to One family (8 people, Black)

1930 - Owned by Charles Tindley (Clergy), wife (two people, Black)

1940 - Rented by Samuel Tindley (foreman), wife (2 people, Black)

Called by his son, “The Prince of Colored Preachers,” Charles Tindley assumed the leadership of the Bainbridge Street Methodist Church in 1902 and
grew its congregation to thousands of member through his revolutionary use of music and radio. In the early 1920s he constructed the church at 762 S.
Broad which now bears the name “Tindley Temple.” (See attached biography)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-hlstorlc/yvood: Brick archway door
opening with keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Hlstorlc/p933|bly original wood cornice
with brackets, panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Glass block basement windows.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1509 Christian St. — Charles Albert Tindley (1851-1933)

Called by his son, “The Prince of Colored Preachers,”! Charles Albert
Tindley was born into slavery in Berlin, Maryland on the Eastern Shore
in 1851. His mother died when he was two, and his father “hired him
out” for various small jobs. Although slaves were often prohibited
from learning to read, Tindley became friends with a white boy who
helped him to learn to read using scraps of newspaper.?

Tindley married when he was seventeen, and moved to Philadelphia
where he worked as a hod carrier (brick carrier, bringing material to
bricklayers) while studying at night and volunteering at the Bainbridge
Street Methodist Church, first as janitor and then as unpaid sexton.
After several years of studying he was admitted to the Delaware Charles A. Tindley
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with the second (Charles L. Blockson Afro-American
highest score of those taking the exam with him. Not having the Collection, Temple University Libraries,
money or the time to attend university, he then supplemented this .

with correspondence courses in theology, Greek and Hebrew. In the following years he was assigned to
churches in New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, before finally being appointed to Ezion M.E. Church in
Wilmington, Delaware, where he stayed for five years.?

In 1902, having developed the reputation of being a "tall, lanky, silver-tongued pulpit orator,"* he was
assigned to the Bainbridge Street Methodist Church in Philadelphia, where his career had begun.
According to an account by his son, “This church was located on Bainbridge Street below Twelfth, and
was only a store-front building with a congregation numbering between thirty-five and forty.”®
Preceding pastors had been college-educated, but had been unable to make the church grow.®

Under Tindley’s direction, in the space of a few years the congregation outgrew the store-front. In 1905
he decided to purchase a white church seating 600 in a prominent location on Broad Street, having to
overcome strong opposition from church leadership to do so. The congregation continued to grow, and
although a gallery seating an additional 200 was added, the congregation soon outgrew this building as
well. After purchasing a large lot adjacent to the church (762 S. Broad St.), Tindley hired the
architectural firm Ballinger & Company to design a large church seating thousands. Under the name
Calvary Methodist, this church was constructed between 1923 and 1928, and when completed stood as
a monument to African American achievement. In 1924, the church was renamed Tindley Temple
United Methodist Church.”

LElbert T. Tindley, The Prince of Colored Preachers: The Remarkable Story of Charles Albert Tindley (Wilmore, KY:
First Fruits Press, 2016), 1.

2 Tindley, 7; Emily Cooperman, “National Register of Historic Places Registration Form - Tindley Temple United
Methodist Church” (National Park Service, November 20, 2010), 10.

3 Tindley, The Prince of Colored Preachers: The Remarkable Story of Charles Albert Tindley, 10-11; Cooperman,
“National Register of Historic Places Registration Form - Tindley Temple United Methodist Church,” 11.

4 Tindley, The Prince of Colored Preachers: The Remarkable Story of Charles Albert Tindley, 16.

5 Tindley, 17.

6 Tindley, 17.

7 Cooperman, “National Register of Historic Places Registration Form - Tindley Temple United Methodist Church,”
18-19; Tindley, The Prince of Colored Preachers: The Remarkable Story of Charles Albert Tindley, 17-20; Matthew
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As his congregation grew, Tindley also rose to national prominence because of his preaching and his
popularization of gospel music that he had composed. Widespread distribution of his hymns was
assisted by the formation of the Paradise Publishing Company around 1916, and many are still sung
today. Among his most famous are “I'll Overcome Someday” (believed to be the source of the civil
rights anthem, “We Shall Overcome”), “Go Wash in the Beautiful Stream,” "(Take Your Burden to the
Lord and) Leave It There," "Stand by Me," and “We’ll Understand it Better By and By.” He also pioneered
the use of radio to broadcast church services. The combination of preaching, gospel music and radio
broadcast resulted in Tindley’s congregation growing to over 10,000 members at the time of his death in
1933 —one of the largest in the United States, and a far cry from the thirty-five to forty he had inherited
thirty years earlier. This put him at the pinnacle of Philadelphia’s black elite, consulted by politicians and
social activists alike.?

In addition to his work in the church, Tindley was active in social activities. Among others, in 1912 he
founded the Second Emancipation League, a non-denominational organization that endorsed women's
suffrage and aimed to improve the lives of black women in the greater Philadelphia area. In 1930, as the
Great Depression continued to rage, he joined Rev. William Harrod of the First African Baptist Church
(see 1839 Christian St.) on Mayor Harry Mackey’s “Committee of Nine.” Mackey asked them to “learn
the dire needs of the Negro and in turn co-operate with a committee of one hundred which the Mayor
has working on the relief of the unemployed.”® Six months Tindley hosted a public meeting at Tindley
Temple, attended by the Mayor and his wife, at which the committee presented its initial findings.°

Somewhere between 1911 and 1920 Tindley and his family moved from a rowhouse at 1908 Bainbridge
St. to a larger rowhouse at 1509 Christian St. The reason for this move is not known. The Tindleys’ 1910
Census record has not been found, but the 1920 record shows Charles and his wife Anna living with their
three daughters, Mary Turner (widowed), Emma (single), Mabel Duncan (divorced); two grandchildren,
Albert and Loretta Duncan; and their son, Nathaniel. If Mary, Mabel, and the two grandchildren had
recently moved back home, the Tindleys’ may simply have needed more space. By 1930 all of the
children had moved out, leaving only Charles Tindley and his second wife, Jennie (Anna having died
during construction of the new church) at 1509 Christian St.*!

In 1933 Tindley walked into Frederick Douglass Memorial Hospital complaining of pain in his foot.
Examination revealed an infection which had turned gangrenous. Despite attempts at treatment, the
infection spread, leading to the death of the 82 year old minister on July 26, 1933. Despite record-
breaking heat, 4,200 people attended funeral services inside Tindley Temple, while an additional crowd

S. Hopper, “From Refuge To Strength: The Rise Of The African American Church In Philadelphia, 1787-1949”
(Philadelphia, PA: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia, 1998), 36-37.

8 Hopper, “From Refuge To Strength: The Rise Of The African American Church In Philadelphia, 1787-1949,” 37;
Robert Gregg, Sparks from the Anvil of Oppression: Philadelphia’s African Methodists and Southern Migrants, 1890-
1940 (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 1933), 70,; Cooperman, “National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form - Tindley Temple United Methodist Church,” 11-12.

% Joseph H. Rainey, “25,000 Negroes Unemployed With 10,000 Additional Underemployed,” Philadelphia Tribune,
November 20, 1930, 1.

10 Hopper, “From Refuge To Strength: The Rise Of The African American Church In Philadelphia, 1787-1949,” 31;
Rainey, “25,000 Negroes Unemployed With 10,000 Additional Underemployed,” 1.

11 philadelphia City Directory - 1911 (Philadelphia, PA, 1911), 1866; “1910 US Census,” n.d.; “1920 US Census,” n.d.
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estimated to number 5,000 stood outside on Broad Street, blocking traffic and requiring 100 policemen
to manage the crowd and traffic. The day before nearly 20,000 had passed before the bier.?

Usually for the times, Tindley’s death was noted in white newspapers across the country, with the Public
Ledger going so far as to call him “a great man.”*? In the words of the black Philadelphia Tribune (which
perhaps say as much about Tindley’s colleagues as they do about him):

Charles A. Tindley, despite the fact that he made money (might have mode more If he had
chosen) and had the good will of the people to whom money is a bauble, kept his feet on the
ground. No liveried chauffeur drove him to his church. No veritable chariot done the finest
mohair was parked in front of his home; rather, he walked up Rosewood street in the rear of his
church to preach some of the greatest sermons yet heard by human ears, and like the humblest
of the humble in that street he walked again home. It was never hard to reach Philadelphia’s
first minister. He was never occupied with pseudo "conferences" designed to impress people
with his importance. In the sanctity or his home he received the meek, the lowly, the important
and the high in the same manner....and above all, he talked the language of each.*

More Information:

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/71993811
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=10098&context=firstfruitsbooks
https://www.preservationalliance.com/files/aachurches.pdf

12 Joseph Baker, “Rev. Charles A. Tindley Dead,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 27, 1933, 1; Joseph Baker, “12,000 Brave
Sun As City Pays Tribute To Dr. Chas. Tindley,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 3, 1933, 1.

13 “Dailies Join Negro Press In Praising Charles A. Tindley,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 3, 1933, 1.

14 Baker, “12,000 Brave Sun As City Pays Tribute To Dr. Chas. Tindley,” 1.
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1511 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301168510

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to five families (13 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Ambrose Gaddy (Real Estate Proprietor), family (7 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Ambrose Gatty (Real Estate Manager), family (4 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description

Style: Colonial Revival (due to bay window) Windows: First floor: flat stone sills

Bolection molding on jamb and molded
Stories: 3 Doors: transom bar suggests historic doorway

with non-historic/replacement door

Bays: Other Materials:

Bay window 2nd & 3rd floors. Exterior
Exterior Walls: Tapestry brick Additions/Alterations: painted circa June 2014 (Google Street

View)

Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Bay window added 1928 (Building Permit)
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1515 Christian St OPA Number: 301168520
Individually Listed: 2/2/1984 Status: Extant
Historical Data
Historic Name: Julian B. Abele Residence Year Built: 1869-1870
Current Name: Associated Individual: Julian B. Abele
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder: John B. Brown, Silas H. Emery

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Julian Abele (Architect) (see Biography), family (5 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Julian Abele (Architect), family (6 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Julian Abele (Architect), family (5 people, White) [sic]

References:
Physical Description
Protruding metal shutter hinges at the
corner of each window opening suggest
Style: ltalianate Windows: original window units. Wood window
sashes may also be original. Flat stone
lintels and sills.
Bolection molding of door jamb and
Stories: 3 Doors: molded Fransom bar §uggest original
door unit, although six-panel molded
door is non-historic/replacement.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with panels and brackets.
Stone basement.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Significant.

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1517 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301168530

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Frederick Massiah

1920 - Rented to two families (8 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Annie Males (No Occupation), family, two lodgers (6 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Annie Males (No Occupation), family, two lodgers (7 people, Black)
Frederick McDonald Massiah (1930 and 1940 Census) was a contractor who, beginning with an elliptical tower constructed of reinforced concrete for the
Ascension of Our Lord, constructed many notable buildings in Philadelphia and on the east coast. In 1928 he received the second place award for the
William E. Harmon Foundation Award for Distinguished Achievement Among Negroes, causing “Colored Philadelphia [to throw] out its chest with pride”

(See attached biography)

References:
Physical Description
Protruding metal shutter hinges at the
corner of each window opening suggest
Style: ltalianate Windows: original window units. Replacement
window sashes. Segmental arch stone
lintels and flat sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-h|stor|c/wood|.inStZ?mentaI arch stone
Wood cornice with panels and brackets.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Stone basement with decorative iron
window grates.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Significant

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1517 Christian St. — Frederick Massiah (1886-1975)

Frederick McDonald Massiah was born in the Barbados and moved to
Philadelphia in 1904 or 1905. He returned to Barbados in 1909 and
described himself as a mason when he returned in 1910. In the 1910
Census he described himself as a plasterer.?

He studied at the University of Pennsylvania and at Drexel and by 1920
was working as a contractor. His first notable work was an elliptical
concrete dome on the Roman Catholic Ascension of Our Lord church in
Kensington in 1925. According to an article in the Philadelphia Tribune,
church officials wanted the church to stand out, to be different. They
wanted a tower of poured concrete. The German architect had
designed an elliptical tower and “it was pointed out [to the officials]
that the construction of an elliptical tower constructed of reinforced
concrete was practically an impossible feat.” They insisted. “The Irish

Frederick Massiah
contractor recalled some unique work he had seen done by a (The Encyclopedia of the African and

reinforced concrete engineer, one Frederick Massiah by name. He was African American Experience)
a Negro, but he believed, he informed the officials, that if anyone could do the work they wanted it was
this man.”?

Massiah’s success with this tower led to numerous other contracts including a 16-story addition to the
Finance Building in West Penn Square, an addition to the Majestic Hotel, a 6-story apartment building
several public and parochial school buildings, 18 swimming pools at the Philadelphia Zoological Gardens,
and underground tunnel connecting all of the buildings in Independence Square, and the Browning,
King, and Co building. Massiah was awarded all of these projects in competitive bids against
competitors from Philadelphia, New York and Chicago. Reflecting this success, in 1928 “Colored
Philadelphia threw out its chest with pride”3 when Massiah was recognized by the William E. Harmon
Foundation Award for Distinguished Achievement Among Negroes, receiving second place award for the
“Industry, Including Business” category in this national-wide competition.*

The financial benefit that came with this success allowed Massiah to move to 1517 Christian St. where
he rented a room from Annie Mailes, the 42 year old black woman who owned the house. Among the
other lodgers were Mailes’ brother Thomas (an usher at a theater), her cousin Joseph Williams (a
messenger at a bank), her brother-in-law Harry Richardson (a servant at a hotel), and another lodger,
Edwin Scotty (a steel-fitter). Shortly before the census was conducted, Massiah attended a reception
and banquet given for Marian Anderson after her October 11 recital at the Academy of Music. Also in

1 Joseph-James Ahern, “University of Pennsylvania Finding Aid - Frederick and Edith L. Massiah Papers,” October
31, 2013, https://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/ead/ead.html?id=EAD_upenn_archives_USUSPUArUPT50M4178&.

2 Orrin C. Evans, “Twelve Million Dollar Contract To Negro,” Philadelphia Tribune, October 27, 1927, 9.

3 “Frederick Massiah,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 10, 1929, 16.

4 W. Rollo Wilson, “Ten Million Dollar Job, Has Negro Contractor,” Pittsburgh Courier, October 29, 1927, 13;
“Harmon Award Presented To Massiah At Big Meeting,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 14, 1929, 1.

71



attendance was Agnes Berry Montier, MD (see 1512 Christian St.), who by 1930 had moved away from
Christian St.”

In 1931 Massiah won a contract to build a new post office in Camden, with a $1,000,000 bid, the lowest
bid submitted. Trade unions were not pleased with the award, claiming that Massiah proposed pay of
35 and 40 cents per hour that was well below the rate demanded by the union, and because he
proposed automating much of the work, resulting in a payroll of fewer than 100 men.®

Four year later Massiah was the only black of 13 individuals in the building trade indicted by a Grand
Jury on Federal kickback charges surrounding kickbacks on Public Works Administration projects.
According to the charges, Massiah required mechanics to pay him $0.60 of the $1.20 hourly rate they
were paid by the government, while common laborers paid him $3 to $4.50 of their $15 weekly.
Massiah is mentioned only in one article in the Tribune and one in the Inquirer announcing the
indictment. Since the charges against the others were quashed for various reasons, it seems fair to
conclude that those against Massiah were quashed as well. As further evidence that the charges had
little effect on Massiah’s standing in the community, less than a year later it was announced that
Massiah had joined the Board of Directors of the Armstrong Association, along with a prominent
physician and minister.”

Massiah’s career continued until his death in 1975. During that time he continued to complete large
projects including the William Donner X-Ray laboratory at the University of Pennsylvania, the Trenton
Sewage Disposal Plan, the Capehart Housing Project at Fort Meade, Maryland, and the Morton Housing
Development in Germantown, and office building at the southwest corner of 16" and Chestnut Streets,
and the concrete skeleton of the Bishop White Memorial Church in Valley Forge.®

Around 1950 Massiah married Edith Lamarre who grew up in Haiti, and had moved to Philadelphia after
graduating from Ohio State University. Around this same time, Massiah gave up his rented room on
Christian Street and purchased a house in North Philadelphia at 1507 North 16" Street. The Massiahs
had three children, Frederica (a judge), Allen, and Louis (a documentary filmmaker and McArthur grant
recipient). Frederick Massiah died on July 7, 1975 after a lengthy illness. His papers are under the care
of the University of Pennsylvania archives.®

541920 US Census,” n.d.; “1930 US Census,” n.d.; “Friends Fete Marian Anderson,” Philadelphia Tribune, October
17, 1929, 4.

6 “Camden Post Office Bid Goes To Local Negro Contractor,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 25, 1931, 3.

7 “Fred Massiah, Harmon Award Winner, Among 9 Indicted By Federal Grand Jury,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 16,
1935, 1; “Jury Indicts 3 Golders In ‘Kick-Back,’” Philadelphia Inquirer, May 15, 1935, 1; “Kickback Charge Against
Golders Erased by Judge,” Philadelphia Inquirer, July 31, 1935, 1; “Plumber Cleared of Kickback Charge,”
Philadelphia Inquirer, January 8, 1935, 3; “3 Are Added To Armstrong Directors Board,” Philadelphia Tribune,
January 23, 1936, 3.

8 “Frederick M. Massiah Dies,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 12, 1975, 1; “New Negroes’ Gains In Business Mark A
‘Coming of Age,”” Philadelphia Tribune, January 1, 1963, 21; William Whitaker and Sandra L. Tatman, “Massiah,
Frederick McDonald (1886-1975) - Engineer,” in Philadelphia Architects and Buildings (Philadelphia, PA: The
Athenaeum of Philadelphia, n.d.); “Photo Standalone 4,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 12, 1975, 7.

% “Edith Lamarre Massiah, Judge’s Mother, Dies,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 10, 1991, 1A; “Frederick M. Massiah
Dies,” 1.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1519 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301169200

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to two families, three lodgers (11 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to two families (6 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to four families (13 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstgrlc/metal. Segmental_ arch
stone lintels and flat stone sills.
Bolection molding of door jamb suggests
Stories: 3 Doors: the possibility of an original doorway.
Transom bar and door appear to be
replacements.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Renovated between 2007 qnd 2009
(Google Maps Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1521 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301169310

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to two families, two lodgers (7 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to three families, One lodger (7 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to three families (13 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: High Italianate Windows: Non-hlstquc/metal. Segmental_arch
stone lintels and flat stone sills
Marble arched door surround. Bolection
. ) molding around door jamb and inside of
Stories: 3 Doors: o
the transom arch suggests original
doorway. Replacement door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice V\:l(t): :ennl course. Tie
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1523 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

881111835

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to three families, two lodgers (9 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to four families, three lodgers (11 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to four families, three lodgers (10 people, Black)

References:

Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-h|stor|c/metal.5iilsat stone lintels and
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Brick lintel
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice (poor condition).
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Non-historic brick fagade
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1525 Christian St OPA Number: 301169600
Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data
Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1865-75
Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:
Social History:
1920 - Owned by John Turner (Occulist), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Pauline Webb (School Teacher), family (5 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Ella Webb (School Teacher), family (5 people, Black)
References:
Physical Description
Style: Italianate - altered Windows: Non-historic metaI: Brick window sills
and lintels
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic wood with glass block
transom

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Brick cornice line.

Window units replaced and shutters
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: removed between October 2016 and

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

June 2017 (Google Maps Street View)

Facade replaced

Classification:

Non-contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1527 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301169705

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - Rented to May Toyer (Maid), family (3 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to five families, two lodgers (15 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Possibly historic/wood windows, first
Style: Italianate, with a Queen Anne front door Windows: floor. Non.-h|stor|c/meta| V‘.m.]dows second
and third floors. No original shutter
hinges. Flat stone lintels.
Historic/wood Queen Anne front door,
Stories: 3 Doors: with decorative panellpg (possibly
salvaged from another site). Flat stone
door lintel.
Iron ties. Wood cornice with paneling and
Bays: 2 Other Materials: brackets. Decorative iron grates over
basement windows.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1529 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301169800

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Ella Mcconnell (No Occupation), family (4 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Laura Hardy (Home-work), family (6 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Laura Hardy (Servant), family (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Flat stone lintels and sills. Protruding
metal shutter hinges at the corner of
Style: ltalianate Windows: each window opening suggest original
window units, although sashes have
been replaced.
. Non-historic/wood with metal screen
Stories: 3 Doors: )
door. Flat stone door lintel.
Glass block basement windows. Painted
Bays: 2 Other Materials: cement basement. Wooden cornice with
brackets and paneling.
Exterior Walls: Painted brick. Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21

83



KIM
Text Box
2


1529 Christian St.

84



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1531 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301169900

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Cornelius Wooding, MD

1920 - Rented to three families, two lodgers (8 people, Black)

1930 - Rented to Cornelius Wooding (Physician, see Biography), wife, lodger (3 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to John Wooding (Physician), wife (2 people, Black) [note: birth year and occupation same as Cornelius Wooding]

References:
Physical Description
Flat stone lintels and sills. Protruding
Style: ltalianate Windows: metallshutter hlnges at the corner _of
each window opening suggests original
window units; replacement metal sashes.
Restored doorway with historic molding.
Stories: 3 Doors: Round arch door opening with gauged
brick lintel and keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Glass block baselment‘wmdows. Paneled
metal cornice with brackets.
Restoration occurred between October
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: 2011 and June 2014 (Google Maps
Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Pair with 1533. Lintels on the first and third floors possibly replaced
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1533 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301170000

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Lily Wilson (Laundress), five lodgers (6 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to four families, five lodgers (15 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Richard Richmond (Collector, Dept of Street Cleaning), One lodger (3 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Painted stone lintels
and brick sills. Although there are
Style: ltalianate Windows: protruding metal shutter hinges at the top
yie: : two corners of each first-floor window,
the bottom of these windows has been
altered, including brickwork
. i Non-historic/wood. Gauged brick round
Stories: 3 Doors: ) .
arch door opening with stone keystone
Corbelled brick first-floor cornice above
) . corner entrance and picture windows.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Corbelled brick cornice with soldier
course.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: First-floor window openings appear to
have been shortened.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Pair with 1531.

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:

Individually Listed:

1535 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

301170100

Extant

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Josephea Crawford (No Occupation), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Rented by Mary Brown (Day Seamstress), sister, lodger (3 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by Alberta Green (Servant), two lodgers (3 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: Colonial Revival Windows: Non-historic/metal.
Stories: 3 Doors: Two non-historic/wood with faux-portico
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal cornice with decorative floral
swags and rosettes
Property has been subdivided into two

units, with two first-floor doorways. In the

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: early twentieth century this was a

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

popular method of adding a first-floor
office space to the house

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1535 Christian St.



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1537 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

871400115

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Christian Nails & Spa Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Lewis Seigel (Grocery Store Proprietor), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Lewis Seigel (Grocery Store Proprietor), family (6 people, White)
1940 - Owned by Lewis Seigel (Grocery Store Clerk), family, (6 people, White)

References:
Physical Description
Style: talianate - altered Windows: Non-historic/metal with brick sills. Lintels
appear to have been removed.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal and glass

Corbelled brick first-floor cornice above

i . corner entrance and picture windows.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Corbelled brick cornice with soldier
course.

Four window openings on the western

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: facade have been filled with brick.

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Picture windows added on first floor.
Cement ramp.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21

91



KIM
Text Box
Italianate - altered

KIM
Text Box
2


92

1537 Christian St.



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1506 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301186201

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

William Burton Crawford

1920 - Rented to two families (5 people, Black) (see attached Crawford Biography)
1930 - No Census Record
1940 - Rented to five families (10 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Flat stone lintels and sills. Possibly
original windows (note protruding metal
shutter hinges at the corners of each
Style: Italianate Windows: window opening), although sashes and
flashing are replacement. Lintels and
sills of right windows are brownstone, left
are marble.
. ) Possibly historic/wood door frame with
Stories: 3 Doors: }
replacement door; flat stone lintels.
Bays: 5 Other Materials: Wood cornice with decorative molded
panels and brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Water table and stoop stuccoed to resemble brownstone
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1506, 1518 Christian St. — William Burton Crawford (1890-1955)

Born in Harrisburg, William Burton Crawford graduated from the
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy with a degree in pharmacy in 1911. After
working at several jobs including head druggist of the pharmaceutical
department of Douglass Memorial Hospital, he opened his own pharmacy
in Chester. Although appointed by the governor as a delegate to the
National Civic Movement Convention in Kansas City in 1914, he was unable
to attend due to business responsibilities.!

In 1934, while living on Haverford Avenue in the 34™ Ward and serving on

the Democratic Ward Committee, he was appointed to a position at the US
Mint. The Tribune described his as “one of the best speakers and orators in
the 34" ward and politically...not only the most powerful Democrat of color

in the 15% Division but throughout the entire 34" ward.”? William Crawford, 1914
(Philadelphia Tribune)

By 1940 he had moved to Christian Street, first renting lodging at 1506 and then moving to 1518. In
1943, he was appointed a “government field agent” responsible for inspecting “Army and Navy Units;
engineering material, and aero-nautics, including the New York area.” While this would seem a far cry
from pharmacy, the article also stated that he had graduated from both Army and Navy schools. He
appears not to have stayed on Christian Street long; his 1955 death certificate bears an address on
South Bancroft Street.?

! Joseph W. England, The First Century of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 1821-1921 (Philadelphia, PA, 1922),
617; “Governor Appoints Talented Physician As A Delegate,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 18, 1914, 1; “Chester
Letter,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 15, 1914, 6; “Chester Letter,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 5, 1914, 8.

2 “Gets Federal Job,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 5, 1934, 15.

341940 US Census,” n.d.; “Local Man Appointed Gov’t Field Agent,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 12, 1943, 2;
“Certificate of Death - William B. Crawford” (City of Philadelphia, October 21, 1955).
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1508 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301186300

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Anna Walker (Housework), Rent to One family (4 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Grambel Edger (School Teacher), wife, Rent to One family, two lodgers (6 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Granville Adger (Teacher), wife, Rent to One family, five lodgers (10 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Flat stone lintels and sills. Possibly
original windows (note protruding metal
Style: ltalianate Windows: ghutter hmg&_as at the corners of each
window opening), although sashes and
flashing are replacement. Ogee molding
in window frames.
Possibly historic/wood door frame with
. molded bolection transom bar; flat stone
Stories: 3 Doors: ) Y
lintel; historic arched four-panel wood
door
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal cornice
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

see attached

Notes:

Cast iron basement window grate.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1510 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301186400

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Lydia White

1920 - Rented to David Doak (contractor), wife, six lodgers (8 people, White)
1930 - Rented to Stanton Maud Bassett (Housekeeper), Ten lodgers (11 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Maud Stanton (Housekeeper), six lodgers (7 people, Black) (see attached biography)

References:
Physical Description

First floor: non-historic/metal with flat

Style: Italianate Windows: soldier course brick lintels and rowlock
sills.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with brick lintel.
Bays: Other Materials: Metal cornice with dentils.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Copper Bay 2nd & 3rd floors

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Front facade replaced 1929 (building permit)

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1510 Christian St. — Lydia White (1917-?)

The 1940 Census shows Lydia White renting a room at 1510 Christian St.
from Maude Stenton. White listed her occupation as “entertainer.”
Advertisements and articles in the Philadelphia Tribune show that she was a
dancer. She grew up in Chicago where she had “the distinction of being the
only colored girl to appear in the Neptune Follies” [a famous aquatic
burlesque show] during the World’s Fair, and signed a contract to appear in
an “all-colored” movie in development.!

Leaving Chicago, White moved to Philadelphia, where she first appeared at
the Piccadilly Club. She then appeared at a July 21, 1937 party for Mrs.
Hobson Reynolds at the Hi-Hat Inn on White Horse Pike in Lawnside NJ, _
where she danced to the music of a new band led by Johnnie Muse. White Lydia White, 1937
then moved to the new Bella Napoli Cafe in Camden, dancing at its grand (Philadelphia Tribune)
opening on September 9, 1937, starring in its “fast stepping floor show” along with the Seymour
Brothers and “a beautiful bronze chorus.”?

One columnist described her as “Lydia White, the hip heaver,” while another wrote that, “her own
dance creation is ravishing, it is done somewhat like the ancient Greek Olympian dance.” Her last
appearance in the Philadelphia press was at a surprise stag birthday party that the wife of Edward
HaZell, Deputy Appraiser in the Acceptance Tax Office and president of the city-wide Democratic
committeemen’s organization, threw for him at Apex Hall at 16" and Lombard Streets. The 300
attendees (including Dr. C. Wooding, 1531 Christian St., and William Allmond 1600 Christian St.,) were
entertained by card games and White’s “spicy dancing.” Since she is listed in the Census three years
later, presumably she continued working in clubs around Philadelphia. 3

141940 US Census,” n.d.; “Advertisement - Hi-Hat Club,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 25, 1937; “Advertisement -
Jam Session and Battle of Swing,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 26, 1937; Clarence Jackson, “Lydia White, Exotic
Dancer, Seems Headed For Stardom,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 29, 1937.

2 “Nite Life in South Jersey,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 22, 1937; “Nite Life in South Jersey,” Philadelphia Tribune,
August 26, 1937; Wert Hooper, “I’'ve Got Something Here,” Philadelphia Tribune, October 14, 1937.

3 “The Original Stroller Man,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 16, 1937; Jackson, “Lydia White, Exotic Dancer,
Seems Headed For Stardom”; “Edward HaZell Honor Guest At Birthday Stag,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 25,
1937.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1514 Christian St

Individually Listed:

OPA Number:

Status:

301186600

Extant

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:

Associated Individual:

Architect:
Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Herbert Minnis (Laborer) wife, six lodgers (8 people, Black)

1930 - Rented to five families (13 people, Black)

1940 - Rented to Estella Wilson (Domestic, Private family), four lodgers (5 people, Black)

References:

Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide, 3/22/1886, p. 125.

Style: Modified Italianate
Stories: 3
Bays: 2
Exterior Walls: Brick
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Physical Description

Windows:

Doors:

Other Materials:

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal with ornamented
stone lintels & sills

Double door frame original beneath box.
Brick round-arch lintel with engraved
keystone. Non-historic door, wood.

Decorative cornice with (rusting) metal
flashing.

Metal cornice added ca. 1905. Sidewalk
cellar/hatch doors added. Renovated
between July 2007 and August 2009.
Replacement windows visible in May

2011. (Google Maps Street View)
marble stoop

1514 - 1520 built as a four-building row.
New brick front, 1886

Classification: Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1514 Christian St.



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1516 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301186700

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to three families (12 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Mary Jane Hodges (Housekeeper), sister, three renters (5 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to four families (10 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels
and sills.

. Non-historic/wood. Brick round-arch lintel

Stories: 3 Doors: .
with keystone.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Stoop replaced. Windows replaced circa

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Historic Image

September 2018 (Google Street View)

1514 - 1520 built as a four-building row.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1518 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301186800

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:
Social History:
1920 - Rented to Bob Casali (Bricklayer), family (4 people, White)
1930 - Owned to Henry Peters (Postal Clerk), four lodgers (5 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to William Coleman (Storekeeper), family (6 people, Black)
References:
Physical Description
Original window units (note shutter
hinges) with replacement sashes. Flat
Style: ltalianate Windows: stone lintels and sills on the first floor.
Flat stone lintels and rowlock brick sills
on the second and third floors.
Non-historic/wood. Door frame has
Stories: 3 Doors: wooden rope molding. Brick round-arch
lintel with keystone. Metal screen door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with metal flashing and
brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
1514 - 1520 built as a four-building row.
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1520 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301187000

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to James Keenan (Dentist), family, lodger (5 people, White)
1930 - Rented to James Keenan (Dentist), Cousin (2 people, White)

1940 - Rented to four families (10 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Original window units--metal shutter
hinges can be seen at the corner of each
2d and 3d story window opening.
Style: Italianate Windows: Replacement sashes. Soldier course
brick window lintels on upper stories with
rowlock brick sills. First floor grouped
window replacement.
Non-historic/wood. Door frame has
Stories: 3 Doors: wooden rope molding. Brick round-arch
lintel with keystone
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

1514 - 1520 built as a four-building row.

Classification: Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1524 Christian St OPA Number: 301187300

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Margaret Brody (No Occupation), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by James Williams (Policeman), family (4 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by James Williams (Policeman), family (4 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description

Non-historic/metal with flat stone sills

Style: Italianate Windows: and flat arch lintels. Metal window
awnings on third floor

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Metal screen door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Faux brownstone plaster Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Historic Image

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1526 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301187400

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Gertrude Berringer (Theater Matron), family (4 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to two families, two lodgers (7 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to three families, three lodgers (18 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal. Flat arc_h stone lintels
and flat stone sills

Stoop removed. (Stairs moved inside?)

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Pedimented door
surround

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Faux brownstone plaster Additions/Alterations: Tie rods
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1528 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301187500

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by William Ramsey (Printer), family (7 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by William Ramsey (Janitor), family (4 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by William Ramsey (Printer), family (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstonc/mgtal. Shutter_hlnges. Flat
stone lintels and sills.
. Non-historic/wood. Brick round arch door
Stories: 3 Doors: ) )
lintel with stone keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Original stoop with boot scraper. Cast iron basement window grills.

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1530 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301187600

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Mary Whitby (No Occupation), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Rented to Thomas Woods (Plasterer), family, six lodgers (10 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Sidney Purnell (No Occupation),wife, lodger (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Metal shutter hinges at the corner of
each window opening suggests
) . . i possibility of original/historic window
Style: ltalianate Windows: units. Window sashes, side jambs,
window head are replacements. Flat
stone lintels and sills.
Historic/wood. Bolection molding on door
Stories: 3 Doors: jambs and molded transom bar. Brick
: : round arch door lintel with stone
keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1532 Christian St OPA Number: 301187700

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by James Owen (Porter), family (8 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to three families, six lodgers (13 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by James Pruens, family (4 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal W|_th flat stone lintels
and sills
Historic/wood with metal screen door.

Stories: 3 Doors: Bolection molding on door jambs and

) ) molded transom bar. Brick round arch

door lintel with stone keystone.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Glass block basement windows
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1534 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301187910

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Samuel Wolf (Hotel Cook), family (7 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Walter Dunn (Caterer), family, renter, renter's family (11 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Walter Dunn (Salesman), family (3 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels
and sills.
Non-historic/wood with metal screen
Stories: 3 Doors: door. Brick round arch door lintel with
stone keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood material with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick. Stone water table. Additions/Alterations: Replacement brackets
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1544 Christian St OPA Number: 871539930

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Nunez Grocery Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - Rented to three families (11 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to two families (seven people, 4 Black, 3 White)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Replaced
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal and glass
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice Wlt.h bra_ckglts (possibly
original/period significant)
Exterior Walls: Stucco Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 11-Jul-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1601 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

886700400

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to two families (3 people, 1 Black, 2 White)
1930 - Owned by Henry Thompson (Restaurant Cook), wife, three lodgers (5 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by Earnest Lyler (Laborer), family (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description

Non-historic/metal with stone lintels and

Style: Italianate Windows: sills. Grouped corner first floor windows
with pent roof
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood
Bays: 2 Other Materials: First floor, bljacketed pent roof with
asphalt shingles around corner
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: 2nd-story bay window on east facade
with bracketed pent roof

Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1603 Christian St OPA Number: 301170500

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by David Woody (Waiter - Private family), family, seven lodgers (11 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by John Thomas (Laborer), family, renter and wife (6 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to seven families (14 people, Black)

References:

Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal.
Bays: 2 Other Materials:

Cornice removed and exterior stuccoed
Exterior Walls: Stucco Additions/Alterations: over between October 2011 and May
2014 (Google Maps Street View)

Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Non-Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1605 Christian St OPA Number: 888304268 ,888304270 ,888304272
- . ) State Historic Marker1993HM00018 )
Individually Listed: (01/01/1993) Status: Extant
Historical Data
Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual: Jack and Jill of America
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by John Watkins (Physician), family, 5 lodgers (8 people, Black) 1930 - No Census Record
1940 - No Census Record

Jack and Jill of America: Founded 1938 by Marion Turner Stubbs, Lela Jones, and nine other African-American mothers of middle-class families to

provide activities for their children despite racial segregation. The local chapter--first in the U.S.-- formerly met here.

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice, possibly historic
Renovated, including plaster, circa
Exterior Walls: Stucco Additions/Alterations: October 2011. (Google Maps Street
View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1607 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301170700

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Sarah Suff (Housekeeper), five lodgers (6 people, Black)
1930 - No Census Record
1940 - Owned by Remar Brandon (Longshoreman), wife, seven lodgers (9 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
First floor group window non-
historic/metal. Second and third-story
Style: ltalianate Windows: windows may be original--metal shutter
hinges visible at the corner of each
opening. Window sashes replacements.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Tie rods. Braoketgd wood cornice with
decorative panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1609 Christian St OPA Number: 301170800

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1880

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Ella Day (Boarding), six lodgers (7 people, Black)
1930 - No Census Record
1940 - Rented to six families (14 people, Black)

References:

G.M. Hopkins, City Atlas of Philadelphia, 1st, 26th and 30th Wards, 1876, Plate A

Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch brick
window lintels with decorative keystones
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: and jambs. Window trim covering.
Windows replaced circa November 2020
(Google Maps Street View)
Stories: 3 Doors: Historic/wood paired door
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice WIFh den_tll_s and brackets,
possibly original
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1611 Christian St OPA Number: 301170900

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1880
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Elizabeth Wilson (Laundress), family, three lodgers (6 people, Black)
1930 - Rented by two families (6 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by six families (11 people, Black)

References:

G.M. Hopkins, City Atlas of Philadelphia, 1st, 26th and 30th Wards, 1876, Plate A

Physical Description

Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch brick
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: window lintels with decorative keystones
and jambs. Window trim covering

Stories: 3 Doors: Historic/wood paired door

Wood cornice with dentils and brackets,

Bays: 2 Other Materials: . L
possibly original
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Plastereq basement Igvel W.Itr.] 9-square
windows, possibly original
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1613 Christian St OPA Number: 301171100

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1880

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented to M Augusta Stephens (Servant), Son, Ten lodgers (12 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to B.J. Bunn (Clerk - Church Board), family, six lodgers (9 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to six families (17 people, Black)

References:

G.M. Hopkins, City Atlas of Philadelphia, 1st, 26th and 30th Wards, 1876, Plate A

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:
Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

Neo-Grec Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:
Brick Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch brick
window lintels with decorative keystones
and jambs. Window trim covering.

Historic/wood paired door.

Wood cornice with dentils and brackets,
possibly original.

Plastered basement level with 9-square
windows, possibly original.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1615 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301171200

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:
Social History:
1920 - Owned by Frank Harrington (Detective), two lodgers (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Milton Harrington (Retired), brother (2 people, White)
1940 - Rented to six families (19 people, Black)
References:

Physical Description

Non-historic/metal. Segmental arch brick
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: window lintels with decorative keystones
and jambs. Window trim covering.
Stories: 3 Doors: Historic/wood paired door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice Wllth der!tll_s and brackets,
possibly original.

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Plastered first-floor sills.

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1617 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301171300

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Ambrose Gaddie [Gaddis] (Butler), family, Thirteen lodgers (18 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to six families (9 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to six families (16 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic metal with stone sills and
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: jack arch lintels. "Bullnose" brick around
window opening.
Stories: 3 Doors: Not-historic metal. molded transom may
) ) be historic/wood. Jack arch lintel
Swan's neck pediment/cornice with metal
Bays: 2 Other Materials: trim. Rusticated stone basement level.
Corbelled party walls.
Exterior Walls: Brick (yellow) Additions/Alterations: Door replaced between 201 1_and 2014
(Google Maps Street View)

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Possibly 1930s

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1619 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301171410

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Sadie Massie (Housekeeper), six lodgers (7 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Edward Read (Medicine Manufacturer), wife, two lodgers (4 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to seven families (18 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Windows may be historic/wood; all
Style: Italianate Windows: sashes are non-historic/metal.
Segmental arch lintels and flat sills.
Historic/wood with bolection molding on
Stories: 3 Doors: the door jambs and molded transom bar.
Historic paired door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cormcelwnh bra_ckets and
decorative molding.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1621 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301171500

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Santo Tucci (Tailor), family (9 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Santo Tucci (Tailor), family (8 people, White)
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Windows may be historic/wood; all
Style: Italianate Windows: sashes are non-historic/metal.
Segmental arch lintels and flat sills.
Historic/wood with bolection molding on
Stories: 3 Doors: the door jambs and molded transom bar.
Historic paired door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice ywth brackets and
decorative panels
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1625 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301171700

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned Nathan Freedman (Retail Dealer), family; renter, renter's family, six lodgers (15 people, 9 Black, 6 White)
1930 - Rented by Frank Cronshaw (Restaurant Cook), family, three lodgers (15 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to eight families (24 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstorlp/metal with segmental arch
lintels and flat sills
Historic/wood with bolection molding on

. ) the door jambs and molded transom bar.

Stories: 3 Doors: N )
Historic paired door. Stone door
surround with decorative keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood corn!ce with brackets,_ panels, and
drip/sawtooth molding.

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Built as pair with 1623 Christian (demolished)

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1625 Christian St.



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1629 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301172000

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to two families, twelve lodgers (17 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to four families, six lodgers (16 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to seven families, three lodgers (21 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal with brick lintels and
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: first-floor stone sills and decorative stone
yie: ) jambs. Third-story side windows filled
with brick.
Non-historic/wooden paired door with
Stories: 3 Doors: large transom window and stone
segmental arch lintel.
Bays: Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: 2nd-floor bay window
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1639 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301172500

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to Abraham Robinson (Clergy), family (3 people, Black)

1930 - Rented to W.H. Powell (Clergy), family (8 people, Black)

1940 - Rented to William Powell (Clergy), family, one lodger (9 people, Black)
According to his obituary, Wiliam Powell was pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church for 52 years; this property may have been the manse.

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-h|stor|c_/metal with brick s_egmental
arch lintels and stone sills.
Non-historic/wood. Entrance door

Stories: 3 Doors: replaced between September 2017 and

) ) September 2018. (Google Maps Street

View)
Glass block basement windows. Wood
Bays: 2 Other Materials: cornice with brackets and decorative
panels/decorative brick.

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1641 Christian St OPA Number: 888303766 ,888303768 ,888303770
Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data
Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1865-75
Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:
Social History:

1920 - Owned by John Paul Snyder (Druggist), wife (2 people, White)
1930 - Rented to three families, one lodger (8 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to four families (10 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description

_ Non-historic metal with flat stone lintels

Style: Italianate - altered Windows: and sills. Note the "weep holes" above
first-floor lintels.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with straight brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Subdivided into four units with two
doorways.

Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Non-Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1643 Christian St

Individually Listed:

OPA Number:

Status:

888303960, 888303962

Extant

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse
Historic Function: Dwelling
Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:

Associated Individual:

Architect:
Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - No Census Record
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal with wood trim with
) . . ) stone segmental arch lintels and jambs,
Style: ltalianate Windows: flat sills. 2nd-floor bay window on west
facade.
Historic/wood corner door and wood-
Stories: 3 Doors: trimmed door opening. Sec_ondary d(_)or
on west facade non-historic/wood with
rounded arch door portico.
) . Wood cornice with decorative carvings,
Bays: 2 Other Materials: . .
possibly original.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Pent roofs .VV"h asphglt shingles above
first-floor windows
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1600-06 Christian St OPA Number: 772104000

Individually Listed: 10/9/2015 Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: First African Baptist Church Year Built: 1906

Current Name: First African Baptist Church Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Church Architect: Watson & Huckle

Historic Function: Church Builder: Henry B. Shoemaker & Co.

Social History:

References:

http://keepingphiladelphia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/1600.06.Christian.FirstAfricanBaptist.Final-with-form.pdf

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Gothic Revival

2

Stone

see attached

Physical Description

Windows:

Doors:

Other Materials:

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal. Flat stone sills and
pointed arch lintels.

Non-historic/metal. Stained glass
transoms. Pointed arch lintels.

Classification:

Significant

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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First African Baptist Church, 1959.
[George D. McDowell Philadelphia Evening Bulletin Photographs Collection,
Temple University Libraries]

1600-06 Christian St.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1608 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301188705

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented to three families (9 people, Black)
1930 - Rented to three families (9 people, Black)
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Implied segmental

) . ) arch lintels with decorative inscriptions.

Style: Neo-Grec Windows: Sill course first floor. Flat sills second
and third floors.
Stories: 3 Doors: Historic (though likely not original)/wood.
Neo-Grec cornice with large corner
Bays: 2 Other Materials: brackets and brick corbelling on the side
wall

Exterior Walls: Brownstone Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1610 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888304164 ,888304166 ,888304168

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by John Gordon (Physician), Ten lodgers (11 people, White)
1930 - Owned by James Newsome (Auto Mechanic), wife, three lodgers, One renter (6 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by James Newsome (Clerk), wife, seven lodgers (9 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal. Flat sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Round arch opening.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice. Glasslblock and metal
basement windows.

Exterior Walls:

Stuccoed brick

Additions/Alterations:

Renovated between May 2011 and
October 2011 (Google Maps Street

View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Side yard
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1612 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301188910

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by A.G. Murphy (No Occupation), Niece, Housekeeper (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Jennie Murphy (Housewife), two lodgers (3 people, 2 White, 1 Black)
1940 - Owned by Jennie Murphy (No Occupation), family (3 people Black)

References:
Physical Description

) . . ) Non-historic/metal with infill. Flat sills.
Style: ltalianate Windows: Segmental arch lintels with keystones

. i Non-historic/wood with infill. Segmental
Stories: 3 Doors: ) .

arch door lintel with keystone
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with brackets.
Front door and windows replaced, side

Exterior Walls: Brownstone Additions/Alterations: bay window altered circa May 2011

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

(Google Maps Street View)

Side yard

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1614 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

888304130, 888304132, 888304134

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Benjamin Dobkins (Grocer) (1 person, White)
1930 - Rented to Samuel Jackson (Waiter), wife, seven lodgers (9 people, Black)
1940 - Rented to Hattie Bailey (No Occupation), daughter, two lodgers (4 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Stone segmental
Style: Neo-Grec Windows: arch lintels with inscribed keystones. Flat
sills.
. Non-historic/wood with infill. Stone
Stories: 3 Doors: )
segmental arch lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Restored wood cornice.

. ) L L Front door and windows replaced circa
Exterior Walls: Stone Additions/Alterations: May 2011 (Google Maps Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Side yard
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1620 Christian St

OPA Number:

NRHP listed, 11/18/1988

Status:

782093000

Replacement

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Edwin M. Stanton Public School Year Built:
Associated Individual:
City Building Architect:
School Builder:

1925

Irwin T. Catherine

McCloskey & Co.

1620 was a rowhouse until the Edwin M. Stanton School was expanded in 1925-16 as part of a project to expand five schools across the city. Based on
the Bromley 1895 Philadelphia Atlas, the street address for the school before the expansion was 1628 or higher. The rowhouses standing on even lots
1616-26 were demolished and the land incorporated into the property of the school. See the National Register of Historic Places nominating form (link

below) for a full description.

1920-1940 - No Census Record

References:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10K1nh71i5ecobO5AvU6K70aHcZsk03bE/view?usp=sharing

Style:

Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

Art Deco Windows:
4 Doors:
10 Other Materials:
Brick Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal. Flat brick lintels. Flat
stone sills. Bullnose brick window
surrounds.

Non-historic/metal.

Decorative tile frieze. Stone cornice.

Classification:

Significant

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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@ City of Philadelphia, Department of Records

e
Y K A e L -

Source: Phillyhistory.org

1620 Christian Street (1926)
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1701 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

871539860

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Modify: The Hair Art Studio Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

Wilon Jackson

1920 - Owned by Catherine Mcdevitt (Housekeeper), family (4 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Wilon Jackson (Shoe repairer), wife, three renters and families (7 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Wilon Jackson (Shoe repairer), wife, three renters and families (7 people, Black)

Wilon Jackson was an entrepreneur who established a chain of shoe repair shops across Philadelphia, as well as a trade school for returning World War
2 veterans. Perhaps influenced by his politician brother Walter, as head of the 30th Ward Young Republicans Club, he broke with The Organization to

give the Club’s support to Democrat Bill Allmond in 1930. (See attached biography)

References:

Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-h|stor|c/metgl. Flat stone sills and

lintels.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal and glass
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: First-floor plastered cornice.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
First floor completely altered/upper story windows altered.
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1701 Christian St. — Wilon Jackson (1897 — 1973)

Wilon Jackson was born in Chester, South Carolina in 1897, as were his
two brothers, Elijah (born 1885) and Walker (born 1886, see 1733
Christian St.). Wilon left school after the eighth grade. After being
drafted and spending almost a year in France with a Field Artillery unit, he
joined his family in Philadelphia. The 1920 Census shows Elijah and Wilon
living together with their widowed mother Lena at 1729 Christian St.
which Elijah owned, Walker is not listed. The 35-year old Elijah gave his
occupation as restaurant keeper, while 23-year old Wilon gave his as
railroad porter.!

The following decade was eventful for Wilon. He married, and opened a
shoe repair shop which enabled him to earn enough money to buy the
rowhouse at 1701 Christian St. which was valued at $25,000. Since he
and his wife, Wilhelmina, shared the house with two other couples and
one single man, Jackson may have divided the house into apartments, rather than renting single rooms.
His 1942 Selective Service card names his business as the Electric Shoe Repair Shop, located at 822
South 17 Street.?

Perhaps influenced by his brother, Walker (a State Assemblyman), Wilon also became involved in
politics. Having joined the 30" Ward Young Republicans Club at an undetermined time, on December
16, 1935 he was elected club president in a meeting held at his house at 1701 Christian Street. Ten
months later, perhaps influenced by his brother’s decision to support the Democratic Party candidate,
William Allmond (see 1700 Christian St.), Jackson led the Club into opposition to The Organization.
Authorized “to choose the political course that would be most beneficial to the Negro masses,” Jackson
announced the Club’s support for the Democratic slate of candidates, including Franklin Roosevelt and
Allmond. Justifying his decision, Jackson stated, “I select Allmond instead of Willian Upshur...because
Allmond assured us he would fight of the Negro National Guard unit bill and because Upshur has
constantly said that regardless of anything he was for Henry Trainer, absentee ruler of the 30" Ward.”3
In his 1899 book The Philadelphia Negro, W.E.B. Dubois noted the rarity of black-owned small
businesses, ascribing this rarity to three factors, the most significant being that “the Negro never was
trained for business and can get no training now; it is very seldom that a Negro boy or girl can on any
terms get a position in a store or other business establishment where he can learn the techniques of the
work or general business method.”* Jackson seems to have overcome this obstacle and become a
successful entrepreneur. According to a newspaper profile published several years later, he opened

141920 US Census,” n.d.; “World War | Veterans Service and Compensation Files, 1917-1919 - Wilon Jackson,”
March 9, 1921; “1940 US Census,” n.d.

241930 US Census,” n.d.; “Selective Service Registration Card - Wilon Jackson,” April 27, 1942.

3 “GOP Setback Seen in 30th Wd. Somersault: Young Republican Club Repudiates Landon for Roosevelt,”
Philadelphia Tribune, October 15, 1936, 2; “Wilon Jackson Elected 30th Ward Club Head,” Philadelphia Tribune,
December 19, 1935, 15.

4 W.E.B. DuBois, The Philadelphia Negro (Pantianos Classics, 1899), 118.
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additional shoe repair shops and expanded into making handmade shoes, an endeavor which probably
had higher margins that simple shoe repair.>

Following World War 11, Jackson recognized the opportunity that the Gl Bill presented to entrepreneurs
and opened the Veterans Electric Shoe Repair and Trade School, with his brother Walker as co-director.
From an enrollment of 30 students in 1947, the school grew to more than 600 in 1951. Divided into a
Tailoring School and a Shoe Repair Department, it drew students from as far away as Mississippi. This
rapid growth required frequent changes in location to larger accommodations. After opening at 2028
Christian St., the school moved to 1416 North Broad St., and finally settled at 717 South Broad St.°

It is unclear how long the school stayed in operation, or how long Jackson continued to operate his shoe
repair shops. By 1950, he had moved from Christian St. to 6022 Callowhill St., becoming one of the
many Christian St. residents who migrated to West Philadelphia. Wilon Jackson died in 1973, at age 76.7

5 “Veterans Shoe Repair And Trade School Helps Veterans And Non-Veterans Prepare For Life,” Philadelphia
Tribune, September 1, 1951, 8.

6 “Display Ad - Ensure Your Future, Enroll Now,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 9, 1949, 8; “Veterans Shoe Repair And
Trade School Helps Veterans And Non-Veterans Prepare For Life,” 8.

7 “Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, City Directory, 1950” (Bell Telephone Company of PA, 1950), 534; “Social Security
Death Index” (Social Security Administration, n.d.), Ancestry.com.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1703 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301172900

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Nellie Green (Housekeeper), one lodger (2 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by L. C. Vaughn (Cook, Pullman Co.), wife (2 People, Black)
1940 - Owned by Robert Vaughn (Cook), wife, one lodger (3 People, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal. Plastered surrounds.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic, wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal window grates first floor. Tle- rods.
Concrete stoop. Stuccoed cornice.
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick. Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1705 Christian St OPA Number: 301173000

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual: William H. Fuller
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by William H. Fuller (Lawyer), family (5 people, Black)

1930 - Owned by William H. Fuller (Lawyer), wife (2 people, Black)

1940 - Owned by William H. Fuller (Lawyer), three lodgers (5 people, Black)

William Fuller was a lawyer who was elected to represent the 7th Ward in Harrisburg when John Asbury did not stand for re-election. He remained in the
House for 8 years, and gained enough support for “the Fuller Civil Rights Bill” for it to be sent to the governor who vetoed it. Fuller followed this by serving
as Assistant District Attorney for 11 years, until his death in 1943. (See attached biography)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Jack arch
Style: Italianate Windows: brownstone lintels and flat sills on third
floor.
Molded door frame and transom
Stories: 3 Doors: historic/possibly original. Door non-
historic.
Wood cornice with brackets. Plastered
Bays: 2 Other Materials: concrete stoop. Glass block basement
windows.
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick. Additions/Alterations: Bay added 1st land_ 2nd floors with
corbelled cornice line. Roof deck.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1705 Christian St. — William H. Fuller (1876-1943)

William Fuller was born in the small town of Louisberg, VA and grew up in
slightly larger Franklinton, NC. He moved to Philadelphia to attend Lincoln
University, graduating in 1899, and then studied law at Howard
University. He returned to Philadelphia for post-graduate studies at the
University of Pennsylvania, and was admitted to the bar in 1908. In 1907
he married, and with his wife rented a house on S. Hicks St. After a few
years there, the Fullers rented space at 1741 Christian St., and then
purchased 1705 Christian Street, where he lived for the rest of his life.?

In March 1924, black Philadelphia was surprised to learn that J. C. Asbury
(see 1710 Christian St.) and Andrew F. Stevens (see 1840 Christian St.) had
decided not to stand for reelection to the Philadelphia legislature. In their
place, the Republican Party nominated Samuel B. Hart and Fuller, about
whom the Tribune, clearly mystified, said only, “Mr. Fuller is a practicing
attorney with an extensive practice. In politics he is an ardent Republican, who has given much time to
uphold the party’s candidates and principles.”?

William H. Fuller
(Black Legislators in Pennsylvania)

Eight months later, the Tribune announced that “The ‘Organization Juggernaut’ ran practically
untrammeled over all opposition in Philadelphia.” Hart received 7892 votes out of a total 8295 cast,
Fuller received “between 6,000 and 6,500” of a presumably similar total.> Although there had been a
tradition that representatives limited themselves to two consecutive terms, Hart and Fuller remained in
the Pennsylvania House for the next eight years. Fuller’'s most important achievements during this
period were a new equal right bill replacing the one that Asbury and Stevens had attempted to have
passed in 1921 and again in 1923. He gained enough support for “the Fuller Civil Rights Bill” in both the
House and Senate that it arrived on Gov. Pinchot’s desk. In a twist, the NAACP encouraged Pinchot to
veto it, stating that “it had been so emasculated in the State Senate as to render it practically
worthless.”* Pinchot obliged, and equal rights in Pennsylvania remained unchanged.®

A year later Asbury resigned from the position of Assistant District Attorney that The Organization had
given him in 1924. Fuller was rumored to be his replacement and, after some behind-the-scenes
maneuvering, Fuller resigned his seat in the Legislature was appointed Assistant District Attorney. Fuller
served uneventfully in this position for the next eleven years, apparently content to do his job without
involving himself much in politics. He continued his membership in various organizations, the most
notable of which was the John M. Langston Law Association, the professional organization of the city’s

1 “Philadelphia Courts Honor William Fuller,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 18, 1943, 1; “Rites Held for Ex-
Assistant Dist. Attorney,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 25, 1943, 12; Boyd'’s Philadelphia City Directory - 1909
(Philadelphia, PA: C. E. Howe Co., 1909), 726; Boyd'’s Philadelphia City Directory - 1911 (Philadelphia, PA: C. E.
Howe Co., 1911), 646.

2 “Messrs. Asbury And Stevens Not To Run For State,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 15, 1924, 1.

3 “Hart And Fuller Carry Districts By Big Majority,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 8, 1924, 1.

4 “Fuller Equal Bill Facing Opposition As N. A. A. C. P. Directs Guns At Legislation,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 25,
1931, 1.

5 “Pinchot Kills Antilim Crow Seating Bill,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 11, 1931, 5.
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black lawyers. By 1942 there were 25 black lawyers in Philadelphia, fewer in proportion to the city’s
population than in any other northern city.®

On September 8, 1943, Fuller died in his home at 1705 Christian Street after a lengthy struggle with
heart disease. The City closed all its criminal courts the following Monday to enable the entire staff to
attend his funeral. Mayor Bernard Samuel, District Attorney John Maurer, attorney Raymond Pace
Alexander, and the Rev. W. A. Harrod (see 1839 Christian St.) were among those speaking at the
ceremony. As one article noted, with his death, there remained only 18 black lawyer in Philadelphia.’

6 “Quits Job Of District Attorney,” Pittsburgh Courier, July 23, 1932, 3; “Lawyers Form Local Law Association,”
Pittsburgh Courier, May 23, 1925, 11; E. Washington Rhodes, “Under The Microscope: Philadelphia’s Colored
Lawyers,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 3, 1942, 4.

7 “Philadelphia Courts Honor William Fuller,” 1; “Rites Held for Ex-Assistant Dist. Attorney,” 12.
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1707 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301173100

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Orther Imas (Laborer, Navy Yard), wife, four lodgers (6 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Victoria Grant (Domestic), five lodgers (6 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Hattie Hughes (No Occupation), three lodgers (4 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstonc/metal with p_amted stone flat
lintels and sills.

. Door frame and transom historic/

Stories: 3 Doors: . . L
possibly original. Door non-historic.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice W|ttr:i:]rackets and metal
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Bay added 1st and 2nd floors with

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

corbelled cornice line.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

1709 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

301173300

Extant

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Samuel Bythewood

1920 - Owned by Samuel Bythewood (Carpenter - see Biography in Appendix), wife, nephew (3 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Samuel Bythewood (Builder), wife, seven lodgers (9 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Samuel Bythewood (Carpenter), wife, four foster sons (6 people, Black)

References:

Physical Description
Style: Colonial Revival Windows: Non-historic/metal.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood and glass.
Bays: 2 Other Materials:

Exterior Walls:

Brick and stucco

Additions/Alterations:

Stuccoed bay added 2nd and 3rd floors;
with brick stoop and covered brick
entrance with decorative pointed

pediment.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1709 Christian St. — Samuel Bythewood (1873 — 1949)

Little is known of Samuel Bythewood, a contractor who lived at 1709 Christian St. for thirty years. He
was born in Beaufort, SCin 1873. In 1907 the Philadelphia Builders’ Guide notes that Bythewood and
Oldham had been awarded a contract for a front addition to 1519 Catherine St. In 1919 the Tribune’s
“Flashes and Sparks” column which reported “News Social and Otherwise During the Week,” announced
that “Mr. Samuel H. Bythewood, the well-known contractor and builder has purchased a home at 1709
Christian street and is residing there.”?

Bythewood remained in the house until his death in 1949, appearing in the 1920, 1930 and 1940
Censuses. During this thirty-year period he is mentioned (as “Bythewood” or “Blythewood”) only seven
additional times in the Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, once each in 1918, 1921, 1922, 1925, and 1930, and
twice in 1919—hardly a level of activity that one would expect from a “well-known contractor and
builder.” If these projects are indicative, Bythewood’s work was mainly in Black neighborhoods. The
first six projects were all the in Seventh Ward. The 1930 project was the Julia White Priscilla Home for
the Aged Colored, in La Mott, Pennsylvania. The client’s representative for the last project was
Raymond Pace Alexander, Chairman of the Building Committee.?

The reason for this is not known. It may be that Bythewood did most of his work as a subcontractor on
larger projects, and was not noted by the Builders’ Guide. Alternatively, it may be that that the situation
had not changed since the 1890s when DuBois described blacks in 1890s Philadelphia as being
“excluded” from the trades, including construction, by whites. In this case, Bythewood would have done
most of his work in a hidden Black construction economy that was not captured by the Builders’ Guide.
Despite the variety of facades visible today, a recent search of building permits for the stretch of
Christian Street from the 1400 block to the 1900 block yielded a similarly smaller-than-expected
number, implying that many participants in this hidden economy may not have bothered to go through
the formally of getting building permits from the city. Although Bythewood received two permits for
work on his own house, neither is for the facade, which appears to have been altered from the original.?

Bythewood does not appear to have been involved in many social activities. He and his wife appear
infrequently in the social columns of the Tribune, attending the wedding of the daughter of the their
neighbors at 1711 Christian St to the son of their neighbors at 1705 Christian St, as well as the occasional
party organized by individuals or their church, the First African Baptist Church at 16" and Christian

1 “Death Certificate - Samuel Bythewood” (City of Philadelphia, May 6, 1949); “Building Permits - Bythewood &
Oldham,” Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, May 8, 1907, 296; “Flashes and Sparks,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 30,
1913, 5.

2 “Death Certificate - Samuel Bythewood”; “1920 US Census,” n.d.; “1930 US Census,” n.d.; “1940 US Census,” n.d.;
“Miscellaneous Construction News - Flush Bulk,” Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, June 11, 1918, 616; “Contracts
Awarded - Store and Dwelling,” Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, April 16, 1919, 220; “Contracts Awarded - Dwelling,”
Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, May 14, 1919, 284; “Contracts Awarded - Residences,” Philadelphia Builders’ Guide,
November 2, 1921, 704; “Contracts Awarded - Building,” Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, November 1, 1922, 703;
“Contracts Awarded - Building,” 299; “Home for the Aged,” Philadelphia Builders’ Guide, July 9, 1930, 439.

3 W.E.B. DuBois, The Philadelphia Negro (Pantianos Classics, 1899), 121-24; “Construction Permit 12301,” October
29, 1925; “Construction Permit 13751,” December 2, 1923.
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Streets. In the 1940 Census, the 70 year old Bythewood and his 56 year old wife are listed as living with
four foster sons, aged 17 to 9.4

4 “Marriage Announcement,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 1, 1947, 6; “Our Women Today: Miss Warlick
Honored,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 4, 1940, 7; “Mr. And Mrs. Percy H. Sykes Hosts At A Delightful At Home,”
Philadelphia Tribune, August 2, 1934, 6; “Newly Weds Feted At Reception,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 17, 1942,
8; “Rainbow Club St. Patrick’s Tea Scores,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 21, 1942, 6.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1719 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301173800

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by John Simpson (Roofer), family (5 people, White)
1930 - Rented by Jacob Morris (Restaurant Cook), family, nine lodgers (12 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by Manie Procter (Servant), family three lodgers (7 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal W|_th flat stone lintels
and sills
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.

) . Wood cornice with brackets. Dentiled
Bays: 2 Other Materials: brick belt course above first floor.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1721 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301173900

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Warren Perry (Hotel Waiter), wife (2 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by John Weaver (Janitor), three lodgers (4 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Mary Brown (No Occupation), family, one lodger (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with metal flashing
surrounds

. Non-historic/wood with metal screen

Stories: 3 Doors: )
door. Transom filled.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1723 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301174100

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by John S. Griffin (cafe waiter) and wife with lodger (3 people, Black).

1930 - Owned by John L. Griffin (department store porter, Black).

1940 - Rented by McKinely Lancaster (chauffeur) and family (3) with two lodgers (6 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels
and sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Flat stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal basement window grates. Eamted
stone basement. Wood cornice.
Renovated between September 2018
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: and November 2020. (Google Maps
Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1725 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301174200

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Charles Hatton (hotel waiter) and family (4) with two lodgers (7 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Charles Hatton (head waiter) and family (4) with two lodgers (7 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Charles Hatton (elevator operator) and family (3) with four lodgers (8 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat wood lintels
and sills.
. Non-historic/metal with wood surround
Stories: 3 Doors: .
and wood lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice and b_rackets with metal
flashing.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Original lintels and sills
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1727 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301174300

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by John S. Terrell (caterer) and family (3) with three lodgers (7 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Ethel Lockman (waitress) with two lodgers (3 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Marie Mitchell (unable to work) and mother with two lodgers (4 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal ywth brick sills and
wood lintels.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Metal front porch awning.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1729 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888304004 ,888304006 ,888304008

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Elijah Jackson (restaurant keeper) and family (3) with six lodgers (10 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Chauncey Kennedy and family (5) with three lodgers (9 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Mary Brown (no occupation, Black) and family (1) with lodger (3 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with plastered
surrounds.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal with plastered

surround.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice Wlth brackets and metal

fascia board
. ) . . . ) Renovated between August 2009 and
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick Additions/Alterations: June 2011 (Google Maps Street View)

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1731 Christian St OPA Number: 301174500

Individually Listed: Status: Replacement

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2011-2014
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Joseph T. McCartney (roofer) and family (4) (5 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Rented by Mary M. Summers (no occupation listed) and family (1). Rented by Charles Gibbs (storage truck helper) and wife (4 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Bertha Batty (servant, Black) with four lodgers (5 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: N/A Windows: Non-h|stor|9/metal Wlth. flat concrete
lintels and sills

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wooden
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Brick cornice.

Partially demolished (only floor joists
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: visible) circa October 2011 (Google

Maps Street View)

Primary Image Historic Image
Notes:

Building nearly entirely demolished in 2011. Entirely new facade.

Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1733 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301174600

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

Walker K. Jackson

1920 - Rented by Gertrude Jackson (housekeeper) and family (1) with three lodgers (5 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Jonie Coleman (no occupation, Black)and family (2); rented by Arthur Anderson (porter, Black) and wife; rented by Walker K. Jackson
(Pullman porter) and wife (7 people total, all Black).
1940 - Owned by Walker K. Jackson (office clerk, Black) and wife; rented by Arthur Anderson (porter, Black) and wife with lodger (5 people total, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Metal shutter hinges at the corner of

each window opening and shutter dogs

Style: ltalianate Windows: su_g_ges.t that the window units are
original; window sashes replaced.
Soldier course brick lintels and rowlock
sills.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with brick lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets and panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Significant

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1733 Christian St. — Walker K. Jackson (1886 — 1968)

Walker Killingsworth Jackson was born in Chester, South Carolina in
1886, as were his two brothers, Elijah (born 1885) and Wilon (born
1897). He studied at Lincoln University, receiving a BA in 1909 and an
AM in 1912, and acting as manager for the football team. While the
1920 Census shows Elijah and Wilon living together at 1729 Christian St.
which Elijah owned, Walker is not listed. The 35 year old Elijah gave his
occupation as restaurant keeper, while 23 year old Wilon gave his as
railroad porter.?

By 1930, Walker and his wife Helen (married in 1927), rented a room or
rooms at 1733 Christian St. Wilon—now in the shoe repair business—
had also married and had purchased 1701 Christian St. Elijah does not
appear in the 1930 Census. While Walker was listed as working as a

] ) Walker K. Jackson
Pullman porter, this may have been a job taken the result of the Great (Black Legislators in Pennsylvania}

Depression.?

In the early 1930s Walker Jackson entered politics, as a division leader for Republican Party in the 30™
Ward under machine politician Magistrate Edward W. Henry, and—possibly later—as Henry’s campaign
manager, roles more in keeping with his education than Pullman porter. A struggle within the party
between Henry and Rep. John C. Asbury (who was part of the Vare political organization, see 1710
Christian St.), resulted in Jackson’s division being halved in size in 1933, with the new dividing line
running between his house and the neighboring one at 1731 Christian St. According to a statement by
Asbury, this division “was made for the convenience of the voters.”*

Asbury had acted while Henry was out of the city, vacationing at Hot Springs, Arkansas. Upon Henry’s
return, the wheels of retribution were set in motion. Henry, Jackson, John M. Marquess, Exalted Ruler
of the Quaker City Lodge (see 1943 Christian St.), B. G. Collier, state head of the Knights of Pythias, and
white millionaire Councilman Harry Trainer held a “secret conclave” in March 1933 in which they plotted
strategy. Two months later, Jackson was presented as a candidate for the Republican nomination for
the 7*" Legislative District (the 30" Ward) of the state legislature seat. Perhaps as a swipe at Asbury,
Jackson was described as, “direct and positive in his dealing with others, he loves truth unvarnished; he
hates duplicity, deception, makeshifts and shams; he has no respect for the double-crosser, political or

! According to the online biography provided by the Pennsylvania House of Representatives he received a BA from
the Brainerd Institute in Chester, however, according to the Lincoln University’s 1946 Alumni Directory, he
received both his BA and MA from Lincoln.

2 “Walker K. Jackson,” in Pennsylvania House of Representatives Biographical Dictionary (Harrisburg, PA:
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, n.d.); “1910 US Census,” n.d.; “1920 US Census,” n.d.; Laurence Foster,
ed., The Alumni Directory of Lincoln University (Lincoln University, PA: Lincoln University, 1946), 61; Orrin C. Evans,
“In A Personal Vein,” Afro-American, January 27, 1934, 6.

341930 US Census,” n.d.; “Marriage Licenses,” Reading Times, November 29, 1927, 10.

4 “Judge Henry Among Those Hit in 30th Ward Shake-Up,” Afro-American, February 18, 1933, 4; “He Won,” Afro-
American, May 26, 1934, 12; Edgar W. Roster, “B. G. Collier, Trainer Candidate, Succeeds Asbury In 30th Ward:
Vare Machine Seen Cracked,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 7, 934, 1.
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otherwise, and will in positive and direct terms state his position on any question. A CLEAN FIGHTER
AND A SQUARE DEAL FOR EVERYBODY.”®

In May 1934, as part of a city-wide collapse of the Vare machine, Jackson received more than twice the
votes of the Asbury-supported incumbent to win the Republican nomination, and then in November was
one of only two Philadelphia Republicans to prevail against the FDR/New Deal-inspired Democratic
wave, winning his seat with a 58% to 42% margin. Some of this success can be ascribed to the demand
of the leadership of the black Republican organization that the party go on record as favoring an equal
rights law, supporting “justice and a Square Deal for Negroes,”® opposing segregated schools, supporting
a Federal anti-lynching law, and appointing more black to state jobs—only 63 of the approximately
20,000 state employees were black. Jackson had been quoted approvingly as saying that “he would
sacrifice going to the State Legislature if it would ensure greater justice for Negroes.” ’

Although black Pennsylvania’s mood was jubilant on January 1, 1935 when a record number of five black
state representatives (three Republicans and two Democrats) were sworn in before their families,
including the father of one who had travelled from North Carolina for the ceremony, the mood quickly
soured when all were assigned desks at the rear of the chamber, including three-term representative
Samuel Hart (R) who was forced to give up his “front and center seat.”® While Jackson did have success
with a bill to protect charitable institutions from fraudulent solicitations, his subsequent effort to get
state funding for Lincoln University was defeated. Jackson seems to have been distracted for the
remainder of his term by infighting between different factions of the Philadelphia Republican machine,
purportedly caused by his support for a candidate in the primary election for city council against
Trainer’s wishes.’

After being defeated in the party primary by Trainer’s favored candidate, and then throwing his support
behind the Democratic candidate, William Allmond (see 1700 Christian St.), Jackson retired from politics.
It is unclear what work he did. In the 1940 Census he describes himself as a “clerk” working in an
“office.” In his 1942 draft registration card (he was 55 years old) he listed his place of employment as
Federal Works Agency, which was a 1939 effort to consolidate some of the numerus federal
construction agencies created by the New Deal. Later he became research and educational specialist at
the Department of Justice. Outside of work he also involved himself in the Lincoln University Alumni
Association, rising to become Executive Secretary in 1946, and throwing himself into the organization
and promotion of a football rivalry between Lincoln and Howard Universities. The annual “Classic,”
played at Drexel’s or Temple’s stadiums on Thanksgiving Day, attracted 25,000 fans in 1943. According

5 “Peoples’ Friend,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 3, 1934, 3; “Coalitions Being Formed As Secret Confabs Are Held,”
Afro-American, March 4, 1933, 4.

6 “Rumbles of Discontent Grow Among G. O. P. Adherents As Campaign Draws Nearer,” Philadelphia Tribune,
September 13, 1934, 3.

7 “Rumbles of Discontent Grow Among G. O. P. Adherents As Campaign Draws Nearer,” 3; Kenton Jackson, “Negro
Big Factor In Democratic Victory,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 8, 1934, 1; Roster, “B. G. Collier, Trainer
Candidate, Succeeds Asbury In 30th Ward: Vare Machine Seen Cracked,” 1.

8 “Negro Members Of House Given Seats To Rear,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 3, 1935, 1.

% “Negro Members Of House Given Seats To Rear,” 1; “Earle Signs Hart National Guard Bill,” Philadelphia Tribune,
June 6, 1935, 3; “State Aid For Lincoln Killed By Gov. Earle,” Philadelphia Tribune, July 25, 1935, 1; Edgar W. Roster,
“Mayor Pledges Hospital Aid: Trainer Turns Thumbs Down On Jackson,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 27, 1936, 1.
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to the alumni association directory, he was also a member of the YMCA Board, and a Past Exalted Ruler
of the Quaker City Elks Lodge.°

In 1947 he became co-director of the Veterans Electric Shoe Repair and Trade School, established by his
brother Wilon. From an enrollment of 30 students its first year, the school grew to more than 600 in
1951. Divided into a Tailoring School and a Shoe Repair Department, the school drew students from as
far away as Mississippi. By 1958, Walker K. Jackson had retired, left Christian St. and was living in a
palatial house in Yeadon. He died in 1968.!

10 Orrin C. Evans, “Allmond Snubs $2,200 Job To Remain In Legislative Race,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 10,
1936, 1; “1940 US Census,” n.d.; “Selective Service Registration Card - Walker K. Jackson,” April 27, 1942;
“Veterans Shoe Repair And Trade School Helps Veterans And Non-Veterans Prepare For Life,” Philadelphia Tribune,
September 1, 1951, 8; Foster, The Alumni Directory of Lincoln University, 61; Jack Saunders, “l Love a Parade,”
Philadelphia Tribune, November 29, 1958, 9.

11 “yeterans Shoe Repair And Trade School Helps Veterans And Non-Veterans Prepare For Life,” 8; Saunders, “|
Love a Parade,” 9; “Walker K. Jackson.”
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1735 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301174700

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record

1930 - Owned by Mattie Hawkes (housekeeper); rented by Inman Wells (baker) and wife; rented by George B. Clark (chauffeur) and wife with lodger; (6

people, Black).

1940 - Owned by Mattie Hamkins (dressmaker); rented by Alice Scott (office clerk) and family (3); rented by Nelson Sharrow (laborer) and family (3); (9

people total, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Metal shutter hinges at the corner of

Style: ltalianate Windows: egch window opening suggest original

window frames; sashes replaced. Flat

stone lintels and sills.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with wood lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1737 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301174900

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Alexander G. MacKenzie (junk dealer) and family (3) with two lodgers (6 people, Black).

1930 - Rented by Alexander McKenzie (junk dealer) and wife with three lodgers (5 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Benjamin Wallers (warehouse attendant) and wife; rented by Jennie White (servant) with lodger (4 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: Modified Italianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with jack arch stone
lintels and flat sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-hlstonc/wooq with jack arch stone
lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with thin brackets.
Renovated between October 2011 and
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: May 2014. Original wood cornice with

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

brackets removed. (Google Maps Street
View)

Facade dates to c. 2012 renovation but is contextual with historic district in massing, scale, proportions, and materials.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1739 Christian St OPA Number: 301175000

Individually Listed: Status: Replacement

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2011 (Google Maps Street View)
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by George Potter (hotel waiter) and family (3) with four lodgers (8 people, Black)
1930 - Rented by Laura J. Potter (domestic) and family (4) with four lodgers (9 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Laura Potter (unable to work) and family (7) with two lodgers (10 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: N/A - new construction Windows: Non-historic/metal with flat lintels and sills|
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.
Bays: Other Materials: Bay, 2nd and 3rd floors.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1741 Christian St OPA Number: 301175100

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Harry C. Whiting (janitor) and wife with eight lodgers (10 people, Black).

1930 - Rented by Eliza Horgen (waiter) and family (3); rented by Evelyn Pence (domestic) and family (1); (6 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Harvey Fields (clerk, Black); rented by Melanie Holmes (waiter, Black) and wife with lodger; rented by James Anderson (laundry) and
family (2); (7 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal W|_th flat stone lintels
and sills
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice Wlt.h brackets and
paneling.
Front step with hand rail. Renovated
Exterior Walls: Concrete block & Brick Additions/Alterations: between August 2009 and July 2011.
(Google Maps Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1743 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301175200

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Peter Fassett (janitor, Black) and family (2) with three lodgers; (6 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Peter Fassett (retired, Black) and family (3) with four lodgers (8 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by John Phillips (unable to work) and family (7); (8 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
Style: Italianate Windows: and sills. Shutters and 3rd and 2nd
stories.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice Wltlh brackets and
paneling.
Exterior Walls: Red brick, with two decorative black brick Additions/Alterations: Renovated circa June 2_011 (Google
belt courses between floors. Maps Street View)

Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1745 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301175300

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Maud Lawson (waitress) with six lodgers; (7 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by William Watkins (carbonator in a bottling plant) and family (2) with three lodgers (6 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Chauncey Kennedy (clerk) and family (5) with lodger (7 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with shutters.
Non-historic wood with metal screen
Stories: 3 Doors: QOor. Door opening partially filled with
brick. Secondary ice/coal access door to
rear.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets and panels.
Plastered cement basement level with
Exterior Walls: Brick. Additions/Alterations: glass block basement windows. Brick
front entry.

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

) - ) 888303146, 888303148, 888303150,
Address: 1747 Christian St OPA Number: 888303152, 888303154
Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data
Historic Name: Post Office Station D Year Built: 1893
Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Federal Building Architect: John F. Stuckert
Historic Function: Post Office Builder: All B. Rorke

Social History:

1920 - No Census Record, 1930 - No Census Record, 1940 - No Census Record

In addition to postal services, Post Office Station D served as a banking center for Philadelphia’s Black community, enabling residents to send remittance
funds to relatives who remained in the South. Governed by the Federal 1883 Civil Service Act rather than city patronage, Black postal workers were
considered high-status non-professional jobs. John M. Brown, the head of Station “D,” was the first Black postal superintendent in the city. (See Criterion

A&J)
References:
Physical Description
Style: Queen Anne Windows: Non-hls_torlc/metal with stgne arch
window lintels and stone sill course.
Stories: 2 Doors: Non-historic metal with stone arch lintel.
Bays: 10 Other Materials: Corbelled brick cormce line with stone
molding.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: 2d story added, building divided into five
apartments
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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(1959; from 18t Street showing before second story was added)
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1700 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301189200

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Historical Data

William Allmond, Funeral Director

Year Built:

Associated Individual:

Mixed Use

Architect:

Social History:

Funeral Services

Builder:

ca 1865-1875

William Allmond

1920 - Owned by William Allmond (Embalmer, Undertaker), wife, two lodgers (4 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by William Allmond (Undertaker), family (4 people, Black)

1940 - No Census Record

William Allmond was a successful undertaker who served as a member of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, elected as part of the Democratic
sweep of the Black vote in Philadelphia under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He was one of a group of black legislators who introduced three bills to

prohibit race discrimination in the defense industry that were defeated in the Senate. (See attached biography)

References:
Physical Description
Style: Colonial Revival Windows: Historic/not on_gmal/metal. Stong
segmental arch lintel. Flat stone sills.

Stories: 4 Doors: Historic, not original/wood and glass.

) . Bay windows on 2d floor Christian St and
Bays: Other Materials: 17th St, and 3d floor Christian St;
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Mansard added with granite (?) shingles

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

“rear addition and interior alterations;” C. H. Wilson, Architect, 1130 Lombard St.; Philadelphia Builder's Guide, May 13, 1921, p. 329

Classification:

Significant

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1700 Christian St. — William “Bill” Allmond (1883-1943)

William Allmond graduated in the first class of Philadelphia Training
School for Embalmers in 1901 and went to work in his family’s
mortuary company. In 1907 he struck out on his own, and in 1913
opened his own business at 1700 Christian Street after remodeling the
building. In November of that year he conducted the first black
“Automobile Funeral,” in which the hearse and mourners’ vehicles
were all automobiles.?

In 1927, Allmond moved into politics, being elected First Vice President
of the Citizens Republican Club. A year later he ran for city council,
claiming support of Magistrate Edward Henry. This effort appears to
have collapsed when Henry issued a statement contradicting Allmond’s
claim.?

William Allmond
(Black Legislators in Pennsylvania)

Having failed for the moment in politics, Allmond returned to

undertaking. In 1928 he was one of a group of black undertakers who banded together to purchase the
Mt. Lawn Cemetery from its white owners. In 1931, Allmond was ordered to deduct $350 from a $991
bill for funeral expenses. The lawyer for the plaintiff, was John C. Asbury (see 1710 Christian St.). Five
months later, having failed to repay the money, Allmond was charged with fraud for having substituted
a cheaper casket than requested, without reducing the price. The case seems to have been resolved
quietly as there is no further mention in the press.3

In 1934, Allmond, who an unfriendly article in the Tribune described as “fat, aristocratic, and rich
looking”* ran afoul of Asbury while attempting to be named County Undertaker. Having been given the
position by Asbury (his “political enemy” ® for nearly 15 years), Allmond went to a Democratic party boss
for confirmation. Enraged, Asbury withdrew the position and gave it instead to an undertaker from
North Philadelphia. Allmond then ran for state legislature, initially as a member of both parties, before
changing his party affiliation from Republican to Democrat. In the ensuing election, however, he was
defeated handily by Walker K. Jackson (see 1733 Christian St.), 1,883 votes to 244.°

1 Black Legislators In Pennsylvania History in 1911 - 2010, n.d., 17; “Flashes and Sparks,” Philadelphia Tribune,
August 30, 1913, 5; “Undertaker William Allmond Jr. (Photo),” Philadelphia Tribune, November 8, 1913, 1;
“Advertisement - William Allmond Funereal Director,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 17, 1925, 5.

2 “Sparks Again To Head The Citizens’ Club,” Philadelphia Tribune, December 15, 1927, 1; “Fight Looms For Places
In 30th Ward,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 29, 1928, 1; “Peace Reigns In 30th Ward Division Fight,” Philadelphia
Tribune, April 19, 1928, 1.

3 “Calamity Howlers, Dirge Singers Catch Tail of This Kite,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 2, 1928, 1; “Jurist Orders
Cut In Monroe Funeral Bill,” Philadelphia Tribune, December 10, 1931, 1; “Allmond Held For Court On Fraud
Charge,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 12, 1932, 1.

4 “Henry’s Aid Fatal to Bill Allmond,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 18, 1934, 1.

5 “Henry’s Aid Fatal to Bill Allmond,” 1.

6 “Henry’s Aid Fatal to Bill Allmond,” 1; “Gov. Pinchot Hit As Foe Of Negroes,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 10, 1934,
1; “Jackson Swamps Harris In Bitter 30th Ward Fight,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 17, 1934, 1.
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Two years later Allmond tried again, running for state legislature as a Democrat. William Upshur, a
fellow undertaker who lived on 2100 block of Christian St., ran against him, having defeated Walker K.
Jackson for the Republican nomination. When Jackson switched party affiliation, the Democratic
machine offered Allmond a $2,200 per year position if he would withdraw for the election. Allmond
brusquely declined and with Jackson’s support defeated Upshur by a substantial majority as part of a
Democratic sweep of the black vote in Philadelphia (including the 30™" Ward Young Republicans Club
under the leadership of Jackson’s brother, Wilon, see 1701 Christian St.), that was seen as a sign of
support for Franklin Roosevelt.’

In 1937 a testimonial banquet was given to honor Allmond at the YMCA (see 1724 Christian St.).
Described as a “pompous but democratic Democrat,” Allmond was feted by a number of politicians
(including William H. Fuller, see 1705 Christian St.) and members of the public, and received a gold
watch and a fountain pen. During the war, he was one of a group of black legislators who introduced
three bills to prohibit race discrimination in the defense industry. The bills passed the legislature
numinously, but were defeated in the Senate. He remained in the Legislature, living at 1700 Christian
St., until 1942 when he died in Pleasantville, NJ.8

7 “Upshur Defeats Jackson In 30th Ward,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 30, 1936, 1; “Allmond Snubs $2,200 Job To
Remain In Legislative Race,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 10, 1936, 1; “Trainer 30th Ward Rule Is Seen Ended
With Election Of Allmond,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 5, 1936, 1.

8 “/Our Bill’ Snatches The Spotlight,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 8, 1937, 13; “Former Local Man Marries White
Woman,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 7, 1928, 1; Black Legislators In Pennsylvania History in 1911 - 2010, 17;
“William A. Allmond,” in Pennsylvania House of Representatives, n.d.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1702 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

888304970 ,888304972

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - Rented by George Jeter (Driver? - Coroner), wife, lodger (3 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by Harry Morgan (Laborer), wife (2 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlston_c/metal. Segmenltal arch
stone lintel. Flat stone sills.

. Non-historic/wood. Round arch brick

Stories: 3 Doors: . .
lintel with keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice
Exterior Walls: Brick. Additions/Alterations: Bay added 1st and 2nd floors,and recentl
refaced; marble base is historic.

Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Bay appears on 1918 Bromley map.

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1704 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301189500

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Julius Forbes (Janitor), family (5 people, Black)
1930 - Rented by five families, four lodgers (14 people, Black)
1940 - Rented by four families (12 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal. Flat stone lintel.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-hlstorlc/wood. Rc_>und arch brick
lintel. Infill.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Flat metal cornice.
Exterior Walls: Brick and stucco Additions/Alterations: Bay added 1st and 2nd floors
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Bay appears on 1918 Bromley map.
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1706 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301189600

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by John Markell (Teamster), family (9 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Thomas Smart (Janitor), wife, four lodgers (6 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Thomas Smart (Janitor), family, one lodger (5 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstorllc/metal. Segment_al arch
stone lintels. Flat stone sills.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with metal screen.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with carved frieze.
Exterior Walls: Stone Additions/Alterations: Bay added 1st and 2nd floors

non historic stone veneer added
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Bay appears on 1918 Bromley map.

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21

228



KIM
Text Box
Bay appears on 1918 Bromley map.

KIM
Text Box
2


1706 Christian St.

229



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1708 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

888304034 ,888304036

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Anna Holland (No Occupation), family (3 people, White)
1930 - Owned by Arthur Jackson (Chef, Restaurant), wife, six lodgers (Black)
1940 - Owned by George Scott (No Occupation), family (4 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with stuccoed
surround.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Stuccoed surround.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1710 Christian St OPA Number: 301189800
- . . State Historic Marker 2014HM00020 )

Individually Listed: (04/24/2014) Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875

Current Name: Associated Individual: John C. Asbury

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by John C. Asbury (Lawyer - see Biography), family, one lodger (4 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by John C. Asbury (Assistant District Attorney), family (3 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by John C. Asbury (No Occupation), family (4 people, Black)

References:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JHPIrh60G6uJwHoyAgxNdGvBO3NDaLm3EIvMI2xntEU/edit?usp=sharing

Physical Description

) . . " ) Historic, possibly original. Brownstone
Style: High ltalianate Windows: surround with pediment and brackets.
Historic/possibly original. Bolection
Stories: 3 Doors: molding and molded transom bar on door
: : frame. Molded paired door. Brownstone
surround with pediment and brackets.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with egg-and-dart molding,
dentils, side finials.
Exterior Walls: Brownstone Additions/Alterations: Bay added 2”‘;:22 d(ird floors; Entry
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1710 Christian Street - John C. Asbury (1862- 1941)

According to Richard Sand of the Pennsylvania Historical and ""]HN G'ASB”RY : '
Museum Commission, John Cornelius Asbury was “the most EN““RSE“BYTHE

prominent African American politician in Pennsylvania in the first RAREE TR :
half of the 20th century.”’ He was born in Washington County, THIRTIETH WARI] ‘
Pennsylvania, outside of Pittsburgh. After completing his | Vemoatomts - i a - g,
undergraduate education at nearby Washington and Jefferson Republican  Committee; - Nomin. :
College, he moved to Washington, D.C. to attend law school at i n};dl by a Thousand Citizens, .

, he . lington, : ~ Including Bishops, Ministers,
Howard University, graduating in 1885 and passing the Bar Exam | e, G v
for the District of Columbia in the same year. In 1887, Asbury EDOCTORS' LAlV;YE_RS, DENT‘STS '
moved to Norfolk County, Virginia to serve as the local District : 3
Attorney, a position that he kept for four years. In 1892, Asbury
represented the 2nd Congressional District of Virginia at the
National Republican Convention in Minneapolis for presidential
candidate Benjamin Harrison. It is the first event on record in
Asbury’s illustrious political career.?

In 1897, Asbury moved north to Philadelphia, became one of the
few African-American members of the Philadelphia Bar and in
1901 married lda Bowser, the first African American woman to
graduate from the University of Pennsylvania (Music) and a noted
violinist.® He moved in search of more lucrative career
opportunities and soon found them, first with the Keystone Aid
Society in 1902 and a year later with the Eden Cemetery : ;
Company. The Keystone Aid Society was an industrial insurance - T
company for black workers that survived the economic turbulence JOUN C. ASBURY. ™

of multiple depressions, including the Great Depression, not least

because of Asbury’s legal management.* The Eden Cemetery Company was a response to the
condemnation of Lebanon Cemetery (near present day 19th Street and Snyder Avenue in South
Philadelphia), one of the few black burial grounds in the city, for crowding and dlipadiation. Asbury and
his fellow founders secured a piece of the original Bartram-family estate in Collingdale, Delaware
County and, despite resistance from the local community, successfully disinterred the bodies from
Lebanon, transported them six miles to Collingdale, and reinterred them at Eden.

' Kristin E. Holmes, “His Turn: Black Pioneer, Cemetery Founder, Finally Honored,” Philadelphia Inquirer, April
24,2014,
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/homepage/20140423_Two_ceremonies_to_mark_history_of Eden_Cemeter
y.html.

2 Eric Ledell Smith discusses Asbury in “Asking for Justice and Fair Play’: African American State Legislators and
Civil Rights in Early Twentieth-Century Pennsylvania,” Pennsylvania History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies 63,
no. 2 (1996): 169—-203.

3 afrc187, “Ida Bowser Asbury,” Reflections: The UPenn Black History Project (blog), February 2, 2012,
https://web.archive.org/web/20210509221501/https://upennblackhistory.wordpress.com/2012/02/02/ida-bowser-
asbury/.

4 “Keystone Aid Society Now 30 Years Old: Staff Breakfast Marks Anniversary of Well Managed Company,”
Philadelphia Tribune, July 14, 1932.
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Keystone Aid Society and the Eden Cemetery Company made Asbury one of the wealthiest African
Americans in Philadelphia and made him an important supporter of beneficial institutions such as the
Downingtown Industrial School, Booker T. Washington’s Tuskegee Institute, and Mercy Hospital and
School for Nurses. It also quickened his acceptance into the “O.P.” society (“Old Philadelphian) of
Philadelphia's black elite. In 1905, Asbury became a member of the Alpha Boule Chapter of Sigma Pi
Phi, the first non-collegiate African American fraternity (it was founded in Philadelphia a year before),
perhaps the most elite fellowship of black men in Philadelphia. He was also an active member of the
Odd Fellows and the editor of the Odd Fellows Journal, a Mason (St. Albans Lodge, A.F. and A.M.),
and a member of the O.V. Catto Elks Lodge.® At some point in this period before 1910, the Asbury
family moved to 1710 Christian Street.

With his personal income assured from management of the Keystone Aid Society and the Eden
Cemetery Company, and with his social standing in good order, Asbury, already a member of the
Citizens Republican Club, turned his ambitions toward creating a role for himself within Philadelphia’s
notorious Republican Machine. Between 1916-1920, Asbury served as City Solicitor, the mayor’s chief
legal officer. In 1921, Asbury was elected by the voters of the Thirtieth Ward to serve in the
Pennsylvania State Legislature as an Assemblyman. He was endorsed by all of the major leaders in the
neighborhood, including Charles A. Tindley, William A. Harrod, Thomas C. Imes, Dr. Robert J. Abele,
William H. Fuller, and Edward W. Henry.® In this position, Asbury introduced Pennsylvania’s first civil
rights bill--the so-called “Asbury Equal Rights Bill”--but it did not pass, lacking the support of U.S.
Senator Boies Penrose, all-powerful head of the Republican Machine.” Asbury, however, remained in
good standing with the Vare brothers triumvirate, which controlled Philadelphia until the mid-1930s. In
1925, Asbury was appointed Chair of the “Coloured” exhibition for the Sesquicentennial Committee.? In
1928, Asbury was appointed Assistant District Attorney after helping to secure Republican John
Monaghan'’s election to the District Attorney’s office.® This made Asbury one of the most powerful
African Americans in the city.

By 1933, however, the Republican consensus in the Thirtieth Ward began to unravel and some of
Asbury’s former supporters in the Ward turned against him and toward a resurgent Democratic Party,
including John M. Marquess, head of the Quaker City Elks, Lodge No. 420. Asbury’s commitment to the
Republican Party was steadfast, as well as self-serving. It included loyalty to Harry J. Trainer, the
white, Vare-appointed leader of the Thirtieth Ward, as well as Asbury’s support for a redistricting effort

5 “Asbury Will Organize Lodges,” Afro-American, April 22, 1911.

6 “John C. Asbury Endorsed by the Thirtieth Ward,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 17, 1920.

7“An Old Timer,” “Asbury’s Equal Rights Bill Killed in State Senate; Opposition of Sen. Penrose Cause of Defeat,”
Philadelphia Tribune, April 23, 1921. On the return to machine politics in Philadelphia after the Progressive
movement subsided, see Arthur P. Dudden, “The City Embraces ‘Normalcy,” 1919-1929,” in Philadelphia: A 300-
Year History, ed. Russell Frank Weigley, 1st ed. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1982), 566—600.

8 “John C. Asbury Heads Sesqui-Centennial,” The Pittsburgh Courier, August 8, 1925.

% “After 25 Years: Asbury Sworn Into Office Without Show Ceremony,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 15, 1928.

'9'In the early 1930s, after the Great Depression and with the rise of Roosevelt's New Deal, many African
Americans reconsidered their longstanding support of the Republican Party. Asbury was not one of them. In one
remembrance, an author wrote, “One of his most outstanding traits was his unswerving loyalty to the political
party which had honored him and which has, as he put it, ‘changed his people from chattels to human beings.’
Through all the changing phases of the First, Second, and Third New Deals, Mr. Asbury kept faith with his political
ideals. While this one and that one tossed hither and thither in search of some soft political berth in which to land.
John Asbury clung to the apparently sinking shop, with his avowed profession that “The Republican Party is the
ship, all else is rolling sea.” He never compromised with this theory.” Samuel Reading, “John C. Asbury----An
Appreciation,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 13, 1941.
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that led to the loss of eight black and two white committeemen (all of whom opposed the Republicans)
in the Thirtieth Ward."

John C. Asbury died on Labor Day, 1941. Marian Anderson sang at his funeral services at Union
Baptist Church. The author of his obituary noted, “An outstanding lawyer, he had held more city and
state political positions than any other member of his race in the State.”'?

Image above from The Philadelphia Tribune, 15 March 1928, p. 1.

" “Coalitions Being Formed as Secret Confams Are Held,” Afro-American, March 4, 1933, sec. 4; “Marquess,
Collier Join in Attack on 30th Ward Head,” Afro-American, March 4, 1933.

12 Barbara Saunders, “Miss Marian Anderson Sings at Rites for John C. Asbury,” Afro-American, September 13,
1941.
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More Information:

Asbury and Historic Eden Cemetery:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7iDcYnlwGo&ab channel=WHYY

S o — At

HSTS TO NATION'S LAWYERS AT PHILADELPHIA

When lawyers from all sections of the United States meet In

‘ Secretary, C. Edward Dickerson, Treasurer, Rufus Watson; sec.
zl;hi:;delrhél AX‘“" 5‘,i 6, -&d 7 ftylrl !bhe an(mml cogr;nti:;:x ofhlhe ond row: Theodore Spaulding, William H. Fuller, Fleming As-
ational Bar Association, they will be entertaine e ahove 5 . Fi g i i
:roup of advocates, members of the John M. l.angsto: Law Club, .b"y' tkird rows Fitshugh Lo Styles, Heckert E..Mlllen, el
ost {o the convention. Reading left to right, front row: Rey- Hill, Walter L. Gay; back row: Robert N. C. Nix, John Francis
mond- Pace Alexander, John C. Asbury, Mercer L. Lewis, Presi- * Williamas, Maceo W. Hobbard; Carlyle L. Tucker, George W. Car-
dent Lewis Tanner Moore, Vice-President, E. Washinglon Rhodes, ry. $

Asbury (circled in red) standing next to Raymond Pace Alexander and other prominent black

Philadelphia lawyers at the 1937 National Bar Association annual conference. New Journal and Guide,
17 July 1937, p. A4.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1801 Christian St OPA Number: 301175500

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Howell's Pharmacy Year Built: c. 1865-75

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Mixed Use Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Andrew Cosby (hotel waiter) and family (6) with seven lodgers (13 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Theresa Richardson (waitress); rented by Richard Dean (hotel chef) and wife with two lodgers; rented by George Saunders (porter) and
family (2) with two lodgers; (10 people, Black).

1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate - altered Windows: Non-historic/metal with segmental arch
stone lintels and flat stone sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood and glass
Bays: Other Materials: Bracketed cormczlee.vlzlastered basement
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Significant renovations between June

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

2011 and June 2012 (Google Maps)

Classification:

Non-contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1803 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301175700

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Thomas Dorsey (waiter) and family; (3 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by Thomas Dorsey (waiter) and wife (2 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Thomas Dorsey (waiter) and wife (2 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Historic, non-original/metal, with

Style: Italianate Windows: segmental arch stone lintels and flat
stone sills.
Stories: ) Non-historic/wood with round arch lintel
tories: 3 Doors: . ’
(with fanlight transom)

Stone basement with decorative

Bays: 2 Other Materials: basement window grates. Wood cornice
with brackets.

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

1803-1813 row

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1805 Christian St OPA Number: 301175800

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Cecil J. Swaby (cannery packer) and wife with lodger (3 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by John Phillips (plasterer) and family (8 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by John Wilson (laborer) and family (6 people, Black).

References:

Physical Description

Historic, non-original/wood, with
segmental arch stone lintels. Stone sill
Style: ltalianate Windows: course between basement and first floor,
flat stone lintels between 1st/2nd and

2nd/3rd levels.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image Historic Image

Notes:

1803-5-7-9-11-13 row

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1807 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301175900

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Marmia Harper (social worker) and son with lodger (3 people, Black).
1930 - No Census Record
1940 - Rented by Harry Manning (waiter) and family (7); (8 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Historic, non-original/metal or wood with

Style: Italianate Windows: segmental stone arch lintels and flat arch
sills

Non-historic/wood with brick round arch

Stories: 3 Doors: lintel (with keystone) and decorative
wood trim.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

1803-5-7-9-11-13 row

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1809 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301176000

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Robert D.G. Troy (church secretary) and family, with two lodgers; (7 people, Black)
1930 - Owned by David Keiser (butler, Black) and family (7).
1940 - Owned by David Keiser (butler, Black) and family (2).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstonc/metal with segmgntal arch
stone lintels and flat sills
Non-historic/wood and glass with brick
Stories: 3 Doors: round arch lintel (with keystone) and
decorative wood trim.
Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

1803-5-7-9-11-13 row

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1811 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301176100

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by John S. Holmes (post office clerk) and family (3) with two lodgers (6 people, Black).

1930 - Owned by John L. Holmes (US government clerk, Black) and family (2) with two lodgers (6 people, Black).

1940 - Owned by John L. Holmes (unable to work, Black) and wife with one lodger (3 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstonc/metal with segmgntal arch
stone lintels and flat sills

Non-historic/wood with brick round arch

Stories: 3 Doors: lintel (with keystone) and decorative
wood trim.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

1803-5-7-9-11-13 row

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1813 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301176200

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Henry J. Hazell (stevedore) and family (4); (5 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Samuel H. Morris (real estate bus) and wife; (2 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Emeilta Hazell (no occupation) and family (3); (4 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
; " Non-historic/metal with plastered jack
: Italian :
Style: talianate Windows: arch stone lintels and flat sills. Shutters.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Plastered brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
1803-5-7-9-11-13 row
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1815 Christian St OPA Number: 301176300

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Noah Bailey (hotel waiter) and wife with four others (6 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Henry G. Hazel (ragger) and family (4); (5 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Samuel Morris (insurance) and wife with three lodgers (5 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstonc/metzlil\lzlth flat lintels and
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Stone Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1817 Christian St OPA Number: 301176500

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by George A. Washington (library janitor) and wife with three lodgers (5 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by O. Chichester (jeweler) and wife with lodger (3 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Chichester Halloway (clerk) and wife with two lodgers (4 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:
Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

ltalianate Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:

Plastered concrete or brick

Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal.

Non-historic/wood

Wood cornice with brackets

Bay, 2nd floor

Bay window added 1922 (Building permit)

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1819 Christian St OPA Number: 301176600

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Albert Fassett (carpenter) and wife with Jackson family (3); (5 people, Black).
1930 - No Census Record

1940 - Rented by Samuel Brown (laborer) and family (2); rented by Ernest Dickson (attendant) and wife; rented by John Seamon (laborer) and wife; rented

by James Larkins (laborer) and wife (9 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Style: Modified Italianate Windows:
Stories: 3 Doors:
Bays: Other Materials:

Stone (first floor) and plastered brick or

cMU Additions/Alterations:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Non-historic/metal

Non-historic/wood

Wood cornice with brackets and metal
fascia

Bay, 2nd and 3rd floors

Bay window added 1927 (Building permit)

Classification: Non-Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21

256



KIM
Text Box
c. 1861

KIM
Text Box
Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.


257

1819 Christian St.



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1821 Christian St OPA Number: 301176700

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by George A. Allen (insurance collector) and wife with three lodgers (5 people, Black).

1930 - No Census Record

1940 - Rented by David Lewis (porter) and family (2) with two lodgers (5 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:

Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Modified Italianate

3

2

Brick

see attached

Physical Description

Windows:

Doors:
Other Materials:

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal with brick lintels and
sills

Non-historic/wood with brick lintel

Garage. Wood cornice with brackets.

Classification:

Non-Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1823 Christian St OPA Number: 301176810

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by John J. George (butler) and family (3) with two lodgers (6 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Marie Ward with two lodgers; rented by Lena Smith with husband. Rented by E. May Brown (housework) with family (1); (7 people,

Black).

1940 - Rented by John Watson (laborer) and wife; rented by Henry James (laborer) and wife; rented by George Jones (laborer) and wife with lodger;
rented by Helen Payne (presser) and family (3); (11 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Non-historic/metal with brick lintels. First-

Style: ltalianate Windows: story stone sills/second- and third-story
brick sills

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood vY|th glass screen.

Secondary ice door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with b_rackets and metal
fascia.

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Ice/coal passage to rear

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1825 Christian St OPA Number: 301176900

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Morris Rixson (hotel waiter) and family (4); (5 people, Black).
1930 - Morris M. Rixson (janitor) and family (2) with three lodgers (6 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Gertrude Jones (presser) and family (1); rented by Cary Briscoe (presser) and family (1) with lodger; rented by Ida Williams (maid) and
family (1); rented by Fannie Gunderman (maid); rented by Elizabeth Burrell (servant) and family (1); rented by James Bryant (custodian); (11 people,

Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels
and sills.

Stories: 3 Doors:

Bays: 2 Other Materials:

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1827 Christian St OPA Number: 301177000

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by William J. Boddy (houseman) and wife with two lodgers (4 people, Black).

1930 - Rented by Henry B. Miller (stationary engineer) and family (7) with two lodgers (10 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Henry Miller (laborer) and family (1) with two lodgers (4 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:
Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

ltalianate

3

2

Brick

see attached

Physical Description

Windows:
Doors:

Other Materials:

Additions/Alterations:

Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
and sills. Shutters 2nd/3rd stories.

Non-historic/wood with flat still lintel

Wood cornice with replacement brackets
and metal fascia.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1829 Christian St OPA Number: 301177100

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Samuel Bowers (porter) and family (10) with two lodgers (13 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Sarah Jackson (housemaker) with three lodgers (4 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Kelly Watson (porter) and family (2) with three lodgers (6 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels.
Style: Italianate Windows: Stone sill first story. Brick sills 2nd/3rd
stories.

. Non-historic/wood with metal screen

Stories: 3 Doors: .
door. Stone lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal cornice.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1839 Christian St OPA Number: 301177700

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual: William Harrod

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by William W. Harrod (minister, see Biography) and family (2) with one lodger (4 people, Black).

1930 - Owned by W.A. Harrod (Baptist minister, Black) and family (2); (3 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by W.M. Harrod (clergy/minister, Black) and wife (2); (3 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

ltalianate Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:
Plastered brick. Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal with plastered stone
lintels (w/ keystones).

Non-historic/wood with flat stone lintel
(w/ keystone).

Wood cornice with brackets.

Classification:

Significant

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1839 Christian St. — Rev. William A. Harrod (1873 — 1947)

Born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1873, William Harrod graduated from
Brown University and Yale Divinity School before being ordained in
Baltimore in 1901. After serving as pastor of the Shiloh Baptist Church in
Hartford, Connecticut from 1904 to 1915, he was recruited by the First
African Baptist Church at 16™ and Christian Streets in 1916 on the
recommendation of the Reverend A. Clayton Powell of the Abyssinia
Baptist Church in New York.?

Rev. Harrod, his wife Nettie, and their daughter Portia first moved into

the church parsonage at 628 19%" Street (at the corner of Bainbridge
Street), a half-mile, 10 minute walk from the church. Then, in 1916 in
response to Rev. Harrod’s desire to be closer to the church, three
members of the church (who requested that they not be named publically)
purchased 1839 Christian St., down the block from the church, and
transferred it to the church at cost. Three years later the church paid off the $4,700 mortgage on the
parsonage, and assumed full ownership.?

Rev. William A. Harrod, 1916
(Philadelphia Tribune)

Harrod began meeting his church while still Pastor-elect. Described as “a great church builder, a fine
Christian gentleman, and an eminent scholar,”? he preached during morning and evening services to a
crowded church on March 12, 1915 and in the judgement of the Tribune, “made such a great impression
on the congregations through his sermons both from subject matter, knowledge of the Scripture, and
delivery that it is now an established fact that he is to be a leader in denominational and race circles in
the city.”* The next Tuesday he attended the monthly Men’s Meeting at which Adolph Hodge (see 1828
Christian St.) presented his prize-winning rebuttal of Dr. Phillip’s paper entitled “The Asserted
Retardation Among Negro School Children.” After his first year, the congregation was so pleased with
Rev. Harrod that they presented him with “a fine Overland automobile secured through the untiring
efforts of faithful women of the church,” to aid in his “labors of ministration to the sick and needy.”>

Rev. Harrod took over a church which, according to one report, made “some of the greatest social
contributions to the black community in Philadelphia by any black church in the early twentieth
century.”® Under his predecessor’s leadership the church “took a leading role in the community by
creating a series of social programs designed to provide services largely denied to blacks at the time

1 “Rev. William A. Harrod Dies in Philadelphia,” Hartford Courant, June 14, 1947, 4; “Pastor-Elect of the Cherry
Memorial Church,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 4, 1916, 2.

2 Charles H. Brooks, Official History of the First African Baptist Church (Philadelphia, PA: First African Baptist
Church, 1922), 137-38.

3 “pastor-Elect of the Cherry Memorial Church,” 2.

4 “pastor Elect Makes Grand Impression,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 18, 1916, 2.

5 “pPastor Elect Makes Grand Impression,” 2; “Brief News From Norristown,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 26,
1916, 6; “Old Historic First African Baptist Church: Holds Anniversary Reception in Honor of Beloved Pastor and
Wife,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 5, 1917, 1.

6 Matthew S. Hopper, “From Refuge To Strength: The Rise Of The African American Church In Philadelphia, 1787-
1949” (Philadelphia, PA: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia, 1998), 33.
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because of white prejudice.”” These included an insurance company, a building and loan association,
and a school providing training in industrial skills. In 1929 he was elected vice president of the white
Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Philadelphia, “the oldest and most outstanding Conference in the
Country.” This activity and the size of the congregation and grandeur of the church building, at a time
when most of Philadelphia’s black churches had fewer than 30 congregants and operated out of a
storefront, put First African Baptist at their forefront and made Harrod one of a handful of the city’s
most prominent black ministers.®

Two years later, Rev. Harrod suffered the embarrassment of being charged with misappropriating funds
while managing the estate of Mr. James H. Turner. The lawyer for the plaintiff, Mr. Turner’s mother,
claimed that Harrod did not have receipts for all the transactions involved with the estate, including
several cash payments for Mr. Turner’s funeral. Rev. Harrod’s lawyer successfully defended him through
two appearances in court, leading Harrod to comment, “This was my first experience as an administrator
of an estate, it shall certainly be my last.”®

As unemployment caused by the Great Depression grew, Rev. Harrod supported Mayor Harry Mackey’s
efforts to ameliorate its effects. Along with Rev. Charles Tindley (see 1509 Christian St.) in November
1930 Harrod was elected to the “Committee of Nine,” created by Mayor Harry Mackey to “learn the dire
needs of the Negro and in turn co-operate with a committee of one hundred which the Mayor has
working on the relief of the unemployed.”® Six months later the committee held a public meeting at
Tindley Temple, attended by the Mayor and his wife. On behalf of the Committee of Nine, Rev. Harrod
presented a report on funds raised for unemployment relief, as well as clothing, food, hot meals, and
coal donated to families in need. When Mackey completed his term as Mayor and was defeated in an
election for U.S. Representative, Harrod wrote to him stating his belief that “whatever cause you
espouse you will have our [black] support in gratitude and reciprocation.” !

Harrod continued to run the church and support community activities in the city for the rest of his life.
Since assuming his position he had expanded church programs, undertaken repairs, and expanded the
congregation. In 1943 he had the great satisfaction of ceremonially burring the church’s mortgage, after
it had been paid in full. OnJune 11, 1947, after a long battle with cancer, Rev Harrod died in his house
on Christian Street.?

7 Hopper, 33.

8 “Rev. W. A. Harrod Is Signally Honored,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 14, 1929, 14; Robert Gregg, Sparks from
the Anvil of Oppression: Philadelphia’s African Methodists and Southern Migrants, 1890-1940 (Philadelphia, PA:
Temple University Press, 1933), 46—47.

% “Clergyman Administrator Of Estate Haled To Court,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 12, 1931, 1.

10 Joseph H. Rainey, “25,000 Negroes Unemployed With 10,000 Additional Underemployed,” Philadelphia Tribune,
November 20, 1930, 1.

11 “Minister Promises Aid To Ex-Mayor,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 31, 1934, 16; “Mackey Pledges Continued
Support To Negroes Of City Hit By Hard Times,” Philadelphia Tribune, June 4, 1931, 1.

12 “pastor Begins His Fifteenth Year,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 1, 1930, 12; “Religion,” Philadelphia Tribune, June
5, 1943, 16; “Death Certificate - William A. Harrod” (City of Philadelphia, June 17, 1947); “Rev. William A. Harrod
Dies in Philadelphia,” 4.
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More Information:

http://keepingphiladelphia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/06/1600.06.Christian.FirstAfricanBaptist.Final-with-form.pdf
https://books.google.com/books/about/Official History of the First African Ba.html?id=hUHSAAAAM

AAJ
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1841 Christian St OPA Number: 301177800

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by John R. Johnson (chauffeur) and wife with five lodgers (7 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by Joseph H. Johnson (railroad porter) and family (2); (3 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Maney Ception (maid) and family (1) with eight lodgers; (10 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Style: N/A - replaced facade Windows:

Stories: 3 Doors:

Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
and sills

Non-historic/wood

Concrete steps. No cornice.

Facade and most of building entirely replaced in 2010.

Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1843 Christian St OPA Number: 888303772, 888303774, 888303776
Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data
Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861
Current Name: Associated Individual: Walter Jerrick MD
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Walter Jerrick (physician--see biography in Appendix) and wife with seven lodgers; rented by Pery O. Hicks (minister), wife, with five

lodgers (16 people, Black)

1930 - Owned by Walter F. Jarrick (physician--see biography) and wife (2 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Walter F. Jerrick (physician--see biography) and family (2); (3 people, Black).

References:

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jerrick-walter-fitzgerald-m-d-1894-1953/
Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:

Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

ltalianate Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:
Brick Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
and sills.

Non-historic/wood.

Wood cornice with brackets

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District
Nomination to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places

1843 Christian - Walter P. Jerrick (1894-1953)

Walter P. Jerrick was one of Christian Street’s great
“clubmen,” a doctor who was known as much for his
charm as for the medical service he provided to
Philadelphia’s African American community.?'? Jerrick
was born in Georgetown, British Guiana in 1894. He
came to the United States when he was 14 years old to
attend Downingtown Industrial School and prepare for
college. From 1909 to 1913, Jerrick attended Lincoln
University, where he started the Rho Chapter of the
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and for which he served as
president for 36 years. After graduation from Lincoln,
Jerrick entered the University of Pennsylvania Medical
School. He married Sarah E. Jerrick, a schoolteacher
who worked in Philadelphia public schools for the extent
of her career in 1918. After graduating from Penn, Jerrick
completed 6-month fellowships at the University of
Edinburgh and the University of Paris before returning to
Philadelphia for an internship at Frederick Douglass
Hospital.

Dr. Walter P. Jerrick, President of the Pyramid Club. From
the John L. Mosley Collection, Charles L. Blockson
Collection, Temple University Libraries.

Dr. Jerrick’s medical specialty was obstetrics and

gynecology. He served as associated gynecologist at the Joseph C. Price Hospital, a 50-bed private
hospital at 241 North Eighteenth Street that was adjacent to the Gynecean Hospital for Women.
“Known as a great clinical teacher, [Joseph Price] was considered by many to be the father of
abdominal surgery in America” and because his hospital was self-funded, he reserved the right to treat
all patients “regardless of race, creed, color, or financial means.”?'® Jerrick was the only colored
physician or staff person under his employ. In 1921, Jerrick also opened a private office on Christian
Street (exact location unknown; possibly in his home), which included a second-floor medical library, an
operating room, and laboratory for blood tests. “Another reason for Philadelphia’s love of their adopted
son is the individual, personal attention given each, sick or well,” one profile stated. “Believing in the
use of psychology as well as medicine on his patient, Dr. Jerrick has indeed well gained--and earned--
the right to be one of the City of Brotherly Love’s most respected physicians.”?'4

In 1938, Walter Jerrick was elected first president of the Pyramid Club. Started in the basement of
Christian Street YMCA, the Pyramid Club moved to 1517 W. Girard Avenue in North Philadelphia and
became the “mecca” of the black elite throughout the 1940s and 1950s. Through his belonging and
organizational efforts with the Pyramid Club rather than a political party, as well as in his professional

212 “witty Dr. Jerrick, *13; Loyal To Core, Was All Lincoln,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 13, 1954.

213 Frederick Murtagh, “James W. Kennedy, M.D. and the Joseph Price Memorial Hospital,” in Transactions &
Studies of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, vol. X1V, No. 1, V (Philadelphia: College of Physicians of
Philadelphia, 1992), 73—-82, http://archive.org/details/transactionsstud5141coll.

214 “Phjladelphia Physician Top Citizen,” Atlanta Daily World, November 14, 1950.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District
Nomination to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places

career, Dr. Jerrick was able to serve his community as a “race man.” In 1949, Sarah Jerrick died. Two
years later, Dr. Jerrick married Fannie Scott, the long-time secretary of the Pyramid Club. Dr. Jerrick
died in 1953. Though a member of the board of directors for the Bureau for Colored Children, the
Philadelphia County medical Society, the American Medical Association, and a member of the National
Medical Association, Dr. Jerrick’s obituaries all emphasized his skill as an orator, “renowned for his wit
and urbanity,” and his love of sports. He “would often say that one of the highlights of his life was the
signing of Jackie Robinson by the Brooklyn Dodgers and the breakdown of race bans in professional
baseball.”?'> Walter P. Jerrick is buried in Eden Cemetery.

215 “Famed Clubman: Dr. Jerrick Dies After Long lliness,” Philadelphia Tribune, October 27, 1953.
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Dr. Jerrick, his children, and Sarah Jerrick (sitting) at a Pyraid Club picnic. Pictorial Albums of the
Pyramid Club, Blockson Collection, Temple University.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1845 Christian St OPA Number: 301178000

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - Rented by Alice Burchett (housemaid) with four lodgers (5 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Wit Grimes (elevator operator) and family (4) with lodger (6 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: h-historic/metal with flat stone lintels and sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets

Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image Historic Image

Notes:

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1847 Christian St OPA Number: 871539870

Individually Listed: Status: Replaced
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2017-2018

Current Name: 19 Degrees Café Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - No Census Record
1930 - No Census Record
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Style: New Construction Windows: Non-historic/metal
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/boarded
Bays: Other Materials: Bay, 2nd and 3rd floors
Constructed between September 2017
Exterior Walls: Blue brick Additions/Alterations: and September 2018 (Google Maps
Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1812 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301191400

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Robert Coyle (physician) and wife (2 people, Scots-Irish/White).
1930 - Rented by James E. Johnson (policeman) and family (2); (3 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by William Hayes (laborer) and family (3); rented by Randolph Washington (porter); rented by Francis Hayman (home houseworker) and
family (3); rented by Sidney Allen (barber) and wife; rented by Amanda Robertson (waitress); (9 people).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Not-h|stor|9/metal. Segmentgl arch stone
lintel. Flat stone sill.

. ) Round arch brick lintel with keystone to

Stories: 3 Doors:
recessed foyer. Metal screen door.
Stone water table. Glass block basement
Bays: 2 Other Materials: windows. Dog-toothed brick course in
lieu of cornice.

Exterior Walls: Stone Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1814 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303682 ,888303684 ,888303686

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Anna McKee (no occupation) and family (3) with lodger (5 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Rented by Wilson M. Ellerben (messenger) with lodger; rented by Evelana Manluff (cook) and family (1) with lodger (5 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Della Borden (servant) with lodger; rented by Wilson Reid (painter) and wife; rented by Robert Wharton (truck driver) and wife; rented by
James McCloud (laborer) and family (3); rented by Fred D. Hill (stevedore) and family (2) with two lodgers (15 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels

and sills.

Recessed doorway with metal front gate.

Stories: 3 Doors: Round arch brick door lintel with stone

keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Renovated circa July 2.0 07 (Google

Maps Street View)

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1816 Christian St OPA Number: 888303688 ,888303690 ,888303692

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Charles Marshall (department store clerk) and family (3) with two lodgers (6 people, White).

1930 - Rented by Charles L. Harris (garage laborer) and wife; rented by Laura Wilson (no occupation); (3 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Junius Price (dish washer) and family (3); rented by John F. Edmunds (cook) and family (2); rented by Fisher Headen (laborer) and
family (3); (11 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels
and sills.
Recessed doorway with metal front gate.
Stories: 3 Doors: Round arch brick door lintel with stone
keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Renovated circa July 2.0 07 (Google
Maps Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1818 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303694 ,888303696 ,888303698

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Thomas Stewart (sawmill) and wife with six lodgers (8 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Rented by Robert Allen (candy factory porter) and cousin; rented by Francis Maguire (janitor) and wife; rented by Archie Alston (pastry cook) and

wife (6 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Margaret Giddings (servant) and family (2); rented by Leroy Handy (dishwasher) and wife rented by William McCullough (porter) and
family (3); rented by Gilmore Small (janitor); rented by Willis Baker (elevator operator) and wife (12 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels

and sills.

Recessed doorway with metal front gate.

Stories: 3 Doors: Round arch brick door lintel with stone

keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Renovated circa July 2.0 07 (Google

Maps Street View)

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1820 Christian St OPA Number: 301191900

Individually Listed: Status: Replaced
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2005

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Rose McCartney (unoccupied) with five lodgers (6 people, White/English).

1930 - Rented by Lindsay Jones (locomotive bolter) and family (2) with boarder (4 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Lena Brown (laundress); rented by Rosa Lattimore (unable to work); rented by John Saunders (laborer) and wife; rented by Martha
Folks (servant); rented by Marie Seley (servant); rented by Hattie Platts (servant); (7 people, Black).

References:

Building permit for new construction, 2005

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

N/A - new construction Windows:
3 Doors:
Other Materials:
Brick Additions/Alterations:

Historic Image

Non-historic/metal.

Non-historic/wood with glass screen
door. Flat brick soldier course lintel with
transom.

Bay, 2nd and 3rd floors; garage. molded
cornice line with metal flashing.

Classification:

Non-contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1822 Christian St OPA Number: 301192000

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by John Jones (post office clerk) and family (4) with one lodger (6 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Joseph D. Jones (post office clerk) and family (4) with boarder (6 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Celeste Jones (home housework) and family (3) with two lodgers (6 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal. Flat stone lintel.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-h|stor|c/wooq with glass screen

door. Flat stone lintel with transom.
Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods. Roof Deck
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1830 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301192400

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Emely C. Sennott with family (3); (4 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Owned by Emily C. Sinnott with family (2); (3 people, White/Irish).
1940 - Rented by Cyrus Jenkins (unable to work) and wife with four lodgers (6 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/window. Flat stone lintels

Style: Italianate Windows: and sills. Wood shutters on second and

third floors.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Flat stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Protruding brick course in lieu of cornice.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1832 Christian St OPA Number: 301192600

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by James A. Smith (housemaker) and wife with two lodgers (4 people, Black).
1930 - Rented by James A. Smith (housemaker) and wife with five lodgers (7 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by William B. Meritt (waiter) and family (3) with lodger (5 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-historic/metal WI‘th flat stone lintels
and sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with flat stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Synthetic material cornice with bracket.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1834 Christian St OPA Number: 888304244 ,888304246 ,888304248

Individually Listed: Status: Replaced

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: 2011-2012
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Franklin A. Cubbage (chauffeur) and family (9) with three lodgers (13 people, White/Irish).

1930 - Rented by Arthur W. Colb (plumber) and family (13); rented by Anthony Pauling (laborer) and wife; (16, Black).

1940 - Rented by Frank McGowan and family (3); rented by Robert Blake (paperhanger) and wife; rented by George Thompson (servant) and family (2);
rented by Alexander Corey and family (4); (14 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: N/A - new construction Windows: Non'hismridm?:ldv;iit“hsﬂat stone lintels
. Non-historic/wood with flat stone lintel.
Stories: 3 Doors: . -
High brick walkup to entrance.

Bays: Other Materials: Bay, 2nd and 3rd floors

. i . L R Constructed between October 2011 and
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: June 2012 (Google Maps Street View)
Primary Image see attached Historic Image
Notes:
Classification: Non-contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1836 Christian St OPA Number: 888303996 ,888303998 ,888304000

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Penilla M. Harrison (public school teacher) and family (1) with four others; rented by Frank Draper (investigator) and family (2); (9
people, Black).

1930 - Rented by T.F. Strange (Porter Pullman) and wife; rented by Henry Harms (house carpenter) and wife; rented by Elmer Valintine (public school
teacher) and family (4); (9 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Samuel Sanders (laborer); rented by Clarence Allen (laborer) and wife; rented by Samuel Sounders (painter) and wife; rented by Melvin
Jordan (auto-mechanic) and wife; rented by Robert Hunter (candy maker) and wife; rented by Andrew H. Hunter (butcher) and family (2); (12 people).

References:
Physical Description
Style: Modified Italianate Windows: Non-historic/metal with flat stone lintels
and sills.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood. Flat stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Metal flashing.

. ) . . . ) Renovated between July 2007 and
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: August 2009 (Google Maps Street View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:

Facade dates to 2009 renovation, but is contextual with district in terms of massing, scale,
proportions, and materials.

Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1838 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301192900

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Andrew J. Garratt (butcher) and family (2) with one lodger (4 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Susie L. Spalding; rented by William H. Lassiter (hotel cook) and family (1) with two lodgers; rented by William H. Walter (chauffeur) and

wife (7 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Charles W. Dorsey (physician) and family (2); (3 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal with flat arch stone
Style: Italianate Windows: lintels with keystones and thin, flat stone
sills.

. Non-historic/wood. Flat arch stone lintel

Stories: 3 Doors: .
with keystones.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets and panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1840 Christian St OPA Number: 301193000

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual: Andrew F. Stevens, Jr.
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Wentworth Bayton (hotel waiter) and family (4) with one lodger (Andrew F. Stevens Jr.); (6 people, Black).

1930 - Owned by George L. Bayton (physician--see biography in appendix) and family (4, including brother-in-law Andrew F. Stevens); (5 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Helen S. Bayton (home housework) with four lodgers (5 people, Black).

Andrew Stevens was co-founder of Brown and Stevens bank, which according to one study, was one of “the most outstanding banks ever organized by
Negroes in the state of Pennsylvania.” He then served as state representative for the 30th Ward, introducing an equal rights bill with John Asbury. Shortly
after his term ended his bank collapsed amid charges of mismanagement leveled at his partner. (See attached biography)

References:

Physical Description

Historic, molded wood window frames.
Style: Italian Renaissance Revival Windows: Replacement sashes. Decorative
transom windows.

Historic/original with bolection molding
on door jambs. Transom bar has been

Stories: 3 Doors: replaced for metal screen door. Front
door possibly historic/possibly original.

Bays: Other Materials: Wood cornice WIth brackets and side

finials.

Exterior Walls: Brick. Rusticated stone water table. Additions/Alterations: Bay added 2nd floor

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Classification: Significant Survey Date: 12-May-21
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1840 Christian St. — Andrew F. Stevens Jr. (1868-1951)

The son of a well-known caterer and politician, Andrew F.
Stevens Sr., Andrews F. Stevens, Jr. graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania in 1889 and initially followed in his
father’s footsteps, working in catering. He joined the black
Pennsylvania National Guard unit known as Gray Invincibles,
rising to the rank of Major, and was elected to the City Council
in 1893.1

In 1911 Stevens’ older sister Helen married a physician named
George L. Bayton (see 1840 Christian St.). She moved into his
house at 1840 Christian Street, where he lived with his brother
Wentworth and Wentworth’s family. By 1920 Andrew Stevens
had joined them. It is unclear if the families shared common
living and dining space or had separate apartments, but it
seem safe to conclude that the bay window and exterior
decorations were added to the house during Stevens’
residence.

Figure 1 Andrew F. Stevens, Jr.
(The Library Company)

In 1915 Stevens began a career in finance, founding the Home

Extension and Insurance Company with several partners. The next year he and Edward C. Brown, one of
his partners at Home Extension, founded the banking house of Brown and Stevens, with offices in a
newly constructed building at the corner of Broad and Lombard streets. Brown, who had started two
banks in Virginia, was president and Stevens was vice president. An article announcing the opening
described Stevens as the “only colored member of the Finance Board of The Old Folks Home and
chairman of the Finance Committee of Douglass Hospital,”? showing that the bank was the latest step in
an expanding career.?

The bank filled an important void in black Philadelphia economic life. The collapse of the Freedman's
Saving and Trust Company in 1874, taking with it millions of dollars of hard-earned savings, had left
most blacks unwilling to trust banks. This made it difficult for aspiring businesses to obtain startup
funding, and made it difficult for aspiring black homeowners to obtain a mortgage. Along with Citizens
and Southern Bank, Brown and Stevens provided these basic services to the black community.
According to economist Abram Harris in his book, The Negro as Capitalist, “From the standpoint of
general banking and range of resources, the two institutions organized and directed by E. C. Brown and
Andrew F. Stevens were by far the most outstanding banks ever organized by Negroes in the state of

L “AF. Stevens Dead,” Philadelphia Inquirer, April 2, 1898, 1; “Historical Biographies,” Philadelphia House of
Representatives, n.d., https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/BiosHistory/MemBio.cfm?ID=4071&body=H.

2 “Another Colored Bank for Philadelphia,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 1, 1916, 1.

3 “Advertisement - Home Extension and Insurance Association,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 20, 1915, 6; “Another
Colored Bank for Philadelphia,” 1.
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Pennsylvania.” Unfortunately, Harris continues, “But the history of these enterprises...is one of
speculation and high finance.”*

In 1918 the two partners incorporated a real estate development company in New York City called the
Payton Apartments Corporation in order to take over the development of a complex six apartment
buildings in Harlem developed by the late Phillip A. Payton. Partners in this endeavor included Emmett
J. Scott, Secretary of the Tuskegee Institute and former special assistant to the Secretary of War, and
Heman E. Perry, President of the Standard Life Insurance Company of Atlanta.’

Stevens and Brown also moved into theater management—a field in which they had no experience.
Brown had been refused entry to Philadelphia's Forrest Theater because of his race, and in response he
and Stevens created a company named Dunbar Amusement, and constructed a new theater—the
Dunbar—aimed at high quality entertainment. They then purchased the Lafayette and the Renaissance
Theaters in Harlem and the Douglass Theater in Baltimore. About a year later, finding themselves
overextended, they sold the Dunbar Theater it to John T. Gibson who renamed it and added it to his
chain of vaudeville theaters. The partners’ financial losses were not publicized.®

Stevens used his positon in finance to move into state politics, beginning with election to the state
Republican Committee on May 21, 1918. Shortly thereafter, race riots occurred in Philadelphia in which
mobs of white men terrorized black neighborhoods. While the white press claimed that the cause was
two white girls being assaulted by black men, the Philadelphia Tribune laid the cause at the feet of
houses in “white” neighborhoods being sold to blacks, and also charged the police with disarming black
residents while letting the white mob run amok.’

Stevens and G. Grant Williams, City Editor of the Tribune, met with Philadelphia Director of Public Safety
Wilson and acting Superintendent of Police Mills to complain about the situation and received a promise
that the two men would ensure that the situation as corrected. Stevens told them that when a client of
his had been unable to buy a house because he was black, Stevens had purchased it for him, the seller
mistaking him for a white man. He informed them that he would buy two handguns and ammunition,
and would go to defend the house with its new owner, saying, “l am warning you, Mr. Wilson, so that
you may assist in keeping me out of trouble.”® On September 4%, Stevens did as he promised. Acting
Superintendent Mills provided police and private guards, and in the words of the Tribune, “so far
everything has passed quite pleasantly.”®

4 Abram Lincoln Harris, The Negro as Capitalist (New York, NY: Haskell House Publishers, Ltd., 1936), 125.

5 “Payton Apartments - New York City,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 11, 1918, 1; Kevin McGruder, Race and Real
Estate: Conflict and Cooperation in Harlem, 1890-1920 (New York: Columbia University Press, 2015), 185-92.

6 “The Dunbar Theatre Historical Marker,” n.d., https://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerld=1-A-152;
Errol G Hill and James V. Hatch, A History of African American Theatre (Cambridge [England]; Cambridge University
Press, 2003), 242-43.

7 “Prominent Businessman Elected to State Republican Committee,” Philadelphia Tribune, May 25, 1918, 1; “Lone
Woman Holds A Mob of 500 White Brutes At Bay,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 3, 1918, 1.

8 “Lone Woman Holds A Mob of 500 White Brutes At Bay,” 1.

% “Lone Woman Holds A Mob of 500 White Brutes At Bay,” 1; “Mills Stops Mob Leaders,” Philadelphia Tribune, n.d.,
1.
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Ten days later, after hearing of a threat of violence from a policeman against black family that had
moved in next door to him, Stevens went to officer’s station on a Sunday and in the absence of the
lieutenant, informed the desk sergeant that if anything happened, he would go to Superintended Mills
the next day to have the officer appear before the Police Board. The sergeant assured him that he had
nothing to worry about, and the officer did not cause any trouble.®

Stevens used the visibility he had gained to be placed on the ballot in 1920 to represent the 7" Ward in
the state legislature, while living at 1840 Christian St., which is in the 30" Ward. Stevens won the
election by a margin of 5,753 votes to 600, and went to Harrisburg along with John C. Asbury (see 1710
Christian St.), who had been elected to represent the 30" Ward. Together the two introduced an equal
rights bill—which the press named “The Asbury Bill”, guaranteeing full citizenship to black
Pennsylvanians. Although the bill was approved by the House 139 votes to 47, it was defeated in the
Senate 39 to 9 after intense lobbying and political maneuvering by machine politicians. Stevens and
Asbury re-introduced the bill in 1923, only to see it die in committee. They then shifted their attention
to an anti-lynching bill, which was signed into law on May 19, 1923. While impressive in title, the law
applied only to individuals taken from jail, and most lynching victims were taken while in the custody of
law enforcement officials.!

In 1924, to public surprise, and for reasons which are still unclear, Stevens and Asbury declined to stand
for re-election, making way for Samuel B. Hart and William H. Fuller (see 1705 Christian St.), in the
Seventh and Thirtieth Wards, respectively. Not until 1935 was a civil rights bill passed in the
Pennsylvania legislature.!?

Stevens returned his attention to banking, opening the Cosmopolitan State Bank in February 1924,
shortly before he stepped down from the legislature. Branching out from private banking, Cosmopolitan
was a community bank, with its first branch at the corner of Ridge Avenue and Master Street. E. C.
Brown was President, and Stevens was one of the Vice Presidents.!?

The following year a banner headline in the Tribune announced, “Run Causes Brown & Stevens Bank To
Collapse.” As would be seen frequently later in the decade, rumors of difficulty at the bank caused
depositors to withdraw their funds. The bank, which had loaned and invested the deposited funds, was
unable to meet all the demands, and banking authorities appointed a receiver to manage its affairs.
One of the first announcements made was that, for this first time since the bank had opened ten years
earlier, an auditor would review its books. Four days after the first headline, another followed
announcing that the Cosmopolitan State Bank had closed as well, after auditors discovered that it had
loaned one-third of its capital to its president, E. C. Brown. Newspaper articles hinted that Brown may

10 “Mills Stops Mob Leaders,” 1.

11 “A F. Stevens and J.C. Asbury Begin Their Legislative Careers Next Monday,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 1,
1921, 1; “Multitude Cheer Andrew F. Stevens At Coatesville,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 16, 1921, 1; “Asbury’s
Equal Rights Bill Killed in State Senate,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 23, 1921, 1; Eric Ledell Smith, “‘Asking for
Justice and Fair Play’: African American State Legislators and Civil Rights in Early Twentieth-Century Pennsylvania,”
Pennsylvania History 63, no. 2 (April 1996): 184-92.

12 “Not To Return,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 12, 1924, 9; Smith, “‘Asking for Justice and Fair Play’: African
American State Legislators and Civil Rights in Early Twentieth-Century Pennsylvania,” 192-93.

13 “Cosmopolitan State Bank Opens Doors,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 16, 1924, 12.
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have used the money from one bank to cover difficulties at the other, particularly in its real estate
portfolio which included Dunbar Entertainment. No charges were brought against him, but many black
Philadelphians lost their savings, and both men retired from banking.*

It is unclear what Stevens did immediately following the banks’ collapse. In 1928, he went to the New
York bedside of his dying ex-partner E.C. Brown. In 1930 he was lauded as being the most efficient of
four Census supervisors managing Philadelphia’s 1,200 enumerators. He was also the only black
supervisor among the four, and when asked if that had caused any difficulties, a white subordinate
replied, “The best that could be said of any man would not be too good for Major Stevens. ... He did
most of the instruction for all the supervisors and the only reason for this seemed to be that he was
better fitted. |think he is great as a man, not as a colored man, for color makes no difference to me.”**
In 1933 Stevens found a position at the city’s Bureau of Recreation, first as an employee at the Seger
Center, and later as a supervisor managing several recreation centers. By 1940 Stevens married and
moved to his father-in-law’s modest, two-story rowhouse at 3915 Wallace St, in West Philadelphia. On
March 6, 1951, at age 80, he died. A brief obituary in the Tribune described him as a “pioneer Negro
banker,”*® but did not mention his legislative career.'’

14 “Run Causes Brown & Stevens Bank To Crash,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 14, 1925; “Another Phila. Bank
Closes Door,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 18, 1925, 1; “Cosmopolitan May Re-Open Doors In Few Weeks Time,”
Philadelphia Tribune, February 21, 1925, 1; “Two Banking Commandments,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 28,
1925, 11; “$500,000 Impairment Indicated in Brown and Stevens Assets,” Philadelphia Tribune, February 28, 1925,
1.

15 Joseph H. Rainey, “Negro Census Supervisor Is Lauded By White Employees,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 17,
1930, 1; “E. C. Brown Dies In New York City,” Philadelphia Tribune, January 26, 1928, 1.

16 “Sarvice Held For Former Banker Here,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 13, 1951, 3.

17 C.R. Shirh, “Death Certificate - Andrew F. Stevens” (City of Philadelphia, March 6, 1951); “A. Stevens, Early
Banker, Dies At 80,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 10, 1951, 1; “1940 US Census,” n.d.; “Service Held For Former
Banker Here,” 3.
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1840 Christian St. — George L. Bayton, MD (1876-1937)

George Leander Bayton was born in Tappahannock, Virginia, and went to college at Virginia Union
University in nearby Richmond. He followed this by attending medical school at Howard University,
receiving his license to practice medicine in Baltimore in 1907, and moving to Philadelphia. In the city he
joined the staff of Mercy Hospital and practiced privately in partnership with Dr. Agnes Berry-Montier
(see 1512 Christian St.). After first living at 768 South 19 St. with his brother Wentworth (a waiter),
Bayton purchased 1840 Christian St. in 1910, and moved in with Wentworth’s family. In 1911, Bayton
married Helen Stevens, daughter of the late Andrew F. Stevens, Sr., a prominent caterer, and brother of
Andrew F. Stevens, Jr. a city council member (see 1840 Christian St.). By 1920 Stevens had joined them
at 1840 Christian St.!

Dr. and Mrs. Bayton quickly became part of Philadelphia black society. Dr. Bayton served as second
vice-president for the Philadelphia chapter of the Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip, joined the Pequot
Club, the Masons, and the Citizens Republican Club, and led the effort to raise money for Howard
University’s endowment from alumni living in Philadelphia, while Mrs. Bayton was elected president of
the Philadelphia chapter of the Women’s Auxiliary of the NAACP. They also socialized with Dr. Berry-
Montier. Mrs. Bayton attended a charity lunch with her at the Rittenhouse Hotel, and the couple dined
with her at the Dunbar Theater.?

On March 2, 1937, Dr. Bayton became ill. Despite Dr. Walter Jerrick (see 1843 Christian St.) attending
him, he died two days later of double pneumonia. Rev. W. A. Norwood of the First African Baptist
Church (see 1839 Christian St.) delivered the eulogy. Wentworth Bayton having predeceased his brother
in 1927, and Stevens having married, Helen Bayton continued to live at 1840 Christian St. by herself,
taking in lodgers until her death in 1947.3

1“Dr, G. Bayton, Il For 2 Days Died Suddenly,” Philadelphia Tribune, March 11, 1937, 12; “About the City,” Afro-
American, January 19, 1907, 8; Barbara S. Prigmore, “Versatile Women: She Owns Finest Art Collection,”
Philadelphia Tribune, June 3, 1944, 8; Boyd'’s Philadelphia City Directory - 1909 (Philadelphia, PA: C. E. Howe Co.,
1909), 187; “1910 US Census,” n.d.; “Crucifixion Episcopal Church Marriage Register,” November 15, 1911, 206;
“1920 US Census,” n.d.

2 “First Parochial School for Catholic Children,” The New York Age, April 4, 1907, 8; “Pequot Club Celebrates
Thirtieth Anniversary,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 1, 1919, 1; “Dr. G. Bayton, lll For 2 Days Died Suddenly,”
12; “Howard Launches Final Campaign For Endowment,” Pittsburgh Courier, May 15, 1926, 4; “Flashes and Sparks,”
Philadelphia Tribune, June 12, 1915, 5; “N. A. A. C. P. Auxiliary Holds First Meeting,” Philadelphia Tribune,
November 21, 1929, 5; “Dunbar Theatre Notes,” Philadelphia Tribune, April 24, 1920, 3.

3 “Death Certificate - George Bayton” (City of Philadelphia, March 4, 1937); “Dr. G. Bayton, Ill For 2 Days Died
Suddenly,” 12; “Death Certificate - Wentworth Bayton” (City of Philadelphia, January 14, 1927); “Death Certificate -
Helen Bayton” (City of Philadelphia, March 1, 1947).
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1842 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301193100

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Benjamin Williams (physician) and wife with four others (6 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Benjamin Williams (druggist) with wife; rented by Prince Smith (laborer) and family (4); (7 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Robert Charleston (janitor) and wife with four lodgers (6 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

) . " ) Non-historic/metal. Flat stone lintels
Style: ltalianate Windows: showing stretcher face. Flat stone sills.

. ) Possibly historic/wood. molded door
Stories: 3 Doors: f .

jambs. Arched lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Faux stone Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

1844 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

871539940

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Owned by Clarence Getz (druggist) and family (2) with two lodgers (5 people, White).

1930 - No Census Record
1940 - No Census Record

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-h|stor|c/metals.iﬁ;at stone lintels and
Stories: 3 Doors: Metal roll down security door.
Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Renovated between October 2019 and
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: November 2020 (Google Maps Street

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

View - see photo Section 3)

Classification:

Non-Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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@ City of Philadeiphia, Department of Records
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1844 Christian St. in 1953
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1901 Christian St OPA Number: 871539880
Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Spanish Beauty Salon Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: SOSNA (South of S.Ou.th Neighborhood Associated Individual: Emma Royall
Association)

Hist. Resource Type: Mixed Use Architect:

Historic Function: Hair Salon Builder:

Social History:

1920 - No Census Record

1930 - Rented by Lillian Scarr (proprietor of a beauty school) and family (3); (4 people, Black).

1940 - No Census Record

Royall and Scarr were sisters, and founded the Spanish Beauty College, which they grew into a chain or franchise that had salons in several other cities

(see biography)

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:

Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

Italianate - altered Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:

Brick and concrete block

Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal, with brick lintels and
sills.

Non-historic/metal and glass.

Brick cornice.

Significant first-floor renovations.

Note bond pattern

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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1901 Christian St. — Emma Royall

On October 27, 1927, Emma Royall and her sister Louise Scarr proudly
announced the opening of their new beauty salon at 1901 Christian St.
Two years later they rebranded their salon as The Spanish Beauty College
and introduced a collection of beauty formulas that had taken Royall
twelve years of experimentation to perfect. The two also announced plans
to establish a nationwide network of salons and schools. Royall would be
in charge of production and Scarr business management. On September
29, 1929 they celebrated the official opening of the “completely
remodeled and renovated” parlor with “a program of speakers,” with 350
visitors. Since the 1930 Census has Royall and Scarr living at 1901
Christian St., and the new facility was described as being two-story, they
may have lived above the salon on the building’s third floor.?

After only a year they moved to a new shop at Eighteenth and Bainbridge,
with 200 people attending the grand opening. The next year saw them Emma Royall, 1932
traveling to Maryland, Virginia, Washington DC and Tennessee scouting (Philadelphia Tribune)
locations for new salons. Salons were eventually opened in New Jersey, Washington, Baltimore,
Norfolk, Suffolk, and Portsmouth. In addition to the salons, they established a school, training a number
of beauticians who returned for annual sermons at the Wesley AME Zion church starting in 1935.2

A 1959 retrospective article describes Royall as founder of the “Royal Spanish Beauty system, without
mention of Scarr. The article also mentions cryptically that “Some whose friendship she valued betrayed
her trust,” suggesting that perhaps the two sister had had a falling out. Nonetheless, more than thirty
years after opening her shop, this female entrepreneur was still hard at work.?

1 “Advertisement - Royall and Scarr Beauty Specialists,” Philadelphia Tribune, October 20, 1927, 4; “Mme. Emma
Royall And Mme. Lillian Scarr,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 8, 1929, 2; “Advertisement - The System of the
Century,” Philadelphia Tribune, August 8, 1929, 5; “Open Beauty Parlor,” Philadelphia Tribune, September 19,
1929, 5; “1930 US Census,” n.d.

2 “Open Beauty Parlor,” Philadelphia Tribune, October 2, 1930, 6; “Social Revue,” Philadelphia Tribune, September
24, 1931, 4; “Beauticians Hold First Annual Sermon,” Philadelphia Tribune, October 31, 1935, 7.

3 “Beauty Culture Pioneer Reviews 30 Years’ Work,” Philadelphia Tribune, November 7, 1959, 8.
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1903 Christian St OPA Number: 301178300

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by John Barlow (survey inspector) with family (5); (6 people, White).
1930 - Owned by John Barlow (Inspector for Philadelphia Electric) and family (3); (4 people, White).
1940 - Louise Jones (home housework) and family (4); (5 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Style: ltalianate Windows:

Stories: 3 Doors:

Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Exterior Walls: Stuccoed brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached

Notes:

Non-historic/metal with window
surrounds.

Non-historic/wood with metal awning.

Wood cornice with brackets.

1903-5-7-9 Row

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21

324



KIM
Text Box
c. 1861

KIM
Text Box
Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

KIM
Text Box
2


325

1903 Christian St.



Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1905 Christian St OPA Number: 301178400

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Julia F. Jones (teacher) with family (3); (4 people, Black).
1930 - Owned by Evelyn V. Holden and family (2) with boarder; rented by Paul S. Jones (Navy yard clerk) and family (2); (7 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Isabelle Swigeddett (domestic worker) and two roomers; rented by Thornton Moss (house painter) and wife (5 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:

Stories:
Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

Italianate Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:
Brick Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/metal frames and sashes
with flat stone lintels and sills

Non-historic/metal with transom and flat
stone lintel

Wood cornice with brackets.

Renovated between October 2011 June
2012 (Google Maps Street View)

1903-5-7-9 Row

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1907 Christian St OPA Number: 301178500

Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861

Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Rented by Mary Lafferty and family (9) with one lodger (11 people, White/Irish).
1930 - William Cash (heater repair) and wife with six roomers; rented by Marcella Session (butler, Filipino/Black) with wife and one roomer (11 people, 10

Black and 1 Filipino/Black).

1940 - Rented by Andrew Marrow and family (2) with seven roomers (10 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Physical Description

Non-historic/wood window frames with

Style: ltalianate Windows: metal sashes. Flat stone lintels and sills.
. Non-historic/wood with metal screen
Stories: 3 Doors: L
door. Flat stone door opening lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Plastered basement. Wood cornice with
brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached Historic Image
Notes:
1903-5-7-9 Row
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1909 Christian St OPA Number: 888303730 ,888303732 ,888303734
Individually Listed: Status: Extant
Historical Data
Historic Name: Year Built: c. 1861
Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:
Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by Elizabeth Devine (dry goods store) and family (2); (3 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Rented by Alice White (days work) and husband with roomer (3 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by James White (seafood husker) and family (3) with two roomers (6 people, Black).

References:

Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862.

Style:

Stories:

Bays:

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

Physical Description

ltalianate Windows:
3 Doors:
2 Other Materials:
Brick Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Non-historic/wood frames with non-
historic windows. Flat stone sills. Flat
brick lintels.

Non-historic/wood frame with transom
and non-historic wood door.

Wood cornice with brackets.

1903-5-7-9 Row

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1917 Christian St OPA Number: 888303736 ,888303738 ,888303740

Individually Listed: Status: Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built: ca 1865-1875
Current Name: Associated Individual:

Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

1920 - Owned by James Kirk (White) and family (4) with two others; rented by William Dell (saloon merchant, White/German) and family (8). (16 people, 9
White/German and 7 White).

1930 - Rented by John T. Weaver (building laborer) and family (2) with roomer (4 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Namie Pinket (housework) with roomer; rented by John Moris with roomer; rented by Alice Smith (housework) and family (3); rented by
Laurance Fluk (bartender) with roomer; rented by Patrick Adams (laborer) and wife; rented by James Moore (laborer) and family (2); rented by Leona
Steward (waitress) and family (2); (18 people, Black).

References:

Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstonc/metasli;‘llsat stone lintels and
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with transom.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1919 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301179200

Replaced

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

1920 - Rented by William Love (hotel waiter) and family (7); (8 people, White/Scots-English)
1930 - Owned by Mattie Newman (domestic) with son and two roomers (4 people, Black)
1940 - Owned by Abey Myers (steamroller) and wife with one roomer (3 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: Colonial Revival Windows: Non-h@tonc/metal with jack groh stone
lintels and flat stone sills.

. ) Non-historic/wood with stone jack arch

Stories: 3 Doors: .
stone lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Brick cornice with protruding brick course
below.

Exterior Walls: Brick with two stone belt courses. Additions/Alterations: Shared stairs.

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Non-contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:

Individually Listed:

1921 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

301179300

Replaced

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

1920 - Rented by Joseph Casey (operator) and family (2); (3 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Owned by Annie Bass and husband; rented by Morgan Lattie (Evangelical minister, Black) and wife with roomer (5 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Grace Bennett (clothing factory operator) with two roomers; rented by Lottie Martin (domestic worker); rented by Margaret Beaman

(home housework) and sister; rented by Isabelle Jones (home housework) and children (2); (9 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: Colonial Revival Windows: Non-h@tonc/metal with jack groh stone
lintels and flat stone sills.

. ) Non-historic/wood with stone jack arch

Stories: 3 Doors: .
stone lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials:
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Shared stairs.

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Non-contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1923 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

888303742 ,888303744 ,888303746

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by John Dever and family (2); (3 people, White).

1930 - Rented by Walter Emerson (fireman) and wife; rented by Edward W. Hampton (bank custodian) and wife; rented by Beulah Jones (hotel waitress)

with two roomers (7 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Margaret Dix (home housework); rented by William Hampton (porter); rented by Bojie West (laborer); rented by Mary Owens (home
housework) and family (2); rented by Stella Miller (home housework) and family (2); (9 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstor!c/metal with stone segmental
arch lintels and flat stone sills.

Possibly historic door frame with molded

Stories: 3 Doors: transom bar. Non-historic wood door.
Stone segmental arch door lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets and panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
1923-5-7-9 row
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1925 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303748 ,888303750 ,888303752

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by John W. Cobb (health office inspector) and family (2) with lodger (4 people, White).
1930 - Charles A. James (clergyman) with roomer and lodger; rented by John Towns (milk dairy teamster) with two roomers (6 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Alberta Jones (seamstress) and family (3); rented by Myers Gordon (stevedore); rented by Edward Hill (porter) and wife; rented by
Elenor Hawkins (cigar roller) and daughter with roomer; rented by Calvin Smith (car washer) and wife; rented by Richard Smith (longshoreman) and family

(3); (16 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstor!c/metal with stone segmental
arch lintels and flat stone sills.

Possibly historic door frame with molded

Stories: 3 Doors: transom bar. Non-historic wood door.
Stone segmental arch door lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets and panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

1923-5-7-9 row

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1927 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

888303754 ,888303756 ,888303758

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name:

Current Name:

Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Charles Schwartz (engraver) and family (4) with two lodgers (7 people, White/German).

1930 - Rented by George Robinson (highway laborer) and family (2); (3 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Leroy Smith (manager of store) and son; rented by Clarence Getdie (unable to work) and family (2); rented by Esther Smith (home
housework) and son; rented by William Harvey (baker) with roomer; rented by Courtland Schackfollford (wood separator) and wife; rented by Susan

Holland (butler); (12 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Non-hlstor!c/metal with stone segmental
arch lintels and flat stone sills.

Possibly historic door frame with molded

Stories: 3 Doors: transom bar. Non-historic wood door.
Stone segmental arch door lintel.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets and panels.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

1923-5-7-9 row

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1929 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301179905

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by William Corrigan (watchman at the Marine Corps) and family (5); (6 people, White/Irish).

1930 - Rented by George Baysmore (laborer) and family (3) with two roomers; rented by Marion Gregory (chauffeur) and wife; rented by David Jones
(laborer, Black) and wife; rented by James Burrell (plasterer) and wife with two roomers (14 total, Black).
1940 - Rented by Mary Daugherty (housekeeper) and family (2); rented by James Cardle (clergy) and son; rented by James Boddle (longshoreman) and
wife; rented by Henry Murphey (cook) and brother; rented by Dorothey Tulley and roomer; rented by Lewis White (laborer) and roomer (13 total, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic frames with non-
historic/metal windows. Flat brick lintels
Style: Queen Anne Revival Windows: (1st floor) and stone segmental arch
stone lintels above 2nd- and 3rd-story
windows.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with brick lintel.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Basement windows filled with cement
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: block. Renovated between June 2014

and June 2017 (Google Maps Street

View)
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Formerly part of the Christian Street Medical Center.
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21

344



KIM
Text Box
2


o5

N

.
LN

-

-
i

VLS

345

St.

istian

1929 Chr



Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1931 Christian St OPA Number:

Status:

301180005

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Lena Farber (seamstress, White/Russian) and family (4); rented by Isaac Harmelin (wagon huckster, White/Austro-German) and family

(4); (10 people).

1930 - Rented by Edward Robinson (butcher) and family (2) with three roomers and two lodgers (8 people, Black).
1940 - Owned by Edward Robinson (butcher) and family (2) with five roomers (8 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Jack arch stone

) . . ) lintels and flat stone sills on second and

Style: Queen Anne Revival Windows: third floors. Brick stone lintels on first
floor.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with transom.

) . Swan's neck pediment above (rusting)
Bays: 2 Other Materials: metal cornice and brick dentils.

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

| Second and third floors, cream-colored brick. Corbel Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Renovated between June 2014 and June
2017 (Google Maps Street View)

Formerly part of the Christian Street Medical Center.

Classification:

Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1933 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

301180105

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Joseph Sargeant (plasterer); rented by Howard Ferguson (steamfitter) and family (4) with two lodgers (8 people, White).

1930 - Rented by Wilbur Carter (assistant shipper at a music establishment) and wife (finisher at a dress factory); rented by Joseph Conoway (mechanic)
and family (2); rented by Isabel McDow with two lodgers (8 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Leona William (domestic) and son; rented by Robert Bell (laborer) with lodger; rented by Clement Talley (butler and driver) and family
(3); rented by George Hughes (iron worker at the Navy Yard) and wife; rented by Dillie Dillard (laborer) and wife with lodger; rented by John Drain (waiter)
and wife (15 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal. Jack arch stone
Style: Queen Anne Revival Windows: lintels and flat stone sills. Brick stone
lintels on first floor.

Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/wood with transom
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Swan's neck p_edlment a_bove (rL_Jstlng)

metal cornice and brick dentils.

Exterior Walls:

Primary Image

Notes:

. Second and third floors, cream-colored brick. Corbel Additions/Alterations:

see attached

Renovated between June 2014 and June
2017 (Google Maps Street View)

Formerly part of the Christian Street Medical Center.

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1947 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

871600910

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Israel Toplan (druggist) and family (2, White/Russian); rented by Maria McGronen (cleaner) and family (2, White/Irish); (6 people).
1930 - Rented by George Kingsley (laborer) and family (3); rented by William Brown (laborer); rented by three lodgers (8 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Ulysses Fagg and wife; rented by Sadie Albertson (domestic) and family (3); (6 people, Black)

References:
Physical Description
Non-historic/metal (second and third

Style: Italianate Windows: floors), with glass block fill in first-floor

window openings.
Stories: 3 Doors: Non-historic/metal.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Congrete block (first floor) and brick Additions/Alterations:

(second and third floors)

Primary Image see attached

Notes:

First-floor fagade replaced

Classification: Contributing Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address: 1906 Christian St OPA Number:
Individually Listed: Status:

301193700

Extant

Historical Data

Historic Name: Year Built:

Current Name: Associated Individual:
Hist. Resource Type: Rowhouse Architect:

Historic Function: Dwelling Builder:

Social History:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by William Bagley (U.S. government packer) and family (3) with four lodgers (8 people, White).

1930 - Rented by Charles Hardman and family (3); rented by Walter Braxton (hotel waiter) and family (3); rented by Carrie Brown (servant) and family (2)

with two lodgers (13 people, Black).
1940 - Rented by Courina Brinkly (home housework) and family (2) with three lodgers (6 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Historic, possibly ongmal/wood W|_ndow
frames. Flat stone lintels and sills.
Historic/possibly original door frame with
bolection molding and molded transom
Stories: 3 Doors: bar. Non-historic/replacement wood
door. Round arch brick lintel with stone
keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

Address:

1908 Christian St

OPA Number:

Individually Listed:

Status:

301193810

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Historical Data

Social History:

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by William G. Fox (machinist) and wife; rented by Gaston Shientien (tinsmith) and wife (4 people, 2 White/Irish and 2 White/Hungarian).

1930 - No Census Record

1940 - Rented by George W. Fox (agency employment) and family (2) with lodger (4 people, White).

References:
Physical Description
Historic, possibly original/wood window
frames. Three of the six window sashes
Style: ltalianate Windows: have historic muntins; the other three are
replacement one-over-one. Flat stone
lintels and sills.
Historic/possibly original wood door
Stories: 3 Doors: frame with bolection molding. Paired
’ : doors. Round arched brick lintel with
keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations:

Primary Image

Notes:

see attached

Classification:

Contributing

Survey Date:

12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1914 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303014 ,888303016

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Joseph L. Galen (undertaker) and family (6); (7 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Owned by Edward Hefferman (ice cream salesman, White/Irish) and family (8); rented by Fredrich A. Nicholas (laborer, White/Swiss) and family
(2); (12 people, 9 White/Irish and 3 White/Swiss).

1940 - No address

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Historic, possibly ongmal/wood W|_ndow
frames. Flat stone lintels and sills.
Historic door frame with bolection
. ) molding. molded transom bar. Non-
Stories: 3 Doors: S
historic, four-panel wood door. Round
arch brick lintel with stone keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1916 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303018 ,888303020

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by William Lane (coachman) and family (7); (8 people, White/Irish).
1930 - Owned by Andrew Turner (carpenter) and family (3); (4 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Annie Wilson (housework) and son; rented by Macon McMillon (laborer) and family (3); rented by Walter Stewart (home housework) and
family (4); rented by Robert Bearfield (plasterer) and wife; (13 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Style: ltalianate Windows: Historic, possibly ongmal/wood W|_ndow
frames. Flat stone lintels and sills.
Historic/wood door frame with bolection
. ) molding. Non-historic replacement wood
Stories: 3 Doors: door. Round arch brick lintel with stone
keystone.
Bays: 2 Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1918 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303022 ,888303024

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by James Brown (caterer, Irish/White) and Faux family (5) with three lodgers (9 people, White/Irish).

1930 - Rented by Preston Loach (building laborer) and wife; rented by Joshep Boyd (building laborer) and wife with lodger (5 people, Black).

1940 - Rented by Eugene Singleton and wife; rented by Elizabeth Sneed (maid) and family (3); rented by Raymond Hurling and wife; rented by William
Banks and family (3); rented by Lilian Brown (home housework) and daughter (14 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description

Historic arched window frames; possibly

Style: ltalianate Windows: historic wood sashes with metal screens.
Flat stone lintels and sills.
Historic/wood door frame with
Stories: 3 Doors: replacement door. Round arch brick lintel
with stone keystone.

Bays: 2 Other Materials: Restored wood cornice with brackets.
Exterior Walls: Brick Additions/Alterations: Tie rods.
Primary Image see attached
Notes:
Classification: Contributing Survey Date: 12-May-21
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Address:
Individually Listed:

Christian Street/Black Doctors Row Historic District Inventory

1920 Christian St

OPA Number:

Status:

888303026 ,888303028

Extant

Historic Name:
Current Name:
Hist. Resource Type:

Historic Function:

Social History:

Historical Data

Year Built:
Associated Individual:
Rowhouse Architect:
Dwelling Builder:

ca 1865-1875

1920 - Rented by Michael McLauhlud (US Government clerk) and family (7) with five lodgers (13 people, White/Irish).

1930 - No Census Record

1940 - Rented by Della Davis (home housework) and son; rented by Fredericka Barnes (home housework) and children (2); rented by Mable I. Noell
(home housework) with two lodgers; rented by Jerry Berans (laborer); rented by Maggie Farrell (cook); (10 people, Black).

References:
Physical Description
Historic arched window frames with
) ltalianate . ) replacement sashes. Flat stone lintels.
Style: Windows: Flat stone sills for 2nd and 3rd floors;
rowlock brick sills on first floor.
Historic wood door frame w