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ADDRESS: 838 1/2 N 42ND ST 
Proposal: Convert church for multi-family residential use; construct addition 
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: German Yakubov 
Applicant: Stephen Bachich, Raymond F. Rola Architects 
History: 1872; St. Petri Evangelical German Lutheran Church; Emil H.C. Hartmann; Duhring, 
Okie & Ziegler, architects 
Individual Designation: 6/14/2013  
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to convert a historic church building located at 838 1/2 N. 42nd Street 
to a multi-family residential building. Originally known as St. Petri Evangelical German Lutheran 
Church, the church was constructed in phases. A chapel building was constructed in 1872 (see 
Image 1 and 2). The second phase of construction in 1895 (Image 3) added a one-story 
masonry church building that covered the remainder of the lot. The final phase of church 
construction in 1906 added an upper section and steeple above the 1895 section. Today, the 
church complex maintains a high level of architectural integrity. 
 
This application proposes limited exterior interventions as part of the scope for the rehabilitation 
and conversion work. The most significant change is the addition of a two-story structure on top 
of the 1872 chapel. The proposed overbuild is a wood frame structure with clapboard type 
siding and a combination of casement and awning windows. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Convert existing three-story masonry church into a multi-family building with 20 
residential units. 

• Construct two-story addition over the existing rear one-story area of the building. 

• Install new ADA ramp along Parrish Street elevation. 

• Restore existing windows and doors. Selective replacement only where necessary. 

• Exterior masonry will be cleaned and repaired as needed.  
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New addition, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spacial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale, and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

o Most of the work proposed meets Standard 9. 
o The proposed two-story addition above the 1872 chapel is not compatible with 

the historic materials, features, scale, and proportion of the chapel and church 
and does not meet Standard 9. 
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• Standard 10: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will be 
undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

o Most of the work proposed meets Standard 10. 
o The removal of the full chapel roof and a large section of the chapel’s north wall 

does not meet Standard 10. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Denial, pursuant to Standards 9 and 10. 
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IMAGES 

 
Figure 1: 1872, St. Petri Chapel  

 
 

Figure 2: J.L. Smith, Atlas of West Philadelphia, 1886. 

 
  



838 1/2 N 42nd Street 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

January 2022/February 2022 

Figure 3: First phase of St. Petri Church, 1895. 

 
 
 
Figure 4: View looking north.  
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Figure 5: Aerial view of church and chapel. 
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