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ADDRESS: 1533-41 N 16TH ST 
Name of Resource: Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
Proposed Action: Rescission 
Property Owner: Allegheny East Conference of Seventh-Day Adventist 
Nominator: Historical Commission 
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: The Historical Commission is considering whether to remove the property at 1533-
41 N. 16th Street from the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The Historical Commission 
designated the property at the southeast corner of 16th and Oxford Streets on 1 July 1982, along 
with several other buildings on the 1500-block of N. 16th Street. At the time of designation, a late 
nineteenth-century church stood on the site. The nomination explains that the building was 
erected for the Reformed Episcopal Church of Our Redeemer. It further explains that church 
was later occupied by two Armenian congregations before the Allegheny East Conference of 
Seventh-Day Adventist purchased it in 1966. A Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form in 
the Historical Commission’s files, prepared by Michael Lewis in 1984, identifies the architect of 
the church as Frank Watson and dates the building to 1893. 
 
Newspaper reports indicate that the church building suffered a massive five-alarm fire in 
October 1991. The fire was started by workers using a propane torch to install a new roof. The 
church building was demolished shortly after the fire to abate the dangerous condition. A new 
church was erected on the site in the late 1990s, apparently without the Historical Commission’s 
review or approval. A site plan for the new church in the Historical Commission’s files includes 
the following hand-written note: “Plan of new church; designated building burned four years ago 
& new plans never forwarded to the PHC for approvals 8/15/2000.” The Historical Commission’s 
staff discovered that the historic church building had been lost to fire 30 years ago but that the 
address remained on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places during a recent, routine review 
of records and is requesting that the Historical Commission consider rescinding its designation. 
 
Section 5.14.b.1.a of the Historical Commission’s Rules & Regulations stipulates that the 
Commission may rescind the designation of a building and remove its entry from the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places if the resource has ceased to satisfy the Criteria for 
Designation because the qualities that caused its original entry have been lost or destroyed. 
While the property was designated prior to the adoption of the current historic preservation 
ordinance and its Criteria for Designation, the nomination indicates that the church was 
designated for its architectural qualities, which were lost with the fire and subsequent 
demolition. The role of the Committee on Historic Designation in reviews such as this one is to 
determine whether the qualities that caused original entry of the property on the Register have 
been lost or destroyed or, in other words, whether the property has ceased to satisfy the criteria 
that led to its original designation. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the Historical Commission find the 
resource has ceased to satisfy the Criteria for Designation because the qualities that caused its 
original entry have been lost or destroyed, and that it rescind the designation of 1533-41 N. 16th 
Street and remove it from the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places, pursuant to Section 
5.14.b.1.a of the Historical Commission’s Rules & Regulations. 
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The church at 1533-41 N. 16th Street, looking northeast from 16th Street, 26 April 1982. 
 

 
The church at 1533-41 N. 16th Street, looking southwest from Oxford Street, June 1982. 
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A current view of the North Philadelphia Seventh-Day Adventist Church from the corner of 16th 
and Oxford Streets. The church building was designed by architect Lester Rosenwinkel and 
constructed about 1998. 
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Inquirer, 11 October 1991, pg. 11. 
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Inquirer, 11 October 1991, pg. 1. 
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TBE MINUTES OF THE 2~b STATED MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Present: 

1 July 1982 

F. Otto Baas, Ch~irman 

F. Otto Baae, Cnairman of the Commission 
Janet S. ~lein, Vice Chairman of the Commission 
Edvard Pinkowski 
John Taxin 
Joseph w. Brown, Commissioner, Department of Public Property 
Val C. Mogensen, Executive Assistant Director of Finance 
Frank Thomas, EQq., Deputy City Solicitor, Law Department 
Richard Tyler, Historian 
Patricia Siemiontkowski, Architectural Historian 
Jefferson M. Moak, Executive Secretary 

Unless otherwise noted, all actions taken herein are the 
results of motions correctly made, seconded and carried, 

The Minut~s of th~ Stated Meeting of th■ Philadelphia Historiasl 
Commiaaio~ held on 3 June 1982 were revie~ed, approved and 
directed to be filed. 

The Report of the Architectural Committee of the Philadelphia 
Bisto.:-ietil Co111.~ission for 16 June 1982, Harbert ·w. Levy, A.I.A., 
Chairman. The Co•mittee's Report for 16 Jun-e 1982 was reviaved 
aud amended to include Janet Klein's name in the list of those 
present. Subject to this ameud~ent, the 15 Juce 1982 report was 
approved aud directed to be filed vi~h Che official copy of the 
Miu":&tat1. 

The Report of the Commitcee on Certification for 15 June 1982, 
Edvard Pinkowski, Chairman. The 15 Juna 1?82 raport was 
ravieved and the following action taken. 

Each of the b~ildings liated below vs~ c~nsidared, individually, 
and approved for certification: 

1501-lSOJ N. 16th Street 
1505 N. 16th Street 
1507 N. 16th Street 
1309 N. 16th Street 
1511 N. 16th Street 
1515-1517 N. 16th Street 
1519-1521 N. 16th Straet 
1523 N. 16th Street 
1525 N. 16th Street 
1527-1529 N. 16th Streat 
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1531 N. 16th Street 
1533-1541 N. 16th Street 
1522 N. 16th Stxeet 
l.524 IL 16th Street 
lS26 N. 16th Street 
1530 Ill. 16th Street 

The 'Report on Philadelphia Historical Com,r,iaai.on Staff Activities 
for June. 1982, Richaxd Tyler, Historian. Mr, Tyler's report 
was reviewed, approved and directed t~ be fll~d with the offieial 
copy of the Minutes. 

NEIJ l!USIH:&SS 

Additional Proposals for Certification - 1 July 1982, Richard Tyler, 
Historian. 

Mz-. Tyler prea<anl:ed to the Co~l'llise:f.on a propoiu,1 for the 
certific&tion of se~en building@ in the e.ixteen hundred block of 
Locust Street. They include: 

1629 Locust Street: Edward C, ~nigiit, Jr., Residance 
1631 Loeust Straet and 1533 Locust Streat: Alfred C. 

Harrison Houses 
1635-1637 Loaast Str~at, a.k.e., 235 s. 17th Street: 

Charlton Yarnell aouee 
1630 Locust Street: Jaaee D. Markoe Residenca 
24S an& 247 South l1~h Street: Edward a. Wood Rouses 

Cul July 1982, th~ etaf! coaplet~d tba st~ndard descriptive and 
evaluative report en tba9e sev~n proper~i~a. According to this 
report, the builditt3s poaa~ss aigniflcsaa ■ f~r their individual 
architectural qualiti~s and m~ri~. their aseociat1on with 
notabl~ archltacts and &~jor clvl~ and busines& leaders in 
Phlladalphia, and tbei~ contribution to tb~ •~bience of St. 
M~rk's Church, a National Registe~ prop~rty. In addition. the 
hfgtoric sites survey ceud~ct~d iu 1980 f@~ th~ Pauusylvania 
Buraau for Historic Preser•ation foand th~t tb~y qualified for 
entry on the Nation~l Register of Historic Plae~a. Pollowlng 
cousaltation with Edw,ird Pinkowski, Cb.a.ii:·!lt:1n of the Coaaittee 
on Certifieatiou, tha staff polle~ th~ aembor3 of the Coaaittea. 
They unanimously approvad the subsia~io~ of the seven buildings 
to the Commission for certification. 

Following soao discussion, th~ Comnissiou reviewed each of the 
noalnations aeparetaly en?. voted to ceTtify the following 
l>mildiugs: 
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1629 Locust Street: Edward C. Knight. Jr,, Residence 
1631 Lcoust Street and 1633 Locust Street: Alfred C. 

Harrison Houses 
1635-1637 Locust Street, a.k.a., 235 S. 17th Street: 

Charlton Yarnall Bouse 
1630 Locust Street: James B. Markoe Residence 

Action on 245-247 South 17th Street was tabled owing to 
the apparently deteriorated condition of the building and 
referred back to the Coamittee on Certification for a 
recoaaendation. Three Commission aeabers voted in favor of the 
tabling; Mr. Pinkowski and Mrs. ~lain opposed this action. 

The Commission also discussed the problea of inereasing · 
development pressures threatening historically and architecturally 
signific~nt buildings in the Rittenhouse Square area and the 
need to curvey, evaluate and certify those buildinge worthy 
of preservation. A motion directing the Commission staff to 
undertake a study of the Rittenhouse Square area and to prepare 
a list of buildings for certification in priority order was 
made. Thie motion was seconded and carried. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Siemiontkovski 
Architecturel Historian 














