
ADDRESS: 319 N 19TH ST AND 312 N 18TH ST  
Name of Resource: John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Nominator: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the properties at 319 N. 19th Street and 312 
N. 18th Street, now collectively known as John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School, as 
historic and list them on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. Located in the Logan 
Square neighborhood, the school’s buildings were constructed in 1911 and 1914. Under 
Criterion A, the nomination argues that John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School represents 
the first Catholic girls’ high school in the United States and played an important part in the 
development of the city’s educational system in response to the demands of an industrializing 
economy. Under Criterion E, the nomination contends that the building at 319 N. 19th Street was 
designed by one of Philadelphia’s leading architects of ecclesiastical buildings, the firm of 
Ballinger & Perrot. The firm designed numerous Roman Catholic and Methodist Episcopalian 
churches and parish schools, influencing the development of the city. The period of significance 
begins in 1911, the year the school began construction, and ends in 2021, when the school is 
scheduled to close as announced by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia in November 2020. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 319 N. 19th Street and 312 N. 18th Street, satisfies Criterion A, and 319 N. 19th Street 
satisfies Criterion E. 
 

    

Figure 1: 319 N 19th St. Original high 
school building constructed in 1911. 

Figure 2: 312 N 18th St. Parish School building 
constructed in 1914. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION  
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

  
30 AUGUST 2021, 9:30 A.M.  
REMOTE MEETING ON ZOOM  
EMILY COOPERMAN, CHAIR  

  
CALL TO ORDER  
  
START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 00:00:00  
  
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. The following Committee members joined 
her:  

  
Committee Member  Present  Absent  Comment  

Emily Cooperman, Ph.D., chair  X      
Suzanna Barucco   X    
Jeff Cohen, Ph.D.  X    
Bruce Laverty  X   

 

Elizabeth Milroy, Ph.D.    X   
  
* Owing to public health concerns surrounding the COVID-19 virus, all Committee members, 
staff, and public attendees participated in the meeting remotely via Zoom video and audio-
conferencing software.  
  
The following staff members were present:  

Jon Farnham, Executive Director 
Kim Chantry, Historic Preservation Planner III  
Laura DiPasquale, Historic Preservation Planner II  
Shannon Garrison, Historic Preservation Planner I  
Meredith Keller, Historic Preservation Planner II  
Allyson Mehley, Historic Preservation Planner II  
Leonard Reuter, Esq., Law Department  
Megan Schmitt, Historic Preservation Planner II  

  
The following persons attended the online meeting:  

Celeste Morello 
Janette Davis 
Bill Hallahan 
Donah Beale 
Michelle Fondi 
Kevin Chun 
Mary Beth Lederer Baranosky 
Adrian Trevisan 
Oscar Beisert 
Ava Boyle 
Valerie Smith 
Bernadette Cole 
Becca Dennis 
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ADDRESS: 319 N 19TH ST AND 312 N 18TH ST  
Name of Resource: John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Nominator: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the properties at 319 N. 19th Street and 312 
N. 18th Street, now collectively known as John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School, as 
historic and list them on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. Located in the Logan 
Square neighborhood, the school’s buildings were constructed in 1911 and 1914. Under 
Criterion A, the nomination argues that John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School represents 
the first Catholic girls’ high school in the United States and played an important part in the 
development of the city’s educational system in response to the demands of an industrializing 
economy. Under Criterion E, the nomination contends that the building at 319 N. 19th Street was 
designed by one of Philadelphia’s leading architects of ecclesiastical buildings, the firm of 
Ballinger & Perrot. The firm designed numerous Roman Catholic and Methodist Episcopalian 
churches and parish schools, influencing the development of the city. The period of significance 
begins in 1911, the year the school began construction, and ends in 2021, when the school is 
scheduled to close as announced by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia in November 2020. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
properties at 319 N. 19th Street and 312 N. 18th Street satisfy Criterion A, and the property at 
319 N. 19th Street satisfies Criterion E. 
 
START TIME IN ZOOM RECORDING: 01:43:40 
 

PRESENTERS:  
• Ms. Mehley presented the nomination to the Committee on Historic Designation.  
• Patrick Grossi, Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia, represented the 

nomination. 
• Attorney Tony Forte represented the property owner.  

  
DISCUSSION:  

• Mr. Forte stated that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia is not taking a formal position in 
support or opposition of the nomination as it believes it is premature to reach a final 
determination on the nomination. He explained that the Archdiocese just closed the 
school in June and is now actively investigating the feasibility of a preservation-
oriented redevelopment and adaptive reuse of the property. Mr. Forte said when its 
investigation is complete, it will have a much better idea of the type of limits, if any, 
the designation should include. He noted, for example, adaptive reuse may require 
some flexibility for alterations along the much less ornamented Carlton Street facade. 
He continued that in this case, the Historical Commission may adopt a designation 
that specifically acknowledges the lesser significance of that facade. Mr. Forte added 
that an adaptive reuse may require alterations to the Parish School building while 
fully preserving the original Hallahan High School building, something that would 
require the Commission to take a much harder look at the nomination of the Parish 
School building. He continued that since it does not know these answers yet, it 
cannot determine the extent to which it would request a narrowing of the designation, 
or what type of flexibility should be included in it. 
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• Mr. Forte said that, in the Archdiocese’s opinion, the nomination has one glaring 
deficiency. He pointed out that it seeks to nominate both the original Hallahan High 
School building and the adjacent Parish School building as if they are of similar 
significance. Mr. Forte said that a critical reading of the nomination clearly shows that 
this is a case of apples and oranges. He noted that, while the original high school 
building may arguably have significance under Criterion A, as Philadelphia's first 
diocesan Catholic girls’ high school, the same cannot be said of the Parish School. 
Mr. Forte contended that it was built as a parish elementary school, not unlike scores 
of other parochial schools around city. He pointed out the fact that simply because 
Hallahan High School began to expand into the adjacent building as its space needs 
grew, this does not give the expansion space a similar claim to significance. Mr. 
Forte pointed out that the Parish School was not built for that purpose and was never 
intended to be connected to the high school. He said the fact that overflowing 
enrollment resulted in a makeshift expansion into the second and third floors of the 
next-door building does not give the other building a claim of history the same as the 
original high school building. Mr. Forted noted that, at its peak enrollment in the 
1930s, Hallahan had a network of annexes around the city at other schools, where 
Hallahan students would spend their ninth grade at another parish school, while still 
enrolled at Hallahan. He added that, by the same logic used in the nomination, all 
those annexes would qualify under Criterion A, and as stated earlier, the nomination 
does not even claim that the Parish School meets Criterion E. Mr. Forte contended 
that the Parish School only claims to meet one criterion, Criteria A, by bootstrapping 
to the historic significance of its adjacent building. 

• Mr. Forte continued that the nomination incorrectly states that Hallahan was the first 
Catholic girls’ high school in America. He stated that this is not true. He noted that 
the nomination offers no evidence to support its claim as the first Catholic girls’ high 
school in the United States. Mr. Forte said that, as he understands it, the first was 
Ursuline Academy in New Orleans founded in 1727. He continued that many other 
Catholic girls’ schools were founded before Hallahan. Mr. Forte explained that in the 
Philadelphia area there were numerous private Catholic girls’ high schools founded 
in the 1800s, such as Mount Saint Joseph Academy in 1858, Gwynedd Mercy 
Academy in 1861, and Sacred Heart Academy in 1869. Mr. Forte said the distinction 
Hallahan can claim is being the first diocesan Catholic girls’ high school. He pointed 
out that the nomination was not clear about this and seems to try to hide this fact. 

• Mr. Forte pointed out that the nomination does not address the many non-historic 
alterations and interventions such as the replacement of exterior windows and doors, 
and other changes. He acknowledged that the building is in otherwise good condition 
and is a testament to the stewardship of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia over the 
past century plus. Mr. Forte noted these alterations are certainly relevant to the 
Committee’s review. Mr. Forte contended that another consideration in determining 
whether these buildings should be designated together as one package; they were 
never intended to be connected to each other. Mr. Forte pointed out that the floors 
are at different levels, at such a steep slope that no ADA access from one to the 
other is feasible without the addition of several new elevators. He said that the 
existing bridge only connects the buildings at a couple points and requires climbing a 
set of stairs on the bridge to go from one building to the other. Mr. Forte noted that it 
is this type of accessibility issue that may determine whether these two buildings 
remain connected in the future as part of some adaptive reuse. He added that the 
buildings lack modern HVAC, loading and service areas, as well as elevators. Mr. 
Forte stated that any adaptive reuse will likely require some significant interventions 
to create a modern, efficient facility. 
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• Mr. Forte said that, as he has previously discussed with the Committee and 
Historical Commission, the Archdiocese is engaged in the arduous work of exploring 
avenues that are not the easiest or most obvious options but require more deliberate 
and thoughtful outreach and consultation. Mr. Forte reiterated that his client is 
requesting that the Historical Commission temporarily withhold any final decision on 
the nomination. Mr. Forte concluded that as the owner continues to work on potential 
options for a preservation-oriented redevelopment and to identify the type of flexibility 
that may be needed to make such a redevelopment feasible. 

• Mr. Cohen stated that the Historical Commission’s process is a kind of a democratic 
process, and it seems that there is a tremendous amount of interest in preserving 
these buildings. He stated he takes that quite seriously, not just from the voices 
present speaking at the meeting, but from the emails submitted to the Commission, 
and from the groups on social media. Mr. Cohen acknowledged there is a lot of 
attachment to both buildings. He noted that he takes this as a primary point but also 
asserted that the nomination makes quite compelling arguments for Criteria A and E. 
Mr. Cohen noted that, as Mr. Forte pointed out, Criterion A primarily relates to the 
main building and not the Parish School, at least as originally constructed, and it 
looks like Criterion E has been qualified to only refer to the work of Ballinger & Perrot 
as it relates to 319 N. 19th Street only and not the Parish School as well. Mr. Cohen 
said he feels the public support is behind the retention, preservation, and protection 
of both buildings, so he is not quite sure how address this issue.  

• Ms. Cooperman said that Criterion A is applicable to the ex-Cathedral Parish School 
because of its institutional use. She added that the period of significance is proposed 
to begin in 1911 and end in 2021 when the school is closed. That covers the change 
in use of the Parish School. 
o Mr. Laverty said he agrees with Ms. Cooperman on this point. 
o Mr. Cohen said he was glad to hear this because otherwise the job is more 

complicated. 
• Ms. Cooperman stated that she does not think that designation criteria must apply to 

every portion of the property, noting that they have encountered that with several 
previous nominations. She stated that she appreciated the public comment 
suggesting Criterion J and she also thinks it is applicable here and that there is larger 
significance to the city. She stated that there is significance to particular 
constituencies, the students and families of the students who have who have 
attended Hallahan. 

• Mr. Cohen said he thinks the word “community” in Criterion J can be interpreted in 
two ways, those immediately in the local community, but also as a community of 
people who attended the school. Ms. Cooperman agreed. 

• Mr. Cohen raised Criterion H, as it was proposed earlier in public comment. He noted 
that it appears to be on a square but pointed out it is not an intentional public square 
but rather facing a parking lot. The Committee members agreed that there eventually 
will be a building in that location. Mr. Cohen suggested that Criterion H would not 
apply in this situation. He agreed with adding Criterion J. 

• Mr. Cohen noted that one of issues raised by Mr. Forte is the nomination’s claim of 
being the first girls’ Catholic school. He pointed out that a few terms like “diocesan” 
and “four-year” could be added for greater clarification. Ms. Cooperman also pointed 
out that Louisiana was not within the United States in the eighteenth century. 

• Mr. Cohen raised Mr. Forte’s concerns about physical changes to the building. He 
pointed out that the nomination includes a good record of the original buildings 
through historic photographs. Mr. Cohen noted a historic photograph on page 41 that 
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shows the original fenestration pattern of the windows within the large openings that 
have since been modernized with horizontal windows. He said that the photograph 
on page 41 shows that it was really a light filled place as much as it was meant to be 
a classical box and they made the original windows as big as they could. Mr. Cohen 
added that you can see how the architects were really attempting to marry classicism 
with modernity in an adventurous way. 

• Ms. Cooperman stated that the design speaks to the importance of Philadelphia's 
industry. She said this is not a factory and it was never intended to look like a factory, 
but the industrial scale windows are ones that speak to Ballinger & Perrot and their 
background and their strengths in building institutions. Mr. Laverty agreed and added 
that the architects had plenty of experience in getting light into workspaces and so 
getting light into classroom spaces would have been easy for them. 

• Ms. Cooperman returned to concerns about whether Hallahan was the first Catholic 
Girls’ High School in the United States or not. She said that in the historical 
significance business just because you are first does not mean you are important 
necessarily and that she thinks the Committee has very ample documentation that 
speaks to the significance of this institution in women’s education in the city, if not 
the country. She added that the argument of being first or not, is not insignificant, but 
it is not the building’s most salient feature. 

• Mr. Cohen complimented the nominators on finding the early rendering of the Parish 
School building. He noted that the Parish Building was clearly the smaller of the two. 
Mr. Cohen pointed out that it has a giant order above a tall basement and is a 
dignified expression, even a monumental expression. He continued that, in a way, it 
provides a foil for the high school.  

• Mr. Cohen pointed out that Criteria A and E are on the table with the possibility of 
adding Criterion J. He asked Ms. Cooperman and Mr. Laverty if they felt there was 
enough in the nomination to support Criterion J. Ms. Cooperman agreed there is 
enough to support Criterion J. Mr. Laverty agreed with adding Criterion J as well. 

• Mr. Cohen said the nomination is extraordinarily well researched and well presented. 
• Mr. Laverty said he would like to commend all the people who sent letters and emails 

in support of the nomination. He stated that, in his 21 years on the Committee, he 
had never seen this kind of overwhelming response in support of a nomination. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  

• Suzanne Edinger supported the nomination. Ms. Edinger pointed out that 593 emails 
and letters of support for designation were currently posted on the Historical 
Commission’s web site. 

• Celeste Morello supported the nomination. 
• Seamus Carney supported the nomination. Mr. Carney proposed designating the 

buildings for Criterion H in addition to Criteria A and E. 
• Danielle Giangreco supported the nomination. 
• Lorraine Rocci supported the nomination. 
• Jana Monaco supported the nomination. 
• Chris Gibbons supported the nomination. Mr. Gibbons stated he is the president of 

Roman Catholic High School’s alumni association and an officer with the American 
Catholic Historical Society. He noted the special connection between Hallahan and 
Roman Catholic as brother and sister schools. 

• Dorothy Burton supported the nomination. 
• Bill Hallahan supported the nomination. Mr. Hallahan stated that he is direct 

descendent of John Hallahan and Mary McMichan. 
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• Kevin Chun supported the nomination. 
• Janette Davis supported the nomination. 
• Jim Marino supported the nomination. Mr. Marino said he is second vice president of 

Roman Catholic High School’s alumni association. He pointed out that Hallahan was 
the first diocesan high school for girls in Philadelphia like Roman’s Catholic being the 
first diocesan high school for boys. Mr. Marino explained that being a diocesan 
school made them distinct from private Catholic schools at the time. He noted that 
diocesan high schools charged no tuition until the 1970s and therefore made a 
Catholic high school education attainable to all prospective students regardless of 
their social or financial background. 

  
COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS:  
The Committee on Historic Designation found that: 

• Both 319 N. 19th Street and 312 N. 18th Street satisfy Criteria for Designation as the 
original high school building and Parish School building were used as a single 
institution for an extended length of time within the proposed period of significance. 

• Although greater clarity is needed about the claim that Hallahan High School is the 
first all-girls Catholic high in the United States, the Committee believes there is 
ample documentation that speaks to the significance of this institution in women’s 
education in the city, if not the country.  

• Ballinger & Perrot’s 1911 design of 319 N. 19th Street combined classicism with 
modernism to create a light-filled modern school building. 

• The nomination’s research and documentation support Criterion J in addition to 
Criteria A and E.  
 

The Committee on Historic Designation concluded that: 
• John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School represents the first four-year diocesan 

Catholic girls’ high school in Philadelphia and possibly the United States. The school 
played an important part in the development of the city’s educational system in 
response to the demands of an industrializing economy, satisfying Criterion A.  

• The building at 319 N. 19th Street was designed by one of Philadelphia’s leading 
architects of ecclesiastical buildings, the firm of Ballinger & Perrot. The firm designed 
numerous Roman Catholic and Methodist Episcopalian churches and parish schools, 
influencing the development of the city, satisfying Criterion E.  

• John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School exemplifies the cultural, social, and 
historical heritage of Philadelphia and the Catholic community. 
 

COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION: The Committee on Historic 
Designation voted to recommend that the nomination demonstrates that the properties at 319 N. 
19th Street and 312 N. 18th Street satisfy Criteria for Designation A and J, and the property at 
319 N. 19th Street also satisfies Criterion E. 
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ITEM: 319 N. 19th St and 312 N. 18th St 
MOTION: Satisfies Criteria A and J (both buildings) and E (319 N. 19th St. only) 
MOVED BY: Cohen 
SECONDED BY: Laverty 

VOTE  
Committee Member  Yes  No  Abstain  Recuse  Absent  

Emily Cooperman, chair  X         
Suzanna Barucco          X 
Jeff Cohen  X        
Bruce Laverty  X         
Elizabeth Milroy          X 

Total  3        2 
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Appendix B 
 

(Source:  Joe Walsh, Friends of Matthias Baldwin Park) 
 

  
















