
7037, 7039, and 7041 Ridge Avenue 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

April/May 2022 

ADDRESS: 7037, 7039, AND 7041 RIDGE AVE 
Proposal: Remove non-historic additions; renovate building; and construct three-story building 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Select Redevelopment 
Applicant: Dane Bombara, Square Architects, LLC 
History: 7039 and 7041 Ridge Ave: 1830; First-floor commercial addition 
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation:  

7037 Ridge Ave: None 
7039 Ridge Ave: Ridge Ave Roxborough Historic District, Contributing, 10/12/2018 
7041 Ridge Ave: Ridge Ave Roxborough Historic District, Contributing, 10/12/2018 

Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: 
This application proposes to restore a historic building on Ridge Avenue and construct a three-
story multi-family building behind the historic building. The vacant parcel at 7037 Ridge Avenue, 
upon which the majority of the new construct will sit, is not designated as part of the Ridge 
Avenue Thematic Historic District, but this parcel will be consolidated with two that are 
designated, and the historic designation will then encompass the entire larger property. The 
one-story commercial addition at the front of the historic building, which dates from 1987, will be 
removed, the first-floor front façade will be restored, and a porch reconstructed. The one-story 
rear additions, which date from the 1990s, will be removed. The three-story multi-family building 
proposed for the property will not block views of the historic resource.  
 
A similar application was reviewed by the Architectural Committee in February 2022 and was 
withdrawn by the applicant prior to review by the Historical Commission so that revisions could 
be considered. The new building proposed in the earlier application was four-stories in height 
and located significantly closer to the historic building. This application was revised to account 
for the Architectural Committee’s comments, which included recommendations for reducing the 
height of the new construction by removing the first-floor parking and siting the new construction 
further from the historic building. This application also includes several revised details for the 
restoration of the historic building façade.  
  
SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Demolish non-historic additions on existing building. 
• Restore historic building façades. 
• Construct three-story multi-family building at rear.  

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed work is compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural 
features of the property and its environment, satisfying Standard 9. The proposed 
work will result in a restoration of a historic Ridge Avenue property. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standard 9.  



 

  

SQUARE ARCHITECTS, LLC           3425 GARRETT ROAD, DREXEL HILL, PA

  

April 11, 2022 

Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch St 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Phone: (215) 686-7660 
 
ATTN: Kim Chantry: Historic Preservation Planner 

RE: 7037-41 Ridge Ave: Submission for Architectural Committee Review 

 

Dear Kim: 

 

Please find herein our submission of the revised 7037-41 Ridge Ave presentation and design for review by the Philadelphia 

Architectural Committee.  

In keeping with the original goals of the project, this application proposes to restore a historic building on Ridge Avenue and 

construct a three-story multifamily building behind the historic building. The vacant parcel at 7037 Ridge Avenue, upon which a 

majority of the new construction will sit, is not designated as part of the Ridge Avenue Roxborough Thematic Historic District. 

These three parcels will be consolidated, and the historic designation will then encompass the entire larger property.  

The one-story non-contributing commercial addition at the front of the historic building, which dates from 1987, will be removed 

and the first-floor front façade will be restored, and a porch reconstructed. The one-story non-contributing rear additions which 

date from the 1990’s will be removed. The interior will be renovated to contain four residential units.  

We look forward to working with the staff of the Philadelphia Historical Commission in selecting exterior windows and doors that 

will contribute to the restoration of this historic structure, as well as integrate uncovered historical features (such as original 

transom locations) as found during the façade restoration phase.   

The three-story multifamily building proposed for the property will not block views of the historic building and will be in keeping 

with the goals set forth by the designation of the district, which is to prevent demolition of the earliest buildings along Ridge 

Avenue. This new building will consist of fifteen residential units. The massing of this building looks to establish a shared 

architectural vocabulary with the existing historic building manifesting primarily through the use of gabled rooflines and punched 

symmetrical window openings. 

This application has been requested by Select Redevelopment, who has been noted on the Building Permit Application. Select 

Redevelopment is currently in a Due Diligence period and seeking approval from the Philadelphia Historical Commission for the 

above and attached plans. 

We thank you kindly for this opportunity to submit our application for your review and consideration. 

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or if further information is requested.  

Sincerely, 

 

Dane Bombara & James S. McKenna, III 

Square Architects, LLC 
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Location’ field. If applicable, list PR #. Check box if this application is part of a project and provide project number: 

 

1 

  

Application for Construction Permit 
Use this application to obtain permits for a residential or commercial construction proposal. 

Mechanical / Fuel Gas, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Suppression trade details are found on page 2. 
 

Address 
Identify the location of work for the 
permit(s). 
If the activity will take place in a specific 
building, tenant space, floor level, or 
suite, note that detail in the ‘Specific 

 
 

Parcel Address  
 
 

Specific Location  

 
Applicant 
Identify how you are associated 
with the property. 
Licensed professionals include design 
professionals, attorneys, and 

 
I am the: 

 
Name 

 
Property Owner 

 
Tenant 

 
Equitable Owner 

 
Company 

 
Licensed Professional or Tradesperson 

expediters. A tradesperson must have 
an active Philadelphia license for their 
trade or hold a PA Home Improvement 
Contractor Registration. 

Address  
 
 

Email  
 

 

Property Owner 
Identify the deeded property 
owner. 
If the property owner is a ‘company’, 
a separate supplemental ownership 
information form will be required. 

If there was a recent change of 
ownership, documentation such as a 
deed or settlement sheet will be 
required. 

 
    The property owner is a/an:          Individual           Company (if selected, complete a separate Supplemental Ownership Information Form) 
 

 
 
 

Address  
 
 

Email  

 
 

Design Professional in 
Responsible Charge 
Identify the PA- licensed design 
professional who is legally 

 
 

Name Firm 
 

 

responsible. PA License # Phila. Commercial Activity License # 

 
 
 

Project Scope 
Use this section to provide project 
details; all fields are mandatory. 
(a) Choose the proposed occupancy 
of the entire building. If not one- or 
two-family, provide a description of 
group(s) per code. 

(b) Identify if the project will be new 
construction, an addition, or 
interior/exterior alterations. 

(c) List the site area that will be 
disturbed by construction, if any. 
Enter ‘zero’ if no disturbance. 

Email  
 

(a) Occupancy 
Single-Family Two-Family Other, please describe:    

(b) Scope of Work 
New Construction Addition and/or Alteration Shell (No Fit Out) – Option for Commercial Permits Only 

 
(c) Earth Disturbance 

 
 Area of Earth Disturbance (Sq. Ft.)  

 
(d) Building Floor Areas 

(d) Note the new floor area created, 
including basements, cellars, and 
occupiable roofs. Where existing 
areas will be altered, list those areas 
separately. 

(e) State the number of new or 
affected stories. 

(f) Provide a detailed description of 
the work proposed. 

(g) Select all conditions that apply to 
this project (if any). 

*Provide the associated Streets 
Review number if “Project Impacts 
Streets/Right-of-Way” is selected. 

New Floor Area (Sq. Ft.) Existing Altered Area (Sq. Ft.) 
 

 
(e) Number of Stories    

(f) Description of Work    
 

(g) Project Conditions 
                  New High Rise                                 Green Roof Included              Initial Fit Out of Newly Constructed Space  
   
                  Modular Construction                       Façade Work                          Project Impacts Streets/Right-of-Way* 

 
*Provide the associated Streets Review number for this project, if applicable: SR - 2 0               -- 

Name 
Check box if new owner is being listed 
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Phone 

Phone 

Phone 

PR- 2 0 - 
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WISSAHICKON WATERSHED 

OVERLAY

SETBACK
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MASSING STUDY FOR 7037

RIDGE AVE

EXISTING STRUCTURE

MASSING EVALUATION

BUILDABLE AREA: 4,683 SF

TOTAL SF:  ± 3,109 SF

CIRCULATION:  ± 777 SF

UNITS ALLOWED: 14 UNITS

APROXIMATE UNIT COUNT:  ±12-14 UNITS
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CONSOLIDATE LOTS

TOTAL LOT ARE 12,217 SF

25% OPEN AREA: 3,054 SF
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EXISTING STRUCTURE

MASSING EVALUATION

BUILDABLE AREA: 9,163 SF

TOTAL SF EXISTING:  ± 1,283 SF

TOTAL SF NEW:  ± 6,695 SF

CIRCULATION:  ± 1,674 SF

UNITS ALLOWED: 27 UNITS

APROXIMATE UNIT COUNT:  27 UNITS
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EXISTING STRUCTURE

INITIAL MASSING PRESENTED TO 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE

BUILDABLE AREA: 9,163 SF

TOTAL SF EXISTING:  ± 1,283 SF

TOTAL SF NEW:  ± 5,360 SF

UNITS ALLOWED: 27 UNITS

APROXIMATE UNIT COUNT:  20 UNITS + 4 

UNITS IN EXISTING BUILDING

ADD PORCH
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REVISED MASSING

BUILDABLE AREA: 9,163 SF

TOTAL SF EXISTING:  ± 1,283 SF

TOTAL SF NEW:  ± 4,323 SF

UNITS ALLOWED: 27 UNITS

APROXIMATE UNIT COUNT:  15 UNITS + 4 

UNITS IN EXISTING BUILDING
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ADDRESS: 7037-41 RIDGE AVE, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19128

STRUCTURE: 7037 EXISTING PARKING LOT,
       7039-41 EXISTING 2-STORY HISTORIC STRUCTURE

YEAR BUILT: 1830

ZONING: RM-1

LOT COVERAGE:

EXISTING SITE AREA:  ± 12,156 SF
APPROXIMATE COVERAGE AREA OF EXISTING BUILDING: ±1,277 SF
APPROXIMATE COVERAGE AREA OF PROPOSED BUILDING: ±5,460 SF
TOTAL BUILDING COVERAGE AREA: ± 6,737 SF
TOTAL SITE COVERAGE:  ±56%

UNIT COUNT:

FIRST 1,440 SF = (4) UNITS
12,156 SF - 1,440SF = 10,716 SF

10,716 SF / 480 SF PER UNIT = (22) UNITS

(26) UNITS ALLOWED
(24) UNITS PROPOSED 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: REMOVE EXISTING NON-CONTRIBUTING ADDITIONS. 
RENOVATE EXISTING HISTORIC BUILDING TO CONTAIN (4) UNITS, CONSTRUCT (4) 
STORY MULTI-FAMILY BUILDING WITH PARKING AT GROUND LEVEL AND (20) UNITS 
ON STORIES 2-4

AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION: CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

APPLICABLE BUILDING CODES:

2018 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE
2018 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE
2018 INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE
2018 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE 
2018 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE 
2018 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE

PROJECT INFORMATION

ZONING MAP SITE MAP

7037-41 RIDGE AVE.,

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19128

LOCATION MAP

7037-41 RIDGE AVE.,

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19128
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HISTORIC COMMISION -  INITIAL SUBMISSION

7037-41 RIDGE AVE
MULTI-FAMILY

7037-41 RIDGE AVE
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19128

SHEET INDEX - HISTORIC

SHEET NUMBER SHEET NAME ISSUE DATE

H0.0 COVERSHEET 02/07/2022

H0.3 DEMOLITION DRAWINGS 02/07/2022

H1.0 OVERALL SITE PLAN 02/07/2022

H1.1 FLOOR PLANS 02/07/2022

H1.2 FLOOR PLANS 02/07/2022

H1.3 FLOOR PLANS 02/07/2022

H1.4 FLOOR PLANS 02/07/2022

H2.1 ELEVATIONS 02/07/2022

H2.2 ELEVATIONS 02/07/2022

H3.1 3D VIEWS 02/07/2022

HP0.1 EXISTING PHOTOS - RIDGE AVE VIEW 02/07/2022

HP0.2 EXISTING PHOTOS - SIDE VIEW 7039 RIDGE AVE 02/07/2022

HP0.3 EXISTING PHOTOS - FRONT VIEW RIDGE AVE 02/07/2022

HP0.4 EXISTING PHOTOS SIDE VIEW 7041 RIDGE AVE 02/07/2022

HP0.5 EXISTING PHOTOS - REAR VIEW FROM
NEIGHBORING PROPERTY

02/07/2022
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NON-CONTRIBUTING ADDITIONS
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REMOVE EXISTING WINDOWS 
PREP FOR NEW WINDOWS

REMOVE EXISTING 
BAY WINDOW

REMOVE EXISTING WINDOWS 
PREP FOR NEW WINDOWS

REMOVE EXISTING WINDOWS 
PREP FOR NEW WINDOWS

ADDITIONS
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9'-6"

04 - FOURTH FLOOR
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03 - THIRD FLOOR
19'-0"

 ADDITIONS

DEMOLITION EXISTING NON-CONTRIBUTING

REMOVE EXITING WINDOWS 
PREP FOR REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

REMOVE EXISTING WINDOWS 
PREP FOR NEW WINDOWS

REMOVE EXISTING DOOR AND 
AND WINDOW AT SIDE 
ENTRANCE 

ADDITIONS

DEMOLITION EXISTING NON-CONTRIBUTING

REMOVE EXISTING NON-CONTRIBUTING ADDITION

REMOVE EXISTING ENTRY DOORS

REMOVE EXISTING WINDOWS, TYP.
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EX03 - ATTIC
17'-11 9/16"

EX01 - FIRST FLOOR
2 9/16"

EXISTING GRADE AT FRONT
-9"

EX02 - SECOND FLOOR
9'-5 9/16"

REMOVE EXISTING ADDITION AT 
FRONT AND REPLACE WITH 
PORCH

REPLACE ALL WINDOWS WITH
DOUBLE HUNG, 6X6 MUNTIN, ALUMINUM 
CLAD, TYP.

REPLACE EXISTING ENTRY 
DOORS WITH 6 PANEL 
EXTERIOR DOOR

REPLACE ROOF

PATCH, REPAIR, AND PAINT 
EXISTING STUCCO

NEW STUCCO AT FIRST 
FLOOR 

EX03 - ATTIC
17'-11 9/16"

EX01 - FIRST FLOOR
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EXISTING GRADE AT FRONT
-9"
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9'-5 9/16"
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EXISTING STUCCO

REPLACE ALL WINDOWS WITH
DOUBLE HUNG, 6X6 MUNTIN, ALUMINUM 
CLAD, TYP.

EX03 - ATTIC
17'-11 9/16"

EX01 - FIRST FLOOR
2 9/16"

EXISTING GRADE AT FRONT
-9"

EX02 - SECOND FLOOR
9'-5 9/16"

REPLACE ALL WINDOWS WITH
DOUBLE HUNG, 6X6 MUNTIN, ALUMINUM 
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PATCH, REPAIR, AND PAINT 
EXISTING STUCCO

NEW STUCCO
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-9"

EX02 - SECOND FLOOR
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