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ADDRESS: 8110 FRANKFORD AVE
Proposal: Construct ADA ramp
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Philadelphia Sons of Union Veterans
Applicant: Joseph Perry, Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum
History: 1805; Lewis-Pattison House
Individual Designation: 2/4/1982
District Designation: None
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov

OVERVIEW:
This application proposes to make accessibility modifications to a c. 1805 building in northeast 
Philadelphia as it is converted from a residential building to a Civil War museum. The 
application proposes to remove the existing concrete sidewalk and stoop and to install a new
extended concrete stoop and switchback ADA ramp to the front entrance. It is unclear from the 
application materials how the existing fence would be modified. The application also proposes 
to slightly modify a c. 1915 rear frame addition to accommodate a new accessible restroom by 
decreasing the slope of the roof and infilling the rear windows. The existing side windows of the 
addition, which are visible from Frankford Avenue, would be retained, and new siding installed 
to match the existing.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Install ADA ramp
Modify rear addition to accommodate ADA restroom

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

o The proposed ramp is set away from the historic building and could be removed 
in the future without causing damage if there is a change in use that no longer 
requires accessibility.

Accessibility Guideline | Recommended: Complying with barrier-free access 
requirements in such a manner that the historic building’s character-defining exterior 
features, interior spaces, features, and finishes, and features of the site and setting are 
preserved or impacted as little as possible.

o While the exterior ramp would be visible from the public right-of-way, there are 
limited alternative locations where an accessible entrance could be provided, and 
the installation of the ramp does not impact the historic features of the building. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, pursuant to Standard 10 and the Accessibility Guideline.
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Figure 1: 8110 and 8112 Frankford Avenue.

 
Figure 2: Side elevation of 8110 Frankford Avenue. 
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Figure 3: Aerial view of 8110 Frankford Avenue and the adjacent parcels. 
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Figure 4: Left, the 1910 atlas shows a frame ell on the northeast side of the rear. Right, the 1921 atlas shows 
two frame additions shifted to the southwest corner of the rear, as exists today. 

 
Figure 5: 1949 photograph of adjacent property (8000 Frankford Ave), with frame additions of 8110 Frankford 
partially visible on far right. 



From: Joseph Perry
To: preservation
Subject: Re: Project review
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2022 4:11:43 PM
Attachments: CWM- Phase 1 final permit drawings.pdf

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Kim Chanty,

The address is 8110 Frankford Avenue, 19136
Joseph Perry, jpjperry@aol.com, 215-870-8205 will be responsible for the project.
The property is owned by Philadelphia Sons of Union Veterans during business as the Grand Army of the
Republic Civil War Museum.
As a Museum we would like to be ADA compliant.
Photo attached.

Thank you.

Joseph Perry
President
Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum
8110 Frankford Avenue
Philadelphia, PA  19136
jpjperrry@aol.com
215-870-8205

-----Original Message-----
From: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
To: Joseph Perry <jpjperry@aol.com>
Sent: Thu, Apr 21, 2022 2:45 pm
Subject: Re: Project review

Thank you. We just looked at this as a staff and determined that the scope will require
review by the full Historical Commission rather than by our staff. The next submission
deadline is May 10th which would put the application on the advisory Architectural
Committee's May 24th agenda, and the Historical Commission's June 10th agenda. On or
by May 10th, please provide the following to us so that we have the complete application:

The street address of the property in question.
The name, email address, telephone number, and mailing address of the applicant or
person responsible for the project. If multiple people are responsible for the project,
contact information for all involved should be provided.
The name(s) of the property owners.
A description of the proposal including the reason for undertaking the work. The
description should provide any information not available in the architectural drawings
and other documents, for example phasing of work, description of materials, etc.
Photographs of the subject property documenting the primary facades and areas



within the scope of work, the visibility of the work area from public rights-of-way, and
the context. Photographs should be labeled with the address and date.
Architectural plans and/or other graphic documentation detailing the proposal. (This is
what you already shared with us today).

To submit your request:

Send an email to a staff member or preservation@phila.gov.
Include your name, contact information, and address of the subject property.
Include all other information in a file or files in Adobe pdf format.
If the total file size is less than 10MB, attach the files to the email.
If the total file size is more than 10MB, send the files to the Historical Commission
using a file transfer utility like WeTransfer or DropBox. All have free transfer options.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Kim Chantry
Historic Preservation Planner
Philadelphia Historical Commission

From: Joseph Perry <jpjperry@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 2:16 PM
To: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Subject: Re: Project review

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Kim,

We have attached the plans for our ADA project. The plans misidentifies Welsh Road as Woodland
Avenue.

Joe

-----Original Message-----
From: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
To: Joseph Perry <jpjperry@aol.com>
Sent: Thu, Apr 21, 2022 1:56 pm
Subject: Re: Project review

Mr. Perry,

Thank you for your email. The Historical Commission only has jurisdiction over the
building's exterior, so you would need to let us know what the proposed scope of exterior
work is, and we can then determine the level of review needed. Typical ADA exterior work
may include the addition of a ramp to the front entrance, or a cut-down of the main entrance
if there are steps, or replacement of an exterior door. Please let us know and we can figure



out next steps together.

Thank you,

Kim Chantry
Historic Preservation Planner
Philadelphia Historical Commission

From: Joseph Perry <jpjperry@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 12:24 PM
To: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Subject: Project review

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

We are planning to make 8110 Frankford Avenue, 19136, ADA compliant.  The building is on the Register
and currently is owned by the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum.  Please let us know how to
proceed.

Thank you,

Joseph Perry
President
Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum
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