
ADDRESS: 1301 W HUNTING PARK AVE  
Name of Resource: Sacred Heart Free Home for Incurable Cancer 
Proposed Action: Designation   
Property Owner: Servants of Relief for Incurable Cancer   
Nominator: Celeste Morello   
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov  
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the former Sacred Heart Free Home for 
Incurable Cancer at 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue and list it on the Philadelphia Register of 
Historic Places. The nomination contends that the property satisfies Criteria for Designation A, 
D, E, and H. Under Criterion A, the nomination contends that the property is significant for its 
association with Rose Hawthorne Lathrop, daughter of author Nathaniel Hawthorne who 
converted to Roman Catholicism and dedicated her life to helping individuals diagnosed with 
cancer. Under Criterion D, the nomination argues that the 1950s building follows Pennsylvania 
Hospital’s eighteenth-century plan. Under Criterion E, the nomination contends that the building 
is significant for its design by architectural firm Gleeson & Mulrooney and as an example of 
builder John McShain’s work. Under Criterion H, the nomination argues that the building is a 
distinguished Catholic institution in the neighborhood. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination fails to demonstrate that 
the property at 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue satisfies any Criteria for Designation. While Rose 
Hawthorne Lathrop’s work was important in establishing homes and advancing care for cancer 
patients, she died in 1926, several decades before the Hunting Park Avenue building was 
constructed and cannot  be directly associated with the property. The nomination cites a 
connection between the plans of the original Pennsylvania Hospital building and that of this 
building as the basis for the satisfaction of Criterion D; any connections between the plans are 
superficial and do not support the satisfaction of Criterion D. While John McShain is undeniably 
significant for his work in Washington DC, his construction company built hundreds of buildings; 
McShain’s prosaic connection to this building does not satisfy Criterion E. Moreover, Gleeson & 
Mulrooney is not a sufficiently significant architectural firm to support the inclusion of Criterion E. 
Finally, the nomination fails to provide evidence that the building has either a unique location or 
a singular physical characteristic that makes it an established and familiar visible feature; 
therefore, it does not satisfy Criterion H. 
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (Provided by PHC staff)

All that lot or piece of ground at the northwest corner of Old York Road and W. Hunting Park Avenue. 
Beginning at a point at the northwest corner of Old York Road and W. Hunting Park Avenue, thence 
West along the said Hunting Park Avenue North 78 degrees 39 minutes West 282 feet 9 7/8 inches; 
thence North 11 degrees 21 minutes East 242 feet 6 inches through the center of a party wall South 78 
degrees 38 minutes East 114 feet 9 1/8 inches; thence South 6 degrees 53 minutes 36 seconds West 74 
feet 2 ¾ inches; thence Eastward South 87 degrees 33 minutes 48 seconds East 134 feet 2 ¾ inches; 
thence South 2 degrees 26 minutes 12 seconds West 191 feet 7 3/8 inches to the point of beginning. 

Non-contributing 



(Photographs provided by PHC staff) 

 

The front façade of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue. (Source: Cyclomedia, April 2020) 

 

 

The rear elevation of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue visible from N. Park Avenue. (Source: Cyclomedia, 
April 2020) 

 



Aerial showing rear of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue. (Source: Pictometry, April 2020) 



Aerial showing front façade of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue. (Source: Pictometry, April 2020) 


































































