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ADDRESS: 1613 TO 1627 W NORRIS ST AND 1610 TO 1616 PAGE ST 
Name of Resource: Parking lot 
Proposed Action: Designation 
Property Owner: Philadelphia Land Bank 
Nominator: Mary McNatt 
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate a parking lot at 1613 to 1627 W. Norris 
Street and 1610 to 1616 Page Street in North Philadelphia. The parking lot is paved with asphalt 
and has low concrete walls along W. Norris Street. The nomination contends that the parking lot 
satisfies Criteria for Designation A, B, G, and H, which are enumerated as follows in Section 14-
1004 of the historic preservation ordinance. 
 

(A) Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or 
cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth, or nation or is associated with the life 
of a person significant in the past; 
(B) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth 
or Nation; 
(G) Is part of or related to a square, park, or other distinctive area that should be 
preserved according to a historic, cultural, or architectural motif; 
(H) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an 
established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or City; 

 
The nomination provides some background on the parking lot and explains why current access 
to parking is important for neighborhood residents. The nomination does not provide specific 
arguments regarding the historical significance of the parking lot or the satisfaction of the 
Criteria for Designation, except to check the boxes on the nomination form. 
 
According to a document in the Department of Licenses and Inspections Zoning Archive, the 
parking lot was constructed in 1964 or 1965. The City of Philadelphia was issued a zoning 
permit to demolish the rowhouses at 1613 to 1627 W. Norris Street and 1610 to 1616 Page 
Street and construct a “City-owned public parking lot” on October 6, 1964 (Figure 1). The 
rowhouses that were demolished dated to 1873. They were constructed by Thomas S. 
Shoemaker, the “largest homebuilder at the time of the Centennial.” Shoemaker built hundreds 
of similar rowhouses in North Philadelphia in the second half of the nineteenth century. The 
parking lot was constructed for the public school to the south, across Norris Street, now called 
the Carver Science and Engineering. Originally called the George Washington Carver School, 
the school building was a replacement for the nearby, outdated James L. Claghorn School, was 
designed by architects Baader, Young and Schlutze, who specialized in school buildings, and 
opened in September 1949. The school was erected on the site of the former Baptist Home for 
Aged and Poor. 
 
The nomination contends that the parking lot is located on land that was once part of Monument 
Cemetery. That is untrue. Monument Cemetery was located to the southeast of the parking lot. 
The shortest distance from the parking lot to the former cemetery boundary is approximately 
135 feet. The land where the parking lot is located was historically separated from the cemetery 
by Turner’s Lane, which no longer exists, and by Norris Street, originally called Franklin Avenue 
(Figure 2 to Figure 4). 
 
The parking lot is currently held by the Philadelphia Land Bank, part of the Philadelphia Housing 
Development Corporation, a quasi-City agency. The Land Bank holds vacant land and ensures 
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that the land is repurposed in ways that benefit the public. The Page Street section of the 
parking lot has been slated for redevelopment as low and moderate-income housing by Habitat 
for Humanity. Zoning permits ZP-2021-009229, 009245, 009247, and 009249 and building 
permits RP-2021-014883, 015076, and 015075 have been issued for the project and are not 
subject to the Historical Commission’s review. The remainder of the land will be redeveloped to 
benefit the public at a future date. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination fails to demonstrate that 
the parking lot at 1613 to 1627 W. Norris Street and 1610 to 1616 Page Street satisfies any 
Criteria for Designation and that the parking lot should not be designated as historic. The staff 
notes that a large section of the parking lot is already committed for redevelopment as low-
income housing and the permits for that redevelopment are not reviewable by the Historical 
Commission. While parking may be at a premium in this neighborhood, the Historical 
Commission must limit the use of its regulatory authority to preserving truly historic resources. 
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FIGURES 
 

 
Figure 1: Zoning permit to demolish rowhouses and construct the parking lot, October 6, 1964. 
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Figure 2: Ground Plot of Monument Cemetery, Act of Incorporation, By-laws, Rules and Regulations of the Monument 
Cemetery, 1839, with the area of the parking lot circled in red. 
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Figure 3: Baist's Property Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, Penna, complete in one volume, 1888, with the area of the 
parking lot circled in red. 
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Figure 4: Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, Aerial Photographs of the Delaware Valley, 1959, with the 
area of the parking lot circled in red and the school building to the south, across W. Norris Street. 
 



1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address) 
  Street address:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Postal code:_______________   

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
  Historic Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Current/Common Name:___________________________________________________________

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
  Building   Structure   Site   Object 

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 
  Condition:  excellent  good  fair  poor ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use:____________________________________________________________________

  

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries. 

6. DESCRIPTION  
Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting, 
and surroundings.  

7. SIGNIFICANCE  
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies. 

Period of Significance (from year to year): from _________ to _________ 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration:______________________________________________ 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer:_________________________________________________ 

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:___________________________________________________ 

  Original owner:__________________________________________________________________ 

Other significant persons:__________________________________________________________

1610 to 1616 Page Street; 1613 to 1627 W. Norris Street
19121

Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia parking lot
Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia parking lot

✔ ✔

✔

Parking structure for motor vehicles

1964 Present
None

Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia
Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia

Redevelopment Authority of Philadelphia
Philadelphia Land Bank



CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 
The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,
(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,
(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,
(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,
(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,
(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,
(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,
(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or
(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach a bibliography.

9. NOMINATOR
 
Organization______________________________________Date________________________________

Name with Title__________________________________ Email________________________________

Street Address____________________________________Telephone____________________________

City, State, and Postal Code______________________________________________________________ 

Nominator is  is not the property owner. 

PHC USE ONLY 
Date of Receipt:_______________________________________________________________________

Correct-Complete  Incorrect-Incomplete  Date:_________________________________

Date of Notice Issuance:_________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner at Time of Notice: 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________ State:____ Postal Code:_________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________

Date of Final Action:__________________________________________________________ 

  Designated   Rejected             12/7/18 

January 21, 2022

Ms. Mary McNatt mcnattmary@gmail.com

1617 W. Page Street (267) 210-4795

Philadelphia, PA 19121

✔

January 24, 2022

✔ March 17, 2022

Philadelphia Land Bank
1234 Market Street, 17th Floor

Philadelphia PA 19107

✔

✔

✔

✔

March 18, 2022



BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

 
 
1613 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 197 feet 10 inches from 
the Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Norris Street 18 feet and 
extending in length or depth Northward of that width between parallel lines with said 17th Street 65 
feet to a 4 feet wide alley which communicates with a certain 3 feet wide alley which extends from 
Norris Street to Page Street. 

1615 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 179 feet 10 inches from 
the Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Norris Street 18 feet and 
extending of that width in length or depth Northwardly between parallel lines with 17th Street 65 feet 
to the Southerly side of a certain 4 feet wide alley. 
 
1617 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 161 feet 10 inches from 
the Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth eastward on the said Northerly side of 
Norris Street 18 feet and extending in length or depth Northward between parallel lines with 17th Street 
65 feet to a 4 feet wide alley. 



 
1619 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 143 feet 10 inches from 
the Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Norris Street 18 feet and 
extending in length or depth Northward of that width between lines parallel with the said 17th Street 65 
feet to a 4 feet wide alley which communicates with a 3 feet wide alley which extends from Norris Street 
to Page Street.  
 
1621 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 125 feet 10 inches from 
the Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth 18 feet and extending of that width in 
length or depth Northwardly between parallel lines with 17th Street 65 feet to the Southerly side of a 
certain 4 feet wide alley. 
 
1623 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 107 feet 10 inches from 
the Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth 18 feet and extending of that width in 
length or depth Northwardly between parallel lines with 17th Street 65 feet to the Southerly side of a 
certain 4 feet wide alley. 
 
1625 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 89 feet 10 inches from the 
Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth 18 feet and extending of that width in length 
or depth Northwardly between parallel lines with 17th Street 65 feet to the Southerly side of a certain 4 
feet wide alley. 
 
1627 W. Norris Street 
Situate on the Northerly Side of Norris Street (50 feet wide) at the distance of 71 feet 10 inches from the 
Easterly side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Norris Street 18 feet and 
extending in length or depth Northward of that width between lines parallel with the said 17th Street 65 
feet to a 4 feet wide alley which communicates with the 3 feet wide alley which extends from Norris 
Street to Page Street. 
 
1610 Page Street 
Situate on the South side of Page Street beginning at the distance of 229 feet 10 inches Eastward from 
the East side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Page Street 16 feet and extending 
in length or depth Southward of that width between parallel lines with the said 17th Street 51 feet to a 4 
feet wide alley which communicates with a 3 feet wide alley which extends from Page Street to Norris 
Street. 
 
1612 Page Street 
Situate on the South side of Page Street beginning at the distance of 213 feet 10 inches Eastward from 
the East side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Page Street 16 feet and extending 
in length or depth Southward of that width between parallel lines with the said 17th Street 51 feet to a 4 
feet wide alley which communicates with a 3 feet wide alley which extends from Page Street to Norris 
Street. 
 
 



1614 Page Street 
Situate on the South side of Page Street beginning at the distance of 197 feet 10 inches Eastward from 
the East side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth 16 feet and extending of that width in length 
or depth Southwardly between parallel lines with 17th Street the distance of 51 feet to the Northerly 
side of a certain 4 feet wide alley. 
 
1616 Page Street 
Situate on the South side of Page Street beginning at the distance of 181 feet 10 inches Eastward from 
the East side of 17th Street. Containing in front or breadth on the said Page Street 16 feet and extending 
in length or depth Southward of that width between parallel lines with the said 17th Street 51 feet to a 4 
feet wide alley which communicates with a 3 feet wide alley which extends from Page Street to Norris 
Street. 
 
 
























































































