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The Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities 

The Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities (MOPD) houses the 
Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities and the Office of ADA 
Compliance. Both offices work to make Philadelphia a better place for 
people with disabilities.

The Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities (MCPD) conducts 
systemic advocacy on behalf of Philadelphians with disabilities within 
City government and the citywide disability community.

Stay connected to the MOPD and MCPD by signing up for our mailing list. 

https://www.phila.gov/departments/mayors-office-for-people-with-disabilities/commission/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/mayors-office-for-people-with-disabilities/commission/
https://phila.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=48732a6251c09f25e0086d47a&id=61b5eff738


Project History & Previous Uses

The initial version of this map was created in 2019 as a tool to assist the Philly 

Counts’ People with Disabilities Subcommittee in strategic planning around 

methods to promote participation in the 2020 Census within the disabilty  

community.

Since then, the map has been adapted into a publicly accessible tool, in 

partnership with the Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities, and 

Philly Counts. 

The following user guide outlines the functionality of the map, and step-by-

step instructions for various features and uses.

https://www.phila.gov/programs/philly-counts-2020/
https://www.phila.gov/departments/mayors-office-for-people-with-disabilities/commission/
https://www.phila.gov/programs/philly-counts-2020/


Project Timeline for 2022 and 2023
● The updated map was completed by the Mayor’s Commission on People with 

Disabilities with support from Philly Counts in January of 2022.  

● The map along with the user guide will be posted to the Mayor’s Office for 

People with Disabilities (MOPD) webpage in early 2022.

● Throughout 2022 and 2023 the map will be shared and utilized both internally 

and externally through the MOPD. 

● Accessible community engagement sessions will be offered in 2022 and 2023. 

● Updates to the Map will be ongoing as Census data is updated. 

https://www.phila.gov/departments/mayors-office-for-people-with-disabilities/commission/
https://www.phila.gov/programs/philly-counts-2020/


Approximately 16.7 percent and roughly 246,000

Philadelphians are people with disabilities 

according to the latest American Community 

Survey Results. This map serves as an invaluable 

resource to show where Philadelphians with 

disabilities live throughout the city. 

We encourage users to explore the map and find 

out more about the disability representation in 

their neighborhood, district, and city.

The importance of this map

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about.html


City Council, City Departments and City Leadership
• Unique district layer of map allows for district specific data. 
• Utilize data to include and prioritize residents with disabilities.
• Better understand the accessibility needs of residents.
• Increase accessible engagement within the community and city.

Residents and Community Partners
• People with disabilities are the leading representation of the map.
• Data can be used to better understand Philadelphia’s diversity.
• Community organizations can use the data in their work. 
• Free and available to everyone.  

Map Engagement 



Overview & Accessing the Map

The Disability Characteristics in the City of Philadelphia Map can 

be accessed online at https://arcg.is/0bSCuD, and will have a 

designation on the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities' 

webpage in early 2022.

There is no account or subscription required to access the map.

The map is digital and interactive, allowing the user to explore 

disability characteristics by census tract, with a collection of 

additional geographic and data overlays. 

https://arcg.is/0bSCuD


Data Source for the Map 

The data displayed in this map was 
pulled directly from the American 
Community Survey 2015-2019 5-
Year Estimates Subject Table on 
Disability Characteristics. 

With recent changes to how the U.S. 
Census Bureau reports data, this 
remains the best, most up-to-date 
dataset available on disability 
characteristics across the City of 
Philadelphia.

The American Community Survey ask 
about six disability types: hearing 
difficulty, vision difficulty, cognitive 
difficulty, ambulatory difficulty, self-
care difficulty, and independent living 
difficulty. Respondents who report 
anyone of the six disability types are 
considered to have a disability.

How Disability Data are Collected from 
The American Community Survey 
(census.gov)

https://www.census.gov/topics/health/disability/guidance/data-collection-acs.html


Data Layers Include:

● Philadelphia Council Districts

● Philadelphia Zip Codes

● Philadelphia Neighborhoods

● Pennsylvania House Districts

● Pennsylvania Senate Districts

● United State Congressional 

Districts

● Population Percentages 

● Disability Percentages by 

● Specific Disability

● Age 

● Race and Hispanic Origin 



Navigating the Map

When you first access the map, your 

screen will look similar to the image, 

right.

To navigate and move around the 

map, simply click and hold your 

mouse button while dragging the 

mouse in the opposite direction 

of where you would like to view.

https://arcg.is/0bSCuD


Zooming In & Out

To zoom in and out on the map, you 

can use one of two methods, listed 

below:

1.   Using your mouse dial, scroll up to 

zoom in and scroll down to zoom out.

2.   In the top left corner of the map, 

click on the + to zoom in and the - to 

zoom out.



Displaying the Legend

If at any time you would like to display the 

map legend, simply click on the first button 

on the left of the toolbar in the upper left of 

the screen.

The legend will display in a pop-up window in 

the upper right of the screen.

Tip: Displaying the legend will close any other pop-

up windows on the upper right of the screen.



Changing Geographic Overlays

To change the active geographic 

overlay, click on the second button 

from the left on the toolbar in the 

upper left corner of the map. (When 

hovering over the icon with your 

mouse, it will display the text “Layers”.)

From the pop-up menu in the upper 

right of the screen you can toggle 

overlays on and off by clicking on 

them. (The first 7 layers listed are 

overlays.)

Tip: The map works best when only one geographic 
overlay is selected at a time.



Exploring Disability Characteristics Data

Once you have selected your desired 

geographic overlay, simply click into an area 

on the map to display data related to:

● Total Population

● Pop. with a Disability

● Pop. with a Disability by Age

● Pop. with a Disability by Race

● Pop. with a Disability by Hispanic Origin

The data listed includes counts, percentages and 

interactive charts.

Y



Exploring Disability Characteristics Data (cont.)

Additionally, you can view data related to the types 

of disabilities reported in an area by changing the 

active data layer.

To do this, click on the second button from the 

left on the toolbar in the upper left corner of the 

map.

From the pop-up menu in the upper right of the 

screen you can toggle data layers on and off by 

clicking on them. (The final 2 layers listed are data 

layers.)



Sharing the Map
Because the map is publicly accessible, you 

can easily share it via a link using the built-in 

share tool.

To share the map, simply click on the first 

button from the right on the toolbar in 

the upper left corner of the map. (When 

hovering over the icon with your mouse, it 

should display the text “Share”.)

In the upper right of the screen, a pop-up 

window will display the options to easily 

share the map.



We hope that you find this map as valuable as we do.

“Representation matters because 

there is a richness to disability 

you are probably not aware of.”

–Elsa S. Henry

The Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities would like to acknowledge the 
efforts of those who were instrumental in the creation of this map to support  
our efforts to ensure that the City of Philadelphia is inclusive and equitable. 



Connect with the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities 

Website:

https://www.phila.gov/departmen

ts/mayors-office-for-people-with-

disabilities

Office Phone:

215-686-2798

Amy Nieves, Executive Director 

Amy.Nieves@phila.gov

Adrienne Ewing, Director of ADA 

Compliance 

Adrienne.Ewing@phila.gov

Claudia Tasco, Constituent Services 

Claudia.Tasco@phila.gov

https://www.phila.gov/departments/mayors-office-for-people-with-disabilities
mailto:Amy.Nieves@phila.gov
mailto:Adrienne.Ewing@phila.gov
mailto:claudia.Tasco@phila.gov

