
1816 Delancey Pl
Philadelphia Historical Commission

October/November 2021 

ADDRESS: 1816 DELANCEY PL  
Proposal: Construct roof deck and pilot house  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Steve and Doreen Merkt  
Applicant: Christina Carter, John Milner Architects, Inc.  
History: 1855  
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Rittenhouse Fitler Historic District, Contributing, 2/8/1995  
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes to construct a roofdeck and pilot house on the main block
of the rowhouse at 1816 Delancey Place. An application for a similar but larger deck was 
approved for this property in 2014. That approval directed the staff to review a mock-up for the
visibility of the deck from the street. That deck was not constructed. Owing to the property’s 
height and position mid-block on a relatively narrow street, the application postulates that the 
deck will not be visible from the public right-of-way. Existing rooftop condensing units, which are 
located near the front edge of the roof, are not visible. 

SCOPE OF WORK:
Construct roof deck

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:

decks or terraces, dormers, or skylights when required by a new or continuing use 
so that they are inconspicuous and minimally visible on the site and from the public right-
of-way and do not damage or obscure character-defining historic features.

o The proposed deck and associated construction on the flat roof will not damage 
or obscure character-defining features of the property. Owing to the property’s 
height and mid-block location and the narrowness of the street, the deck is likely 
to be inconspicuous if not invisible from the public right-of-way. The staff can 
determine visibility through review of an on-site mock-up.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided a mock-up determines that the deck and 
associated rooftop structures will be inconspicuous from the public right-of-way, pursuant to the 
Roofs Guideline. 
 



 
 
October 12, 2021 
 
 
Laura DiPasquale 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
Room 576, City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 
Submitted via email: preservation@phl.gov 
 
Re: 1816 Delancey Street – Roof Deck 
  
Dear Laura: 
 
Please find enclosed documents pertaining to the proposed roof deck at 1816 Delancey Street which we are 
submitting for review at the next Architectural Committee session on October 26, 2021.  As you know, a 
fairly elaborate roof deck and pilothouse project was approved by the previous owner in 2014 but was never 
constructed. The new owners are proposing a more modest pilot house and roof deck as presented in the 
attached documents.  We are requesting final approval.  
 
This project proposes the following: 

 Installation of new custom wood stair from 4th floor to roof utilizing existing stair opening at the 
roof which was completed in a separate project. 

 Installation of a pilot house to accommodate the new stair, maximum 10 feet above roof. 
 Installation of a new pedestal-supported roof deck including porcelain pavers, metal railings with 

wood cap, built-in fireplace, wood arbor, and moveable grill and planters. 
 Extension of plumbing vents to meet building code requirements. 

 
We have studied the sight lines along Delancey Place and Panama Street and have noted that the existing 
condensers at both the front and rear of the building are not visible from the streets. The deck and associated 
structures are set back from the existing condensers and therefore we believe the proposed construction will 
not be visible.  We will confirm this with PHC staff on site as well. 
 
We have included plans, sections and elevations of the proposed deck along with existing contextual photos 
and proposed materials in our application.  We appreciate your consideration of our submission. Please feel 
free to contact us if you have any questions or require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christina Carter, AIA 
Senior Associate  
 
Enclosure 
 
cc. Steve and Doreen Merkt 

Fon Wang, AIA, LEED AP 



APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT
APPLICATION # ____________________________________________

(Please complete all information below and print clearly)

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS
MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING – CONCOURSE

1401 JOHN F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

For more information visit us at www.phila.gov/li
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION:

APPLICANT:

_________________________________________________________
COMPANY NAME:
_________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX #

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS:

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:
PROPERTY OWNER’S NAME:
_______________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

PROPERTY OWNER’S ADDRESS:
_________________________________________________

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE:

___________________________________________________________
ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING FIRM:

___________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING FIRM ADDRESS:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:
CONTRACTOR:

___________________________________________________________
CONTRACTING COMPANY:
___________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

CONTRACTING COMPANY ADDRESS:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:
USE OF BUILDING/SPACE: ESTIMATED COST OF WORK

$ ______________________
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WORK:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL AREA UNDERGOING CONSTRUCTION: ___________________________square feet

COMPLETE THESE ITEMS IF APPLICABLE TO THIS APPLICATION:

# OF NEW SPRINKLER HEADS (suppression system permits only): _____________   LOCATION OF SPRINKLERS: _________________________

# OF NEW REGISTERS/DIFFUSERS (hvac/ductwork permits only): ______________   LOCATION OF STANDPIPES: _________________________

IS THIS APPLICATION IN RESPONSE TO A VIOLATION? NO YES VIOLATION #: ________________________

All provisions of the building code and other City ordinances will be complied with, whether specified herein or not.  Plans approved by the Department form a part of this 
application.  I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further certify that I am authorized by the owner to 
make the foregoing application, and that, before I accept my permit for which this application is made, the owner shall be made aware of all conditions of the permit.  I understand 
that if I knowingly make any false statement herein I am subject to such penalties as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE: DATE: _______/_______/_______

(81-3 Rev 5/04)

1816 Delancey Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103

Christina Carter, AIA 104 Lakeview Drive

5754106 ccarter@johnmilerarch.com

Christina Carter, AIA

John Milner Architects, Inc.

104 Lakeview Drive

Chadds Ford, PA 19317

5754106 ccarter@johnmilerarch.com

To be determined

Install new roof deck including: stair from existing fourth floor to roof, pilot house, deck pavers on pedestals, guardrails, wood arbor.

Existing condensers to remain.

10 12 21



PRE-REQUISITE APPROVALS FOR: 

ADDRESS: APPLICATION #: 

IF REQ’D AGENCY INITIALS DATE REMARKS
ART COMMISSION 
13TH FLOOR – 1515 ARCH STREET 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
13TH FLOOR – 1515 ARCH STREET 

FAIRMOUNT PARK COMMISSION 
CITY   STATE

AIR MANAGEMENT / HEALTH DEPT
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ROOM 576 – CITY HALL 
STREETS DEPARTMENT 
ROOM 940 – M.S.B. 
WATER DEPARTMENT 
2ND FLOOR –1101MARKET STREET 
CONTRACTUAL SERVICES UNIT 
ROOM 1140 – M.S.B. 

ZONING

EXAMINER’S APPROVAL (OFFICE USE ONLY) 
APPROVED USE OF BUILDING SPACE: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

PERMIT TO READ: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

CODE/EDITION USED FOR REVIEW: 

WAS VIOLATION FOR WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT?    NO  YES (INSPECTION FEE MUST BE ADDED TO PERMIT FEE) 

VIOLATION # ___________________________________________ 

OTHER BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED: FIRE SUPPRESSION HVAC/DUCT FUEL GAS
FEE ITEM AMOUNT 

BLDG. PERMIT/C.O./L.O. 

PLAN # CONSTRUCTED AREA 

__________________SQ FT 
 NEW CONSTRUCTION 

 ALTERATION INSPECTION FEE 

WATER METERS  CO REQUIRED 

NO YES

NEW DWG UNITS: 

CONSTRUCTION WATER 

CONSTRUCTION

TYPE: __________________ 

USE: ___________________ VARIANCES
NO YES

PROJECT TYPE 

TOTAL FEES 
This is to certify that I have examined the within detailed statement, together with a copy of the plans relating thereto, and find the same to be in accordance 
with the provisions of the law relating to buildings in the City of Philadelphia, that the same has been approved and entered into the records of this 
Department.

EXAMINER:  _____________________________________________________________   DATE APPROVED: __________________________________ 

PERMIT # ______________________ DATE ISSUED: __________________ CHECK # ___________________ 













1816 Delancey Place

PROJECT  INFORMATION

Address

1816 Delancey Place

Owner
Steve and Doreen Merkt

Architect 
John Milner Architects, Inc.

1818

1814
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1807  DELANCEY ROOF DECK 
APPROVED JANUARY 2012

1804  DELANCEY ROOF DECK 
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1816 Delancey Place
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VIEW FROM DELANCEY PLACE

1816 Delancey Place

Existing condensers are not visible
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VIEW FROM NORTH S IDE  OF  DELANCEY PLACE VIEW FROM NORTHWEST  S IDE  OF  
DELANCEY PLACE

1816 Delancey Place

1816

Existing condensers are not visible

1814 1818
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VIEW FROM WEST  END OF  PANAMA STREET

1816 Delancey Place

VIEW FROM EAST  END OF  PANAMA STREET

1816 Delancey Place
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VIEW FROM PANAMA STREET

1816 Delancey Place1816 Delancey Place

1814 1812

1814

VIEW FROM PANAMA STREET
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EXIST ING ROOFTOP 
LOOKING NORTH

1818 1814

EXIST ING ROOFTOP 
LOOKING SOUTH

1814
1812

1816

EXIST ING ROOFTOP 
LOOKING NORTH

EXIST ING ROOFTOP 
LOOKING SOUTHEAST
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EXIST ING ROOFTOP 
LOOKING SOUTHWEST

1818

EXIST ING ROOFTOP 
LOOKING EAST

1816

1820

1812

1814

1816
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MATERIALS  EXAMPLE :  P I LOT  HOUSE  WINDOWS
CLAD CASEMENT WINDOWS

MATER IAL  EXAMPLE :  P I LOT  HOUSE  CLADDING HARDI -
BOARD CEMENT  S ID ING & CORNER BOARDS

TR IM & 
WINDOWS -
BLACK

SID ING & 
CORNER BDS  –
TAUPE  OR 
MEDIUM GRAY
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MATERIALS  EXAMPLE :  WOOD AND METAL  
RAIL ING

MATER IAL  EXAMPLE :  PORCELAIN PAVERS  ON 
PEDESTAL  SYSTEM WITH STEEL  CHANNEL  
PER IMETER  
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MATERIALS  EXAMPLE :
WOOD ARBOR WITH  OPEN LATT ICE














