ADDRESS: 3401 SOLLY AVE

Name of Resource: Stonyhurst

Proposed Action: Designation

Property Owner: Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity
Nominator: Keeping Society of Philadelphia

Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate Stonyhurst, one building on a larger parcel at
3401 Solly Avenue, and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination
contends that Stonyhurst satisfies Criteria for Designation A, C, E, G, and H. Under Criterion A,
the nomination argues that the property is significant for its association with George A. Castor, a
businessman and U.S. Congressman who constructed the 18-bedroom mansion for his
residence. Under Criterion C, the nomination contends that the building and its landscape
represent the Picturesque style. Under Criterion E, the nomination argues that the building is the
work of significant Philadelphia architect George T. Pearson. The nomination further contends
that the property satisfies Criteria G and H for its relationship to Pennypack Park.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that
Stonyhurst, located at 3401 Solly Avenue, satisfies Criteria for Designation A, E, G, and H. The
staff contends that the building is an example of the Chateauesque, not Picturesque, style of
architecture. Not enough information is provided about the existing landscape to discern a style
of landscape design. Additionally, the staff recommends extending the Period of Significance
from 1888 to 1906 to reflect George Castor’'s ownership. The staff acknowledges that
significance may be attributed to the current owners, but no discussion of the significance of the
Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity is included under any Criteria for Designation.
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NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HisTORIC PLACES

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM (CD, EMAIL, FLASH DRIVE)
ELECTRONIC FILES MUST BE WORD OR WORD COMPATIBLE

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)
Street address: 3401 Solly Avenue

Postal code: 19136

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Historic Name: Stonyhurst

Current/Common Name:___Motherhouse; Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
X Building [ ] Structure [ ] Site [] Object

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION
Condition: []excellent [X] good [ ] fair [ ] poor [ ] ruins
Occupancy: [X] occupied [ ] vacant [] under construction [] unknown

Current use:_ Residence for Roman Catholic nuns

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries.

6. DESCRIPTION
Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting,
and surroundings.

7. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies.

Period of Significance (from year to year): from to

Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: 1887-1891

Architect, engineer, and/or designer:___George T. Pearson

Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:

Original owner;__U.S. Congressman George A. Castor (d. 1906)

Other significant persons:_Missionary Servants, Most Blessed Trinity




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

= (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

() Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

O X X O XOX O

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach a bibliography.

9. NOMINATOR

Organization Date
Name with Title_Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA Email
Street Address_ 1234 S. Sheridan Street Telephone_215-334-6008

City, State, and Postal Code___Philadelphia, PA 19147-4820

Nominator [_] is X is not the property owner.

PHC Use ONLY
Date of Receipt: __December 1, 2021

X Correct-Complete [ ] Incorrect-Incomplete Date:  December 17, 2021
Date of Notice Issuance: December 17, 2021

Property Owner at Time of Notice:
Name: Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed Trinity

Address: 3401 Solly Avenue

city:__Philadelphia State: PA  Postal Code: 19136

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:

Date of Final Action:
[] Designated [ ] Rejected 12/7/18




5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (Provided by PHC staff)

This nomination proposes to designate Stonyhurst, one building on a larger parcel of 3401 Solly Avenue
that currently includes several buildings. The overall parcel is bounded by Solly Avenue at the west,
railroad tracks and Pennypack Creek at the south and east, and Father Judge High School at the north.
The building is circled in yellow in the image below.




The nominated boundary reflects the historically deeded parcel that includes the building and the
landscape to the south and east that is integral to the property.

Beginning at a point on the northeast side of Solly Street (sixty feet wide) at the distance of thirty two
feet eight and five eighths inches northwestward from the northerly side of Frankford Avenue (sixty feet
wide) a corner of land of the Connecting Railway (formerly the Frankford and Holmesburg Railroad)
thence extending along the said railway the ten following courses and distances to wit north thirteen
degrees twenty four minutes forty four seconds east one hundred and ninety nine feet eight inches
north forty degrees three minutes forty nine seconds east one foot seven and three fourths inches north
twenty one degrees thirty two minutes thirty five seconds east one hundred and six feet seven and one



eighth inches north twenty six degrees thirty one minutes thirteen seconds east one hundred and six
feet seven and one eighth inches north twenty two degrees fifty six minutes thirty seven seconds east
one hundred and two feet four and three quarters inches to a point in the bed of Craig Street (fifty feet
wide) north thirty three degrees thirty three minutes fourteen seconds east crossing the said Craig
Street one hundred and eight feet two and seven eighths inches north forty three degrees forty nine
minutes thirty one seconds east one hundred and seventeen feet and five eighths of an inch north
twenty three degrees forty nine seconds east seventeen feet seven and one quarter inches south fifty
eight degrees seventeen minutes eleven seconds east six feet seven and one quarter inches and north
forty five degrees fifty six minutes forty four seconds east forty five feet six and one half inches thence
extending north twenty seven degrees forty nine minutes forty nine seconds east fifty seven feet seven
and one quarter inches to a point thence extending north nineteen degrees fourteen minutes twenty
nine seconds east forty eight feet six and three quarters inches to a point thence extending north eight
degrees twenty seven minutes twenty nine seconds east forty eight feet six and three quarters inches
thence extending north thirty one seconds west forty eight feet eight and one half inches to a point
thence extending north eight degrees fifty minutes thirty one seconds west forty nine feet and one
quarter of an inch to a point thence extending north thirteen degrees four minutes thirty one seconds
west forty nine feet six inches to a point thence extending north fifteen degrees twelve minutes thirteen
seconds west crossing Leon Street (sixty feet wide) one hundred feet to a point thence extending south
sixty six degrees thirty three minutes twenty nine seconds west six hundred and eighty seven feet one
and three quarters inches to a point on the northeast side of the said Solly Street and thence extending
south seventeen degrees fifty nine minutes thirty one seconds east along the north east side of the Said
Solly Street recrossing the said Leon Street and Craig Street eight hundred and fifty eight feed eight
inches to the first mentioned point and place of beginning.
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Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders’ Guide

p. 208 (5/9/1887)

THE RECORD AND GUIDE

Mr. Geo. T. Pearson has drawn plans for a house for
Mr. Geo. Castor, to be built on the Solly estate at
Holmesburg, Twenty-third Ward. The contracts have not
been let. It will consist of two stories, built of
local stone, surmounted by a red tile roof. A very
handsome porch will be built. The house will be
finished in hardwood. The hall will be large and very

handsome, as well as the stairways. Size of building,
40x115.

Photograph (below) of east side of Stonyhurst, in a recent (winter)

scene. It has been the Motherhouse and novitiate for the Missionary

Servants of the Most Holy Trinity nuns since 1932.




DESCRIPTION:

"Stonyhurst," the nominated building and surrounding grounds
is presently in very good condition with the Trinitarian Sisters
maintaining the stone, two story and dormers sprawling manor.

All sides of this building are different and had been, to some
extent, altered from Pearson's original plan. Examples are in the
siding which has formed squares where three rounded projections in
stone had been on the east side (which some would deem the facade),
and where siding fills in spaces where larger windows had been.
Awnings are attached to windows on the east side only. All windows
had been replaced for modern ones. The roof appears as asphalt.
Only the porch on the east has been retained; the original west
porch is gone. Extentions to this home on the north are in good

condition.

Landscaping is important for this building's styling, as are
the winding, paved areas that circumvent the convent. These fea-
tures are well-tended and seem to have maintained the original plan.
Prominent elements are the steep-pitched roofs on the north and
south, especially where the archway still exists for vehicular
passage (on the south). The large cylindrical "tower" on the west
is best seen when enterring the property from Solly Avenue; other-
wise, it is hidden from view. The hip roofs are best appreciated
on the south-to-southwest perspective. (See page 6.) The east
porch's posts and rails appear to be original. Noticeable altera-
tions to the building are found on page 8 herein for comparisons.

The Builders' Guide of May 9, 1887 stated the building's di-
mensions of "40X115"; the aerial on page 19 shows the complexity
of plan. Trees line the border hiding the railroad tracks and creek.
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Property originally
acquired by George A.
Castor, c.1886-1890s
eventually became owned
by Archdiocese in 1931.
Pennypack Creek is on
(right) border of pro-
perty.
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Alterations at
Stonyhurst are indi-
cated by arrows.

Original elements
seen in c. 1900

to (above)&

it "Northeast Times" 2016.

;}/,roof material

oy siding fill

rounded to,
square; sid

- "’,‘h -
B Y L
1 w oy -
| 520 A8y
Py i
R '~
4 ot “w
LA =
Ve~ #removal
< rem
- -t - " L
o i e Ty
A :

o

il

e -
L
v
- .
a 30N



o W N =

~Oon

STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE:

"Stonyhurst" was the elegant residence of U.S. Congressman
George A. Castor (1855-1906) who was once a menswear retailer with
stores in Center City, New York City and Boston.1 The nomination
was designed by George T. Pearson, AIA before he was gommissioned
for homes now in the Chestnut Hill Historic District. Located
in Holmesburg bordering Pennypack Creek near the historic 17th
century bridge on Frankford Avenue Stonyhurst is in the Picturesque
Style and once was decorated with the opulence seen in Gilded Age
homes of wealthy Philadelphians? In 1932, this 18 bedroom mansion
became the Motherhouse of the U.S.-based Missionary Servants of
the Most Blessed Trinity, a Roman Catholic order of nuns.

Congressman Castor was born in Holmesburg, but his family,
beginning with Johann Georg "Gerster" (Castor) had its 18th century
origins in Germantown, then in Frankford where descendants founded
the First Presbyterian Church? The vast acreage around Stonyhurst
was acquired in the late 1880s to early 1890s; by 1896, George re-
deeded the whole tract and his other titles to his wife, Kate? After
George's death in 1906, Kate their children moved to Erie Avenue,
but the property appeared to have remained titled to her until
the early 1920s. Stonyhurst had been 2 rented residence for institu-
tional use until about 1931 when Cardinal Dennis J. Dougherty had
learned of the entire estate's availability and purchased it for
the "Trinitarian'" nuns to move there in 1932. The order was foun-
ded by Father Thomas A. Judge, GM]‘hence, the name of the Catholic
boys high school next to the Trinitarians' buildings (which are not

contributing) on Solly Avenue.

Stonyhurst's Picturesque Style design and appearance during

House of Representatives '"History." See Appendix.

Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide, May 9, 1887;

Garrison, J., Houses of Philadelphia: i i -
hickon Valley . 1880-1930. N¢: Abanchus c368§¢ Hill and the Wissa
"The Times,'" Jahuary 20, 1891.

"The Catholic Standard and Times," Sept.16 and 23, 1932,

Interview, Bruce Castor, Esq.; Collins, 1., Phila.: A Story of Pro-
gress. Phila.: Lewis, 1941, vol IV, p. 469.

"'The Arena," Vol.34, #188, June, 1905 . 18
New Catholic Encyclépedia: Vo.VIII. MéGan, 1967.
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the Gilded Age places its architect, Pearson with other well-res-
pected architects who were better known in Center City than in
Northeast Philadelphia. Webster acknowledged many manor homes in
Northeast Philadelphia, most of which are gone, but not "Saint Mi-
chel," the country home of international financier Francis A. Drexel
from 1870 which seemed to initiate a second phase of the Picturesque
Style seen in many unrecognized Northeast Philadelphia mansions.
These homes likewise align their architecture with their landscapes.

George Pearson's work is known to this Commission from his de-
signs in many homes within the Chestnut Hill Historic District. He
is also associated with the commissions from hat manufacturer John
Stetson, now mostly gone in Philadelphia but still in use in Florida.
There, in Deland, Stetson's Mansion earned listing on the National

Register.

Lastly, the Trinitarian Sisters have been the longest at Stony-
hurst as owners and residents, maintaining the huge property and ad-
ding more buildings over the decades. The Order's Motherhouse is
here, but Stonyhurst is still a residence. The Sisters' reputation
as missionaries ~ to bring others
into the faith (such as the Chinese who formed Holy Redeemer Chinese
Catholic church) and to rehabilitate fallen Catholics (as the Itali-
ans who would go to Madonna House for help) is based on the social
work these tireless nuns did. They also are known through the Catho-
lic Children's Bureau in the Archdiocese.’

What a wonderful past is associated with Stonyhurst that would

qualify it for listing on the City's Register of Historic Buildings!

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA

November, 2021
(Still during COVID limits.)

The nominator submitted this building which was approved in:2019.

McCarthy, Rev. Thos., €SV, Guide to the Catholic Sisterhoods in the
United States. Washington, DC: CUA Press, 1964, p. 86. (See Appendix.)
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STONYHURST

Mr. Goorge A. Custor’s Now Country Beat
Near Holmenburg,

AN ARCHITECTURAL TRIUMPH

The Art of Intarior Decoration In It Richest
Development—A Manslon of
Baronlel Splendor,

Only the old realdents, s fow Teal estate
men and such ehancs visitors ns have lately
visited thnt important, though comparatively
sparsoly mettled part of the grenr, growing
city cmbraced {u the Twentysthird wad,
have any acenrato concoption of the wondor-
ful changes and sgns of improvement that
within 8 year or two have made it look diks
» difforent: place. _

01d Holmezbusg, though 1t remiing much
the quatnt dlstriet it was before the comsoli-
datlon of ths city, with many of the waell-
preaerved old mausions in which several gon-
evations of the eame [amilies have lived and
with many ol the arlginal choracters and
types of poptilntion largely drawn from Eng-
Lish artisan sourcea siill preserved, la never-
tholesg no lenger the Holmeaburg of old, 1t
{3 mow passing throngh the second of its
Iatest tramslonning tendencies. Tho first
was U orection of wanufactoriea and feund.
Ties and othor placesof employmentwithin fts
beundarica—tall, grimy structores the bess
of them, thes ovemhadowosdl tho whito and
red picuresyne ohl homeateads and gave o
matley, moengrel appearance to what had
Inoked lke n jnetty hawmlet. The latest
transformation is quite different, being in
the direstion of the erection of ¢legant resi-
demees of nmmlern churactar, with porches,
azzas, handsome architectural ontlines snd

ho general charanter of the handsome ap-
Iurban homes on the other linc of the Pean-
sylvanis  Hailroad in  the divection of
Bryn Moawr and Chestmut Hill. “This
tranaformation is stfll golng on. EBeores of
these houses have leen orected aml more are
going up, often loaking steangely at variance
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Hhrangh "fu“‘m.g““a"i‘ﬁ:.""f“mw e
ong, B a
ment a0 many large l_qnnﬁio; ehulum
divans no twoalika s geveral vory high and
‘deop old-fshioned French
merous tubles and stamls, cin
somo lamps;
plece of fukniturois the card rectiver, standin
Just lndd';thb%;;sﬂlmwml:;nglﬂ ! '
° stan 1 ]

and hold; a;aﬁ-or. The ?lmmnma o
eovering this hnll 18 a1l [n om0 plocs and was
made to order in nd, a8 wers nearly all
tho fleor voveringa in the house,

EXQUIBITE APARTMENTA,

The rooms that open from tha hall on the
Inft aro all en miite, laxge and most suparbly
furnished aud decorated, no two alike
The first apartment, which is tho drawing
room, is o fine example of Louis X'V, deeora-
tion in white and gold, introducing sugges-
tons of the style of drawing soom
that provalled in the hondsomest houses
townrd tho chwse of the colonlpl pordod,
The' mantel is in the corner and shows
Corinthian  fluted columna  and  lightly
rolsed enrved panels. This room is exquisitely
fumished in dend white snd gilt and con-
talus nmong other ornaments, a fine bronze
of “The Last of the Mohicans” and on an
casol A portralt of Sarah  Bernhardt n
' Twelfth Night” printed by horeolf,

Tho next room 18 & very olegantly fure
nighed apaxtinent: showing many rich hasng-
fngs, & wealth of brlen<iray, tupestry
covered chalrs and many pictuses.

TIE DINING ROOM,

Next to tho great hall the dHning room,
runiing {n an epponite dlvection, is porhap
the most motable apartment In tho houge.
In it the {dea of an old haronlal banqueting
reom 18 thoraughlF carvied out, 'I'he walls are
hung with tapestrics showing lawe, costumen
fignrer, mnfuly of cavnllors, and tho wnin-
scoting i3 of oak, Tho mantel is very atrik.
Ing, showing heavy half-Touie cclumus, and
with a recessed portion forming acloset, filled
with glass and chinn.  The sidehoaed, built
in the wall, shows somo original mirmor
effects in combination with anhes, and ks
4 handsome feature, with iis deecnmtive
army ol elegant silver.
and very lang, probably ity fcet, nnd &8 no
cover Inrgo enough could be procured, a
table-cloth to match the other decorations of
the apartment was mado to ardey, ns was
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The tahle is high |

eclipped. Tt in here that Mr, Castor intro-
d Is favorite guesta to golden slumber.
The ofr ia decorated im blne, prottily
furnished In walnut and shows many lovo
plecea of briow:bme, There are in all
bed .a!tn the house, @
of expexee wag put upon the
i%, pech e e e e ome
peehaps, 85 ologan toighod an any in
ax anI.‘Liladal In, Mr, Caator pursued
the plan of sllowing differsnt decorators us
woll a8 the architact to use their fndividual
tidts, and tho rosult ia that the effests nre
muoh more varied and original, and In some
ts moro successful than if one geueral
had been @mrred oot thmogh the en-
tire All in all, the honse is nn inter-
esting addition to the many new and heauti-
Tul abodea sdorned by wealth and taste
which now environ the QuakerCityof homea.

e e
RECENT ENGLISH WILDDING».

0
docomitove, and

Fashionoble Londonara Marrying na
the Old Year Closed,

fiuch intoroat woa ovineed in the marriago
nt\8t, Michmal's Chureh, Doutuemouth, on

odpmbor 8, of Mias Maria StockionHowell,
daukbiter of Rear Admiral Howull, of the
Unltkd Btates navy, 1o Mr, Ernomt Cofiatan-
tine Cheston, of London. Tho brido's fiaronta
aro wintoring at Bournemouth, 'The Lelde

wan attrod In white Dromded mofre dross,
trimmed with old polnt lace, which had
formed the wedding vell of her inbthor, Blie
wore alsd n tulle vell, with feal orange

blossoms, \and valuable Jejelry, with
dlamonds; ker bouguet was/compaset of
rid esmaldn wore

largre nndl faah
In 8t Peter's Churdh,

Bhptals; Sir W

Lﬂ
1 Bir W,
with Miss Any

{;nm r M Ilunr'y
el Am Northumborland,
8ir Charle eot man to tho
bridegrooy, and in attondanke on the bride
were lop

T The
euice ue 3'&&, the
and ovor 8

s Wlossoin s i:lhl! worn \n lsut? wnd
iful Brussels laco voll, fashoned with,
ong other ormamonta, & diskond but-
toffly, the bridegroom’s

giond epray, tho present ¢
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with the surroundings, while some of the
once fine country places, with their nelle
trees and stately grounds gone to deeay with
the failing fortunes of thelr owners, are fall-
ing into new hands and beginning to hlossom
forth into trim lawns, fancy hedges and mods
ern  medimval structures, with stunning
chimncys and fashionuble parti-cochers,

BTONYHURST.

Tust at the edge of Holmeshurg, where the
little Rustleton branch rond hreake away
from the steel<clac highway to New York
and crosses 2 bigh treatle over Pennypack
creck, thore is o high knoll on the left
stretching away into higher rising ground
and forming a tract of seventy-five acres,
that was formerly known as the Solley faym.
On this commanding sitoation, facing the
railrond and  showing out finely against the
gky, aa viewed from theo prssing  trains,
stands an_extensi Ay residence of

' Bt '8t, thesuburban
seat and lately cmmpinmul residence of George
A. Cnstor, who was for many years promi-
fiently engaged in the clothing business in
Philadelphia and still has interests in New

‘ork and other cities. This place was_pur-
chased by Mr. Castor four years ngo and the
pians, armpgement and construction of the
building and improvement of the place have
taken nearly all that time. Holmeshurg is
Mr. Castor's birthplace, It is there that he
was born and spent his carly life, and the
place had s0 many associntions and attrac-
tions for him that when he made a fortune
in a business that grew rapidly s0 extensive
that hranch establishments were roquired in
soveral cltles he determined to build a splen-
#id house in the vicinity where he had spent
his youth,

THE INTERIOR.

The builling, which was designed by
(ieorge T. Pear Is one of his best and
contains some ui tEa most originul and strik-
ing effects he ever produced, especlally in

the imterior. The porch which extends
aromd the house is very wide and com-

mands views in every direction. A company
could march abreast aronnd it.  Wide wnlks

extend around the. honge forming the top

oo,

STONYHURST.

the carpet.  What gives character mowe, per-
haps, than anything else to the apartinent,
are the twelve very high backed carved Gor-
man chinirs upholstered in a most effective ta-
pestry, showlngstriking groups of (rulit and its
natural folinge. Im one of the panels of tiyp
aide wall is w very large amd elaborate pice
ture, *“The Story-Teller,” and among the
ather ornaments is a copy of the well known
fantastie  bronze figure, '‘'U'he Mandolin
Player,” There is another beautiful bronze
of a graceful girl playing a violincello. Al
the dining room furniture Ia claw-footed. |

' Back of this is the paniry, lnundry, kitchens

andservants’ quarters.  From this region by
an elabornte system the entire house is
heated by steam,

'THE UPPER FLOORA,

Ascending the grand stairease to the uppar
floor, leaving the many handsome groups of
plants at onc side and the pieces of armor on

thoe wall, the visitor i8 struck with the
beauty and color of the large stained-glass
window behind the first landing appronching |
tho galleries. It is a very lesutiful work, |
designed !ix Tifflany, the New York decorntor,
as are many other fentures of tho honse.
From this landing the long vista of the
hall to the front is very fine, and
onn evenmings when the furniture is
wheeled out and thechildren of the owner
and their young friends mmlp through ite

length to the merry music of the dance while
the fire blazes on the hearth, the sight is gay

and odd ly pleturesque.  The upper rooms are
almost without exception even more finely
decorated and clegantly furnished than those
on the lower floor.  Every one ix different in
character, and in several eases different deco-
rators have each designed a room and exes
cuted it in every part, selecting the hangings,

furniture and even the ornuments, or having
them made. The sitting  room  just
At the hend of the stairway is in pure minu- |
ial style and wery quaint. One of its features |
is a very wide, pressed brick mantel, with |
many shelves, cute closets ingerted heve and
there and o regnlar old-fashioned cupboard
with dinmond plates of glass om top, This
room is finished In natwral cherry, which
makes it very cLeerful, but a very odd and |
stupendous article of furnfture that for want
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Postcards and advertizements from c.1907, on, maintained Stony-
hurst's activity after George Castor's widow, Kate and his childrén
left the home they could not financially keep. Supposedly Stonyhurst

became a residence for

=3 destitute workers from

: the theatre, relocating
from the first Edwin For-
rest Home for Actors to
Stonyhurst--temporarily.

Here, Stonyhurst became a

x a oy % 2

:l odd L]

' Biddle School for Backward Children
Boeawnifal bome  envicaument. CPender coare, Best dietary,
Defeorsninimized 1y perfeer raethod . Montesart Appardns
prociddes ceneral edoertion. badividaad inziraenion, Pufdls
tigniied,  No civie hopetess, Moallet, Pen aere,,

Sanatarium.

Pennsylvania, Holmesburr, “Stoney Hurst™ 11 miles from Phila.)

May 1915 Cosmopolitan Mag ad
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The former "Stonyhurst'...

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City...
and, is associated with the life of aperson significant in the past:

U.S. Congressman George A. Castor

George A. Castor was from the family originating with the ar-
rival of John (Johann Georg) George Castor from Basel, Switzerland
in 1710. Castor Avenue began from the farm at the homestead, win-
ding into Frankford where John George chame "one of the founders
h."t

of the Frankford Presbyterian Churc There were several notable

Castors throughout Philadelphia's his-
& . ) B , , George Albert Castor

tory, each creating his own niche, like

George A. Castor, who was variably called

a "tailor" or '"merchant tailox with large By =

establishments in New York,City, Boston, ey
and Philadelphia," "millionaire," "poli- oo
tician," "investor" in real estate, t??n

U.S. Congressman, when he passed away.’

While still active, Castor was the

subject of a type of expose in '"The Are-

" . _ 1855--1906
na. The story was about political cor Member of the
ruption in Philadelphia, with one exam- U.S. House of Representatives

X ) . from P ia" istri
ple--Castor--in review. The article m Pennsylvania's 3rd district

also concerns Stonyhurst, the nominatea

property. The reporter found that Castor had purchased "fifty-one
lots...which comprise his principal resident estate" (i.e., Stony-
hurst) prior to 1896. The lots costs "a trifle less" than market
value and they were deeded to Castor's wife, Kate. The purchases

included ground across from Solly Avenue where was a quarry.

10851 11ns op.cit.; Alotta, Robfl, Mermaids, Monazteries... Bonus,
p. 48, (see Appendix.) : .

11City Directories, 1884-18875 U.S. House of Representatives History;
"The Philadelphia Inquirer," February 20, 1906.

12v7he Arena,'" op.cit. The Deed of January 14, 1887, recorded on Janu-
ary 17, 1887 included "52 acres and 47 perches" from Wm. Alexander
Baring Bingham to George A. Castor. (Vol.199, p. 533.) At the time
Castor lived at 3303 Race Street in Holmesburg (Gopsill's) nearby.’



An advertizement, c.1880
for a "Clearing Sale®
at George Castor's Center

City store is at right.,

Below, a "trade card"

for Castor's store is

one which would have been
handed out to potential

customers.

Castor sold "off the rack"

'"Men's Wear' which could
then be custom-fitted.
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730 CHESTNUT STREET."
CASTOR.

Itis folly to hisy Weady Madn Qlathiug
$3.50 and $15.00.

Onr regular Clearing Sale for the Fall and
Winter seison Has commenced,. |

Toclose oat alirge vverstock of Waonlens |
for Nen's Wear we jave rednsed our vegu- |
Vir §5.00 Pantaloons o §3.50, asd our |
colebeated 820,00 Suits to ::IS.'JQ‘ |

The above are peade to order of all
wool materials and are cut and fitted by osr !
regular corps of cutters; whem the genesal
pushie kinow cannot Le excellel,

This sweepi g rednction is made nesessa-
rv by larse necumulition’of goads, wiich
wm ot be sotd.

This is the best ot of gnods we have ever
offered— -

Absolwtely below Cost.

Call carly and examine this elegant line
ot goods.

GEQ. A. CASTOR & CO..
7.3’:’ Chicstiont Streee.

LR e =

Library Company of Philadelphia| Print Department| trade card - Castor [1975.F.122;

1975.F.135; 1975.F.164]
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Plan 48. ~

Atlases demonstrate
differences in the

surveys as well as

details: railroad

lines crossing the
Castor property after
George's death for the

Holmesburg Granite Co.'s

quarry; Kate Castor's

ownership of the lands.
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"The Arena'" article highlighted how Castor managed to obtain
taxpayers' money by suing the City for alleged damage caused by

City workers who were 'revising' the street grades around Stony-

hurst. By the time the lawsuit settled, Castor was awarded multi-

ple times the value of Stonyhurst and its grounds.

1899, a few years after Castor had resigned from the menswear re-

tail business, but had continued in local politics%3

This was in

Philadelphia politics nurtured
Castor in Holmesburg where he would

Naw York Times Sepr 30, 1383

BARGAINS IN' FINE OLOTHING.

Men's Sults to Order at Less 'Than the
Cost of the DMaterial.

be "a member of the Republican City
Committee for fifteen years,'" then

run for "Congressman-at-large" in

* It i3 uscless te deny that the recent finaneial 1892 . What hlS occupation was from

strain and the obstructive tectics of the sgliver
men in the Senate have severely hurt the trade

in the finer grades of men's cuastom-made gar-
meants,” eald Mr. Morley, a member of the firm
of George A. Castor & Co., yesterday, In thelr
stare in the Fifth Avenue Hotel,

* Consequently,’”’ he continued, '* {f the mount-

about 1893 (see left) to his elec-
tion to Congress in 1904 was unre-

corded. Castor served barely two

uln won't come to Mohammed, he must go to
the mountaln, We heve determined to turn out
aur splendid stock at cost or less rather than let
it stick on our shelves and racks, Every suit we
gell now 1s a permanent advertisement for us.

Besides, as we employ several hundred hands In
our shops, we desire to keep them sateadily at
work during the Winter season,

‘' If any man famlillar with cleths of fine text-
ure will step In, look at the materinls we offer,
and learn the prlees we place on them, I think
we will be pretty sure to enroll him ny o stendy
¢ustomer for the futurc. Of course, we handle
no guods save those of high grade and texture,
which will wear well and not grow shiny or
shabby, The quollty and patterns of the goods
speak for themselves.'

years in Congress, but left Stony-
hurst in Kate's name when he died.

Stonyhurst has been Castor's con-
tribution to Holmesburg and to the

City of Philadelphia.

its lavish interior--with a Tiffany

Apart from

. . , window still at the north side--

Castor George A. (George A. Castor & (o.), h )
West Cimshohocken

Castor George A, & Co, (George A. Castor & John
A. Morley), tailors, ?32. Chestnut

MNavteaw Tae . simm b Maefand - MNaevn

Stonyhurst's architecture should
be added to the buildings which
are significant for the style, time

Y George A, (Genrge A. Lasory, 0 S35 Hace
o %—h George A. & Co. (Feorge A, Chstor & John
' B. Morley), tailors, 732 Chestnut Tming

and architect in their origins.

Stonyhurst exemplifies the second

. ' .
(Gopsill's:1884 and 1887) phase of the "Picturesque Style,"

the post-Civil War to 1890s period.

13Article in attached "Appendix."

House of Representatives' "History." Generally accurate, there
may be an error to the '"1875" year of Castor's retirment from the
retail business.
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In fairness to George, the recorded price of the "fifty-one"
lots (which in the deed were "fifty-two acres and 47 perches")
was '"13,600.00" and not "The Arena's" published price of "less than
$12,000 for the entire purchase."lSCastor bought the properties
from a Mr. William Alexander Baring Bingham from Gloucester, Eng-
land, according to the Deed from January 14, 1887. The G.M. Hop-
kins Atlas from 1876 named "H. Bissinger' and "George B. Soley"
(or "Solly") as the owners of these plots at that time. Again,
"The Arena's" reporting did not show the short-term ownership of
the Bissinger tract, or why "Soley" or his heirs did not continue
to hold onto their grounds. What may have seemed as a reason to
diminish the value of the property could have been the proximity
of the Pennsylvania Railroad and its bridge over the banks of the
Pennypack Creek into the grounds. The noise, the visual of the
train (a freight train, not passenger) and its crossing onto the

property added to a price considerate of these impediments.

What "The Arena'" noted, but had not pursued is that part of
the Castor's acquisition was the future "Homesburg Granite Company"
where the distinctive Holmesburg building stone was quarried% In
subsequent City Directory listings and City Atlases, the name of
the property has '"Kate Castor' alongside of the business' name.
None of the Castors have been found to be involved in this busi-
ness which had its sales office in Center City. "The Holmesburg
Granite Company" competed with several other Philadelphia quarries
such as the ones in Mount Airy, on the Wissahickon, Haddington
and perhaps other sites in the suburban counties, such as Trenton
which furnished the stone in the early 1890s for St. Dominic's
new church and Holmesburg Prison. Thus, dating the quarry on Sol-

ley Avenue would be in about "1896," with ownership to the Castors.

15"The Arena," p. 18. See Appendix.

16 There was no listing for 1896, but in Gopsill's City Directo$¥ of
g.

%%87&ctgioggTRany's address was ""1210 Fidelity Mutudl Life Bl



Aerial of Stonyhurst de
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strates its "Picturesque"

integration with the surroun
ding scenery, as intended.
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The former Stonyhurst...

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a
distinctive architectural style:

"THE PICTURESQUE"

Stonyhurst lacks symmetry, the rigidity of classical elements
and is somewhat attached to its landscape to enhance its appearance.
These characteristics do not diminish the Pearson design, but exem-
plify how architecture in the 19th century had sometimes tried less
dependence upon traditional designs and conventional thought to plan
large residences : The design of Stonyhurst was intended to project

independerice of the past for a "picturesque'" sight.

Art historian Fleming's Dictionary of Architecture (1966) had
set forth the "Picturesque" as "In the late c18 it was defined in a
long controversy between Payne Knight and Uvedale Price as an aesthe-
tic quality...characterized...by interesting asymmetrical dispositions
of forms and variety of texture...'  Price had published An Essay on
the Picturesque (1794-98) and Essay on the Picturesque (1810) which
identified the qualities or characteristics of the Picturesque.8 Then,
Meeks' own essay had reviewed several theorists on art and architec-
ture, including Price, and arrived at "five principal categories"
for "Picturesque Eclecticism" where Gothic or Italian villa or a
"Baroque'" are within the design. Meeks noted the categories as:
1) roughness, or a natural appearance;
2) movement, i.e., "the convexity and concavity" of forms;
3) irregularity, as in asymmetry, or 'variations of form";
4) variety in 'surface and material" or "masses and parts'; and,

5) intricacy '"that the forms and their relationships are complex."‘1

There also were three phases of the Picturesque, to which Stony-

ol Fleming, John; Honour, Hugh & Pevsner, Nikolaus, The Penguin Diction-

ary of Architecture. Middlesex, UK: Penguin, 1966, p. 243.

Lauder, Sir T.D., (Ed.), On the Picturesque, Edinburgh, 1842, quoted
in Meeks' Essay for The Art Bulletin (1950).

19 Meeks, C.L.V., "Picturesque Eclecticism," Vol.32, #3, Sept., 1950.
The Art Bulletin, published by Taylor & Co., NY, pp. 227-228.

18
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hurst met the criteria for the post-Civil War period, or within
the Gilded Age. Meeks distinguished the architectural elements
of this period with emphasis on size: "greater scale and greater

intricacy;" "

pointed" windows, not "round-headed" ones; the "bro-
ken silhouette'" (adapted from Price); and '"some form of tower."

A general "English" effect is remarkable: Meeks' sources were
mainly from England, with the exception of Heinrich Woelfflin,

an art historian whose published work dated from 1932--a late
retrospective review of what Price had established by the late
1790s. Price recognized a distinctive "Picturesque" style emer-
ging in England and the architecture was often married to the set-

1 . . 22
ting to allow "movement," one of the style's five qualities.

The Picturesque was to reject classicism's sleek lines and
surfaces, its singular color, symmetry and aura of calm to favor
architectural "excitement." Meeks noted an apt statement from
Price where "Men grow weary of uniform perfection" justify why
a Picturesque design demanded a 'varied silhouette" with chimneys
jutting up, as with the towers and gables--all of which are seen
in every side of Stonyhurst. Moreover, Stonyhurst's design does
combine French Baroque-style roofs with the types of cylindrical
towers in English castles in a play with the triangular and the
circular grouped together. Stonyhurst's design was meant to be
viewed on all sides, not from the facade; Meeks wrote "One of the
tests of the presence of the picturesque is the degree to which
frontality has been eliminated...to have the building seen in the
round and from many points of view. "%

These explanations of the Picturesque signify the style's

distinction during the 19th century when typically the "Victorian"

209pid., p. 233.

Woelfflin, H., Principles of Art History. NY: 1932 was cited.
Meeks attributed the "movement' quality to several late 18th cen-
tury architects, like Robert Adam, then Reynolds, Price, Wyatt and
23Soane. Sprawling grounds around the building are required for this.
-, Meeks, op.cit., p. 228.
24 1,

Ibid., p. 233.

22



STONYHURSYT, RESIDENCE OF GEORGE A. CASTOR,

Above is Stonyhurst in 1893 (from Hotchkin's book) and "The Catholic
Standard and Times'" September, 1932 photo of the competing west
side to what is above. West side comparison is below.

The Pearson design from 1887 adheres to the Picturesque Style's
"elimination of fromtality quality" explained by art historian

C.L. V. Meeks. (1950).
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or a "19th century Gothic" would suffice--with no qualifications.
Those simplified terms also do not consider why the Picturesque

developed when it did. England and the new United States republic
experienced a philosophical awakéning, more freedom of thought, then
the beginning of the Industrial Revolution and capitalism by the
early 19th century. Architectural design reflected these events in
social, cultural and economic developments. Subsequently, the 19th
century has a myriad of styles which are characteristically identi-

fiable, or eclectic which is permissible in the Picturesque.

Art historians are certain of the differences between the Pic-
turesque and the style arising from Andrew Jackson Downing's books
on the Cottage Residences (1842), then The Architecture of Country

Houses (1850). Art historian Brown's narrative uses the word, "pic-
y P

turesque" for the type of domestic architecture in the books. He
also cited Downing's downsized versions of Price's '"qualities'" of
the Picturesque for "romanticized" cottages which bore the whimsy

of its designer?5 Locally, Webster labelled the Ryerss Mansion
(1859) with the Downing influence and not the Picturesque despite
noting the '"bold silhouette" and describing it as "a picturesque
Italianate villa." (see p.24.) For "Knowlton," also in Northeast
Philadelphia, Webster is careful in its characteristics that created
its "picturesque silhouette," instead emphasizing that Knowlton is
"the only Philadelphia survivor of a small number of country houses

designed by Frank Furness..."

"Knowlton" dates from 1879--nine years
after another prominent architect Addison Hutton designed "Saint
Michel" for financier Francis A. Drexel in Torresdale (Northeast
Philadelphia). Webster's brief mention of Ryerss and Knowlton were
expected, but a wider scope of Northeast Philadelphia's mansions
5Brown, M.(Ed.), American Art. NY:Abrams, 1979, pp.186-187.

6Webster, R., Philadelphia Preserved. Phila.: 1976/1981, pp.318-319.
Ryerss Mansion is a City-owned property; O'Gorman's monograph on
Frank Furness noted Knowlton for Webster's reference.

"St. Michel" was PHC-approved in 2019 from nominator's submission.
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would show that the architectural styles of the manor estates here
were in tandem with the Fairmount Park mansions, and their contem-
poraries in northwest Philadelphia. Webster noted that many North-
east homes constructed for wealthy patrons had been "%%andoned and
fell into ruin" to be razed by the "1940s and 1950s."” (This should
not have hampered discussion on them as Webster did of the numerous

buildings with '"demolished" in their descriptions.) An example of

an omission is Robert Cornelius' '"Lawndale'" manor (1860) seen in
the Frankford Historical Society's photo below. Architecturally,
it could be compared to Ryerss' "Burhodme' of the same approximate

phase.

"Lawndale" (1860)

277%14d., p. 318.



St. MicHeL—The Country-home of the Francis A. Drexel family

Some prominent architects were retained to design the manors of
wealthy patrons for Northeast Philadelphia locations. Gilded Age
architect Addison Hutton's 1870 "St. Michel" (above) is in Torres-
dale. Below is Frank Furness' 1879 "Knowlton" in Somerton for
banker William Rhawn.

Both buildings have expressive designs in concert with the landscape.
They were intended to be seen on all sides, not just on their facades--
wherever the facades were. The homes have a tactile appearance in
the variations of materials and forms, yet all of the elements work
well. These homes present the '"qualities" of the Picturesque and

the quirkiness expected of such designs.
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Webster acknowledges the "qualities'" defined by Meeks as
characteristics of the Picturesque for Knowlton, but hesitates to
use the architectural term. He compared Knowlton to Burholme and
first noted that the former is the "next generation of rural re-
treats" in Northeast Philadelphia. But, Knowlton's appearance has
"the bold massing of richly textured exterior elements' and has
none of the classicismin' earlier country houses.'" Webster ended

by calling Knowlton an "architectural aberration,'" but the same

can be said of Pearson's design of Stonyhurst as well. These North-

east Philadelphia manor homes could form a theme in the area's
Gilded Age Picturesque architecture to enrich the area's history.
Branded by the obvious workingclass environment with the factories
and churches to accommodate 19th century lifestyles, Stonyhurst,
along with Knowlton, Saint Michel and other unaddressed manors here
nonetheless deserve attention--if not to compare to the Northwest
Philadelphia homes by the same architects.

Stonyhurst's Picturesque Style is related to its landscape--
bordering Pennypack Creek and the wide acreage around the building.
Therefore, Stonyhurst...

(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive

area which should be preserved according to a.,...motif;
and ,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteris-
tic, represents an established and familiar visual feature of
the neighborhood, community...

When George Castor purchased the old Solly farm and perhaps
other lots to accumulg§§ to "fifty~one lots," the land was for his
residence, Stonyhurst.” The postcard photo on the next page gives
the best perspective of Stonyhurst's relationship to where Penny-

pack Creek's falls are located and where the creek widens.

28 ibid., p. 319.

20 Ibid.
"The Arena," op.cit., p. 18. The Deed of January 14, 1887 is more
reliable as a source on the quantity of purchases.
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PERSPECTIVE FROM THE BRIDGE

Stonyhurst's relationship to Pennypack Creek is evideat from
this ¢.1900 photo taken when the vegetation was sparse for viewing.
This part of the creek is the widest--sometimes noted on atlases as
the location of the "dam.'"" More importantly, Stonyhurst's axial
plan was apparently drawn in consideration of this aspect, benefit-
ting those travelling southward on Frankford Avenue over the historic
bridge.

In compliance with the criteria, Stonyhurst's architecture is

"distinctive" and it has, since at least c.1890, represented "an es-
tablished and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood" before
and during Holmesburg's development in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

The next page suggests which part of the property applies to

criteria (g) and (h) because of Stonyhurst's Picturesque Style.
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The former Stonyhurst...

(e) Is the work of a designer, architect,...whose work has signi-
ficantly influenced the historical, architectural...or cultural
development of the City.

GEORGE T. PEARSON (1847-1920)

The Historical Commission is very familiar with George Pear-
son's work in several homes within the Chestnut Hill Historic Dis-
trict as well as in Mount Airy and Germantown. The Tatman biograph-
ical account mentioned that Pearson had formal education in '"Model
School" in his native New Jersey, but by the age of 24 he was in
Philadelphia listed as an architect. Pearson then worked for Ad-
dison Hutton who had a reputable name in the City, with commissions
from influential bankers for the PSFS Bank, Francis A. Drexel's coun-
try house in Torresdale and the Rush family's Library (and tombs).
From Hutton, Pearson experienced the rise of custom-designed, spraw-
ling homes which correlated to their settings as well as what Gilded
Age wealth's causal effects held upon lifestyle. Tatman also
noted that Pearson once was under John McArthur, Jr. who had been
a proponent of the "picturesque eclectic" as seen in his design of
City Hall which Webster called '"One of the finest American examples"

of this style.32 McArthur began his work for City Hall supposedly

by '"1871" while Pearson was in his employ to learn the flexibility
of this Picturesque until he left McArthur in 1880.33
Stonyhurst appears to have launched Pearson's career with the
wealthy who craved for unique homes of unusual architecture. How
Pearson met Castor was not recorded, but Pearson had been working
on several projects in Germantown (where he lived) as well as the
Wakefield Presbyterian Church in 1887. Previously, Pearson designed
the Mount Airy Presbyterian Church nearby. The Castors were Presby-

terian by heritagejthere is no-existing record of the meeting between

317atman's revised narrative is on "philadelphiabuildings.org."

iéWebster, op.cit., p. 140.
“Tatman, op.cit.
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client and architect. What can be claimed, is that Stonyhurst
brought Pearson publicity for its design and location in Holmesburg.
Stonyhurst's later publicity after Castor died also reprised Pear-

son's name and interest in his other projects.

Some examples of Pearson's work in Chestnut Hill and Mount
Airy were among mansions by very prominent architects, some on a
national level, in Garrison's book from 2008. Below is a Wikipedia
image (accompanied by unreliable statements) on Pearson's building
which has National Register listing: the summer home of hat manufac-
turer John Stetson of Philadelphia. The home dates to "1890" from
Tatman's research. It also bears some familiar details seen in

Stonyhurst which had not finished until 1891.

THE STETSON HOUSE (1890)
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Oblique view from the west, early 20th century

Garrison(2008) discussed two of Pearson's designs which are in the
Chestnut Hill Historic District: (above) "Homewood/Eastdene'(1894)
and (below) "Keewaydin'" (1901--). Both were planned after Stony-
hurst and both buildings utilize the landscapes to emphasize certain
architectural details. Stonyhurst, however, was intended to be
viewed from all sides, unlike these properties which want private

rear areas for their private use. Hence, the facades are the chief
aspect for the viewer.

[}

T —

Early 20th-century view from the corner of Cherokee Street and Moreland Avenue
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In hi
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Suburban Domestic Architecture series," James B. Garri-

son compiled the majestic homes of Chestnut Hill and the Wissahic-
kon Valley, 1880-1930, and listed George T. Pearson as one of the
pivotal architects among nationally-known peers. (Below).

(Source:

Garrison, Houses of Philadelphia. NY:Acanthus, 2008.)

PEABODY & STEARNS

The Boston firm of Peabody & Stearns (Robert Swain
Peabody [1845-1917] and John G. Stearns Jr. [1848-1917])
designed several large residences on the Main Line and
Chestnut Hill, including Krisheim for George and Gertrude
Houston Woodward. They rose to prominence with seminal
works in the Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. Many of the
earliest residences were located in the suburbs or nearby sea-
side resorts around Boston. Peabody, who graduated from
Harvard and later attended the Ecole des Beaux Arts, was the
chief designer, while Stearns managed construction-phase
services. Their work was highly acclaimed and widely pub-
lished, leading to larger commercial and institutional
projects. They often collaborated with Frederick Law
Olmsted and the successor firm of his sons. These joint pro-
jects involved large estates, public parks, and institutions. The
late 19th-century campus for the Lawrenceville School in
New Jersey combined a parklike setting with academic and
residential buildings. Their work, which is characterized by
imaginative interpretations of historical styles, gradually

became more academic as their practice matured.
296 ]
GEORGE T. PEARSON

George T. Pearson (1847-1920) designed hundreds of build-
ings yet has remained largely unknown. He arrived in
Philadelphia in 1872 from his native New Jersey, beginning
his local career in the office of Addison Hutton. The hrwin in
suburban development and the demand for unique single-
family residences enabled him to establish his own practice
quickly, beginning with a number of houses in his own neigh-
borhood of Germantown. The architectural press was keen
to promote the new suburban house types and published
much of his work along with that of his peers. His lack of

formal academic training did not inhibit the quality of his
design, which was eclectic yet always well detailed and rarely
showed the awkwardness of the work of some of his
contemporaries. Many of his early buildings were richly orna-
mented, yet the ornament is always subservient to a strong
plan and well-organized massing. In addition to his many res-
idences, he designed churches and the replacement
clubhouse for the Philadelphia Cricket Club in St. Martins.

TILDEN, REGISTER & PEPPER

The partners at Tilden, Register & Pepper had impeccable
family backgrounds that assured their success in
Philadelphia society circles, George Wharton Pepper Jr.
(1895-1946) was the son of the famed lawyer and United
States senator, while H. Bartol Register (1886-1956) was
the son of a well-known Main Line doctor. Marmaduke
Tilden Jr. (1883-1957) was born in New York and edu-
cated at Harvard and the Ecole de Beaux Arts. He and
Register established their practice in 1916, enjoying a suc-
cessful residential practice until Pepper joined the firm in
1925. With help from Pepper's father, they secured com-
missions for some significant public and high-rise work
that included Deco-inspired skyscrapers on Walnut Street
in downtown Philadelphia. Pepper and Register took
somewhat different courses following their graduation
from the University of Pennsylvania. Register went to
France for further study in Paris, while Pepper joined the
firm of John T. Windrim, which was well known for work
in the public and utilities sectors. Register entered a short-
lived partnership during which he designed several
residences near his childhood home on the Main Line. The
firm of Tilden, Register & Pepper disbanded in 1936 when
Register left. The other two partners continued in joint
practice until the early 1940,

HORACE TRUMBAUER

Horace Trumbauer (1868-1938) is one of the more interest-
ing figures in American and Philadelphian architecture
history. From a modest family background, and apprentice-
ship at the age of 14 in the Hewitts’ office, he rose to be one
of the most prolific architects in the nation, designing muse-
ums, government and university buildings, and a series of
monumental residences over a period spanning 50 years. His
office was the training ground for several generations of
Philadelphia architects, and over his long career he received
a number of the profession’s highest honors. He was preco-
cious and ambitious, attracting the attention of Anthony
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In 1910, Gopsill's City Directory had two listings for Kate
Castor: '"Solly nr Fkd av. Hbg" and "1842 Erie av. Fkd".

Below, the map shows Kate's name on the larger tract where Stony-
hurst is (arrow), and she owned the quarry where "Holmesburg gran-
ite" was mined for the Holmesburg Granite Company.

The company
operated from that location until the end of the 1930s.

What 1is also indicated on this map are

tracks through the Stonyhurst grounds,
quarry.

the courses of railroad

then bifurcates into the

Apparently there were two mining sites at the quarry for the de-

posits of granite to increase business two-fold.

e _ PLATED

\
Detail, Atlas of the 23rd, 35th, & 41st Wards of the City of Philadelphia, 1910, Plate 19, J. L. Smith
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In summary, Stonyhurst had been a wonderful architectural
example of a Picturesque Gilded Age manor. The creation of archi-
tect George T. Pearson for a successful clothier-turned-politian
U.S. Congressman George A. Castor, Stonyhurst's existence has been
the responsibility of its owners of nearly 100 years, the Trinitari-
an Sisters. All of the qualities which the Picturesque Style en-
tails are at Stonyhurst, especially in what Meeks wrote: "...as a
building seen in the round and from many points of View..."34Planned
at this site to relate to the Pennypack Creek, Stonyhurst's setting
gives the Holmesburg community a visual melody in its '"convexity
and concavity'" of the building's forms with the winding paths and
driveways roaming about the landscape. Everything is carefully
executed for the building to relate to the natural beauty where the
Pennypack widens and nothing--except the view of Stonyhurst--disturbs

what had always been there.

Stonyhurst's historic value to Holmesburg and to the City is
immeasurable and should open more exploration in Northeast Philadel-
phia's range of manor homes.

For these and other reasons, Stonyhurst merits designation.

CelesteA. Morello, MS, MA
November, 2021
(Still during COVID limits.)

34

Meeks, op.cit., p. 233.
35

Meeks cited Robert Adam's Works, 1, 1773.
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CASTOR, George Albert

1855—1906

OFFICE
Representative

STATE/TERRITORY
Pennsylvania

PARTY
Republican

CONGRESS(ES)
58th (1903-1905), 59th (1905-1907)

Biography

CASTOR, George Albert, a Representative from Pennsylvania; born in Holmesburg (a part of the city of Philadelphia), Pa., August 6, 1855;
attended the public schools; entered a cloth house early in life and subsequently became a merchant tailor with large establishments in New York
City, Boston, and Philadelphia; retired from active business pursuits in 1875; unsuccessful candidate for the Republican nomination of
Congressman at Large in 1892; member of the Republican city committee for fifteen years; elected as a Republican to the Fifty-eighth Congress
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Henry Burk; reelected to the Fifty-ninth Congress and served from February 16, 1904, until his death in
Philadelphia, Pa., February 19, 1906; interment in Emanuel Prostestant Episcopal Cemetery, Holmesburg, Pa.

View Record in the Biographical Divectory of the U.S. Congress (http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=Cooo244),

[Top]

Bibliography / Further Reading

United States. Congress (59th, 1st session : 1905-1906). George A. Castor (late a Representative from Pennsylvania) Memorial addresses, Fifty-
ninth Congress, first session, House of Representatives, April 22, 1906. Compiled under the direction of the Joint Committee on Printing.
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1907.
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CongressmanGeorge A,
Castor Dies ar H t'.r;l
Home After an Ill-
ness of Few Months.
Career in Politics

v d A Laeros, whe hml peprosenfed
the Thivd laladelphis disteiet is Con-

geres for (ww yeare, o0 at his honie,
lnn solly steest, Holmesburz, sbiprtiy of |
tey {1 o'eluck penterday sflernoon. ’

For aboat four montés he hml beou |
confined to his home, ssfferfog from ai |
affection of the arteries.  Althongh Ris |
trvends ke that his condition had been
sorious, atinotntomonl of hia death yen-
terday was usespevtet. le sulfeved a
tsuddery rolapse yesterdsy mmrning, and lils
fammily was hastily summoned to his Lol
sude, where they vemmined ontil he |

Conpresstaan Castor 4s the thied il
losaire Philadelphin Congreasmai to dio
shortly after hiy election to the mational
bodr. Hia career closcly parallels that
jof Bokert Foederer and Honry ek, the
taster having hesn My, Caster's imme.
dinte  prodecessor e e [ESIIEY
of the Third Comtressional districs, Like
Foodower and Durk, be began life o4
i peor boy, and after acguining consil
crable wenlth wan stvicken i the prime
of Hte and Lut a few sesrs ufter Leing
elevted o Congrese,

Popular In Cengeess

Although he had been in Congress bt
& slert tiine, baving bean eleotod to the
Viftyeighth  Congress ot Felivoary T,
1004, 1o fill the vacaney cansed by the
death of MHenry Burk, - oA 1
waa one of the st popular members of
the Pennsyivania® delegation. 1lie jovial
usture won hosts of frionds wherever he
went, and ‘when those who knew him
wpoke of him as 8 “hale fellow well met*
they meant omly the best that thnt phrase

te fer o

implies, He won the good will of Speakar | |

Congon  and they * otk becayne fast
friends.
Gearge A, Castor’s sageer ia the slory

of an amlytioas young man who won his

way to prosperity ond popularity. Hegin |

niog his business 1ife as a tailos, be ac
comulated a small fortune, which by dint
of vareful mvestients grew until te-day
fits astate i believed 1o be worth more
than $1,000,000, i
Congresmnan Cistor was born in this

Continusd en Becond Page -Becond Column

| bost aquipped lodges in that vegion.

1 wive the Congresanwn.

OBITUARY

Continued From First Page
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GEORGE A. CASTOR

city on Augnst €, 1855, and he spenti
practicatly all hix lifo here. e was edn- |
cated in (he vublic schiools nnd when u;
young man he opeved a tailor shop, He
made 8 spenialtv of moderately priced
custom  ninda clothing and his businesy
mapidly inerewsed in volume., For meuny
vears be condusted a large establiahment
at Mighth end Chestnut eteects. He retir-
aedl from business some years ago and di

vided his time hetwren looking after his
financial intevets nnd political affsire, in
which he was greatly interested. i

A Leader (n Ward Itallitics

Far many vears lie was the leander of
she Thirty-tisth ward and woes a member
ot the Republican «City  Cammiittee for
fifteen yeara. Afthough a prominent figure
i polities foe more than o soore of years
he refuned ta be w cindidate for any of:
See until 1892, In that year he was a
candidate {or the Republican nomination
for  Capngressman-at-targe, but lost  the
uomination in convention by only twelve
Votes,

When Henvy Durk died he wie nomi-
wited by the Republiesan paety ag Can-
gressman fron the Third District, and
ke was elecled on Fabruary 10, 1904, by
a plumslity of 24847, MHe was recelectod
to the Fifty-ninth Congress, receiving 80,
982 voies to 7,878 for Jokn H. Fow, the
[ Dlemoeratic and Independent candidate,
Congressinen Cestor was nn enthuniatic
| mutomolnlist,  He owsed several fine tour-

| INR cars. Soveral years ago he purchased
1 Cuanp Kilkare, at Lake Placid in the Adi-

It is said ta he oue of 'I.lllm
le
was one of the ldading spirits in the Fel-
lowahip Chab, and attended the dinners
wiven by that popular arganivation,

widow, two daughtera and a son

vatadacks.

ur-
It wis slated last
night at hix home that the funeral will
probubly take plees on Friday, and that

the fist of poltbearers will be annannced
to moryrow,

of George A. Castor.



R o

ermaids,

Fonasteries,

. CHEROKEES

4 S TR

the stories behind

Philadelphia

street names

Rol)ert I. Alotta

? " C‘h‘ C‘ '
Bonus Books, Inc. / // I/ C/




Carpenter Street

Carpenter Street

See Carpenter Lane.

Castor Avenue

The original Castor Road was cut through the farm of
John George Castor (or Gerster), a native of Basel,
Switzerland, who came to Philadelphia in 1736. Ten-
years later, he moved to Germantown. In 1762, he
» purchased 202 acres in Oxford Township.

Though Castor’s road was viewed by the road jury

in 1785, it was not until half a century later that the [

roadway was confirmed, from Oxford Road to Asylum
Road (now Adams Avenue). From 1926 to 1929, Castor

Avenue grew to its present extent, adding Wyoming

Street (from Unity to Adams), N Street (from Erie
Avenue to Cayuga Street), and old Erie Avenue (from
Delaware Avenue to present-day Erie).

John George Castor’s descendents were notable
Philadelphians. They included Jacob, an aide to Lafay-

ette during the Revolution; Thomas, the inventor of the |
double-decker horse carriage; Elwood, also a carriage- °
maker; and Horace W., a prominent Philadelphia archi- §#
tect of the early twentieth century. Other notable mem- -
bers of the family, to whom past historians have given §&
credit for the name, were General George Castor, who o
purchased Tacony Farm, near Frankford Arsenal, and -
- George Albert Castor, a U.S, congressman during the

early twentieth century

Catharine Street

Opened before 1787, the original Catharine Street, ex- &
tending from the Delaware River to Passyunk Road, was
confirmed, at least on paper, by the Court of Quarter &
Sessions in 1790. In 1807, however, a traveler through the & 5
Southwark area noted that “none of the streets below &
South street running westward [are] laid out beyond 5th &

street, and Catharine and Queen streets .
. as far as 2nd street.”

. only.

48

Nine years later, the road jury :

confirmed the street fr
15th Street. By mid-n
assume that Catharine
—and a little further
Kansas Street (Schuyl
was changed to Cathari
present length, from tl
Creek Parkway.
Elusive as most fir,
it is safe to assume-thal
the daughter of Swen ¢
Swanson Street was ni
Southwark area on an e
(see Queen and Christi

Cathedral

See Gravers Lane.

Cayuga St

See Indian Tribes.

Cecil B. Moore was a f
who died in 1979. He w:
flaming cigar in hand an
far away. The black ci
successful drive to integ
sented poor, black clien
would. Longtime presidi
Moore ran for mayor o
ticket in 1967, He receive:
Later, Moore was electe
central North Philadelpt

Support for namir
surfaced after the East I
Drive. Radio talk-show I
with the goods,” gathere
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GEORGE A, CASTOR,

One of the galaxy of Congressmen who are sent to
Washington by the ** Organization.”

affect the present generation; we are not
concerned in men dead for ages but in
the Penroses, Durhams, and McNichols
of to-day, by whom and in whose interest
and “temporal” welfare the ripper bill
was passed.

We may well exclaim, almost despair-
ing of the future, “Save us from our
friends, we can take care of our enemies!”

There has been a decided and, for the
Governor, an unfortunate change in the
good opinion held of him by many of those
who hitherto believed that, while simple-
minded and whimsical, he was a thor-
oughly sincere man, to whom anything
akin to double-facedness must be a
stranger. His “ripper” message is de-
servedly called the act of a vaulting, jug-
gling, maneuvering pretender who, while
he plays into the hands of the powerful
dispensers of office, tries to save a few
shreds of a once proud judicial ermine
by silly allegories and by giving us the

Freemen” of Pennsylvania.

shell as he delivers the oyster to the “ Or-
ganization ”!

The statement that the Governor is to
be rewarded by a place on the Supreme
Court is presumably inaccurate; he
would, under the circumstances, hardly
want to appear as a candidate for any
elective office.

But we must return to our story.

Graft is so much in the Philadelphia
atmosphere that even a Congressman
caught the contagion, and sought to se-
cure damages through the assessment
of a Road Jury for an insignificant revi-
sion of street grades, to the extent of
nearly ten times the original cost of all his
holdings and twice their assessed taxable
value at the time the award was made.

It is probable that the revision of the
grades, instead of damaging him, increas-
cd the value of his land materially, a fact,
however, that both owner and jury seem
to have overlooked.

The history of this attempt to make
the city pay many times the original cost
of a landed estate for the improvement
of the streets that made it marketable
and gave it its chief value, is an interest-
ing one. Prior to May 15, 1896, George
A. Castor, then a private citizen, but now
a member of Congress from the Third
Philadelphia District, bought fifty-one

e

x

lots in the 35th ward, which comprise
his principal resident estate, at an aver-
age price of $225.00 per lot, or a trifle
less than $12,000 for the entire purchase.
On May 15th of that year he transferred
this property to his attorney, W. Nelson
West, for two dollars, and the latter on

the same day transferred it to Mrs. Kate

Castor, wife of the Congressman, in
whose name it now stands. The property
, which

is_said to contain a stone qua
has added greatly to the wealth of the
owner, but be this as it may, the growth
of population in the vicinity of Holmes-
burg, where the land is located, increased

its value at a rapid rate. Mr. Castor’s

large stone residence, at the time the
street grades were revised, three years
later, was assessed at $25,000, forty-two
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acres of farm land at $12,600, and the sep-
arate lots at a sufficient amount to bring
the total taxable assessment to $58,375.

The revised ordinance affected but
three streets, and the main improvement
involved simply the lowering of one drive-
way five or six feet, and the elevating of
another a similar amount. The earth
removed from the land that was above
the strcet lines had to be carted but a
short distance to fill up that which was
below the grade, and at most, probably
cost a very insignificant sum. An ac-
commodating Road Jury, however, after
taking a year to consider Congressman
Castor’s claim for damages, reported
that his land had been injured to the
extent of $104,745.50, or double the
amount of its assessed value! It re-
quired an appeal to the courts on the
part of the Law Department of the City,
and a vigorous contest before a jury of
twelve men, to get this dishonest award
reduced to $65,000, which was still several
thousand dollars above the assessed
taxable valuation of the entire property!
Congressman Castor poses as an official
public servant, who is unselfishly devot-
ing his life to the service of his country.
It is apparent, however, that he has
permitted the taxpayers of Philadelphia
to provide him a liberal sum which heis at
liberty to use if he chooses, for campaign
expenses.

A marvelous and unexplained growth
in the cost of garbage removal consti-
tutes another item of municipal expendi-
tures in which the evidence of graft is too
apparent to be seriously disputed. It
is a well known fact that methods of utili-
izing city garbage, by which the salable
products more than cover the cost of col-
lection and manufacture, have been de-
vised, and are in operation in several of the
large cities. This practical method of
naking one hand wash the other has not
reached poor, boss-ridden Philadelphia.
In proportion as the garbage has grown
more valuable, the cost of collecting has

increased as the following table will
show.
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Photo. by Gutekunast, Phila.

ROBERT DORNAN,

A PROMINENT MANUFACTURRR AND HIGHLY-
RESPECTED CITIZEN,

Who, under oath, charges that the United Gas Improve-
ment Company, th mu};h ita president, Thomas Dolan,
secured the lease of the Philadelphia Gas Works

by the corrupt use of mone%ﬂ These
charges are denled by Mr. Dolan,

The table covers a six-year period from
1900 to 1905 inclusive, and shows the
contract-price paid by the city for the
collection of its garbage each year:

Year. Cost, Year. ("ost.

1900..........83898,500 | 1903..........$516,700
1901........ . 440,923 | 1804... ... .. 536,700
1902.......... 488920 (1905.......... 560,000

The award for 1905 was given in the
face of an offer made in the previous
October, by a company represented by
the late John I). Pessano, which would
have paid the city a material revenue
for the garbage, instead of exacting from
the taxpayers nearly $600,000 for its col-
lection, the total difference between the
two offers, in the city’s favor, amounting
to $718,000. This offer was referred by
the Mayor to Councils, and pigeonholed
by that delectable body in favor of the

old method of advertising for a yearly



MISSIONARY SERVANTS OF THE
MOST BLESSED TRINITY (M.S.B.T.)

History: Founded to meet the
present missionary needs of the
Church, this American community
developed from a lay apostolate
movement begun in 1909 by Father
Thomas A. Judge, C.M. By 1912
some of the Associates were living
a community life with private
vows. From this group grew the
religious congregation which was
canonically erected by Rome in
1932, and raised to a pontifical

status in 1958.

Purpose: The sisters have con-
tinued the development of the lay
apostolate movement by which
they endeavor to increase their own
missionary effectiveness and also
prepare lay people to assume their
unique place in the ranks of the
Church’s missionaries. From two
hundred mission centers in twenty-
three dioceses in the United States
and also Latin America, over five
hundred sisters extend their services to the needy and abandoned. The
sisters and lay-associates work out from these centers, visting the homes
in the areas of each in an effort to strengthen Christian family life through
missionary case-work. They provide religious instruction to shut-ins, re-
tarded, deaf, blind, and conduct mission schools, clinics, a hospital, and
other social services.

Spiritual Life: The religious exercises include Holy Mass, one-half
hour of meditation, periods of adoration, spiritual reading, and other
community prayers and devotions.

Training Program: The one-year postulancy is followed by the canon-
ical novitiate year, and the two-year Sister-Formation program, in which
a basic liberal arts college curriculum is taken. This is supplemented by
initial courses in specific missionary principles and techniques.

Qualifications:

* Age: 16 to 30.
* Completion of high school.
* Entrance date: August 5.

Habit: The sisters wear a black tailored dress and a white collar
with a pin bearing the community emblem.
Write to: Missionary Cenacle
3501 Solly Street
Philadelphia 36, Pennsylvania
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New Mother Missianary Cenacle of the Missionary Bervants of
the Dost Blessed Trinity, Holmesburg
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Cardina]l Will Officiate at Cere-

mony in New Home Acquired
by Mother Micsionary Cenacle
at 3521 Solly Street

Helmeshurg  Property Becomes
Central Heuse of Order
Destruction of
in Alabama

Sinee
Headguarters

1
— 1
The formal opening and dedica-!
tion of the new rmotherhouse of thn!
Missionary Servanis of the Most
Blessed Trinity will be held on Sun-
day, September 18 Mass will bhe
celebrated by His Kminence, at §
o'clock. Benediction of the Most
Blessed &acrament will be given on
the grounds at 4 P, M. by the Right
Rev. Monsignor John J. Bonner,
D. D,

The Missionary Zervants of the
Most Blessed Trinity who came to
this diocese from the Houth in May,
1931, have acguired the former f"ac
tor estate at Frankford avenue
Solly streef, Holmesburg, fo hé ured
__flﬁr—mot“ﬁﬁ'ﬁi]‘;é"and novitiate.

This American Community of Mis-
sionary Sisters was founded in Ala-
bama sixteen years ago. The ohject
of their work is tne preservaiion ofj
the H®aith in the most abandoneu
fields in the United States and Puletol
Rico. In and out of the homes of
the poor, visiting the sick in the
city, or out in desolate country dis-
tricts instructing children in their
religion, taling census in crowded
tenements these Sisters are to be
found busy in theivr work of charity.

Alabama

Iouse Burned

A
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Mother Cenacl
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e of Trinity |

Nuns Blessed by Cardinal

New Headquarters Will Alsol
Serve as Motherhouse and’

Novitiate of Order Recently’
From Southland

Special Work of Religion and

Charity Performed by Com-
munity for dick, Poor and.
Childeen

After struggles, oprivations and

hardships, not the least of which was
the destruction by fire of their
motherhouse in the southland, the
Missionary Servants «of the Most
Blessed Trinity had the joy of as-
sisting at the dedication of their
new Mother Missionary Cenacle st
Holmesbury last Sunday.
The building, which

-

will he a,%

Alabama House Burned

Not long beiore they came to Phila-
delphla. their motherhouse in Ala-
bama burned to the ground leaving
them destitute, and homeless. It be-
came necassary for them to lock else-

where to re-establish their mother-
‘house. Cardinal Dougherty extended

to them the hospitality of the diocese
and they established themselves temni-
porarily &t 5200 Wynnefield avenue,
until 5 more permanent place could
be secured. The purpose of these Sis-
ler# is well known to the peonle of
Philadelphia. through their work at
the Catholic Children’s Bureau.

i
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New Headquarters Wil Also
Serve as Motherhouse and
Novitiate of Order Recently
From Sounthland

Special Work of Religion and
Charity Performed by Com.

munity for Sick, Poor and!

Children

After struggles,
hardships, not the le
the destruction
motherhouse in
Missionary Seyv
Blessed Trinit
sisting at th
new Mothep
Holmesburg last Sunday,

The building, which
novitiate as well as gz m
was formerly the Castor
is situated on a large tra
at Frankford avenus and
It has been improved an
a chapel has been add
necessary alterations fo
community house made,

Cardinal Blesses Buj

His Eminence, the Most Rev, Arch- |
blshop, blessed the building on Sun- |
day at & o'elock and celebrated Mass |
in the chapel. He was assisted by

privations and
ast of which was
by fire of their
the southland, the
ants ~of the Most
¥ had the joy of as-
e dedication of theiy
Missionary Cenacla at

will be a
otherhouse,
mansion and
ct of ground
Bolly street.
d renovated,
ed, and the

Iding |

the Rev. Dr, Francis T, Furey
and the Rev, Theophane Mulroy,
M. 8B, BS. T. orf Washington, D, ¢,

After the Faly Sacrifice had been
offerad, His Eminonce addressed the
Slsters, congratulating them upon the
acquisition of the Property,

A large number of visiting Sisters
and the laity assisted at the Mass,
The house was then open to the pub-
He and during the day hundreds of
people from the city and Frankford
inspected the building. ‘

Sermon angd Benediction

In the afternoon an inspiring ser-
mon was delivered by founder of
the_congregation, the Rev, Thomas‘

- Judge, C. M., M. 8. §§ T. Solemn |

for the temporary |
Rev: Mnns!gnarl
. diocesan super-
%, was the cele- |

The Right
John J, Eonner, D.D
intendent of school
brant, The Rev,
S T L,
John J, McMenami

n was sub-deacon:l
Brother James, M. 5. 88. T, was
censor bearer,

This American Community of Mis.
slonary Sisters was founded in Ala.
Ama. sixteen years non —mrT -

————
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Text of Address
by His Eminence
at the Dedication

|

Your Reverend Mother, in view of
this special occasion, has just asked
me to say a few words; and what
should I say except that it hasg given
me the greatest pleasure, my dear
Sisters, to find You in possession of
S0 beautiful a property? Your prayers

“|main fleld and

Seph 4o ifre

dren had it not been that Gont iy
mercy has raised up so many &f
hoods, which devote themselve
(various needs; some to eduea

|some to the care of orphans of

| to hospital work and others eri
soclal work, which constitules
your principal
tribution to Religion. You sye
latest Aowering of the Chuveh in
country., You have been provident
raised up to deal with problems ;
ing from the dangers of modern
particularly the safe-guarding
care of children and young wor
beset with temptations ane hiras
love of pleasure,

that God might guide you to make a
good choice of g Motherhouse h
manifestly been heard. I am aston- !
ished at the appropriateness of the?
location, the large and beautifu] |
building and the spacious grounds,
God is giving you, even here be-
low, some reward for the sacrifices
you have made, are making and are
to make, He hag guided your bark
into a safe ang beautiful havern,

Now that your Congregation has
received the approvar of our Holy
Father, it will doubtless continue to
pbrogress, to spread and bear fruit;
as it has up to the present. I beg
t, your
you to

ave |

Mother General and each of

receive my congratulations,
Your brayers, your worls, your self-

sacrifice should make of this snnt

ATa Af Wt .

' supplies in vocations and 1

‘section of the Uniteq St

New Base of Suppiies

After making known to 7ou
your practical experience thr ne
of the Southland, God has bren
you to this section of our Cauy
that vou may make it your base
note
help. On the principle that ap &1
can not succeed unless it keeps
contact with its bass of supplies, »
Sisters have been led by the k.
of God to locate in the nertheust,
ates, in wh
meansg m.
more num

Catholicity is strong,
plentiful and vocations
ous,

It only remains for me, my dc
Sisters, to repeat what I have ¢
you on other occasions, that it w
be a pleasure for me to CO-Oper:
with you and to do my utmost to :
you. Your Congregation has he

nNovwrlee w3.





