
Francis J. Myers 
Recreation 
Center

Community Meeting 
Thursday, April 21, 2022



Agenda

● Welcome and About Rebuild
● Project Background
● Existing Building Analysis
● Proposed Changes
● Options for New Outdoor Play Area
● Next Steps



● Equity and inclusion drive our capital investments
● Quality community spaces build strong and 

resilient  communities
● Residents’ voices shape the improvements
● Career pathways are created for diverse 

Philadelphians
● Opportunities are available for diverse businesses 

Rebuild is an initiative of the City of 
Philadelphia  to improve parks, recreation 
centers, and  libraries in close partnership 
with Philadelphia  Parks and Recreation, 
the Free Library of  Philadelphia, and 
other City departments. 



Rebuild is a historic investment of hundreds of millions of dollars in 
neighborhood parks, recreation centers and libraries across Philadelphia. 
Proposed in Mayor Jim Kenney’s first budget as a part of his vision for a 
more equitable Philadelphia, Rebuild’s promise to acknowledge history, 
engage the community and invest intentionally seeks to uplift pivotal 
community spaces, empower neighborhoods, and promote economic 
opportunity through diversity and inclusion.

The Rebuild Promise



Project Background
We’re Moving Forward

Pick up a Fact Sheet today!



Project Background
Meet the Engagement and Design Team

KARA MEDOW
Senior Design and Construction 

Project Manager

SARAH CURRY
Project Designer

BRIAN McVEIGH
Project Designer

JENN REZELI
Director of Impact

HENRY FELSMAN
Manager of Planning and 
Community Engagement 

AMANDA COLON-SMITH
Community Engagement Director

TOM 
MAHONE
Landscape 

Architect

KEISHA SCOVENS
DIr. of  Community Outreach

TARSHA SCOVENS
Dir. of  Programming



A commitment to community engagement





Project Background
Building History

Originally designed as an orphanage!

1904 2020



Project Background
Sports Courts & Mini-Pitch

BEFORE

AFTER RIBBON-CUTTING, AUGUST 2021



Early Findings
What We’ve Heard So Far

● Site Assessment
● Stakeholder Interviews

○ FJ Myers Rec Advisory Council
○ Empowered CDC
○ Southwest CDC
○ Mitchell Elementary
○ Independence Charter School West
○ Junior Farmers
○ RR Soccer Academy
○ Lone Star FC

● Program Analysis
● Ongoing Discussions 

with FJM Staff and PPR
View the boards for a closer look!



Early Findings
Required Improvements to be Included in the Rebuild Project

● New renovated restrooms
● New heating and cooling systems
● New electrical and lighting upgrades
● New additional exits
● New added security cameras, and clear lines of sight
● All ramps, stairs, surfaces brought to code for 

safety/accessibility reasons
● New fire protection sprinkler system
● Foundation improvements where leaking
● New elevator and ramps to accommodate accessibility 

issues
● Sustainability upgrades for LEED Silver Certification



Existing Recreation Center



Program Analysis



Program Analysis



Facility Assessment



Proposed Changes



Proposed Changes



Proposed Changes

Level 1 Level 2

Offices

Small Room

Medium Room

Large Room

Gym

Bathroom/Storage/
Kitchen

BENEFITS OF THE 
PROPOSED CHANGES:

• Create an accessible and 
welcoming recreation center

• Optimize building flow

• Streamline and secure the 
interior layout 

• Replace older / broken 
systems (plumbing / 
electrical / heating + cooling)

• Provide visibility to fields and 
outdoor activities

NEW LOBBY

NEW GYM







Next Steps
● Share your feedback today through May 9th at

www.tinyurl.com/FJMyersRebuildApril2022

● Sign up for updates at
www.tinyurl.com/FJMyersRebuildEmail

● Spread the word!

Stay tuned 
for updates!

http://www.tinyurl.com/FJMyersRebuildApril2022
http://www.tinyurl.com/FJMyersRebuildEmail


Thank you!
rebuild@phila.gov


