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ADDRESS: 150 S INDEPENDENCE W ML
Proposal: Construction rooftop addition
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Andrew Goltzman  
Applicant: Plato Marinakos, Plato Studio
History: 1923; Public Ledger Building; Horace Trumbauer, architect
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Society Hill Historic District, Significant, 3/10/1999
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This application proposes to construct a two-story rooftop addition with a roof deck 
and penthouse on the Public Ledger Building, which is located across S. 6th Street from 
Independence Hall. The addition would be clad in a sandstone veneer with frosted white 
spandrel glass between the windows on the east and south elevations. 

The addition is similar to the two-story addition recently constructed at the Curtis Building at 170 
S. Independence West Mall, to the south of the Public Ledger Building. The Historical
Commission approved the addition at its 12 December 2014 meeting. Like the Curtis Building 
addition, the Public Ledger addition would have a 10-foot setback on the S. Independence Mall 
elevation. However, the addition at the Curtis building includes an additional setback at the 
second story. The massing, size, and scale of the proposed addition would be comparable to 
the Curtis Building addition on the S. Independence Mall side. The addition proposed at the 
Public Ledger Building would be L-shaped and would extend along the south elevation, though 
this portion would not be visible from a public right-of-way.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Construct two-story rooftop addition with mechanical penthouse.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

o The proposed rooftop addition would incorporate appropriate materials and 
would be compatible in massing, size, scale, and architectural features. The
application satisfies Standard 9.

elevator or stair towers, 
decks or terraces, dormers, or skylights when required by a new or continuing use 

-
of-way and do not damage or obscure character-defining historic features.

o Owing to the location of the Public Ledger Building along Independence Mall and 
its visibility from Market Street, the proposed addition would be visible; however, 
the staff contends that the addition would be inconspicuous and would not
damage or obscure character-defining historic features. The comparable addition 
at 170 S. Independence West Mall is similarly visible but inconspicuous from the 
public right-of-way. The work complies with the Roofs Guideline.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standard 9 and 
the Roofs Guideline.
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MAPS & IMAGES:

Figure 1: 2020 aerial showing 150 S. Independence W. Mall. Source: Atlas. 
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Figure 2: Aerial showing Independence Mall, Independence Hall, and the relationship of the Public Ledger Building, 2020. 
Source: Atlas. 
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Figure 3: Photo of the Public Ledger Building from Market Street, 2020. Source: Cyclomedia. 



Owner: 

Architect: 






















