NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION éZ /a%g’
M)

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM ON CD (MS WORD FOR

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)
Street address: 700 South 9th Street

Postal code: 19147 Councilmanic District.  First (ist)

OPA #781608700

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Historic Name: "Ronaldson's Philadelphia Cemetery"

Common Name: Palumbo Playground

3. TyrE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
_iBuilding (] Structure K] site [] Object

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION

Condition: {"Jexcellent good ] fair ] poor [] ruins
Occupancy: D occupied [ vacant [} under construction (] unknown
Current use: Playing fieélds for sports; playground.

This is a City-owned property.

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please attach a plot plan and written description of the boundary.

6. DESCRIPTION

Please attach a description of the historic resource and supplement with current photographs.

7. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach the Statement of Significance.

Pericd of Significance (from year to year): from 1827 t0_ 1950
Date(s) of eomstrootinn Radanateratiax_ Activity from 1827 to 1950

4rchitect, engineer, and/or designer: James Ronaldson (1768-1841)
dlder, contractor, and/or artisan: not applicable
inal owner: "The Philadelphia Cemetery, Inc." now, City

significant persons: James Rounaldson
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CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The hisioric resource satisfies the following criteria for dssignation (check zll that apply):

X {a) Has significant character, interast or value as part of the development, heritags or cultura!
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the lif2 of a person
significant in_the_past; or,

[ (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealih or Natjon:
or.

[ (¢) Reflecis the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural styls: or,

(] (d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering spscimen: or,

Tl (e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whoss work
has significantly influsnced tne historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

L] (f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

L] (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif: or,

H {h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(i) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community,

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach

9. NOMINATOR

Organization_ == 7==~== Date

Name wilidite Celeste A, Morello, MS, MA Email

Street Address_ 1234 South Sheridan Street  Telephone 215.334.6008

City, State, and Postal Code Philadelphia, PA 1914744820

Nominator [ lis X! is not the propary
— L ¥

\Jl'i‘v"ner.

PHC Use ONLY
Date of Recsipt:_ 9/15/2021

Xl Correct-Complete T Incorreci-incomgplsis Date:  10/28/2021
Date of Notice Issuance:__10/28/2021
Property Ownsr at Tims of Natice

Name: Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Address: 1515 Arch Street, 10th Floor

City: Philadelphia

State PA Postal Cods: 19102
Date(s) Reviewed by the Commilies on Historic Designation: 12/1/2021

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:__1/14/2022
Date of Final Action:_ 1/14/2022

X Designated i Rejected Criteria A and |

31218
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BOUNDARIES:

The 1917 E.V. Smith Atlas (below) notes the nominated lot's
north and south sides as "307" feet with the east and west sides
measuring "307.18" feet.

This nomination only concerns this former cemetery's lot,
not where the rowhouses line South 10th Street at the lot's west.
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DESCRIPTION:

Below is a GoogleMaps aerial of Palumbo Playground's
open field where various sports are played. This is a City-
owned property since acquisition by Deed on December 27, 1949.
The nomlnated property had been a burlal ground 1827 1950.

-4'h mound

2021 aerial
aligned to
the 1910 map
to demonsrate

consistency.
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Staff-Supplemented Boundary Description

Beginning at a point at the southwest corner of S. 9" Street and Bainbridge Street, then continuing
south along S. 9™ Street approximately 308 feet to the intersection of S. 9™ Street and Fitzwater Street,
then extending west along Fitzwater Street approximately 304 feet to a point, then extending north
approximately 308 feet to a point, then extending east along Bainbridge Street approximately 304 feet
back to the place of beginning. Being part of the larger parcel at 700 S. 9™ Street.



Staff-Supplemented Historic Photographs

Figure 1. Exterior of gateway to Ronaldson's Cemetery, date unknown. Source: Temple University Libraries, Special Collections
Research Center, City Parks Association of Philadelphia Records,
https.//digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/205/rec/3.



https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/City%20Parks%20Association%20of%20Philadelphia%20Records/field/reposa/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/205/rec/3

Center, City Parks Association of Philadelphia Records,
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/206/rec/4.


https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/City%20Parks%20Association%20of%20Philadelphia%20Records/field/reposa/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/206/rec/4
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Figure 3. Mayor Kendrick and Presideht of City Council Charles B. Hall survey Ronaldson Cemetery, Apfi/ 17, 1924. Source:
Temple University Libraries, Special Collections Research Center, George D. McDowell Philadelphia Evening Bulletin Collection,
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/id/509/rec/2.



https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/search/searchterm/George%20D.%20McDowell%20Philadelphia%20Evening%20Bulletin%20Collection/field/reposa/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/id/509/rec/2

Figure 4. The main walk of Ronaldson's Cemetery looking toward the entrance gate, May 1927. Source:
Temple University Libraries, Special Collections Research Center, City Parks Association of Philadelphia Records,
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/212/rec/5.



https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/212/rec/5
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Figure 5. James Ronaldson's monument, May 1927. Source: Temple University Libraries, Special Collections Research Center,
City Parks Association of Philadelphia Records, https.//digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/213/rec/6.


https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/City%20Parks%20Association%20of%20Philadelphia%20Records/field/reposa/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/search/searchterm/City%20Parks%20Association%20of%20Philadelphia%20Records/field/reposa/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll5/id/213/rec/6
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Figure 6. Ronaldson’s Cemetery looking east towards S. 9t Street, February 13, 1947. Source: Temple University Libraries,

Special Collections Research Center, George D. McDowell Philadelphia Evening Bulletin Collection,
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/id/496/rec/1.


https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/search/searchterm/Temple%20University%20Libraries%2C%20Special%20Collections%20Research%20Center/field/reposi/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/search/searchterm/George%20D.%20McDowell%20Philadelphia%20Evening%20Bulletin%20Collection/field/reposa/mode/exact/conn/and
https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/id/496/rec/1

Staff-Supplemented Current Photographs

Figure 8. View south from Bainbridge Street. No above-ground historic resources remain. October 2021.



Figure 9. Playground occupying the southern end of the subject property. This is the same view as the historic view in Figure 6
from 1947. October 2021.




STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE:

From 1827 to 1950, "Palumbo Playground” in Bella Vista had
been used as a burial ground known as "Ronaldson's" but incorporated
as "The Philadelphia Cemetery" in 1833. It was a garden~type rest-
ing place, holding "13,500" deceased when converted by the City into
a playground after exhuming all of the remains in 1950. Designed
by James Ronaldson (1768-1841), a local businessmen, philanthropist
and first president of the Franklin Institute, he created a non-sec-
tarian, landscaped area with paths and deeded plots for his venture
which Laurel Hill Cemetery later implimented, as acknowledged by
that cemetery's designer, John Jay Smith. Scharf & Westcott's
History of Philadelphia (1884) distinguished "Ronaldson's™ as "the
model burying-place of the city"” %hen dozens of other cemeteries
had already formed. HABS Historiam Aaron V. Wunsch, Ph.D. wrote in
his report on Laurel Hill Cemetery on Ronaldson's novel concept of
a cemetery as a business? with each plot deeded to the owner. Dell
Upton's Another City (2008) spent pages on Ronaldson's Cemetery,

again creditting it as the "pprogemitor" of Laurel Hill Cemeteryﬁ
The timing of this cemetery, its environmental design, its "priva-
tization" concept and the changes in burial customs have significant
interest in American history and ths site holds probable specimens
from the 1820s to 1918 that have historic value.

The City's exhumation of Romaldson's "13,500" remains are now
at Forest Hills Cemetery in a circular lot with a 50 foot diameter,
This would imply that a significant amount of the original cemetery's
subterranean level has "fill" from this®0,000 square foot area which
had not been transported to the 50 foot wide plot at Forest Hills.
My preliminary research will lend somé basis that at this playground's
subterranean level, there arée areas which could yield a great amount
of historical information from 1827 to 1918. This evidence demon-

15 . )
"Evening Bulletin,' March 21, 1950.

3 Scharf & Westcott, pp. 620i; 2359iii.
HABS No, PA-1811 of 1999,
& Upton, Dell, Another City. Yale University Press, 2008, p. 233.

Measurements made on-site, September 9, 2021.



-

gkrates that the cemetery left considerable material specimens
including bones; metal articles and personal effects; chemical re-
sidue from leaded paint, embalming fluids, lye and/or other con-
taminants placed prior to 1918 at the last burial. In sum, there
are reasons for archaeological interest here, when the United States
was about 50 years old and widening into the Industrial Revolution
and urbanization periods of the City's growth. Criteria (a) and

(i) will guide to qualify this site for historical designation.

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
September, 2021
(During COVID-19 limitations)
Below, cemetetry divisions,
(Library Company of Phila.)
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Perspective is from the southwest corner looking towards east--
to corner of South 9th and Fitzwater Streets,

Farther beyond where the black gate is, are several vaults with
multiple graves deep below the surface--ideal for archaeological
and anthropological research.

(Photo: Temple University Special Collections.)

e e
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The former Ronmaldson's Cemetery,..

(a? Has significgnt character, interest or value as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City,

Cgmmgnwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past.

This criterion directs that the resource demonstrate the
qualifiers that do not specify whether the "character, interest
or value" is overt, or in this case, at the subterranean 1evél?
For many parts of Philadelphia, burial grounds and what may be
found underneath from pre-history with the Native Americans here,
then with the European and :Black residents from the 1600s, the
"character, interest or value" has already been found to have his-
torical significance when unearthed from below the surface area.
The former Moyamensing Township in what had been the County of
Philadelphia presents such an area where archaeological exploration
is essential as part of interpretting historical development there.

Moyamensing Township's boundaries fluctuated during the 18th
and 19th centuries even after its incorporation in 1808. West of
Southwark District and south of the original City border on South
(Cedar) Street, Moyamensing usually began at 6th Street from South
and went west towards Broad (14th) Street, southward to indefinite
bounds, according to the time and map. Perhaps because Southwark
had been settled earlier, with residences erected from the shores
of the Delaware River to about 5th Street, the only demarcation
remained at South Street and to where there were fewer homesteads,
such as those near 6th Street where many houses today resemble those
closer to the river.

Philadelphia's earliest churches and synagoges had limited
space around their worship sites to bury their members, but the

6This criterion presumes that only visible resources qualify, but
criterion (i) does not require proving that the resource have same
qualifiers for historical significance where "may be likely to yield."

"The PHC Staff had already reviewed the former St. Paul's Catholic
Sehool's lot under criterion (a) as proposed for archaeological re-
search in August, 2021,
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documentation-~if it exists--does not usually correlate with sources
such as Scharf and Westcott's History of Philadelphia (1884). In
those volumes, cemeteries outside of the City's limits arose first

in Moyamensing Township by '"1826" and were non-sectarian.8 Recent
research on the Black cemetery under the Weccaco Playground in
Queen Village showed it was part of Mother Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, having a place in City, Commonwealth and National
history unrecognized by Scharf and Westcott. Construction at 8th
Street and Washington Avenue in 2002 also faulted documented 19th
historical sources (except on atlases) which omitted 0Old St. Jos-
eph's Roman Catholic graveyard which archaeologists dated to "1824"
or before, because the cemetery extended from a northern location
above Washington Avenue and went southward.9 (Holy Trinity Geérman
Catholic Church also had a nearby cemetery from the early 19th cen-
tury.) Thus, the "character, interest and value" of what is under-

ground and yet uncovered, cannot be limited to that which isi seen

at hand. Varied religious cemeteries have not yet been compared.

In their historical accounts on Philadelphia's cemeteries,
Scharf and Westcott attempt to differentiate between "cemetery" and
"burial ground' unsuccessfully and the terms will be interchangeable
herein. The authors relate the business-like approach in forming
non-sectarian cemeteries first, in Moyamensing Township by ""1826"
with the Machpelah Cemetery arising at the same time as Ronaldson's
"Philadelphia Cemetery" in 1826. The "mutual associations" coming
together for privately-held cemeteries in Moyamensing Township had
indeed been a step away from the religious denominational hold of
their deceased members, and by 1826, deeded plots were given to
those who purchased their own places to rest eternally. This new
concept was thoroughly expounded by HABS historian Aaron V. Wunsch,
Ph.D. in his report for National listing on Laurel Hill Cemetery.10

8 See Scharf and Westcott, op.cit., p. 2359iii,.

9 Excavation and report on the Washington Avenue Project by R. Michael
Stewart, Temple University Dept. of Anthropology, June, 2005.

HABS No. PA-1811 of 1999,
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Dell Upton continued Wunsch's thesis (which was also the basis

of Wunsch's doctoral dissertation), but added more on the results
of Philadelphia's much-needed expansion into the County and how
urbanization would be effected.l1 These unseen advancements in
City planning and management are part of Ronaldson's Cemetery's
history as it reached into the Jacksonian Era's ideals of self-
responsibility and capitalism. Here at Ronaldson's, each plot

on the "Plan" was individually deeded--which would later delay the
City from faster ownership of the entire cemetery by 1949. Plot
owners also could arrange their spaces as they wished with either
upright stones, flat stones, obelisks or other types of markers.
In these types of privately-held cemeteries, corporations oversaw

the management and sales: it was a business agreement on death.

Ronaldson's Cemetery's "Plan" aids im quantifying the number
of interments, as well as their locations if anything underground
was to be excavated for historical research. Local newspapers
used ""13,500" as the number of remains held at the cemetery when
the City purchased the land with the agreement that the City would
assume all costs to convert the cemetery into a playground once
the last of the plot owners surrendered their eight by ten foot
piece of ground. This is a fiigure not reckoning with the number
of plots numbering 450 on each side for a total of 900 deeded plots.
However, the"Account of the Cemetery" compiled in 1845 listed
"6076" plots filled}3even if the owners of the plots had not died.
Of interest is where these deceased are, and what value their re-
mains leave to us to bring more history of this past.

11 ypton, Dell, Another City. Yale University Press, 2008 was published

12

after Wunsch's HABS report on Laurel Hill Cemetery in 1999. Also,
Wunsch's"Parceling the Picturesque: 'Rural’ Cemeteries and Urban
Context in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia." Ph.D. dissertation on
Architecture for the University of California, Berkeley, 2009.

“Evening Bulletin," March 21, 1950.

3Philadelphia Cemetery Deed and Account Book., Library Company of Phila-

delphia.
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The entire lot-
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for single or
multiple burials

The scope of
historical value
from a site
where "13,500"
were laid to resi
from 1827 to
1918 had not yet
been researched
had not been ad-
dressed.

This grid--which
continues on the
next page, holds
administrative
information, but
broader informa-
tion is under the
surface,

Brackets point
to aggregate of
vaults.(left)
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THE RONALDSON'S CEMETERY SITE:

Prior to James Ronaldson's purchase of this ground, the site
was undeveloped and apparently cleared. Watson's Annals (1891)
had reported that the ground served as a "celebrated skating-lot
in the winter"lﬁhich raises a question of how water settled onto
the ground and whether there was sufficient draingage. Any moisture
collecting on this area would have greatly affected the conditions
of the subsurface to hasten decomposition and decay of the earlier
burials--depending on the location of the burials. Deeper grave-
sites with vaults were noted mainly along Fitzwater Street at the
mid-block; near the middle and close to South 9th Street side; and
west of the "Keeper's House'" on Bainbridge Street towards Tenth.
(Refer to "Plan.") These locations may be best preserved as it
seemed that the Philadelphia Cemetery Company had known which spe-

cific areas of the lot were least vulnerable to collecting water.

This lot also appeared to have had a level terrain since it
was occupied--either as a "skating-lot" or with the burials. When
purchased, Ronaldson prepared the ground to absorb some rainwater
and snow: "He..,.filled up by adding several thousand loads of earth,
ornamented by planting various trees and shrubs..."(1845 "Account")l5
The ground was still flat,

No details were recorded on how contractors hired by the City
handled the site, i.e., how deep intio the ground were the remains
retrieved for reburial? And, was more soil added to fill in any
voided areas?

There were no regulatory directives to the depth of graves
at the time, nor how much lye to use, or other means of burial.
The "Washington Avenue Project" from 2002-2005 at 8th and Washing-
ton Avenue, about one-half mile from Ronmaldson's, is not compara-

Watson, John F., Annals... Phila.: E.S. Stuart, 1891,

' p. 137.
See 1845 "Account" page in Appendix IT herein,
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ble to the possibility of a Ronaldson's archaeological study, but
the: extension of 0ld St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church's Cemetery
dated to "1824" and can demonstrate what to expect at Ronaldson's 1

Washington Avenue had been well-travelled since the 1700s as
"Prime Street,' with numerous pavings built wmp for the City's first
railroads and truck-hauling. The 2005 study by Stewart, et al. had
‘wesulted because contractors prgpared for new water pipes and hap-
pened upon about 19 wood coffins, most with skeletal remains and
artifacts. Stewart compiled the depths of each coffin and recorded
finding coffins from "3 feet" below the street level, to just over

"6 feet" deep within a span of about one-half block. (Refer to Appen~
dix II.) Most burials were found just about 4 feet below surface.

"The Evening Bulletin" (January 1, 1944) wrote that vaults at
Ronaldson's could be accessed and that "some (vaults) of which con-
tain as many as 25 bodies'" are deep underground. Moreover, "Each
vault entrance, four feet down, is reached only by digging." (Under-
lining added.) Thus, the vaults hold what may be the remains and
objects for study best preserved at that undisturbed depth.

Ronaldson's Cemetery may provide a contrast, or a study to

enthance Stewart's findings. Of the numerous cemeteries scattered

in the former Moyamensing Township, for "Washington Avenue Project,"
(as crude and inexperienced that those who initiated the project were:
the "lead" claimed to be from a "Civil War society" of one person
and never produced anything to verify her standing; a Civil War re-
enactor's improper and inaccurate "research" was referenced), Ste-
wart's published report corrected the errors and shortcomings, but
it is the only archaeological study of cemetery yields: Washington
Avenue had a Union Cemetery, Machpelah and another cemetery from
Sixth to Eleventh Streets destroyed with'all historical contexts.

Dr. Stewart's "Abstract"
IT herein for reference,

This "lead" person actually had no credentials, but she enlisted an
attorney and solicited Laurel Hill, not a Catholic cemetery for the
reburials, which is improper.

and some pages from Report are in Appendix
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WHO WAS BURIED at RONALDSON'S:

* Forgotten Lives
Orice Popular Ohapters Indexed In

- 014 Ronaldson’s Cemetery

MARS of tall grass and weeds
from which rises a simple head-
stone, and by its side, nearly
hidden by the rank grewth, a plain; well
worn slab of stone, modestly placed be-
yond the path of SerVL-
tion, in old nldson’s Cemetery, Oth
and Bainbrigge sts., marksthe spot
unier which “Wests tl of one of
the three primd—=onnas heard in the
first performance,of a grand opera in
Philadelphia. 'hq simple headstone,
erected a few years befors his death
by her som, nlerely reads: “To our
Mother and our Brother, Cornelia T
Jefferson, Charles Burke) —'d»

7 1 e
i, To the theatre goer of today-it tells
little,, The mnajpe Jefferson is familiar

Devilshoofs ever heard herd, Mrs.
Seguin also mesumed the name’ part in
the first American grand opern, “Leo-
orn,” by Joseph and William! I'ry, of

Philadelphia, They were bo heard
here for many years In an extensive
repertoire. g .

¥

:Towards the last of 1842 the :Beguins
whre glving a weason of operaiat the
Chgstnut, and :dnring thelr stay;in the
C}.t}‘zigere the guests of Peter Richings
af his'Pine at. residence. There the two
little ones werp stricken with scdrlatina
at the same tigme, Nightly after the cur-
tain“was ru down the parents has-
tned homa:f6 divide the hovrs %til the
néxt perfomance in nursing the chil-
dren, but their vigilance and devotion

ere of no “uvall, "When 1ittl§ Anna
ﬁs&ed away ther closed the

(-4

i;enxﬂz&-
nt, N

Another son was glven the name of
dward. He lived to attain ‘a large
meeasure /of popularity as a baritone in
inglish opera. e married 4 young

¢

to those apprgnching middle age or
older, who wel] remember Joseph of
ithat name, the ivorld-famous “Rip Van
{Winkle," comedian par excellence. It
\was this Joseph jwho erected the tomb-
iatons that the jlast resting place of
(his mother mightlnot be wholly lost,
Cornella I'randis she was. She be-
E&me the ‘wife iof a popular acior,

homas Burke, and :as *Little - Mrs.
‘Burke'" she was gdored by the patrons
of the old Chestnut, Street Thentre,
at Bth mnd Chesthut sts., early in the
last century, \vheq a5 assyciates in that
rolebrated stock company ahe had Jos-
Lph Jefferson the elder, Joseph Jefterson,
{lr, John Jefferson, Mra. Joseph Jeft:zr-
bon, Sr., Elizabeth Jefferson . and Wu-
phemia Jeffersoni Some family for
bne company! But then there were
Mr, and Mrs, Johfi Darley, Henry Wal-
ack, Mrs. LaF _Hughes,
Wbereromble, Hafhwell and others of
’f inence in, the fprofession. As Mrs,
CATRE she had g gon. Charley, -destiaod
to become a famofis comedlan, who now
lies by his mother's side. =~ .

Jile, Messrs.

Ronnldson's Clemetery was opened in
1827, and for mafdy years was a favor-
‘te burial place fdr men and women of
:he stage. Its redords teem with names
-hat ence wera the magie that coaxed
office, Ovwer toward
ner is a large #lah
me of Harrison Hud-
and  carries -an  In.
; now undecipherable.
known, poasibly,

which bears the
ion  Rowhotham,
wription which
Ja wan better

as
: t 2, too. was|:
Fenry H. Rot?hc{.:ham:ﬁud’ he, too. w

chntralto nanted Zelda Harridon, and
19 Zelda Seguin sghe charmed a;udiencea
I' many years, ;

?A tomb fn th
Villilam Jones and hls wife, Julip, both
tng before the Philadelphia publie, Mr.
ones sometimes as a manager gf the
reh Street Theatre or the old {but ever
new Walnut. Jones was eccentric and
had some curious ways of e

himself.

iycident that occurred when jthe sol:

credit to Rain-in-the-face in hisipalmiest
gdoys, slammed lhis hat on the floor,
dunced a wild jig, kicked his hat as far
‘a8 It, would go, then retri ving It,
jhmmed it on hig head and fle

¢ cemetery also; shelfors ||

cpressing
Durang ilustrates tlﬁl: in an |

emn veteran, Joseph Horton, jrevolted
against singing in the choruy of &n
opera. When he complained Jones |
the manager simply looked at m, then

with a whoop that would haye done |

' without |

Identifying those buried at
Ronaldson's Cemetery who had
national significance for their
professions and achievements.

Broken Headﬁgmés, Tin Cans Hid,
HIW Egavves in-Old-Cemetery

Local heroes of America’s fifst
major conflict — the Revolutighary
War — lie in almost forgotten
graves in a Iittle-khown South Phil-
adelphia cemetery,

The -burial grounds, onfe called
Lthe Nation's most.Heautiful,_is Ron-
aldson’s Cemetery, {founded in
b on, an emigre
| fro

the proceeds for aymore fitting res
ing place for the illystrious dead.
“We are trying,” \he said, “to se
it to the Philadelphla Housing A
thority for a slum clearance apar
ment preject. The! plot contail
about 92,000 square feet, and if »
can effect the sale
money to buy cheaper ground som:
where in the suburbs, move the p
mains, and mark each grave with
bronze plaque. With{the remaind:
of the money we wil] set up an e
dowment fund for njaintenance.”
In the meantime,| Karl Boese)
hofer and his wife, Ida, the caretal
ers, do what they cai to keep up tt
appearance of the pjot. For years

|
|

Scotland.
His{esire wis to create a “home’
for the\dead,” with honh-sectarian
| ourials. main avenue was laid
| >ut from the entrance gate on Bain-
| »idge (th4n Shippen) st. to Fitz-
| vater, complete with gravel walks,
| lowers and \shrubs.
! Time has Yone much to -dispec}
| he original plans. Many of the ol 3
!' ltones are broken at the base, and in has peen a losing ba t‘,le' "
ome cases mohuments have been [, Mrs. Boesenhoferfhas lived in tt
' mashed by hoo§lums. Rubbish and [little gatehouse oy Bainbridge s
in cans are throvn over the fences, |Since she was eighl years old. He
nd the trees ahd shrubs are fast|father, William Henry Meredit
isappearing, ° was caretaker thep. Three of he
i six children were born there, —._
| Tames Almost O “The last burialf here,” she sal
‘“were in 1918, I believe. There we;

literated

:--t word. g

~ |of the lot holders died long ago,

remains of @
i ¢ Imost obliterated
re such names ag (General William'
fIrvine, of Revolutiqnary fame; Com-
modore Charles Stewart, comman-
lder of OId Ironside}, and such stal-
warts of the early Stage as Corne-,
lia Frances Jefferson, mother of the
famous Joseph Jefferson, and Sam-
uel H. Chapman, actor, playwright
and manager of the Walnut Street
Theater. ]

Hare, too, lie ten other soldiers
and officers of the Revolution, in-
cluding John Stowers, who crossed
at Trenton with Washington, and
150 veferans of the Civil War.

The Philadelphia Cemetery Co.,
incorporated in 1833, to manage the
burial ground, still . exists . with
George C. C. Stout, real estate deal-
er, as president. He explains:

“There is little we can do. Most

six people laid awlay, all victims ¢
the influenza epidemic.

Cans arnid Bottles ;

The paths lead} between chippe
marble lot marksgrs to the fast di
one of Captai
Abraham Parsong, who died Augu
26, 1822, “An offiger during the e
tire American Hevolution of. 177
part of which hejwas held a prisor
er of war”

Dog and Cat Butials

Karl, oldest sbn of the Boeser
hofers, explain that the monu
ments were often) smashed by neigh
borhood boys who believed stairs le
down to the vaylts, some of whic
contain as many|as 25 bodies, Ther
are no stairs underneath. Fac
vault entrance, four feet down, i
reached only by digging.

. Karl also said t Ele last burials wer
not in 1918 but only a few years agc
He explained: @ o
“We had a dog named Blackie
who was hit by a truck outside, W
put him in a box and buried him a

and only about 100 remain to pay
their alletments of $1 a year. That,
with earnings from endowments,
gives us $200 annually for upkeep.”

Stum Clearance Project . |the foot of the stone of John Hardy
He said a plan hids been formu-|who died in 1869. We also burier
lated to sell the cemétery and use our cathere” - -
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Identifying anyone buried at Ronaldson's Cemetery would add
to the criterion requiring the resource s''character, interest or
value' elements. The "Plan" and a Directory lists all decedants;
newspapers highlighted the notable figures from the theatre, such
as the Jefferson family who resided in the City, but had been actors
working all over the country. A calculated "150 Civil War" veterans
also were in Ronaldson' slsbut there were those who served in the
Revolutionary War of all ranks and War of 1812 patriots, too. A
news clip mentioning that Gloria Dei Episcopal Church's cemetery
would receive some of these heroegjaas followed by a perosnal visit
more than ten years ago to see the site. (The cemetery is managed
as part of Independence National Historical Park and "Ronaldson's
Cemetery" is marked in this designated area. See next page.)

My visit to Forest Hills Cemetery to see its "Ronaldson" area
noted three other identified deceased supposedly at that site

Revolutionary War veterans Philip Stimmel, a Master Sergeant, and
Major John Polhemus, who had a much smaller marker than his wife,
Susannah Hart, whose new stone indicated some descendants may have
wanted them honored (and noting that Susannah's father, John Hart
was a "Signer of the Declaration of Independence."”) Of course, this
area bears an approximate 9 foot high obelisk with "James Ronaldson"
appropriately; his brother, Richard's name is etched on another side
on an otherwise blank stone. It is difficult to reconcile how the
remains of 900 graves, or "13,500" individuals fit into a circular
lot with a 50 foot diameter.

James Ronaldson (1768-1841) had devised a popular cemetery
site, according to the 1884 History of Philadelphia. It is a fact
that this cemetery was closest to Pennsylvania Hospital, the morgue
for the City at that time. Jefferson College was also nearby, and

with classes in pathology and anatomy, and "resurrectionists" will-
%g "Evenlng Bulletin," March 21, 1950,

" April 9, 1951. This would be the second "Ronald-
‘son's in existence now, after Forest Hills.




Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’)
Episcopal Church

Columbus Boulevard & Christian
Strest

Philadelphia, PA 19147-4332

Vaice:  215-389-1513
Fax: 215-389-7817

www.old-swedes.org
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May 23, 2008

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
1234 South Sheridan St.
Philadelphia, PA 19147-4820

Re: Re-interred Revolutionary War Heroes from Ronaldson’s Cemeter
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes”) Church, Philadelphia, PA.

Dear Celeste,

It was a pleasure speaking with you via telephone and actually meeting
you in petson last Saturday.

I know you’ve taken 2 photo of the monument in our Churchyard

Cemetery and please, feel free to come back and take more photograp
to support your application for an historic marker.

The inscription on the monument reads:

“The Pennsylvania Chapter National Society of the Daughters of
Founders and Patriots of Ametica prepared this lot and here re-set the
tombstones of Revolutionary officers brought from Ronaldson’s

Cemetery, thereby saving the same from destruction and oblivion.”

Brigadier General William Irvine Col. Robert Rae
Capt. Abraham Parsons Major James Moore
Capt. Michael Hopkins Capt. James Peale
Capt. Thomas Taylot Capt. James Moore

Unveiled May 1952

A member of our History Committee is researching our records to ch
on Capt. Wm. Mc Fadden, Capt. John Barber, Capt. John Stowers am
Commodore Charles Stewart, As soon as I get this information, I wil
happy to send it along to you.

If we can be of further help, please let me know. Good luck in yout «
for the historic marker.

ot
Cathy Utheil'— M

Best regards,

For Gloria Dei (Old Swed¢s’)/Church
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ing to exhume corpses for medical students at that time, Ronald-

son's escaped any rumors of "body-snatching" or any lack of secu-
rity for those who were buried there without any family or friend.
There were no anecdotal stories whether there was any association
with Pennsylvania Hospital or Jefferson, as with the mention of a
"lady" who became the Cemetery's first interment, while a patient

of the infamous "Dr. Physick."20 In all, Ronaldson's Cemetery had

no detractors, but praise during the 19th century.

By the 20th century, just a few years after Spanish Flu vic-
tims were buried in Ronaldson's, its popularity veered in a negative
direction. (Refer to Appendix I's newspaper items from the 1920s.)

A Scottish emigre, Ronaldson appeared beloved and respected in
contemporary and later 19th century publications. At his Cemetery
he was said to have paid for plots for his fellow Scotsmen who were
less fortunate than he, a businessman, philanthropist, first presi-
dent of the Franklin Institute, friend of President Andrew .Tackson
and Philadelphia's elite, The cemetery held a plot for the "Phi-

ladelphia Typographical Society" referring to his and Archibald
Binney's first typesetting blocks which are now at Columbia Univer-
sity--the font includes what was then, the new "$" sign. His char-
ity included aiding the poor at the Southwark Soup Kitchen which

he founded and the Thistle Society. He had also suggested using
sugar beets instead of cane--he was boundless, curious and engaging
to have brought onto his Cemetery venture very influential Philadel-
phians such as James Peale, Robert M. Patterson, Robert Vaux and
Joseph Parker Norris, among other:officers and managers?l On re-
ligion, Ronaldson was said to have been briefly associated with

the 0ld Pine Street Presbyterian Church with its large Scottish

20scharf and Westcott, op.cit., p. 620i, She had died in "a hospital"
not named, but it put the Cemetery open on "June 2, 1827."

21Appendix IT holds many 19th and 20th century sources on Ronaldson.
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congregational base, Some of Ronaldson's letters are Preserved
at the American Philosophical Society; he is not only remembered
for his accomplishments, but today, there are two{2) "Ronaldson's
Cemetery" sites, maintaining interest.

Indirectly, however, Ronaldson's legacy is yet unrevealed:
whatever is still under Palumbo Playground's field that maintains
the historical value of artifacts which may have historical signifi-
cance-~the probability is there.

The former Ronaldson's Cemetery...

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important
in pre-history or history.

Of the interments from 1827 to 1918, what has already been
ytelded are those remains from the 1950 excavation, especially the
veterans claimed for the Gloria Dei Episcopal Church Cemetery.

What Ronaldson's Cemetery "may be likely to yield" is addressed
in narratives on: 1) the "Quantitative Considerations" implying
how much of the '"13,500" deceased remained and not reburied in the
circular plot at Forest Hills Cemetery in 1950; and, presuming there
might be a vast amount of recoverable remains and artifacts...

2) What the ground would yield based upon the

1827 to 1918 span, the different kinds of burial customs, the wide
sampling of decedants and the famliies in the deep vaults and the
advancements in medicine, hygiene, embalming practices and prefer-
ences in the material goods placed in caskets. Of concern would be
whether lead paint, lye and other contaminants affected the soil here.

It was not recorded why only these individuals were chosen by the
Gloria Déi rector who %ad not verified if these men were of that
congregation or of the Episcopalian faith. Refer to news articles
on page 20 and letter with photo, page 17,



Exhumations and reinter-
nments of deceased to
prepare land for a play-
"Palumbo Playground"
honored local restauranteu
and philanthropist Frank

ground,

Palumbo, Sr. whose rest-
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QUANTITATIVE CONSIDERATIONS:

The black circle in the northeast corner of the Ronaldson's
Cemetery lot is a scale measure of the site at Forest Hills Ceme-

tery where in 1950, the City transported the exhumed remains of
"13,500" bodies. Or, what had been in 900 graves.,

There are many reasons to explain how a burial ground of the
dimensions of Ronaldson's (307' X 307.18") holding a fully occu-
pied site could find a satisfactory interment within a c@rcle of
50 feet in diameter at Forest Hills: that only a certain layer
(stratum) of Ronaldson's was excavated to accommodate the land
purchased by the City for the reburials; or, that a greater quan-
tity of the Ronaldson's subterranean strata was left untouched so
that the City would not need to purchase extra soil to fill in the
vacated grave pits. It is more economical not to have excavated
each grave--many which were stacked--and just level out the surface,
If the City did this, the archaeological advantages to what "may
likely to yield information important in...history" are here.
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WHAT THE FORMER RONALDSON'S CEMETERY WOULD YIELD:

Dr. Stewart's report benefitted anthropological study with
the skeletal remains, and of course, Ronaldson's Cemetery holds
a potential bonanza of diversity in social status and economic
class within the burials. These remains would produce artifacts
bearing the characteristics of the individuals and their lifestyles.
Unlike the Roman Catholic remains of limited sampling at the Wash-
ington Avenue project, the lack of religious strictures at Ronald-
son's could be reflected within each casket where the burial posi-
tions and "grave goods'" placed with the deceased would have varied
from the 1827 to 1918 period. From the Plan, there are a remarkable
number of single individuals resting here without familial associa-
tions to dictate how the deceased would be treated.

The chemical findings would be extensive, especially from each
material good whether hand-made or manufactured or imported. Glue,
paint, glass, paper, fabric-~all have historical value in how they
changed over nearly a century. As mentioned previously, lye, em-
balming fluid and other deodorizers used to counter the decomposi-
tion within the cramped area could be processed from the soil at
different levels., Besides the broad range offered below Palumbo
Playground's field,to explore in many areas of science, the lack
of regulations for this privately-run business allows for many his-
tories to be written on this type of cemetery versus those overseen
in religious communities, most especially, in Judaism.

The 1845 Account noted "5076" burials at Ronaldson's, or about
one-half of the estimated "13,500" later: this pre-Civil War period
is one of movement into the City and expansion more into the County
Districts and Townships for settlement and for commercé. This was
a very rich, yet underexplored time which deserves more attention.

Whoever was at Ronaldson's Cemetery then, could greatly contribute
to this void.
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It is more than probable that Ronaldson's Cemetery still
has a trove of uncovered artifacts at different depths below
Palumbo's field. The circular plot at Forest Hills Cemetery
cannot justify holding the remains of 900 burial sites within its
approximate 1,650 square feet of space from Ronaldson's nearly
90000 square foat area. Moreover, the time and labor to exhume
"13,500" separate burials--despite any condition--would not have
been cost effective for the City. Likewise, dumping fill into
each open plot would have been too expensive in hauling and in
the purchase of extra soil. (My family was in the business of
demolitiomn, hauling and paving for nearly fifty years--"shop talk"
was in every conversation.) The City's budget, plus no one caring
about the handling of the remains at Ronaldson's seemed to surmount
as well as determine how Ronaldson's would be left to convert to
the playground which the community had requested for decades.

This site is very significant in the City's history, as the
19th century documentation proved. More recent inquiries into
Philadelphia's different types of cemeteries has Ronaldson's Ce-
metery again gaining interest, this time, in academic scholarship.
James Ronaldson today has two cemeteries as his legacy, in addition
to what had been attributed to him while president at the Franklin
Institute. All of these facts, and what is attached in the Appen-
dices should be sufficient for historical designation under cri-
teria (a) and (i).

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA

September, 2021
(During COVID-19 limitations)
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APPENDIX 11

Copies of pages from sources cited herein.

(29 pages)
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HISTORY OF PHILADELPHIA.

relation to the places in which interments were
made. The church burying-grounds or the Potter’s
Field were the only places of interment. The famil-
ies of persons who did not belong to religions congre-
gations were at great Qisadvantage on the occasion of
their death, or if there was no difficulty ou this ac-
count the charges for opening the ground and per-
mitting the burial were heavy. Besides, there was no
property in a grave, and it became necessary in
course of time to dig new graves exactly where old
ones had been situate. These circumstances led to
the calling of a meeting at the “ New Market” Inn,
Pine Street near Second, kept by William Ogden,
about the 12th of July, 1826, “for the laudable pur-
pose of forming a mutual association, without any
exception or distinction on account of differences of
religious tenets, to economize the heavy ex pense at-
tending of sepulchral ground for an interment, and
to insure to every individual member a lot or piece
of ground of-equal size to him and to his heirs for-
ever to be reserved as a family cemetery, and the
possession of a burying-place after the example of
the patriarch Abraham.” - It was stated at this time
that the church-wardena of Christ Chureh and 8t,
James presented bills of twenty and thirty dollars
for opening graves, and would not allow a tombstone
to be put up until the money ‘was paid. These pro-
ceedings culminated in the formation, at a meeting
held at Lambert Keating’s, Sixth and Chestnu tStreets,
on the 17th of August, of the Mutual Burying-Ground
Society of the City and County of Philadelphia, The
members purchased a piece of ground on the south side
of Prime Street [or Washington Avenue], east of the
line of Tenth Street, and in a few days the price of alot
in Mutual Cemetery, of the dimensions of eight feet'
by ten feet, was announced to be ten dollars. In the
succeeding year the Union Burying-Ground was.

formed in Southwark. A large lot of ground was.
purchased on the line of Sixth Street, extending T:

down to Federal Street. The price of lots was fixed
at ten dollars, The Machpelsh was formed about
1827, and purchased ground on the north side of
Prime Street [ Washington Avenue], extending from
Tenth to Eleventh Street. About the same time the
Philanthropic Cemetery was established on Passyunk
Avenue, below the county prison. All these were

upon the mutual and associate nlan,

Abont the period that the Mutual Cemetery Com-
pany was established, James Ronaldson, who was the
owner of a lot of ground bounded by Shippen, Fitz-
water, Ninth, and Tenth Streets, determined to lay
out the eastern portion of the ground, nearly the
whole of it, for the purposes of a cemetery. He opened
main walks and intersecting small walks. The plots
between were divided into burying lots, ten feet north
and soath and eight feet east and west, On the 2d
of April, 1827, Mr. Ronaldson conveyed the ground
to Joseph Parker Norris, Roberts Vaux, Robert M.
Palterson, and Joseph Watson, in trust, $o permit the

(W)A - T SR« diESrosTT

s2id James Ronaldson and his heirs “ to use and ge-
cupy the 2aid several small lots or subdivisions only
as burial-places for the interment of deceased human
beings other than people of color.” Thers was also a
provisicn to permit Roualdson te build on both sides
of the gate, or carriage-way, on, Shippen Street, suit-
able houses for the keeper, etc. O the 8th of -April,
1883, the Legislature incorporated the lot-holders ag
the mﬂ%@%@&m@= in the township %.
of Moyamensing. Jr. Ronaldson displayed * great _
taste in the establishment of this ground and in the
“manuer of laying it out. It was for some years con-
_Sidered the finest cemetery in the county, and was a
.popular place of burial. The projector said, in rela-
tion to his original plan, that he wanted to erect
within the inclosure of the Philadelphia Cemetery a
dwelling-house for the keeper, or grave-digger, on one
side of the gate, and on the other side 2 house uniform
with the grave.digger’s, this house to bave a room
provided with a stove, couch, ete,, into which peraons
dying suddenly might be laid and the string of a bell
put into their hand, so that if there should be any
mobion of returning life the alarm-bell might be rong,
the keeper roused, and medical help procered. The
first interment at Ronaldson’s Cemeteiy took place
June 2, 1827, of the body of a lady who had died iu
8 hospital under Dr. Physi
v The centre house at Centre Square was torn dewn
out the beginning of the year 1527. The ordinance/
to\open streets through the square was presented i
May of the preceding year, but the measure was fiot
lished for.se r——— 3

e 24th of November, 1827, punua}tf; 2 call

7/

spapers signed by James Mease, N. Chap-
man, Geolge Pepper, John Vauphan , Reuben Haines,
Joseph Hopkinson, Charles Chauncey, Horace Bin-
ney, and Mathew Carey, a meeting waé held at the
Franklin Insti

e —
4y aETSY TOA8 SFA:

1 ; : use secretary. it
was resolved © thabit eatablish a Hoe-
Sicultural Society i hiladelphia for the
promotion of that interesting’and highly importznk
braneh of science, an constitution be framed
for that purpose” A mittee, consisting of D,
Maupay, D. Landreth, J&\ T. Hibberd, T. Landreth,
Jobo MecArran, and
deners and florists,

organized as sogd as fifty membors could be secured,
This work did fiot require much time. On the 21st of

December thé Pennsylvania Hortichltural Saciaty was
founded, yith = spers, T

was not Wntil the 2d of June of the s cceeding year
that the first regular alection was beld,
chosen president ; Dr, James Measg, Mathew
Carg¥, D. Landreth, Jr., Dr. N, Chipman, v e-presi-
deyts; William Davidson, treasurer ; Samuel
ftresponding secretary ; David 8. Brown, reco
¢eretary ; George Pepper, Nicholas Biddle, Tho

P s B ol T T I~

R - -]



BURYING-GROUNDS

for a burial place for all strangers, megroes, and
mulattoes as died in any part of Grermantown, for-
ever.”

Potter's Field, Moyamensing.—The district of
Moyamensing was chartered by act of 24th of March,
1812, Under this suthority the commissioners some
time afterward  established their public burying-
ground upon a lot on the north side of Tidmarsh
Street, between Eleventh and Twelfth.

Hart's Lane Burying-Ground was appropriated as
a Potter's Field in 1855, and is bounded by Lehigh
Avenue, Twentieth Street, and Hart’s Lane. Up to
1883 it was still in use for burial purposes.

The Morgue,—The first place brought into service
for the deposit of unknown or unclaimed bodies, was
the Green House ab the Potter’s Field, on Lombard
Street, between Ninth and Tenth, and in 1870 the
Morgue was built on the north side of Noble Street,
east of Front. .

Cemeteries.—As distingnished from the burial-
places in churchyards, the first cemetery in Phila-
delphia was that established in 1826 by the Mutual
Burying-Ground Association, which bought ground
on_ “the south “side_of Prime Street [ Washington
Avenue], east of Tenth. It was followed by the

Philadelphia, Passyunk road between Twentieth and

Twenty-second Streets, and by the Union Burial-

Ground Society, which in 1341 was regularly incor-

porated. A lot was purchased on the east line of

Sizth Street, which has been extended from Wash-

ington Avenue to Tederal Street, and half-way to

Fifth Street.

Machpelah Cemetery dates back to about 1827,
and is owned by the Machpelah Cemetery Bociety,
which bought ground on the north side of Prime
Street, at Tenth Street. The Philanthropie Ceme-
tery, on Pasayunk road, was also established about
1827, and was followed ip the next year by Lafayette
Cemetery, covering the block between Ninth and
Tenth, and Federal and Wharton Streets. Philadel-
phia_or Ronaldson’s Cemetery was projected by
James Ronaldson in 1826, and founded a year or o
subsequently on the ground bounded by Tenth, Ship-
pen, Ninth, and Fitzwater Streets, He spent money
liberally upon it, and for many years it was the model

~burying-place of the city.

=T aurel Hill Cemetery, unsurpassed in its beauties
of location and adoroment, was planned in 1835 by
gome gentlemen, principal among whom were Fred-
erick Brown, Benjamin W. Richards, and John Jay
Smith. They purchased, in Febrary, 1836, the
country-seat of Joseph Sims, on the east bank of
the Schuylkill, and called “ Laurel,” which then
became Laurel Hill Cemetery, and in later yeara
North Laarel Hill. The Laurel Hill Cemetery Com-
pany was incorporated Feb. 9, 1847, and the first
interment was made a few months later. It was that
of Mrs, Mary Carlisle, who bad visited the grounds a
fow weeks before her death and selected for her grave
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a spot under a group of pines néar the centre of the
inclosure, Laurel Hill at once became the chief
cemetery of the city, because of its rural charms, ita
picturesque variety of hill and dale, its noble trees,
and its splendid architectural adornment, Oneof the
first pieces of decoration selected by the managers
was the exceedingly. appropriate group executed in
red sandstone by James Thom, a Scotch sculptor,
representing ¢ Old Mortality” with his pony, and
in conversation with Sir Walter Scott, the author of
that famous character in fiction. In course of time
other art-creations were added, and the owners of
mapy lots erected in them the costly and superb
tombs and monuments that now everywhere dot the
qurface of this beautiful city of the dead. Within a
short time after its opening it was found necessary to
enlarge Laurel Hill. An extension northward was
not possible, as the ground fell off sharply, and the
Reading Railroad ran below. Immediztely adjoining,
on the south, was situate Fairy Hill, the zeatof the
Pepper family, but it was not to be bought when the
cemetery company would have been glad to acquire
ownership. As a matter of necessity, the managers
were compelled to purchase somewhere else, and 2
negotiation was entered into for the estate, formerly
Harleigh, on the Ridge road, adjoining Fairy Hill
on the north and Strasberry Mansion on the south.
This was bought some time befors 1859, and opened
as South Laurel Hill. Tn course of time the Fairy Hill
property came into the rarket, and was purchased
by the Laurel Hill Cemetery Company, and thus the
gorth and south sections were united, while to the
newly-acquired property was given the name of
Central Laurel Hill.

Monunment Cemetery, situated on the west side
of Broad Street, between Montgomery Avenug and
Diamond Street, was aid out in 1836-37, by Dr. John
A. Elkinton, who was owner of the property, under
the title of Pére La Chaise. The lot-holders were in-
corporated March 19, 1838, as the Monument Ceme-
tery Company of Philadelphia. . '

Woodlands Cemetery was previously the country-
geat of William Hamilton, lyiug southeast of the
Darby road, or what is now Woodland Avenue. It
was purchased by a number of citizens, who, on April
183, 1840, were incorporated as the Woodlands Ceme-
tery Company of Philadelphia. This cemetery occu-
pies an admirable site, commanding views of the
course of the Sehuylkill and the city, and embraces
numerous monuments that are marked by a high
gtandard of artistic design and execution.

Franklin Cemetery.—In 1840 Mrs. Catharine R.
Livingston, of the township of the Northern Liber-
ties, proposed to coovey to Rev, George Boyd and
John W.Kester a lot of ground containing about
seven acres, situate mear the two-mile stone on the
Frankford road, for the purposes of 2 rural ceme-
tery. On the 29th of May, 1840, the association was
incorporated as the Franklin Cemetery Compsany.
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PHILADELPHIA, AND PENNSYLVANIA,

IN THE OLDEN TIME;

BEING A COLLECTION OF

MEMOIRS, ANECDOTES, AND INCIDENTS

OF THE

CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS,

AND OF THE

EARLIEST SETTLEMENTS OF THE INLAND PART OF PENNSYLVANIA:

CHTFWDED T PRESERVE THE RECOLLECTIONS OF OLDEN TIME, AND TO EXHIBIT SOCIETY
IN ITS CHABGES OF MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, AWD THE CITY AND COUNTRY
IN THEIR LOCAL CHANGES AND TMPROYEMENTS,

By JOHN F. WATSON, )

MEMDER OF THE HISTORICAL SOCLETIES OF PENNSYLVANIA, NEW VORK, AND MASSACHUSETTS
ENLARGED, WITH MANY REVISIONS AND ADDITIONS, GY
WILLIS P.HAZARD.

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED,

IN THREE VOLUMES,

VOL. III,

“Oht dear Is a tale of the olden time "™
Sequari vestigia rerum.

“Where peep'd the hut, the palace towers;
Where skimim'd the bark, the war-ship lowers:

Joy gaily carols where was sitence rude,
And cultured thousands throng the solitude."

PHILADELPHIA:
EDWIN S STUART,
¢ SOUTH NINTH STREET.
18gr,




Cemeteries, 137

ciated together and bought lots for the purpose. The Friends
were an exception to the first plan, as their burial-lots at first
were always separate from their meeting-houses ; as, for instance,
the lot at the corner of Fourth and Arch streets, which had
nearly ceased being a receptacle of their dead, or more than a
century after it was started, before the meeting-house was built
there. The first burial in this lot was that of T. Lloyd’s wife,
in 1683 ; William Penn spoke at her grave. For many years
this was a general burying-ground, strangers and the friendless
finding here a resting-place,

In 1825 a number of persons united under the name of the
Mutual Asseciation and bought ground on Washington (formerly £4]
Prime) strect, between Ninth and Tenth streets, In the two
following years four other companies adopted the association
principle—theé Machpelah, Washington avenue from Tenth to
Eleventh; the Philanthropic, Passyunk avenue below Cross
street; the Union, South Sixth, from Washington avenue to
Federal street ; the La Fayette, from Ninth to Tenth and from
federal to Wharton street.— - T -
In 1827, James Ronaldson, a Scotchman and an eminent type- ?
founder, improved the plan by starting a cemctery Ninth and |
Tenth streets from Bainbridge to Fitzwater, which should make
the burial-place attractive by trees, shrubbery, handsome _orna-
mental tombstones, walks, ete. Though he niet with opposition
from the sanctimonious and those opposed to new ideas, it was in
keeping with the feeling of the times, and was successful. He
commenced prepuring the lot in the fall of 1826, and the first X
interment took place June 2d, 1827, of a lac y who died in the
hospital under Dr. Physick. Many tombstones in the ground
bear dates of 1828 and 1829. Before Mr. Ronaldson made it
into a cemetery it was a celebrated skating-lot in the winter
season. At the corner of Tenth and South streets was the old
Lebanon Garden, where a barbecue in honor of Gen, Jackson
“__took place. (See p. 402 of this volume,

The next cemetery that was established was that of Laurel '
Hill, onthe banks of the Schi

wikill, extending to Ridge avenue

e —— -

s 2

and from Huntingdon street to Allegheny avenue, snd now acces- i
sible by cars or steamboat. It is now known as North, Central, 17
and South Laurel Hil, as it was purchased at three separate times &
as the demand inereased for more space, -
In 1835 the topic of non-sectarian cemeteries had been brought 5
before the public by th& Toundation near Boston of the first burial- ! ‘

place on an extensive scale, Judge Story’s beautiful address had
been printed, exciting general interest in a greatly neglected topic
of civilization. Very soon after this well-considered and ex.
haustive oration had been published the attention of one of our -
prominent citizens (John Jay Smith) was called to the subject by I
the loss of a favorite young daughter. Little other preparation
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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF .PHILADELPHIA - 1051

. RONALDSON CEMETERY-AF the southwest corner of Ninth and
Bainbridge Streets. .Founded in 1827 by James Ronaldson (1768-1841), a native
of Scotland, who, having visited Philadelphia in 1791, returned in 1794 to settle
bere. In 1796, together with Andrew Binney, he established here the first
ermanent type foundry in the United States, Type bad been cast here before,

* but by printers, usually for their own use, In 1806, the firm purchased the
typefounding materials and tools which Franklin had sent here from France.
The firm later established a china manufactory.——See CHiNA AND Porciramn
Manuracrure. - Ronaldson established the first soup kitchen, in Southwark

__ (1805); was a founder of the Scots Thistle Society, and first president of the
&' Franklin Institute. He operated cotton mills on Ridley Creek (1823).  He was
& 2 member of the St Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia, and at one. time. its vice.
. president. Ronaldson owned. the block from Ninth to Tenth Streets, and from

= Shippen (Bainbridge) Street to- Fitzwaterr'Thg—eastehr:m_d-]arge'rpart'of"tbi's_

& property he designated for a_burial ground. He organized it in 1826 as the -
Philadelphia Cemetery, and in 1827 turned the E)'r_operty over to trustees, .- The

“ . first interment was made June 2, 1827. In 1833, the lot-holders were incorporated
as the Philadelphia Cemetery Company. ” Since Ronaldson's death it has generally

& received his name. His design contained one interesting feature.. This was a

= building beside the gateway where bodies of persons who hud died suddenly
B could be laid for a time to prevent premature burial. In such cases one end of a

i rope attached to a bell was pliced in the hands of the corpse so that if he revived
b he might give the alarm. : . "o

_ RONALDSON'S ROW—West side of Ninth Street, from South to Bain-

_F'_ 3 bridge, was so named after James Ronaldson, who erected the attractive dwellings,

= with their high marble steps, in 1828, on the property upon which his foundry
& had been situated. He was ' retired typefounder, and had suggested the laying

: out of Ronaldson Cemetery at‘__: 1? inth and Bainbridge.—See RonaLpsoy Cemerery.

ROOSEVELT BOULEVARD—Eight miles long and 300 feet wide. Starts
3 at Broad Street, north of Hunting Park Avenue, and has its terminus in Penny-
pack Park, on Pennypack Creek. Was in course of construction for fifteen years,
In 1911, it was opened for traffic for about seven miles, and had cost up to that
time $1,622,286. In November, 1918, the last section.of the Boulevard was comi-
pleted.. Originally, it was designated as Northeast Boulevard, but after the
death of President Theodore Roosevelt, in 1919, his name was given it by City
Ordinance,

. ROPE FERRY—See Framums

ROPE-WALKS—Being one of the f:rincipal ports of entry in the Colonial
period, and one of the important ship-buildi g centers, Philadelphia quite early
had its rope manufacturers, In those times, and until very recently, ropes were




SUMMARY OF
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SALVAGE OF BURIALS
WASHINGTON AVENUE, PHILADELPHIA

R. Michael Stewart
Department of Anthropology
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA 19122

June 2005

ABSTRACT

On February 6 and 7, 2002, 16 coffins and portions of two additional coffins were observed in a
construction trench situated in the 700 block of Washington Avenue between Passyunk Avenue
and 8" Street in Philadelphia. Sixteen of these burials subsequently were removed by
archaeologists from Temple University in conjunction with various volunteers and staff of the
Laurel Hill Cemetery. Time constraints prevented the excavation of the grave shafts and removal
of the burials using standard archaeological techniques. The burials are probably associated with
the Bishop’s Ground, a Catholic cemetery first opened in 1824. A variety of data indicate that
none of the bunals were mterred after the Civil War era. ‘En-coffined burials occurred singly and
stacked in single grave shafis, with the heads of all coffins oriented to the west. The human
remains represent children and aduits of both sexes. When multipte burials were encountered in a
single grave shaft, children always seemed to be positioned lower in the stack of coffins than
adults, Few material objects were recovered from any of the coffins. Notable exceptions include:
remnants of silk ribbon associated with a few child burials; a thin, yellow metal (gold?) wedding
band and folded woolen “shaw!” or blanket from the burial of an adult female, bone buttons from
the burial of an adult male, and fragments of a white clay pipestem from a grave shaft containing
multiple coffins. Ornamental white metal strapping was also associated with a number of the
coffins. The hexagonal, flat topped, and occasionally arched top style of the coffins, burial style,
artifacts, and historic background research suggest that the burials were interred during the first
half of the 19* century. The physical anthropology of the human remains and the results of
historical research are the subjects of separate reports. Following the conclusion of their study at

the Laboratory of Anthropology at Temple University, the human remains were removed to the
Laurel Hill Cemetery pending reburial.




Coffin 7

First encountered at 6.1 feet below street level, the child sized, hexagonal coffin has an
arched lid. The arched lid was created through the combined use of some bent/formed wood in
addition to beveling the joins of the boards used in the lid. Similar construction is seen in Coffin 5.

Recognizable grave pit fill was associated with the coffin and after excavation was
screened. No artifacts were recovered from the pit fill. Upon fisll exposure in the field, the coffin
collapsed. Immediately beneath the coffin were linear impressions in the trench floor
perpendicular to the coffin’s long axis. This appears to be what was left of wooden spacers upon

which the coffin was laid, making it easier to remove the ropes used to lower the coffin into the
grave.

The human remains associated with Coffin 7 are those of a child of undetermined sex, 8-
16 months old (Crist 2005). Small amounts of hair are associated with the collapsed skull. Blue

staining is visible on the left lower leg (tibia/fibula). The arms were oriented along the side of the
body.

Ribbon-like fragments of silk fabric were found distributed over portions of the body.
Fragments associated with the skull may have been part of some type of bonnet. Three, five-
pointed stars were created by tying together similar ribbons (Figure 3). These stars were
positioned on the body just below the skull. The body itself appears to have been laid on a bed of
wood shavings which may have been the stuffing of some type of mattress or coffin padding,
although no related fabric was visible. In conversations with historical archaeologists, it was
suggested that the use of wood shavings in a coffin may have served a variety of purposes. If the
wood were of an aromatic type, the shavings would have mitigated the smell of the decomposing
corpse during the period of a wake and subsequent burial rituals or services. The shavings would
also serve to absorb fluids from the decomposing body, and prevent the body from moving around
inside of the coffin during transport. It was pot determined whether the wood shavings in Coffin 7
were the same type of wood as used to manufacture the coffin.

—

Coffin 9

This coffin was only partially revealed in the open construction trench. Portions of the
south wall of the trench had to be undercut in order to expose this child-sized coffin. The top of
the coffin was encountered at approximately 3.7 feet below surface. The coffin was damaged and
it seemed that pieces of it and associated human remains were missing. Subsequent laboratory
evaluation showed that only the lower limbs were present of this 2-3 year old child (Crist 2005).

The skeleton presented evidence of rickets, a vitamin D deficiency resulting in anterior curvature
of the femora and tibiae.

Portions of the coffin seemed to have been formed with bent or formed wood. Decorative
metal strapping was found within the coffin.



Coffins 13a, 13b

Very small portions of the edges of what are probably two distinctive coffins were
exposed on the eastern side of the trench - one along the northern wall of the trench, and one
along the southern wall of the trench. Exploring these further would have required substantially
undercutting the existing walls of the trench. Since the construction had not really disturbed them,

they were left in place (no human remains were observed or recovered). The tops of the coffins
were encountered from 5.0 to 5.5 feet below sutface.

Coffins 1 and 12

C1 was exposed and removed prior to the arrival of Temple archaeologists in the field.
Kelley’s field notes indicate that the burial had been damaged by the backhoe during the opening
of the trench. There is some discrepancy between what Kelley observed in the field and designated
as C1, and what was transported to Temple’s lab and labeled as C1. Kelley notes that there didn’t
appear to be a coffin associated with the human remains that she designated as C1, but en-
coffined remains labeled as C1 were delivered to the Temple laboratory.

There was sufficient sediment in the coffin delivered to the Temple lab to require
excavation to fully expose all skeletal elements, those of an adult male (Crist 2005). During the
excavation of the sediment in the coffin, seven buttons were recovered (Figure 4). The location of
four of these could be determined as follows: one on the left side of the body near the lumbar

vertebra; one on the right side near the lumbar vertebrae; and two in wood shavings in the bottom
of the coffin.

Janowitz and Miller evaluated the buttons and stated that it would not be unusuval to find
them in burials dating to the early 19* century. The single-holed buttons are made of bone and
were probably cut with a circular saw. Single-holed buttons were generally covered in cloth and
fastened to clothing with a metal eye that passed through the hole. Such buttons were generally

used on underwear and shirts. Of all of the burials examined, this is one of the few adults with
evidence of clothing,

C12 is located in what appears to be the same area where Kelley reported recovering C1.
The two coffins may have shared a common grave shaft. C12 is an adult sized coffin, only a
portion of which was able to be exposed within the confines of the construction trench. It was
encountered at 4.7 feet below the surface. It was not possible to fully expose the coffin and gently
remove the burial. As the day’s fieldwork was drawing to a close, staff of the Laurel Hill cemetery
broke into the side of the exposed and removed an undetermined amount of the human remains it
contained for reburial. These were not transported to Témple University for analysis.

Coffins 2 and 4

These hexagonal coffins appeared to be staked in a common grave shaft, the associated
remains each representing an adult female (Crist 2005). C2 is the uppermost of the burials in this
stack and was encountered at 4.5 feet below surface. The lid of the coffin was badly decayed.
During examination in the laboratory it was determined that at some point after the emplacement



of the burial, the coffin lid collapsed onto the human remains, and sediment gradually filled large
portions of the coffin. The underside of the coffin lid near the head of the burial bears deep
impressions of the teeth of the individual. Upon fuli exposure of the human remains it was seen
that one arm was crossed over the body while the other was laid straight along side of the body.

There was a thin layer {(0.15 foot) of sediment separating the base of C2 from the top of
C4, found at 5.2 feet below the existing surface. C4 is the best preserved of all of the coffins
observed and recovered. This aduli=sized, hexagonal coffin has a slighily arched lid as a result of
beveling the joins between the two boards that were used to construct the lid. Narrow-width
decorative white metal strapping runs the length of the coffin’s midline. Another length of this
material is oriented along the width of the coffin at the shoulder position. Together the metal
straps visually describe a cross. Metal screws were employed in attaching the coffin’s lid,
something that was not typical of the other coffins that were recovered during the project. Large
screws and nails were also employed in other portions of the coffin’s construction.

The coffin contained dark colored sediments, indicating that the it had been breached at
some point well before its recent exposure in the construction trench. These sediments were
thickest in the area of the skull and thinned below this area. The sediments continued the length of
the humerus at the body’s side and then ceased.

The arms of the adult female were oriented along the sides of the body (Figure 5). Hair is
preserved in the area of the head and groin. A thin plain band of what is apparently yellow gold
was on the ring finger of the left hand. The band appears to have been soldered in one place. A
folded length of fabric (blanket?) covered the body from the lower portions of the rib cage down
to the knees. The hands, but not the arms of the body, are res/ting on top of the fabric at the level
of the waist. Gary McGowan identified the material as woolen, with a looped, machine produced
weave. The use of this technique indicates that the fabric was produced after the 1820s.
Quantities of wood shavings were found beneath the body and between the legs.

Coffins C3, C5, and C6
These three coffins, all containing the remains of adults, were stacked in a common grave
pit with C3 being the uppermost and C6 the lowermost. A white substance, possibly lime or

plaster, covered the lid of C6, and may have been emplaced to make it easier to stack C5 on top
of the slightly beveled lid of C6. '

The hexagonal coffin of C3 was encountered at 4.75 feet below surface and contained the
remains of an adult male (Crist 2005). The head of the coffin was oriented to the west, as were
the rest of those observed and recovered during the project. The lid of the coffin had been
damaged by the backhoe used to open the construction trench,

The coffin contained sand, fill that was used to temporary close the trench prior to the
removal of the burials. When the coffin was opened and the interior excavated, there was the
visual impression that the body was a bit tall for the size of the coffin. The skeleton exhibited a



healed right tibial periostitis, an inflamation of the outer layer of the bone. This is the result of a
localized infection of unknown origin (Crist 2005). Hair was preserved on the skull. The arms
were arranged along the side of the body.

CS occurred at 6.1 feet below the surface, The hexagonal coffin contained the remains of
an adult female. The coffin lid was slightly arched. Some bent or formed wood is incorporated in
the construction of the coffin’s lid. The outside of the bottom right portion of the coffin was
covered with a white material (lime or plaster?) that was also found covering the lid of C6 below.

The arms of the skeleton were situated along the sides of the body with the hands resting
on the abdomen. Quantities of soft tissue are preserved in the area of the torso, abdomen, and
legs, and hair occurs in the area of the groin. The skeleton exhibited a wide pre-auricular sulcus,
which is evidence of at least one pregnancy (Crist 2005).

At the base of the common grave shaft (7.0 feet below surface) was C6, a hexagonal,
arched lid coffin containing the probable remains of an adult male (Crist 2005). Nine nails run up
the edge of one section of the coffin’s lid, spaced at intervals of 4-6 inches. The coffin was
beginning to collapse in the field.

Hair and what may be portions of scalp are preserved on the skuil. A bluish stain also
occurred on the skull. Pubic hair is also preserved. The arms are arranged along the side of the

body and some finger bones of each hand lay beneath the left and right femur. Wood shavings
were found below the head and shoulders.

Coffins C8, C10, C11, and C16 '

The four coffins were stacked in 2 common grave shaft with C8 at the top and C16 at the
bottom. Three adults and a child are represented in the burials. C8 rested on two wooden chocks
placed on the lid of coffin C10 in order to make it easier to stack C8 on the arched lid of coffin
C10. A mold-made clay pipe stem (Figure 6) was recovered during the screening of the fill from
the grave shaft at the level of C10. Its style is typical of the 19™ century but can’t be pinned down
to a specific decade. There is no conflict between the potential age range that can be associated
with the style of coffins recovered and the period of use of pipes similar to the one from the grave
shaft. Shell (oyster? clam?) was also in the pit fill at this level.

The remains of an adult female were found in C8, a hexagonal coffin found at 3.0 feet
below the surface. The south wall of the construction trench had to be undercut to fully expose
the coffin. C10, containing an adult female, was found at 4.2 feet below surface.

An adult male is associated with C11, encountered at 4.8 feet below surface. White metal
decorative strapping is on the coffin. There is considerable soft tissue and hair preserved in the
burial. The arms are oriented along the side of the body with the hands laying on the abdomen.
Large quantities of wood shavings and wood debris occurred beneath the lower legs and feet.
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C16, a child-sized coffin with arched lid was encountered at approximately 6 feet below
surface. Decorative white metal strapping crosses the width of the coffin at its shoulder and helps
to bind the two pieces of the coffin’s lid.

Coffins C14, C15, and C17

These coffins, alt containing very young children (Crist 2005), were stacked in a common
grave shaft with C14 at the top and C17 at the bottom. C14, found at 3.9 feet below surface, is a
hexagonal coffin with an arched lid containing the remains of a newborn. The interior of the
coffins lid had the Roman numerals XIII carved into it. Wood shavings and wood debris were
found throughout the base of the coffin.

The remains of an 8-16 months old child were found in C15, encountered immediately
beneath C14 at 4.5 feet below surface. I, too, is hexagonal in shape with an arched lid. Strips of
lace or other fabric were preserved on top of the skull and may be part of a bonnet or other head
covering. The skull had collapsed. Hair and what may be scalp are preserved in association. The

arms were positioned along the side of the body. Blue staining occurs on portions of the skull and
the tibia.

An 8-16 months old child is found in C17 at 5.6 feet betow sutface. C17 is another
hexagonal coffin with arched lid. Portions of the skull are stained blue. Cloth strips (lace?) are

associated with the skull and may be portions of a bonnet. Wood shavings and wood debis are o/
found through the base of the coffin. L bbﬂ'
' i ] y ";/' : / .. | ;!'_
Age of Interments M t{ A5 7 % ';)

The most precise thing that can be said about the age of the burials is that they are VA b ‘\L)\
probably interred no earlier than 1824 and later than the post Civil War era. The hexagonal shape /* @‘l
of the coffins conforms to the style of coffins during this period of history. Further, none of the

__ Washington Avenue burials seemed to have been subjected to embalming, a practice that only

became widely used during and after the Civil War, Historical research collated by Andy Waskie
suggests that the burials were once part of the Old St. Joseph’s Catholic Burial Ground also know
as “Bishop’s Ground”. The burial ground was officiglly opened in 1824 due to overcrowding at

other graveyards and the increased number of burials due to epidemics. The burials at Bishop’s
Ground were apparently moved to Holy Cross Cemetery during the early 20® century.

The woolen fabric or blanket from C4 could not have been produced prior to the 1820s.
The machine cut nails, screws, and clay pipe stem have manufacturing and use histories do not
contradict the assumptions made above.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Likely a part of the Catholic cemetery at the Bishop’s Ground dating from 1824, the
burials recovered along Washington Avenue were made before the time when embalming corpses
was habitual. In all cases, the heads of the coffins were oriented to the west, a relatively common

custom throughout historic times in the region and elsewhere. The alignment
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dertaken “the building of a new and entire city, inthe immediate rear ofthe ojd
one. He builds his houses of stone, in a very solid and costly manner, and has
marked out the area of a spacious square, in which are to be ornamentaj plant-
ings” In the midst of his subdivision, on a hill overlooking his cemetery, Hi)l
house set his own residence

Plantings further unified the cities of the living and the dead. Hillhouse ang
his fellow beautifiers planted elm trees along the main streets of New Haven,
a "great multitude of shade trees" that Dwight celebrated a5 a "species of orna-
ment in which the town is unrivaled” Visitor Algernon Sydney Roberts foung
the town a “delightful place .. truly a classic Spot—an elysiuml . . . each house
has a small yard or lawn in front ornamented with trees and shrubbery,” while
fellow Philadelphian Sidney George Fisher also commented on the gardeng
“adorned by shrubbery, and the wide streets lined & shaded by magnificent old
elms.” When Hiilhouse gave the land of his subdivision to the city, he retained
control over its plantings during his lifetime. And in the Newr Burying Ground
he planted the "alleys” or streets with Lorabardy poplars, a species then being
Introduced as street trees in many American cities »

These trees connoted refinement rather than nature in the romantic sense,
As a group of Philadelphia residents pointed out in a petition to the city coun-
cil, the planting of trees would show the world “the Character of Philadelphia
as to taste and magnificence.” Landscaping lay a veneer of gentility over the
articulated space of the commercia] city, its cemetery, and, by extension, its
inhabitants. Rather than positing culture-nature, city-suburb, or living-dead
dichotomies, Hillhouse and his systematizing colleagues imagined the city and
Its cemetery as complementary aspects of urban life unified by the cultivated,
artificial refinement of landscape plantings. The cemetery, separated and clags-
sified within itself, was in turn Incorporated into the articulated landscape of
the town, holding present and past generations in proper relationship, allow-
Ing appropriate commemoration while at the same time preventing the living
and the dead from intruding on one another 3

New Haven's New Burying Ground defined the reformed cemetery, but the
grid and privatization did not come to most Araerican cemeteries until the
18203, as the oldest cities outgrew their colonial graveyards and required new
ones. Like the New Burying Ground these reformed cemeteries were usually
founded as one of a number of projects of urban reordering by men who articu-
lated a systematic understanding of the city, men such as Philadelphia’s Jarnes
Ronaldson (1768-1841), who established the Philadelphiuat or Ronaldson'’s, Cerme-
‘Eery Just outside the city’s limits at Tenth and Shippen {now Bainbridge) streets
m-_TS'ZG—z?‘

Ronaldson was as deeply engaged in the political and economic life of Phila-
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ctension, its

delphia as Hillhouse was in New Haven's. A Scottish immigrant wha began his

¢ american career as a biscuit baker, Ronaldson and fellow Scot Andrew Binny
8 Jater established a type foundry that for a time also produced Queensware ce-
B ramics. By the 18205 he owned a cotton spinning and weaving mill as well. His

wealth and his lack of a family allowed him to be one of Philadelphia’s most

b energetic systematizers, He was a founder and first president of the Franklin
i Institute, contributed to the Pennsylvania Hospital, served as president of the

Louisville Canal Company, helped promote the Columbia Railroad, organized

8 philadelphia’s first soup kitchen, and took an interest in the city’s public school
' system®

Through these activities Ronaldson was able to indulge an obsessive and oc-
casionally overbearing passion for raticnalizing and organizing urban life at
every level. He published pamphlets about the effects of paper currency on the
economy, the kinds of goods merchants ought to import, and the disposition
of Stephen Girard’s legacy. No subject was beneath his attention or foreign to

~ the expertise he assumed. During the War of 1812 Ronaldson offered “hints”

to General Thomas Cadwalader about the best way to lay out and administer
his military encampment and reminded him to make sure his men used the
proper-sized ammunition in their guns, to keep them as healthy as possible,
and to serve them well-cooked food *

In the fall of 1826, Ronaldson began to prepare several adjacent parcels of
land, including a vacart lot that had been used as a skating rink, as a graveyard.

living-dead_‘ : B The first burial took place in June 1827. lt was Ronaldson’s proudest achievement,
the city and':i. - and he reputedly sited his row of houses to be near it, as Hillhouse had his man-
2 cuitivated, r'? @l sion. Ronaldson occupied the end building, from which he could lock out on his

ed and clas- i_ : '-';' | burial ground (see fig. 4.2}¥

andscape of -
ship, allow-

g the living

ery, but the
:3 until the
quired new

ere usually
who articu-
thia’s James
on’s, Ceme-
dge) streets

ife of Phila-

Ronaldson’s Philadelphia Cemetery was one of six private cemeteries estab-

lished south of the city in the years 1825-27, following a city ordinance forbid-
ding inner-city burials. Yet Ronaldson introduced several innovations that were
absent from the others—the Mutual Association, Machpelah, Philanthropic,
Union. and La Fayette n:gmeteries‘ Ronaldson's Cemetery was famous for ac-
cepting peaple with any or no religious affiliations and people, notably actors,
who were excluded from most churchyards on moral grounds. As a result, Ron-

aldson was opposed by people who believed that his burying ground infringed
the vested rights of the church or who were offended that it was unconsecrated.
Sorne clergymen refused o officiate there.’

Like the New Burying Ground or New Orleans'’s 5t. Louis cemeteries, the Phil-
adelphia Cemetery fostered ties between the living and dead generations. Ron-
aldson “hope(d] that [the cemetery] will contribute to cherish those tender feel-
ings that connect the living with their deceased friends.” His intended clients

GRIDDING THE GRAVEYARD
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hiladelphia,
at the Quak-

/E
/

: '-':' ers’ Western burying ground in the city. Like Joseph Bigelow before him, Smith
“assembled a group of interested men in November 1835 to discuss the creation of
B, rural cemetery. They purchased Joseph Sims's former estate, Laurel Hill, which

nad been used briefly as a Roman Catholic boys’ school and which was already

- Jandscaped. Williara Strickland {one of the original committee}, Thomas U. Wal-
"~ ter, and John Notman were asked to submit designs for a cemetery on the site.

Notman's design was chosen, although in many ways the design was a col-
laboration among Notman, the unsuccessful corpetitors, the surveyor Philip
M. Price, and Smith”

Laurel Hill was organized around a pair of irregularly looping drives ascend-
ing a hill from the entrance on Ridge Road. One rose tothe right (north), passing
the original Laurel Hill mansion and outbuildings, while the larger loop to the
left {south) enclosed a formal central roundabout and narrower curving paths.
Outside the area defined by the main roads, other curving paths gave access
to grave sites on the south and central portion of the tract, while north of the
house and its outbuildings the site was laid out as three rectilinear tracts inter-
secting at irregular angles.

Conternporary descriptions and views for general consumption celebrated
the “rural and romantic beauties” of the site. For example, the map Notman
drew for Smith’s guidebook to Laurel Hill emphasized the plantings over the
roadways and the geometry of the site {see plate 11}, The “General View of Laurel
Hill Cemetery” in the same guide is an oblique aerial panorama that stressesthe
Gothic-detailed wall and classical gate in the foreground (fig. 9.20). The sparse,
irregular cluraps of plantings open to reveal the presence of grave monuments,
while the topography is made to seem much more rugged than it is. The wild
character of the terrain resembles those in which Renaissance painters often
set portraits of holy recluses. The difference from the flat, gridded regularity of
Philadelphia was evident.

Smaith’s guidebook text took a much different tack from those of the map-
and viewmakers, however, He addressed the aesthetic qualities of the ceme-
tery, but more of his comments were intended to guide the decisions of prospec-
tlve monumertvers than to praise the works of nature or ot Notinan, The
cemetery s managers were “anxious to unite in carrying out the intention of
creating at Laurel Hill a toute ensemble, which shall evince that, with superior
facilities, there is growing Up an improved taste in menurental sculpture”s®

Smith’s primary concerns were the same as those of the burial-ground re-
formers of earlier decades. In fact, he acknowledged Ronaldson's Philadelphia

_Cemetery as Laurel Hill's direct Philadelphia ‘progenitor, for it “undoubtedly

prepared the public mind for the innovation on established uses.” Smith argued
that Laurel Hill represented a significant advance over Ronaldson’s work, but
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FIGURE 0.20.
General view
of Laurel Hill

Cemetery, 1844.

(The Library
Coropany of
Philadelphia}

CRTERAY, WIEW OF LAUREL MILL CEMETENY.

the nature of the advance is stxiking. He raade no reference to the difference in
sizes of the two burial places (Philadelphia Cemetery was slightly over 21 acres
whereas the original Laurel Hill tract was 32 acres, of which 20 were devoted

to the cemetery proper) or to the differing landscape styles of the two cemeter-
ies. Instead, the decisive advance for hirm was the greater security of Laurel Hill
with Tespect to the earlier cemetery, which had been surrounded by the city
and was nearly full: “The proprietors of Laurel Hill were first to emulate the risk
and expenditure, incidental to the establishment of a Cemnetery, ona scale com-
mensurate with the wants of so large a population, and removed beyond the
probable approach of active business, or private dwellings.” In addition to be-
ing distant from any possible urban encroachment (infact, Laurel Hill was sur-
rounded by industrial development within two decades), individual property

in the cemetery was carefully delineated and protected®
The cemetery’s by-laws detailed the managers’ strategies for guaranteeing

the security of property. “To protect the interests of each separate purchaser,”
the managers reserved the right “to prevent the erection of large improvements
which might interfere with the general effect, or obstruct any principal view."
Certain other practices, such as raising the level of the plot above the surround-
ing and planting or removing trees without permission, were forbidden in the
interests of the overall aesthetic effect of the landscape. To maintain the social
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The implications for burial practice were initially unclear. The public squares were already
closed to dead paupers, making their disposal more arduous or secretive. Technically, at least,
similar bans now also applied to the newer public lots on Lombard Street.’’ Asa result, a
friendless or penniless decedent would need to be hauled across the Schuylkill to the Upper or
Lower Burial Grounds, or out Ridge Avenue to the city lot at Francisville. Such a fate was as
ignominious as at it was inconvenient. The potter’s field, after all, was a place of last resort. But
what of those families who could afford something better? While the transition to industrial
capitalism dragged many artisans and laborers into poverty, others saved just enough of their
wages to escape the potter’s field. Traditionally, members of this latter group had bargained
with church sextons; (they came daily to Nicholas Collin). Now, though, their prospects were
dimmer. As the Second Great Awakening gained momentum, evangelicals increasingly joined
economy-minded social reformers in stressing moral and financial autonomy, Missionary efforts
mounted while monetary aid diminished. Churchmen like Collin, willing to negotiate on burial

costs, surely remained active in some quarters. On the whole, though, the “spiritualization of
poverty” tended to counteract churchyard leniency.”®

But diminishing access alone hardly explains what came next. Over the last few decades, the
sorts of people who approached Collin had come to share certain assumptions about the
deceased. Individualized commemoration, “hygienic distance,” the association of death with
repose - all of these cultural modes held increasing appeal for men and women who had
previously considered them out of reach or had never considered them at all.*® These were the
buyers of ready-made coffins, so shocking to refined observers. And yet refinement, or at least
respectability, was precisely what these buyers wanted. Churchyard burial was probably
compatible with their wishes. From all evidence, it was still what they preferred. But shrinking
availability combined with growing demand, democratic political impulses, and Philadelphia’s
history of religious and ethnic pluralism to bring forth a parallel structure. This transposed the
churchyard’s main benefits onto secular, market-based forms.

Philadelphia Cemetery seemed to epitomize this shift. Conceived by restless entrepreneur James
Ronaldson, this prim and tended landscape drew curious visitors and newspaper coverage from
the outset. People marveled at its attractive design, so suited to its benevolent mission. Yet the
Ariel’s vaunted subject emerged from a wider movement, If we wish to make sense of the site,
we must study its local context, for Ronaldson’s was only the politest version of an emerging
cemetery type.'® Between 1826 and 1834, five graveyards with distinctive traits appeared on

*7 Scharf and Westeott, 3: 2357.

% Dorsey, 76-81 (I have adapted Dorsey’s “spiritualizing poverty,” p. 76); Scharf and Westcott, 3: 2357.

* Sappol, 9, 17, 34-37; Upton, “Gridding the Graveyard,” 18.

' In emphasizing local context, I hope to reveal traits that might vanish in a broader survey of cemetery
development. Nonetheless, Philadelphia’s “mutual” cemeteries were part of a phenomenon that occurred elsewhere
in the Atlantic world. New Orleans was one such locale, as analyzed in Upton, “Urban Cemetery,” passim,
Britain’s “Dissenting” cemeteries are another relative, accompanied by some of the same populist language as their
Philadelphia counterparts, albeit for different reasons. See Julie Rugg, “The Origins and Progress of Cemetery
Establishment in Britain,” in Peter C. Jupp and Glennys Howarth, eds., The Changing Face of Death: Historical
Accounts of Death and Disposal (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1997), 107-112; Julie Rugg, “A New Burial Form
and Its Meanings: Cemetery Establishment in the First Half of the 19" Century,” in Grave Concerns, 45-48.
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typefounder soon convinced reformer Roberts Vaux and three other prominent citizens to serve
as trustees. Union Burial Ground took shape at Sixth and Prime Streets in the same era. A few

blocks down the road, the Machpelah Cemetery Society claimed land between Tenth and
Eleventh Streets in 1830 (Fig. 9).'%

Location may have served as an index of status among these institutions. Union, Mutual, and
Machpelah all clustered along Prime Street (now Washington Avenue) but Machpelah lay
furthest to the west. This site was among the least desirable. Although it overlooked Alexander
Parker’s boxwood-filled botanic garden, it also faced the Alms House Burial Ground on the
other side of Eleventh Street. Philadelphia Cemetery fell at the other end of the spectrum.
Situated on Shippen (now Bainbridge) Street between Ninth and Tenth, the grounds were three
blocks closer to the city’s core. The Lebanon Garden, with its popular tavern and grounds, lay

ngﬂhW(.E’[‘Of the main entrance. To the northeast rose Ronaldson’s Row, a block of prim,
marble-stepped town houses named for their developer and notable ocuupant

Newspapers played up Ronaldson’s association with his venture. Quoting his descriptions of the

grounds, they portrayed him as a self-made man who tended to the needs of fellow citizens. The
Ariel, for example, proclaimed:

Mr. Ronaldson is known as the first successful Type Founder in America, and a
gentleman of enlarged and patriotic views. He is a firm supporter of internal
improvements, and is an efficient member of the Franklin Institute — a society
whose liberal encouragement of American Manufactures has done much to
advance them to their present respectable standing."*’

Although it read like advertising copy (and may have been just that), this profile was reasonably
accurate. Ronaldson was a diligent baker-turned-businessman, the ex-partner of type pioneer
Archibald Binny, and successful enough to wear the label of “gentleman.” What tended to fall
out of such portraits was notable, too. Only rarely did journalists hint that Philadelphia

Cemetery was itself a kind of business.'*

1% philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of Deed of Trust. April 2, 1827, 5; Charter and By-Laws, of the Machpelah
Cemetery, 13; Scharf and Westcott, 1: 620; 3: 2359; Watson (1891 ed.}, 3: 137. Ronaldson’s Cemetery opened in
the spring of 1827, as indicated in “Philadelphia Cemetery,” National Gazette, 11 April 1827. While Philadelphia
was arguably America’s most important cadaver clearinghouse at this time, the peak in demand from anatomists was
felt also in Britain and provided a similar impetus to cemetery founding. See Rugg, “A New Burial Form,” 45-46,
48.

1*0 4 Plan of Philadelphia, or the Stranger’s Guide, map and pp. 240, 261, 269, 280; Gordon M. Marshall, III,
“James Ronaldson (1769-1841),” in Philadelphia: Three Centuries of American Art ([Philadelphia]: Philadelphia
Museum of Art, 1976), 238; Scharf and Westcott, 2: 944, 945; “Union Burial Ground,” Mechanics Free Press, 16
May 1829; “Burial Ground,” Saturday Bulletin, 1 October 1831, My thanks to Matthew Osborn for pointing out the
latter two sources.

* “Philadelphia Cemetery,” 14. Ronaldson was part of a segment of master crafismen whom Sean Wilentz has
labeled “craft entrepreneurs”; see his Chants Democratic, 36, and Bruce Laurie, Working People of Philadelphia,
1800-1850 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1980), 5. An earlier generation of historians tended to take the
democratizing rhetoric of this group at face value but were chided for doing so as early as the 1940s (see Dorfman,
passim). More recently, students of the Jacksonian era have taken self-identified “master mechanics” as members of
an emergent middle class (Blumin, 112-121, 133-137),

132 A notable exception probably overstated the case by lumping Mutual, Machpelah, and Ronaldson’s together and
claiming that “property of this kind yields and enormous income” (“Moyamensing,” Atkinson s Saturday Evening
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In visual and textual representation, R ’s Cemetery differed from its competitors more in
degree than in substance. The goal was to provide “a decent and respectable Cemetery or Burial
Place, with a view to moderate funeral expenses, and a hope that it will contribute to cherish those
tender feelings that connect the living with their deceased friends.”"*® This language was more
sentimental than that employed at Mutual or Machpelah, and it lacked the Enlightenment-inspired
emphasis on the brotherhood of man. The landscaping was more lavish, too. Lots still measured
8’ x 10,” and a central path still lent bilateral symmetry to the whole (Figs. 12-13). Now, though,
that passage was flanked by grass walks, making it more of an avenue. “Carriage gates”
terminated both ends, while other walks traced out the perimeter and divided linear blocks of
grave lots. In time, Ronaldson would invest in horticulture. Trees and shrubs arrived at the site,
along with “several thousand loads of earth.”'**

There were more eye-catching amenittes, too. Philadelphia Cemetery’s enclosure went beyond
the norm, combining a wall with an iron railing. If this feature did not proclaim bodily security
loudly enough, the message was amplified by two buildings at the main entrance (Figs. 14a and
14b). One served as the “Keeper’s House,” a post for a vigilant gravedigger. The other was
identified as the “House for Bier, etc., etc.” At a time when newspapers and gothic novels

played up the threat of Premature burial, this structure housed a parlor-cum-laboratory designed
to preclude such a fate.'*®

On the whole, though, it was details rather than theatrics that set Ronaldson’s scheme apart. For
one thing, only traces of the voluntary association model survived., The cemetery’s rules, written
into the original deed of trust, were called “articles,” but they neither rested on lot-holder
consensus nor amounted to a constitution. Mutual and Machpelah determined the locations of
their members’ lots by ballot. No such lottery system obtained at Ronaldson’s. Moreover, while
the former institutions limited member purchases to one or two lots, Ronaldson deliberately left
the door open to speculators, It was for these reasons, perhaps, that Philadelghia Cemetery’s
backers were called a “company” rather than a society in their 1833 charter."®

Post 13, n0. 633 (14 September 1833): 3, via APS Online. On Ronaldson’s biography, see Marshall, 238-239;
Simpson, 849.

"3 Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of Deed of Trust. April 2, 1827, 4.

% Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of the Deeds...and List of Lot-Holders, 1 and plan.

% These buildings appear on the plan accompanying Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of the Deeds...and List of Lot-
Holders: see Simpson, 849, for a description. A high-profile case of premature burial at nearby Union Cemetery
may have convinced Ronaldson to install his life-detection system or at least brought him more business; see
“Buried Alive,” Literary Register 1, no. 18 (6 October 1828): 274, via APS Online. In any case, Philadelphians
seem to have been particularly afraid of vivisepulture, perhaps because of actual or reported cases that occurred
during the yellow fever epidemic of 1793; (the theme crops up repeatedly in Brown’s Arthur Mervyn [pp. 133, 141,
144, 181]). Ronaldson’s Scottish roots raise the question of whether his life-detection chamber might have British
antecedents. The answer appears to be: no. “Asylums for doubtful life” began appearing in Germany in the 1790s
and inspired similar waiting mortuaries in Paris, Vienna, and, possibly, New York. Britain, however, failed to
produce parallel institutions. See George K. Behlmer, “Grave Doubts: Victorian Medicine, Moral Panic, and the
Signs of Death,” Journal of British Studies 42 (April 2003): 209-210; Jan Bondeson, Buried Alive: the Terrifying
History of Our Most Primal Fear (New York; W. W. Norton & Co., 2001), chap. 5.

'3 Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of the Deeds...and List of Lot-Holders, 8-15, 19-24; Preamble 10... the Mutual
Family Burial Ground Association, 10-12; Charter and By-Laws, of the Machpelah Cemetery, 7. There were, in
fact, important shades of difference here, with Mutual explicitly prohibiting profit-taking by members, employees,
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While all the new cemeteries implicitly defined themselves in contrast to the potter’s field, their
differences were equally telling. Mutual prohibited the interment of African-Americans but set
aside one-third of the grounds for “strangers and sojourners.” Machpelah promised “the
interment of strangers at a very moderate charge”: one to three dollars, depending on age; {(again,
blacks were prohibited, along with executed criminals). Predictably, Ronaldson’s venture was
the most restrictive. Both the rules and the charter repeated the ban on “persons of colour.” Also
barred from lot ownership was the city’s coroner. However, this last provision bordered on

redundancy: officially, at least, Philadelphia Cemetery offered no single graves and started lot _%

prices at $25."

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of Ronaldson’s scheme was its thoroughgoing urbanism. All
customers were viewed as would-be builders. Concerned with postmortem security, they would
presumably wish to erect subterranean burial chambers or “vaults.” Elaborate rules governed the
design of these structures. Their walls, for instance, had to be at least nine inches thick, and
could encroach half that distance onto adjoining lots in order to support another unit. Earthen
graves, however, might spread contamination. Although permissible, they needed to be set back
from the edges of the lot to avoid intruding on neighbors. A neutral framework held these
properties together: walks were treated as public terrain, set off like streets for “common use.”
The combined effect was a sort of subterranean city, complete with a municipal code.'*®

The grid plan made such relations possible. Its economy, legibility, and promise of “spatial
neutrality” arose from a checkerboard composed of seemingly interchangeable parts.”*® In
Ronaldson’s hands, though, the grave-lot-as-real-estate was not quite such a standardized item.
Like Mutual’s founders, Ronaldson dwelt on the numerical assignment of personal topography.
His system, however, was more nuanced — a recipe for orderly hierarchy. Philadelphia Cemetery
was laid out in four long blocks, separated by eight-foot walks. Each block, in turn, consisted of
eight rows of lots, termed “ranges” and running north-south. While ordinary lots cost twenty- X
five dollars, Ronaldson charged five dollars extra for lots in two ranges at the center of each “
block. Here, proprietors might enclose their land with low masonry walls and surmount them
with iron railings. This privilege effectively reproduced the cemetery’s form in miniature.

or officers (pp. 4, 12), Machpelah allowing but limiting such profits (pp. 5, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13), and Philadelphia Aé'
implicitly condoning them. '
B7 preamble to... the Mutual Family Burial Ground Association, 8, 11-12; Charter and By-Laws, of the Machpelah
Cemetery, 3, 8; Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of the Deeds...and List of Lot-Holders, 2, 8, 11, 20. The latter source
puts Ronaldson’s original bottom lot price as $26 but 1827 newspaper articles give $25. A modern biographer
claims that “certain lots were provided free to the deserving poor of any creed and a section was set aside for
‘friendless Scots’” (Marshall, 238), True or not, this idea may well derive from “Men and Things,” a biographical
sketch of Ronaldson that survives as an undated clipping in the Castner Collection Scrapbook, 24: 24-25.

18 Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of Deed of Trust. April 2, 1827, 7. The rules on party walls were later revised to
make construction more substantial; see Philadelphia Cemetery. Copy of the Deeds...and List of Lot-Holders, 17,
23.

1* I borrow the phrase “spatial neutrality” from Upton, “Another City,” 73; see also Philip Fisher, Sl the New
World, 43-45-49, on the related notions of uniformity, transparency, and intelligibility.
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