ADDRESS: 1301 W HUNTING PARK AVE

Name of Resource: Sacred Heart Free Home for Incurable Cancer
Proposed Action: Designation

Property Owner: Servants of Relief for Incurable Cancer
Nominator: Celeste Morello

Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov

OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the former Sacred Heart Free Home for
Incurable Cancer at 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue and list it on the Philadelphia Register of
Historic Places. The nomination contends that the property satisfies Criteria for Designation A,
D, E, and H. Under Criterion A, the nomination contends that the property is significant for its
association with Rose Hawthorne Lathrop, daughter of author Nathaniel Hawthorne who
converted to Roman Catholicism and dedicated her life to helping individuals diagnosed with
cancer. Under Criterion D, the nomination argues that the 1950s building follows Pennsylvania
Hospital's eighteenth-century plan. Under Criterion E, the nomination contends that the building
is significant for its design by architectural firm Gleeson & Mulrooney and as an example of
builder John McShain’s work. Under Criterion H, the nomination argues that the building is a
distinguished Catholic institution in the neighborhood.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination fails to demonstrate that
the property at 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue satisfies any Criteria for Designation. While Rose
Hawthorne Lathrop’s work was important in establishing homes and advancing care for cancer
patients, she died in 1926, several decades before the Hunting Park Avenue building was
constructed and cannot be directly associated with the property. The nomination cites a
connection between the plans of the original Pennsylvania Hospital building and that of this
building as the basis for the satisfaction of Criterion D; any connections between the plans are
superficial and do not support the satisfaction of Criterion D. While John McShain is undeniably
significant for his work in Washington DC, his construction company built hundreds of buildings;
McShain’s prosaic connection to this building does not satisfy Criterion E. Moreover, Gleeson &
Mulrooney is not a sufficiently significant architectural firm to support the inclusion of Criterion E.
Finally, the nomination fails to provide evidence that the building has either a unique location or
a singular physical characteristic that makes it an established and familiar visible feature;
therefore, it does not satisfy Criterion H.
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NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES LX%//,
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM ON CD (MS WoRrD FORMAT)

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)

Street address: 1301 West Hunting Park Avenue
Postal code: 19140 Councilmanic District.__ Fifth (5th)

OPA #881448300

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Historic Name: Sacred Heart Free Home for Incurable Cancer

Common Name: "'Sacred Heart Home"

now, '"Project Home/Sacred Heart Recovery Residence"

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Xl Building [ Structure (] Site (] Object

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION

very
Condition: [ Texcellent [X] good [ ] fair (1 poor (1 ruins
Occupancy:  [x occupied [ vacant (] under construction (] unknown
Current use: Homeless shelter/ recovery center

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please attach a plot plan and written description of the boundary.

6. DESCRIPTION

Please attach a description of the historic resource and supplement with current photographs.

7. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach the Statement of Significance.
Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1951 o

Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: 1951 to 1952
Architect, engineer, and/or designer; Gleeson & Mulrooney
Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: John McShain, Inc.

Original owner._Servants of Relief for Incurable Cancer

Other significant persons:_Rose Hawthorne Lathrop (1851-1926), known
as Mother Alphonsa Lathrop, OP.




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):
Xi (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the fife of a person

significant in_the past; or, ROSE HAWTHORNE TATHROP
(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation:
or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,
(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work

the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

L0 b OO O kKO O

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach

9. NOMINATOR

Organization Date May, 2021

has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of

Name withxBittek Celeste A. Morello., MS., MA Email S

Street Address_ 1234 :South Sheridan Street Telephone 215.334.6008

City, State, and Postal Code Philadelphia, PA 19147-4820

Nominator [] is is not the property owner.

PHC USE ONLY
Date of Receipt: _June 2, 2021

Correct-Complete [ ] incorrect-Incomplete Date: July 29, 2021

Date of Notice Issuance:_July 30, 2021

Property Owner at Time of Notice

Name: Servants of Relief for Incurable Cancer

Address: 1301 W. Hunting Park Ave.

City:_ Philadelphia State: PA Postal Code: 19140

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:

Date of Final Action:
[ ] Designated [ 1 Rejected 3/12/18




5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (Provided by PHC staff)

Non-contributing

All that lot or piece of ground at the northwest corner of Old York Road and W. Hunting Park Avenue.
Beginning at a point at the northwest corner of Old York Road and W. Hunting Park Avenue, thence
West along the said Hunting Park Avenue North 78 degrees 39 minutes West 282 feet 9 7/8 inches;
thence North 11 degrees 21 minutes East 242 feet 6 inches through the center of a party wall South 78
degrees 38 minutes East 114 feet 9 1/8 inches; thence South 6 degrees 53 minutes 36 seconds West 74
feet 2 % inches; thence Eastward South 87 degrees 33 minutes 48 seconds East 134 feet 2 % inches;
thence South 2 degrees 26 minutes 12 seconds West 191 feet 7 3/8 inches to the point of beginning.



(Photographs provided by PHC staff)

The rear elevation of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue visible from N. Park Avenue. (Source: Cyclomedia,
April 2020)



Aerial showing rear of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue. (Source: Pictometry, April 2020)



Aerial showing front facade of 1301 W. Hunting Park Avenue. (Source: Pictometry, April 2020)

DESCRIPTION:

The building is a mid-20th century institutional design on
elevated ground. The main entry is on Hunting Park Avenue from a
long flight of steps to a 'westwork" projecting from the three-
story brick and limestone construction. The aerial shows that the
westwork is the cemter from which to begin further advancing into
the facility which had incorporated a convent for the Sisters, a
chapel, wards and rooms for 110 beds, offices, laundry and solaria.

The first and second levels have groupings of windows while the



third level, appearing above
single windows spaced across
the gable. A cross still is

westwork's portal's surround

44

the limestone horizontal course, has
evenly, and through the area under
atop the gable's peak, aligned to the

where a statue of the Sacred Heart

of Jesus stands forward within a rounded arch. (See below.)
The same limestone course running horizontally between the second

and third levels is between the basement and first levels. Double

modern doors remain open at the portal for the homeless to enter.

Plan recalls Pennsylvania Hospital's 18th century design with
the horizontal wings extending from the center (axis) entrance
where a limestone surround establishes the portal's function.

This building appeared in very good condition and its sur-

rounding grounds are well attended, obscuring most of the build-

ing's north, east and west walls to impede observation.



STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE:
The nominated building had been "The Sacred Heart Free Home

' one of seven hospice facilities operated

for Incurable Cancer,'
by the Roman Catholic Dominican Sisters under the title, "Ser-
vants for Relief of Incurable Cancer." The Philadelphia site
began in 1930 and the present building is a 1951-1952 construc-
tion designed by Gleeson & Mulrooney and erected by John McShain, Inc.
one of the largest construction companies in the natidm.1

Medically-treating the destitute had been a tradition in
the City's early history, but this Home offered hospice care by the
nurses/nuns who lived &n the building: this was their vocation.
They waited upon the poor who were suffering from fatal cases of
cancer, a stigmatizing disease. Historian Charles Rosenbert wrote
that "Cancer...ordinarily disqualified a patient from voluntary
hospital care" and most hospitals shunned those afflicted with
cancer? Rose Hawthorne Lathrop, the widowed daughter of one of
the 19th century's most read novelists, Nathaniel Hawthorne, had
converted to Roman Catholicism, then when separated from her abu-
sive husband, began a life in poverty and caring for those with
incurable cancer; she eventually trained under professionals at
New York's Cancer Hospital, now Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital.
Her conversion startled the literary world: she had been published
in most major nationally-known publications. Then she founded the
order of nuns who lived and worked solely by donations. The Phila-
delphia Home arose from private funds and charity from groups or
individuals. Since 2020, Project Home has occupied the facility
to treat opioid patients where they could reside until ready. for
release.

Although a mid-20th century structure, the design is carried

from Pennsylvania Hospital's 1755-1796 plan featuring the prominent

1The source of this information was "The Evening Bulletin," May 29,
1951 and June 23, 1951; it was not available otherwise in other
psources. The Hibernofiles qualified McShain's national status.

Rosegberg, Charles, The Care of Strangers: The Rise of America's
Hospital System. Baltimore; Johns Hopkins Univ, Press, 1987, p. 113.
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westwork as the entry from which two wings extended from the sides.
This design suited the Sisters' patients who were awaiting death
while residing there. The Home is within a landscaped area on the
west side facing Hunting Park and on a wide street, somewhat iso-
lated, yet close to Broad Street where it merges with Roosevelt
Boulevard.

Gleeson & Mulrooney's architectural work is all over Northeast
Philadelphia and had a role in residential and institutional devel-
opment from the 1930s to 1950s. John McShain's company constructed
the Pentagon and Thomas Jefferson Memorial, among other buildings
in Washington, D.C. At the time of the Home's erection, McShain
headed the City's Zoning Commission and was renovating the interior
of the White House. Overseeing the new Home's construction was
Cardinal Dennis J. Dougherty, the first cardinal in the Philadelphia
Archdiocese. Although he died in 1951, Dougherty left those to con-
tinue his interest in the Sisters' work at the Home.

The Home's design, and those associated with its construction

form a history which is worthy of consideration.

Sacred Heart Recovery Residence (215.309.5228)

projecthome.org/sacrad-heart-recovery-residence
November 12, 2020
Project HOME is on the front lines of addressing one of the most devastating crises in the
nation — our opioid epidemic. We are creating a meaningful recovery effort that will provide
much needed support and permanent housing focused on recovery. This is one of the ways
Project HOME will empower adults to break the cycle of homelessness while addressing the
opioid crisis and the impact addiction has on the homeless community.

The Sacred Heart Recovery Residence opened with 14 respite beds and 48 entry-level long-
term beds, serving people who have experienced homelessness and are committed to
recovery.

Services will include a safe, supportive program with a range of services to assist individuals
on the path to recovery — coupled with education, employment, and healthcare supports to
help people stably transition to permanent supportive housing. The work at Sacred Heart
will build on Project HOME'’s existing successful program at St. Elizabeth’s Recovery
Residence to address the growing opioid epidemic in Philadelphia. This is part of Project
HOME’s Recovery Initiative that will not only transform lives, but entire neighborhoods.



The Sacred Heart Home....

(a) Has significant character, interest or value...or is associ-
ated with the life of a person significant in the past:

ROSE HAWTHORNE LATHROP
(Mother Alphonsa)
1851--1926

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) was one of the 19th century's
most read and notable novelists, introducing mystery, the mystique
of the human spirit and moralistic themes to his work. In many
ways, the writings of Hawthorne exemplified Victorian Era culture,
as it hinted at interest in the unknown
and explored spirituality. How-
ever, Hawthorne's fame had much
to do with his deep ancestral
beginnings in colonial Massa-
chusetts, a part of Americana
that held reverence among the
upper class and those in the
highest levels of the arts and
culture. At the height of his
fame, and that would be after the
publication of The Scarlet Letter .
(1850), Hawthorne would become the '5
father of Rose, his youngest dau- |
ghter. She lived within Nathan-=
iel's aura, and after he died, she
would maintain the '"Hawthorne"
name in the literary world with
her own writings in the most
widely-read publications. Her

marriage to George Lathrop was

far from happy during the 27 years
they were wed. In the last years
of her marriage, George was said

to have been abusive to her, Rose HAWTHORNE LATHROP



influenced by his problem with alcohol. It was in the final years
with George when Rose began to learn about the plight of the poor
who were inflicted with cancer and left to die alone, or in places
such as almshouses where improper care was given, or none at all.
The New Catholic Encyclopedia noted that Rose "trained for 3 months
at the New York Cancer Hospital." (See page 9.) This was the

"first institution in the United States devoted exclusively to the
treatment of cancer." 1In 1899, the name of the hospital was changed
to "General Memorial Hospital for the Treatment of Cancer and Allied

Diseases."3 Today, it is the renown "Memorial Sloan Kettering."

Rose Hawthorne Lathrop was born into the old Puritan culture
in Massachusetts which still held some hostility towards Roman Ca-
tholics. (The family's migration in 1630 from England may have
been because of religious conflicts or religious intolerance, with
Roman Catholicism at the root of the problem.) Supposedly, when
Nathaniel Hawthorne was the American consul in Liverpool, England
for his college friend, President Franklin Pierce, the Hawthorne
family travelled to Italy and were attracted to the churches and
mysticism of the Catholic rites. But the Hawthorne family remained
true to their own faith. What impetus brought Rose, then married
to George, towards Catholicism to where both converted in 1891 had
not been revealed. Theodore Maynard's book, A Fire Was Lighted
(1948) is said to be a thorough biographical account on Rose and

the how and why she was driven to depart from her previous life

of comfort, to one of poverty and in giving her time and energy

to the impoverished with incurable, painful cancer. (Maynard claimed
that the work on Rose's life was at the sole request of the nuns,
who provided him with "some 200 letters in the Haughton Library of
Harvard University and the New York Public Library.”)4

3MSK's website at "About Us/ History & Milestones."

Maynard, T., Great Catholics in American History. NY:Hanover House,
1957, p. 209. His chapter on Rose runs on pages 175 to 184.



"CT% *d ‘IITIA *ToA

[NNAa 0 1]
: ‘8o1q "qndun ‘(1961
AN PWoymMel) suweg dwwpy Jo g ‘Hassor " ‘(8p61
INNBMIIN)  dodppT susoympl asoy fo 2ty ey :pamysry
sost 3 ¥ 'GEVNAVIN L C(LEGT NIOK MAN) awsoyimuy fo
2pydnoq V :28pilag v png mosog ‘Nor¥ngl "y :dydesSonqg
*sj10da1
paysiqnd jo seuras Iay gSnoxy pue “Uoog sisuyo ‘aurz
-edew spsuoyd]y 12410 YSnolyl paInoas sem sjuan
sed J07 p1e pue ‘suloyimel] e PoYsI|qeIss alam awoy
I30UED B PUE ‘3BnIAOU ‘ISNOYIAjow 2y, ‘papurvdxa
oM st ‘moud Qunwwod syl Sy (SUILSIS—SNYD
-ININOQ 225) JIDUED) I[QRINOUT IOJ JOIOY JO SIIBAISS
oY1 se pajerodioour ‘ewi Jo 950y 1§ Jo uonedarduo))
UESUIoOg 843l PaysI[qeIss pue ‘QO6T ‘8 "09(] UO SmoA
181y Il 9pBUWI Aol ‘es0y ‘JA I9ISIS pue esuoydpy
N 19181 Sy sauenial uedmuiuo se “‘Iaquy 92Iy
‘9BI00SSE Jay pur doIgIeT "SIy PaA1asel ‘JQ ‘apunay],
URWR[D) 6681 Ul pue 8EQT Ul palp pumqsny IaH
"(L68T)
duLoyIMPE fo sariowapy 199 ystqud o3 owun) punoj osfe
SUS "910IM 9Us so[onle oy} woiy sue(d Iay Jo pauIes]
oym suosiad uo popuadop oys souelsisse  [erouBUY
10 "AJI5 29U} JO SPIS ISES JIMO[ 3} UG JIOM uedaq oys
“[e1dSOE 199Ue)) Y104 AQN] 3] 1e SYIUOW ¢ I0J Furuien
1913V "9SEISIP SIY} JO SWIDIA FUIAIIS 0] 9JI[ I9Y I)0AID
0} pautwizziap doryieT ‘SIpA ‘Iaouvo Jo 21p 0} pue[sy
S.J[PMYJE[g 03 JU9s ssazjsureas Funok & Jo Sunox woiy
SUIUIEST ‘WY 3ABY[ 03 ‘uorsstwrad §,[eIoU98-IBITA 3]
Qs 9fim STy pa] doueradwiojur Suiseaiour s doiyiey
‘I19A9M0Y ‘QUIn SIY} 1V "WONEISIA 9U] JO SI9]SIS UMO)
-031090) 9} JO LI0ISIY ® ‘(p6Q1) 2804105 fo L1038
uo pajeroqe[joo sdoigrey oy ‘gsy ‘Sunox Py £q
1681 Ul gomyp OSIMoyied a2y} ojul paAlddy ‘[88T Ul
viayiydip Jo paip 9y Ing ‘uioq sem ‘doryiey ouroyy
-MeH SOUBL{ ‘TOS ® 9/8] UL "§88T Ul paysiqnd sem
‘240yg ayp Suory ‘swaod Jo Yooq ® LsvjoyaN Ig pue
‘pouanor suoalddy ‘s auqiiog ‘uvsrpuwy oy} ‘Avvzog
sdodavp quspuadapuy 3y ul pareadde jey] SI1I0IS 1I0ys
pUEB SI8I3A 9J0IM 9S0Y ‘sIeak 3sayy Suring “djyiuopy

JIFUDIY Y1 JO I0UPO juwlsisse s QOS0¢ 01 pasotu
donpu mun L1y TOX MaN ur paar) Sayg “UopuoT ur
doxnpivy suosrvg 251000) PaLLIBLL 050y TLST urpogr u

USSEIAL PIOdUO) 0] Fumangal 2I042q Ale)] ui sivad g

‘do.ayivy
vsuoydyy
43y10 N7

yuads Apuanbasqns AQurey ayy -nsuos 'S'[1 SB DaAIas
Ioyrey Iay a1sym ‘puejfuyg ‘Toodiaary o) juejur ue se
Uaye} Sem 350y ‘SUuloyimel] (Apoqead) emydog pue
ISIUBAIEN. JO P12 1598unok oy ‘9761 ‘6 Amnp “x'N
QUIOWIMBH P IS8T ‘07 Aey “ssepy ‘Xousy *q ‘1099
“UED S[qRINSUL I0F JaI[9Yy JO sjurAIeg 91 jJo ssaipunoy
Sowne ‘YIHLOW ‘VSNOHITV ‘dO¥HLVT

*766 *d ‘AT °T1OA

[ANATO L °r]

. 9ES-pTSII
PPHONQUIBH “£61—1677¢ MULXIT ‘SHIVHILD "D OS[E 338 "(8¥6]
INOeNIN) doayroy suraipmply asoy fo fiT ayl paySig
SPA 3u W 'a¥VNAYIN L C(LEGI YIOA MmIN) Awdommpy fo
daminn ¥ raSpug v ymg moiiog ‘No1ing Y :Ayderionqig

. _ (9561) -014O
PUTPAI) ‘awo] Apwed A[OH Pue (1p6l) "uuly
‘Ined 1§ "OWOH [esuno) poon) jo ApeT InQ ‘(6€61)
‘D ‘eluepy ‘owoy dpy [emedlsg jo Apel 1nQ
$(Ze61) ssepy ‘19ary [eg ‘owopy doigie] QUIoyIMBH

950y (DEGI) ©d ¥IYd[9pe(iyg SWOH WESH Paiors

1(6681) LD Y10 MAN ‘QWOH §,250% IS (1061) "A'N
‘duroyimel ‘oWOH [[IH AIesoy ‘Osnoylayjowl Jy; je
Pa3eo0] 219m s[endsoy 959y, "10[0d IO ‘9ol ‘UOISIAI JO
sso[p1edal ‘axed [ejidsoy 1oy Aed 0} s[qeun pue I190UBD
3[qenoul yiim pajolfye suosIad JO 3182 3y} 01 £[2AISN[OXI
PoIROIPIp S3UIOY USASS o1om o15U) €961 Ad "TH6I Ul
[1e3p 19y [un 10113dns sem oym (S0 IAYIOW ) Jeqny
SSIJN AQ Papa90ons sem 3ys ‘9gg] ul palp esuoydry
I9UIOJN USUA\ "SSSIPUNOJ 119y} Jo 98eIn0d pu® UOEed
-Ipap 2 YySno1y) undoq JI0m 9[qe}LIRYD 9Y) U0 SuIkiIeo
SI9ISIS OEI PoIdquunu €96 Ul AJUNWUWIOD 3y, ‘SUBD
-luo I9pIQ PAIYL, SB SMoA snoidia1 Yool L3y} ‘0061
‘8 99 UQ A S[IASINOT WOl ‘Iaqni] 99Ny ‘9Ied
-0sse JunoA e Aq paple sem 3ys sAgp 1S9I[1ed Y] WOI{
"9pIS ISed 19MO] SA1D JIOA MoN uo Jood Snolsoued
ST 10] SUlles JO YIOM 3y} 968] Ioquiajdag Ul 300)
-Iopun 2Ys ‘MOpiM B PUB SIB3A G JO }I9AUOD Y *9UIOy)
-MEH [dluBgieN Jo 1aySnep tofunok ay ‘(dorqie]
AuIOIMEH 2503 ) doyie, esuoyd|y IS0y SEM ssai
-punoy sy, "ewlg Jo 950y 1§ Jo uonwSaifua) apn 2y}
UM Q68T Ul papunoj S19)si§ Uesiuiwo(] Jo ANunwmos
UBSID0IP V “132UE)) S[QEINOU] I0J JAIY JO S)UBAIIG

*(£96T) eipadoro4ouy OTToYle) MSN 9YJL WOIJ soTIIUY



_10_

THE "HAWTHORNE'" NAME'S NATION-WIDE INFLUENCE

LETTER FROM “MARK TWAIN”
(Printed by his permission.)
Riverside, New York City, October, 1907.

DEAR MRS. LATHROP: .

I wish I were not so hard-driven: then nothing
could give me more contentment than to try to write
something worth printing in your periodical, Christ’s
Poor;'indeed you pay me a compliment which I highly
value when you invite me to do it, as holding me not
unworthy to appear in its pages. But if I cannot write
I can at least'try to help in other ways, and I shall do
that; for among the needs of your noble charity is
money, and I know some people who have it and who
have not been reluctant to spend it in good causes.
And certainly if there is an unassailably good cause in
the world it is this one undertaken by the Dominican
Sisters, of housing, nourishing and nursing the most
pathetically unfortunate of all the afflicted among us
—men and women sentenced to a painful and lingering
death by incurable disease,

I have known about this lofty work of yours since
" long ago—indeed from the day you began it: I have
known of its steady growth and progress step by step
to its present generous development and assured posi-
tion among those benefactions to which the reverent
homage of all creeds and colors is due; I have seen it
rise from seedling to tree with no endowment but the
voluntary aid which your patient labor and faith have
drawn from the purses of grateful and compassionate
men; and I am glad in the prosperous issue of your
work, and glad to know that this prosperity will con-
tinue, and be permanent—a thing which I do know,
for that endowment is banked where it cannot fail until
pity fails in the hearts of men. And that will never be.

Sincerely yours,
S. L. CLEMENS.

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-
1864) was the descendant of
English who had left for
America in 1630, settling

in Massachusetts. Nathaniel
was born in Salem, mindful
of the town's history and
his ancestor, a judge who
had condemned many of the
crime of witcheraft.

Nathaniel's best literary
works were The House of the
Seven Gables, The Scarlet
Letter and The Marble Faun,
during which time his chil-
dren Julian and Rose were
born--they would also become
writers by their own merits.

Attaining great praise for
his work, Nathaniel would
meet many other writers, even
of other genre, from newspa-
per reporters to non-fiction
authors.

Rose Hawthorne Lathrop had
left her career as a published
author in the most popular
circulations to care for the
poor who suffered from cancer.

As Mother Alphonsa since 1900,
the former '"Mrs. Lathrop" re-
ceived the letter from Samuel
L. "Mark Twain" Clemens who
acknowledged the '"Dominican
Sisters," the religious Order
founded by "Mrs. Lathrop."
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Rec'd & S
Cared F‘or COLOR CREED

During 1944  White Others  Catholie Protestant Others

ROSE HAWTHORNE HOME
Rosary Hill, N. Y. . T e 260 248 11 148 109 3

ST. ROSE’'S HOME
New York, N. Y. wisersssunsincmsasvicem 338 309 29 256 76 6

SACRED HEART HOME
Philadelphia, Pa. ... ... 355 308 47 179 166 10

ROSE HAWTHORNE LATHROP HOME
Fall River, Mass. «.oociciv oo iosiieoon, 399 384 15 291 102 6

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP HOME
Atlanta, Ga. ... — 168 114 54 12 154 2

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL HOME
St. Paul, Minn. susasssasss. . ... 154 153 1 85 67 2

TOTAL . : . 1674 1517 157 971 674 29

In the "Sisters of St. Dominic's" Report of statistical
information (to be made public), the above page listed the
Homes in operation (another was forthcoming) from January
of 1944 to January of 1945.

There was no toll on the annual deaths in this Report.
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Rose had collected generous '"donations from friends"5 for
her first home called '"St. Rose's Free Home'" (after her new pa-
tron saint, St. Rose of Lima, Peru) in New York City in 1899,
It was to be the first of seven such "homes" (really hospices)
in the United States. As Mother Alphonsa, the former Mrs. La-
throp was the superior of her religious Order, the "Servants of
Relief for Incurable Cancer," which is "A diocesan community

of Dominican Sisters" (a branch of the Dominicans).

Rose died in 1926 before the Philadelphia Home began, but
she had written "Rules" for the care of cancer patients, and
instructed that all means to conduct the administration of the
facilities were to be from charity: endowments, private funds,
etc....For the purchase of the Philadelphia property, an attorney
who was the Executor of a Will by a non-Catholic who had died and
left a sizeable amount, read about the Dominicans' request for
donations. The Will stipulated that the decedent's money be
used for a charitable cause. The attorney was Catholic, thus
the means tc acquire the property for the nominated building.

There were local and more widespread public notices for "appeals"
of money for a larger facility, and one more modern than the old
19th century Italianate. (Refer to 1930 and 1949 records7nextpage.)
In a letter to "Sister Mary Regina" at the Home, Cardinal Dennis
Dougherty's legal representative, Vincent Carroll (a former Dis-
trict Attorney), warned the nun on her "methods of raising funds.
He named other "existing cancer foundations...the Donner and the
DuPont Foundations, both of which have large reserves of funds,
especially the latter one." He also mentioned the Pew.E3 Much in

the world had changed since Mother Alphonsa would duly rely on

dMaynard, p. 181.

®New Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. IV, p. 992.
Correspondence, Cardinal D. Dougherty, CHRC.

$1bid., letter dated February 27, 1950.
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ROSARY HILL HOM
HAWTHORNE, NEW YORK October 19, 1949,

Rev. Joseph McGlinn,
<25 N, 18th st.,
Philzdelphia 3, Pa,

Reverend dear Father:

In reply to your letter of
September £4th, we are enclosing herewith
the draft selected by His Fminence for an
apreal for funds for a new building for-
the Sacred Heart Home in Philadelph%a with
the changes and emendations so graciously
suggested by His Eminence. Ve should like
the appeal published just as soon as tbe
Catholic Standard and Times can conveniently

do so.

For many years the Catholic
Standard and Times has published an adve;-
tisement for the Home and we were wondering
if same could be changed to conform with the
enclosed sketch for the period required to
secure the necessary funds. If this‘sugggs-
tion does not meet with the approval of His
Eminence, we will be guided by His and your
aavice,

Assuring you of our deep gratitude,
we remain, dear Father

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Private donations and '
fund-raising by Catholic
organizations such as the
Knights of Columbus came
forth in Philadelphia

from the 1930s to the
1951-1952 construction

of the nominated building.

Donations continued for

general operations and '

maintenance, but the Home's

costs were covered in 1952.
The Cardinal's Letter

Hiz fiminence, in his leftar ta the
clergy, savs:

TCARBINALYS OXT
Y225 Morth Eighteen
) “Thiladelphia
f “April 28th, 1930.
* "Rev. and dear Falher:

“The Reverend Sisters, founded by {
Mother Alphonsa, daughter of {he
writer. Nathaniel Hawthorne, and
known as Servants of Relief for In-
curable Cancer Among the Poor, hav-
ing opened a new Foundation at .
Hunting Park Avenue and Old York
Road, Philadelphia, are now ready
to veceive patients. )

“They will aceepl them irrespective
of age, sex, ereed, color or national-
ity: the only restrictions they lay
down being that theip patients must |
be poor and afflicted with incurable
cancer, :

“They will not recefve any patient,
who ean pay ‘for himself, pr whose
relatives are able to pay for him; 11m'I
will they aeccept any offering from a |
patient. Moreover, they will not tale
any cancer case, except one pro-
nounced by a competent physician o
be beyond cure.

"For the maintenanece of their work
Lhey rely entirely on Divine Provi-
thence.

“Their present, Foundation in Phil-
adelphia, which is exclusively their:
own, has not been financed from any
quarter; but the Sisters are confident
that Almighty God in MHis mierey will |
inspire charitable persons to aid
them in the alleviation of pain and
In their care for the sick. ' |

“Please to announce at all the

A Masses nex. Sunday that the Sisters
. ALy 2 are now ready to receive patlents,

under the above conditions. Applica-

‘ Mother General D @ m !lons for admission are to be addressed

to Sister Mary de Sales, Sacred Heart
I'ree Home foi* Incurable Cancer, |
Hunting Park Avenue and Old York
Road, Philadelphia,

"I commend the noble worl of
these Sisters to our Reverend Clergy,
devoted laity and the public af large.

"“Very afi'ly yours, |
“D. CARD. DOUGHERTY,
“Abp. of Phila" J

- oa
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direct payments from friends, not corporations or foundations.
Modernization was not to be limited to the Home's architectural
plan, but to the advancements in how a private residence, admini-
stered by some nuns would, by necessity, have to be incorporated
and operated as a business. Despite this, Mother Alphonsa's
"Rules'" which resulted from her "training'" and experiences at the
New York hospital prevailed:

1) the medical staff could not wear rubber gloves in the
cleaning of the cancerous sores of the patient; and,

2) no knives were permitted in treatment because only inopera-

ble cancer cases were to be admitted to the Home.

Reports published on the expenses and disbursements incurred
also noted that the patients--all non-paying and poor--were of no
known ages and no one was discriminated from admission (although

the number of "Protestants'" wad compared to the "Catholics.'")

Rose Hawthorne Lathrop died peacefully in her sleep in 1926,
but she is recorded in American Catholic history for her achieve-
ments in founding cancer hospices for the poor, and each hospice
began from donations. She founded an Order where applicants knew
they were required to tend to those who would suffer and never
recover from a fatal disease--this was their vocation and would
be their life's calling, relinquishing family, relationships and
all of the material effects and joys of secular living. Turning
from the Puritan culture and her past in a country where Roman
Catholics were still left behind in the "ruling class," Rose
Hawthorne Lathrop's work lingered through the 21st century, and

remains in the nominated building.

Maynard, op.cit., p. 183.

In his chapter on "Alfred E. Smith," Maynard (op.cit.) wrote that
in 1932, then-New York Governor Smith, had little chance for higher
office in the U.S. because he was a Catholic.
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THE SACRED HEART HOME
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.

THE SACRED HEART HOME on Old York Road,

Philadelphia, Pa., was blessed and opened by His
Eminence, Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, on April 1, 1930.
It was formerly used as a Baptist Home for the Aged.
In 1937, two new wings were added to accommodate the
many patients asking for admittance. The grounds are
beautiful and quite extensive for a large city. Hunting
Park, directly opposite the Home affords diversity of
outlook for the patients.

His Eminence and Bishop Lamb have been most kind
in making frequent visits to the Home, thereby giving
joy and encouragement to the members of the household.

STATISTICAL REPORT OF SACRED HEART HOME
From January 1, 1942, to December 31, 1942

Number of patients received during year.......... 307
IOl o e 6 e o) o ST P EE e ) [, i T 209
(U5 nm e () TS G o e e R £ (U 28
Patients in Home January 1, 1943................ 70
WIED v emmerns o (e oo ey o0 () G n i esS ch 263
GOl o omrrsm ocsssmn S5 Kreess 6o LAy mmvs B0 B A 44
Catholic .5 summe o6 55550 55 75 Frd e s memmemen e os mime 167
Protestant wwsieus 5 S55853 55 256755 1 v msmommer s sioxammre 133
Orthodox » ssmms s Spaieisn o5 SEE 55 50000 b s Ee 4
Hebrew . umaasm weommes v o aai s s@mimn: 56 S 3

Number of Hospital Days, 26,882
17—

Franciscan Healthcare began in Philadelphia, treati
: at St. Mary's, then St. Agnes'
1s a 1910-1911 partial list on how

those without funds,
On right, above,

ST. AGNES’ HOSPITAL 7
Cases TREATED IN SurcrcaL WarDs.—(Continued.)
Ini- ?;“_' | | Rg-
DrieNosis Maue | FEMALE | CURED | PROV= Enov- Dmr-| MAIN-
ED Ho | Na
i |
Carbunculosis. .. ........ 4 o 2 3 A 11 1
Careinoma, breast........ 5 14 9 ] 3 GO |
colon........ 2 1 21l ws % 1M =,
glands of neck 5 1 5l .. e 11 f -
Jaw. ..., 2 .. 1 .. 11 .. -
liver......... 1 50 . e v 1 -
rectum. .,.... 2 .. - 1 i 18
gealp......... 1 .. - 1 = | . P
stomach. ,.... 3 1 - 2 1 1 s
uterus........ .. 3 1 2 o mad e
Cataract................ 2 5 7 37 ] I
Cellulitis. ............... 1 1 3 atl o
Chancroids. ............. 2 .. 2 & EX I
Cholecystitis. . .......... 50 4 L ae 3 ..
Cholelithiasis. . .......... 5 4 8 .. 1 -
Cirrhosis, hepatic. . ... ... 1 ag ~o - 1 s
Cleft-palate............. 5 1 6 .. s -
Colic, renal. ............. .. 1 1] s T T
Compression, cerebral . . . . 1 1 i o 20
Concussion, brain. ....... 14 2 12 | w 2| 2
cord. .. ...... 1 1 1 P 1 <
Conjunctivitis, simple ....| .. 1 Y S E
Coxalgia................ o 3 2 1 & .
Cyst, brain. ............. 1 . il N 1 .
breast............. 5 1 1 .. ..
ovarian............ i 14 14 L
pylo-nidal ......... 2 . 1 1
sebaceous. ......... .. 1 1 o
Cystitis. . ............... 1 - 1
Cystocele. .. ............ - 4 4
Deflected nasal septum . . . 5 1 6
Dislocation, ankle. . ...... 1 aia 1
elbow........ W 1 1
hip.......... 2 1 3
metatarsal ... 1 i 1
shoulder . . ... 2 2
Dislocation, compound, el-

bow. . ... 1 1
Disloecation, compound,

LAEMB. . . . s o 1 1 = s
Dog-bite.......co0ovuuen. 1 & 1 Ve £
Duodenal ulcer .......... 2 1 i 1 2
Eetopie gestation ... ..... st 3 2 1 -
Emmetropia............. s 1 1 o
Empyema. .....ouviv.n.. 2 - 2
Enteroptosis. ............ .- 1 1
Epididymitis. .., ........ 2 - 2 |
Epiphyseal separation . , ., . 1 1 -
Epithelioma, cheek., . ..... 1 1 :

St. Agnes Hospital was to compare with Sacred Heart

"Statistical Report"
"Carcinoma"

The Franciscan Sisters'
outside of Philadelphia.

on the incurables.
cases towards cures; Sacred
for the homeless to stay there for care
hospital system

ng anyone, even
Hospitals.
sophisticated
Home's simple
St. Agnes tried to stem
Heart's hospice care was

until death,

also founded hospitals



-17-

orisl
VINVATASNNId 'VIHd13AV1IHd
FAY XdVvd ONIINNH "M s1€l

SWOL
JADB
pai1opg

iR,

-

("eITud ‘O¥HD) -31°Tydwed jo £don

"pIom oYy Jo osuas A1049 UI SWIOY [EAI B WY}
0} W9aq SEI NG Spuwsnoyy 0} jarer jySnoiq
A[uo jou svy swoOl] Jwey peors ayy onqud
a1 Jo Kijeraqiy oy YBnoay], "Wy 03 Juas S
SIOIDYNS 190ULD U} YInoupy pos) 03 pey Loy
[[? 9A%3 OUM USWIOA SNOATLINOD 0AY) SO JO
juds oy up 9AI9s 03 SnuUNUOD TSoULY) S]qEIND
U] 103 joT[oy JO SJUBAISS SI O[3 [U39] 9S0UM
SIOISIS oYL, “)GET UI 9315 SWIES I3 U0 Pajoold
‘awoy juasaxd oy £q peovidar A[enjusss pue
&pudeo 0} payrg uoos sem 31 ‘0geT 23 [dy
JEeIH PAIdBG 97} 0] PIJLIIPAP SEM ONUIAY
yieg Sununpf pue peoy dM0X P[0 JO I9UI0D
oy} 3& ‘owoy STy, “BIyd[epe[Iy Ul UoREpUNO]
1Xeu 9y} opeur oym ‘yresp sesuoyd[y IoyronN
193¢ ‘I9qN 950y ISYIOJN Sem 31 INq TOET Ul
“X "N ‘QUIOUIMEBY [IH AIes0oYy 1€ 9SNOYIdYION
o3 poystqerse doxqiey esuoyd[y IOION
“WOPFULY [eUIo}o
STH OJUI WISY} SOWO0J[@M POS) [QUN 10 PaIeo
ore 1ood s3suyD) Jo sperpuny Auswr or1oym
souroy peddmbas A[ny wepowr usass o3 ‘payep
-owrurooot orom sjuened 991y} eIoyM 90a:S
I9JBAA UO SWIOOI INOJ WIOIj MII3 YIom d[qe}
-Leyo 1oy Anotgip 1esrd m pue A[Mo[g
-00ead 1omeyur desp ® pue poo ul ISny Wiy
e im sem[e 394 ‘@ouvInpus puokeq jsowfe
SOWITAUIOS ‘POISJINS PUB POSINU ‘padIOM Oys
‘oY pouto[ woos oym ‘Iaqnyy 901y YA\ [I0X
MON JO SWIN[S ST} U SISISPNS 180ULd JO AI91008
uoyoLys-A10aod o) 10§ uroq sem oUs yYogm
ojur A}9100s [BIROS[[PIUT 8} JO osee pue Lin
-XNi[ 91} }JO[ QUIOYIME]] [SIUBIEN JO 10)y3nep
1oAu00 ‘doryye ouroyImel] 9s0y 968T UJ




‘reaord uoissedwoo pue Bur
-putisIopun ‘9A0] 219YMm ‘qrurrem
pue ooead jo oixoydsoune ue ur
owoo[aM [90] [[im syuerjed Ieyy

JeY3 S193S1G 913 JO IdOH JFHL SE LI

‘BumuiBaq A19A o) WoIF spuny
Aressooou oy papraoxd ey spenprarpur pue sdnoid woj
[[eurs pue a8re[ SUOQRUO(] PAIE] 249U SLY ISUL JBYL
"pos) Jo souspraoxd Surao] oy uf uy 1oy eoe(d s1ISIg
oy [0y JBY} UIIM 20UEPIOODT UJ “BUNOWIOS S)NGLYUOD
01 21qe 2q Aew Aoty YSnoy UsAS SI[IE] IBY} 10 SjUaR
-vd o1 woxy paydeooe st uonrisunWAL oN dnqnd onA
-edwids © jo Aysoreusd ayy Aq payroddus yYom v Si i

)|
e

o S,

DT A

‘9180 JuIsinu

oyenbope 103 opiaoid 03 spuny USYYNS SABY 103uo] ou

OUA PUR PIISNEBYXS UII( JABY SODINOSAI ISOYM SIDIOPNS

9Ie SSA[UIIPAU Ao} ‘Sep spsuoyd[y IS0 JO MNP

o oY} WOP[ES "UISII0 [BUOREU I0 ‘padid ‘@0vl 0} S UOHEUl
mﬁ/,. -WILIOSTP oYM sjusnjed 100uED S[GEANDUL JO I8 I 10F
A SUROIUIWIO(] duWIoyIMel] o3 £q Paysiqeisa IWOH V Si LI



N e Y e B m a1 S A e W g b A T T ek e (R

_19_
Dominican Sisters-run home for dying patients to shut it
doors

é@ catholicphiify.com/2018/08/news/local-news/dorninican-sisters-run-honie-for-dying-patients-to-shut-it-doors

Sacred Heart Home for Incurable Cancer, located at 1315
Hunting Park Avenue in Philadelphia, has been run by the
Dominican Sisters of St. Rose of Lima (Hawthorne) since 1930
but will suspend operations at the end of August.

——> By Lou Baldwin « Posted June 13, 2018

An era will end in Philadelphia, hopefully temporarily, when Sacred Heart Free Home for
Incurable Cancer suspends operations at the end of August.

The 25-bed ministry of the Dominican Sisters of St. Rose of Lima (Hawthorne) has been
located at 1315 Hunting Park Avenue in North Philadelphia since 1930.

Sacred Heart is unique in that it relies entirely on donations and accepts no money from its
residents or any government agency, not even Medicaid or Medicare. It exists entirely on
free-will donations.

This is in keeping with the charism established by the congregation’s founder, Mother Rose
Hawthorne Lathrop, a Catholic convert and widowed daughter of distinguished author
Nathaniel Hawthorne.

She established her first small hospice for incurably ill cancer patients in New York City in
1896 and her congregation in 1900, and at that time adopted her name in religion, Mother
Alphonsa. She died in 1926 and the cause for her canonization is in its early stages.

In addition to Sacred Heart in Philadelphia the congregation has a larger facility in Rosary
Hill, Hawthorne, N.Y., and another in Atlanta, Georgia. AT 3100y 00

hitps://catholicphilly.com/2018/06/news/local-news/dominican-sisters-run-home-for-dying-patients-to-snut-it-doorsr- =
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“We have 10 sisters here':‘ﬁd Sister Mary de Paul, O.P., the director at SacredHeart Home
and herself a Philadelphia native,

Most of the sisters are trained nurses, but one of the challenges for Sacred Heart is that with
a reduced number of sisters, there is an increased reliance on lay staff, which because of
higher payroll increases costs, Sister Mary de Paul said.

Homes conducted by the Rose Hawthorne Dominicans are never large and this is in keeping
with the will of their foundress. The smaller size gives a more personal, less institutional feel.

Because the focus is on palliative care the residents who come do not receive hospital
treatments to eradicate their cancer, just such medications needed to keep them comfortable.
All services including doctor visits are done in-house.

With that said, residents tend to live longer thin in past years, probably because of medical
advances even in palliative care.

As for why Sacred Heart Home is suspending operations, a release issued from the
congregation explains one factor contributing to the decision was the sisters’ concern “to
preserve and foster their charism in its entirety. Consolidating the number of homes
operated by the sisters will enable them to maintain the personal bedside nursing care which

is an essential element of their apostolic charism.

“Another factor in this decision,” said the release, “is the fact that Sacred Heart Home will

need to be rebuilt in the next few years. This suspension will afford us the time to not only
strengthen the staff of sisters, but allow us to discern the best way of rebuilding Sacred Heart

Home.” '

While their numbers are not high, the Rose Hawthorne Dominicans are not dying. “We have
two postulants right now who will take vows in September and we have three girls entering in

October,” Sister Mary de Paul said.

If these numbers keep up, “we are hoping we can return in a few years,” shg adde;d. “We have
others showing interest and if that keeps up we could be coming back within five years.”

To learn more about the Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne visit the website Hawthorne-
Dominicans.org.

S 1-4
) 8! :
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The former Sacred Heart Home for Incurable Cancer...

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
style...

PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL's 18th CENTURY PLAN
(1755 to 1796)

Philadelphia's architectural history includes many buildings
that are "firsts" and what was created for the "first" hospital
in the United States in Philadelphia was a well-conceived plan
at the Eighth and Pine Streets site. Although Webster wrote that
Pennsylvania Hospital's plan would be "emulated in American hospi-
tals for a century,"l%he Sacred Heart Home's mid-20th century de-
sign copied the essential characteristics of the colonial-era
building: center unit from which equal extensions run horizontally;
projecting center unit for reception and other uses, but mainly to
orient the visitor; raised basement level below only a few, not
many, above-ground levels. Sacred Heart Home does not represent
the '"Pennsylvania School of Hospital Design" from the 19th century.

Pennsylvania Hospital's plan from 1755 to 1796, upon the com-
pletion of the west and center units, differs from Isaac Holden's
design for the Pennsylvania Hospital for Mental and Nervous Diseases
drawn in 1836 and no longer existing. Samuel Sloan's design of the
Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane at 49th and Market Streets
(1856) supposedly copied the Holden plan. The objective was to
create a building where "increase(d) individual attention to pati-

nl2

ents and total operational efficiency'™ Were possible in the hori-
zontal distribution of building extensions. The specialized care
in some hospitals (here, with the mentally ill) utilizing this de-

sign portended its success outside of Philadelphia, but only"until

i;Webster, R., Philadelphia Preserved. Temple Univ. Press, 1981,p.6.

Ibid., pp. 197;212;385-386, n30.



-22-

after the Civil Warﬁl%1860s). Webster later described Episcopal
Hospital, a general hospital, (1860-1875, with Sloan) in an "E-
plan" with the extending pavilions reflecting the "Pennsylvania
School of Hospital Design" in the post-Civil War era. Nevertheless,
Episcopal had a center unit which was prominent, like at Pennsyl-
vania Hospital (8th/Pine Sts.),was on a raised basement with no

more than three upper levels and spread horizontally at the front.
Locally, Episcopal Hospital had conmtinued the "Pennsylvania School of
Hospital Design' by which Sloan identifies nationally. For the
instant nomination however, Episcopal Hospital held on its grounds
on Lehigh Avenue the "Harrison Memorial House of Incurable Patients"
which was described as a "(T)hree-story sandstone...built at east
end 1889-91" by GW and WD Hewitt architects. (It was razed in 1965).
This building was not a "pavilion" or wing of the general administra-
tion. (Webster noted that the Harrison Memorial House was '"replaced
by six-story brick and reinforced-concrete Potter-Morris Building
1964-66,")12

Episcopal Hospital's plan was "Considered the best general hos-
pital design in the United States when built, had had a great effect
on subsequent American hospital architecture"(when drawn by Sloan
during the Civil War years) and "influenced later hospital design."16
Sloan's plan derived from the Holden/Kirkbride one from 1836, but
not all of Philadelphia's hospitals saw any difference in the oper-
ation of a facility because of the hospital's lay-out. Relevant to
this nominated building's original purpose in caring for incurables,
by 1877, there was a "Home for Incurables" at 4700 Woodland Avenue
for "diseases...pronounced incurable."17Located in verdant West
Philadelphia, it was one of several specialty hospitals, but not
in the "Hospital Design'" plan. Howard Hospital & Infirmary, founded

12Ibid., p. 197.

187 . 300,

e ") p. 328

17 y, Pp. 309;328.

Scharf and Westcott, History of Philadelphia. Everts:1884,p.2684i1.
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in 1853 for the "medical and surgical treatment of the sick and
infirm deserving poor,'"had been'unsectarian and depends for its
support...the voluntary contributions of the benevolent." "Its
location was 1518-1520 Lombard Street, within a thick enclave of
brick buildings: public, residential and commercial, not in a
sparsely-built area, nor in a Pennsylvania School of Hospital De-

sign plan.

These facts, along with a background in Philadelphia's care
for the destitute with fatal conditions, direct to the uniqueness
of the Sacred Heart Home's purpose here from 1930, as well as why
the 1951 design by Gleeson & Mulrooney incorporated 18th century
architectural conventions which the Dominican Sisters had found to
be proper for their hospice treatment, as well as a plan which
could afford space for a Chapel, residence for the nursing nuns,
offices and in-house conveniences (i.e., the laundry, kitchen, pa-
tient baths, etc....) The building design also suited the rural-
like area next to Hunting Park. By 1951, Little Flower High School
(1938-1939) and rows of homes already existed in the area, but
their relative distance from the large lot upon which the Home was
located, maintained the plan for a horizontal building for the
Home's operation. (This is no longer true at the present, with a
CVS store abutting the Home at the west and high traffic diverting
from Roosevelt Boulevard into the "Hunting Park Avenue Exit" to

Broad Street, which is near the Home.)

Photographs of Pennsylvania Hospital and St. Agnes Hospital
demonstrate the original plan with one subsequently adapted by
local Catholic nuns for their hospital; the mid-20th century modern
plan at Sacred Heart Home continues this hospital pattern.(Over)

18 Thid., p. 1682ii.
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Aerial of
Sacred Heart Home.

(1951-1952)

* - . o
* Ingraved by W. Coo]\'e.. 1802 ourtesy

h,
i ;
i the

Sacred Heart Home's plan is modeled more after Pennsylvania Hospi-
tal's influential design with the projecting center unit and wings.
Pennsylvania's plan evolved from 1755 to 1796 upon completion of

the center and wings. This design was different from the one below,
that of the Pennsylvania School of Hospital design initiated in 1836

by Isaac Holden and copied by Samuel Sloan in 1856 with the extensions.

TR T

3 . :
I |

TI!

LTI T3 T

Fig, 27, Samuwel Sloas, Penusylvania Hospital Mental Department.  From Kirkbeide, T. S., Hospitals for the Insane.
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ST. AGNES HOSPITAL

Now, demolished, this Catholic hospital was on the 1900

block of South Broad Street. Constructed in 1888, the design
proves the effectiveness of Pennsylvania Hospital's 18th cen-
tury plan at the 8th and Pine Streets location,

The facility was run by the Franciscan Sisters.

An architectural firm of Roman Catholic architects, Gleeson
and Mulrooney had scant experience in hospital design, but obviously
relied upon traditional plans which were used nation-wide, such as
the one at Pennsylvania Hospital. A center unit, the axis or the
point of origination for hospital activities, would be the main en-
try, but also orient the visitor to which wing provided what was
sought. The horizontal movement allowed proximity to ground-level

activity as well.

Sacred Heart Home's 1951-1952 plan evolved from Pennsylvania
Hospital's also in that the site afforded an environment that was
more rural than urban, to aid in the palliative care where serenity
and a natural setting had proven healing qualities.

Sacred Heart Home's design had no need for pavilions as with
the Pennsylvania School of Hospital Design of 1836 (by Holden). But
the 18th century plan sufficed for the type of cases, treatments

and limited number of beds the Sisters wanted. (See next page.)

YMahony, D., Historical Sketches... Phila.: 1985, p. 201.
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The former Sacred Heart Free Home for Incurable Cancer...

(e) Is the work of a designer, architect...whose work has
significantly influenced the historical, architectural,
economic, social or cultural development of the City:

GLEESON & MULROONEY

This short-lived firm had a very long list of projects
which would qualify it as one which had "influenced the histo-
rical...economic...(or) cultural development" of Northeast Phila-
delphia's many Catholic parish communities. The architects had
designed a Neo-Classical Northeast Catholic High School for Boys
in 1926, but this seemed anomalous to the designs for several
Catholic parish buildings in areas now separated as '"Lower North-
east,'" "Northeast" and "Far Northeast." The architects were
sensitive to the economics of these groups in that Catholic ser-
vices would be held (for years) in the basements or "lower churches"
while accruing finances for an upper church, as in St. Helena's
in Olney, or St. Matthew's in Mayfair, or at St. William's in
Lawndale or St. Bernard's between Holmesburg and Tacony.2O Priority
was given to erect parochial schools for the young couples moving
into the inexpensive rowhouses. From the 1920s, through the 1930s,
Gleeson & Mulrooney were busy on projects in Northeast Philadelphia
as developing the former farmlands into fast-selling residences
drew builders towards where fortunes were made during these Depres-
sion years. Sam Bass Warner's graph (below) shows how more schools

arose in the Northeast, than anywhere else in the City.

TyrEes oF STRUCTURES, BY DisTrICT,
1985

-

Percent of Structure Type in o District

School Retail Wholesale Factory
Center 17.0 41.0 65.8 50.1
Northeast 827 215 18.7 40.6
South 124 3.9 8.0 8.9
West 16.) 14.5 5.6 6.8
Northwest 21.8 19.1 6.9 136
100.0% 100.0%, 100.0%, 100.09,

Number of Structures
350 9,915 2,577 5,584
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Tatman and Moss' project list on Gleeson & Mulrooney
noted their education at the University of Pennsylvania, which
i1s also where the Dagit brothers and other architects had gone.
There seemed to be some classical training in the curriculum for
the Northeast Catholic design, then the Wills Eye building at
1701 Sprimg Garden Street which also had a portico with columns.
Time constrains barred further research into each indiwidual
church on the project list, but past readings indicated other
architects involved in the same buildings as G&M, such as St.
William's, attributed to Paul Henon and the Corpus Christi Church
where Durang and Lovatt also worked. However, the firm's more
technical skills would create the convent for Holy Redeemer Chi-
nese Catholic Church-School c. 1952, where the design correlates
to the Albert Dagit church design with the Chinese motifs.

Gleeson & Mulrooney's modern, geometric designs in ecclesias-
tical architecture is most evident at the Stella Maris Church in
South Philadelphia with its horizontal, rectangular form and sets
of windows creating the visual pattern at the rather plain facade.
This, along with the Sacred Heart Home would represent how the
architects used only suggestive ornamentation to identify the
buildings as truly Roman Catholic: the statue of the Sacred Heart
at the Home, and statue of Mary under the title Stella Maris (Star
of the Sea in Latin). No Protestant church would ever have these.
(Stella Maris church was dedicated in 1956.)

John McShain's participation with Sacred Heart Home must also
be noted in its history. As the father of a child who became a

nun bound by vows of poverty and obedience (his only child), John

20
Archdiocesan Staff, Our Faith-Filled Heritage. 2007, pp.149;151-
21152;169.

According to Tatman and Moss' compilations (undated) at " hila-
delphiabuildings.org." P ) pare

Warner, Sam Bass, The Private City. Univ.of Penna., 1996, p. 195.

22
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McShain evidently read or heard about the need for a larger and
newer facility and he came forward as "the lowest bidder." Mc-
Shain had then been head of the City's Zoning Commission%3 but
his company also had a great number of government projects com-
pleted by the time he took on this rather small building (as com-
pared to the Pentagon which his firm constructed.) McShain lived
locally, at the Barclay Hotel (which he built) and was a reliable
choice by the Archdiocese: a religious man, faithful to the Church
and not involved in politics as one of his competitors, Matthew

McCloskey, to whom the Cardinal gave many large building projects.

McShain told the Dominican nuns that the work would "be com-
pleted in thirteen months" which may have been as fast as the men
could do. Each cancer patient had to find another place that was
acceptable and accepting of their conditions. Cancer can be a
disgusting disease to treat, and depending on the type of cancer
and the place of the cancer on the body, there can be horrendous
odors. Advancements in the treatment of cancer by 1951 resulted
in the Cancer Act (1937) which established the National Institute
for Cancer. As the #2 cause of death in the country in 1933,
Americans became more sensitive to those suffering or treating,
but still, the care was specialized and few hospitals were equipped
to handle the incurables. Notre Dame Clinic in West Philadelphia
(near the old Home for Incurables) had taken in Sacred Heart Home's

patients without remuneration. (See next page's news clips.)
pag P

McShain's father, John Sr. and uncle William McShane (the
spellings were interchangeable) built many Catholic churches and
parochial buildings with Edwin F. Durang in the 1880s to 1910s 2>
The brothers, then John, Jr. had a long, established name in the

City and were grateful for Archdiocesan commissions, but their

23
Clark, Dennis, The Irish i i i i
24 , , in Philadelphia. Temple Univ. 1973,p.157.
259foy,”John, FFom Humors to Medical Science, Univ.of Ii, 199§pp.253
Album" of Edwin F. Durang with advertizements. ¢.1910. CHRC., '
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Chronology of reports —
]

Cancer Hospltal-j
To Be Dedu:ated

Cancer Home.
Seeks $500 000

FEB 1
Appe&?éy gccr 5 ginnings,

by "The Evening Bulletin"
on the progress of the
nominated building's be-

Heart Institution” ... .|
An appeal far '5500 00(} the nrsl

WiIth which to T p:acc.f and expantl
its Tacilllies, w
; 'The home ha beon suppnrted en- l
tlrely by gooflivill rontr!buhoris
and has served more than 4, 00041
tients of all eeds and races si ce
it was openefi-in 1930, A g
- Last yea' fhe home cared for! 303
patients, wilile at prese'nt ‘there are
25 on its ﬁliting list. ‘The home is
maintaingd by 12 Dominican nuns, |
known af Servants for Relief of In-.

curvablefCancer, and is supervised |

by Sist 1 Marv Regma
The 1 was’founded. about QO i

years ga y Mrs, Fose Liathrop, of |

INew iYork, daughter of Nathaniel
'Hawghorne, the “author, who be-
camg Mother Alphunsa There are.
fivef other s:milar homesﬁln the:
U_n ed States.

7

(—

Cancer Hospltal

10 Be Erected
SM:&Zd%{%Jgséuﬁémg

Will Cost $650,000

A DUiltng | bermit was issued to-

lay to JohnMeShain, Inc., for con-
itruction OF a $650,000 cancer hos-
Jital building at the northwest cor-

ier of Hunting Park av. and Old
fork roa 1
The tlﬁ-ee-story building will re-

place=ard expand the facilities of |
mfg%ggéﬁﬂminmjhm&ay.
[neura ncer, The new struc- |
parEmwI o een

occupy.-a lot 282 by 200
feet, and will accummodate about
100 patients. | Y

~Completion ig'scheduled within 15 '

months Gleeson & Mulrooney are

the’ architects,
i ., contractory, re-

‘ceived a p erech a three- ||
‘story stone ing at ||
3615-17 . Igr PhiNSigma |,
Kappa, a 5,000. VAb- e
Tahain Leégy, prepared

‘the plans.

ST

Razing Started
At Cancer Home

- Sacred Heart to Have -.
Mew $700,000 Edifice

Demolltwn of the - old Say |
Heart Fr

,' m_oclern

J cost appru i

1 of the mstltutmni

1 wh!ch is mainthined by Dnmmlcan.

il nuns.. Over the'past 20 years it hns'
{eared for more than 5, 000 incura-1
‘ble, _only slightl;
half of w m
Catholic

The home 3¢5+
afford care, and Ino Ppatient has
ever been charged} all of the S1p- |
{port. - coming  from voluntary |
‘ Sourees, according o Sister Mary
Regina, superior of the staff of 11
Dominicans, known as Servants for
.ReiieL i-.Incurable ancer.,

‘hold: a, - report edtin Monda
might at 157 N. Igéh £ $I"hes Olneg:
Lions Club is seeking 820 00[} 1o’
help the institution,

‘The present’ 48 atients were
moved in‘:31 -voluntgered ambu-
lances  last week temporary |
gquarters in the Notre Dame Clinic; I
47th st.” and Wvalusi av,, where '
free’space’ was arranged for by Dr, "
Elise Whitlock-Rose. 1

The new home willl have 110|
teds, more than douhlh the size-of|
the:old quarters that w%is originally |
the Lutheran Home ir the Aged, |
now: on Roosevelt buu vard. The |
architéct is Gleeson ; an Mulroonﬂ, |
and the contractor Jolin. cShnin l

NOV 1 ?n 195

- Home for Incura les
Doubles Facilities
The new $800.000 Sam:e.ﬂ..lim,t.

T N

I‘:ee ‘Home for Incurable Can’ggr,*

ark av.,

wa]E e.dedicaled at 4 P M. today
chbrshup John . O'Hara.

i will be open  from. 10 A, M.
untll 6 P. M. for puiblic inspection.
The ne hnrne will double the ea-
pacity for the indigent and incur-
‘able v:ctlms ‘of cancer, )
, “It.is a:tribute to God's ‘care of
‘those. wha ‘trust in' Him for day to
‘day- ekistenee and- 1o our generous
‘benefactors” the Dominican nuns
jats the mst’itaf,ion said yesterday.

iThe Domiricans are known as|

Smants “for. ‘He]ief for Incurable

] “L'diuﬂl:ee: contribu-
ciés, while refusing

any moriey ,f tents ‘or fam-
ilies -of /patien on-sgctarian
‘home =has ca omore than

5,000" 'baitiéhfs

]mvelhgr.-n of ‘Gathdiic - faith,

The new bujlding. s nearly, but
not_mmpletely ‘pdid.for. Substan-
tial mifts were made by thb Knights
of Columbus and by sevaral Lions'
Clubs. .

Ta- make was for " the ‘modern
JUG -bed ~hospital on’ its, old site,

40 pahents have: Teen | quarteled :

rent:'free for. the last 18 months
at’ the Noire Dame"Clinig; ‘47th st.
and Wyalusingjav,  Thepatients
gwill - be ‘transférred next Satur-

ay by voluntéer ambulances and |

cars-of K, of Cgmembers. .
Includes Nuns' Quarters

‘The new th e-story home pro-
wdes sun parlofs,a chapel, kitchen,
laundry and.a. isters residence, in
.‘additmn to the- four.and six-bed
‘wards, which \fill ‘be filled gradu-
ally over the next several months,

The Dominigan charity was be-

'gun by ] orne Lathrop,
haniel Hawthorne,

Side, about 60 vears BEN, She was
rconcerned that; hosp:f.a}s would not
accept, or would turn out.incurable:
cancer vielim§, She - became

Catholic convett, and a Domihi At
nun, and then' started the - -order.

which founded the ﬁrst hbma in
-New York.:

ver' the  last 20
“years; barely; one-haif ~of whom |
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ROSARY HILL HOME

HAWTHORNE g?O,EZéIQ/

NEW YORK

March 14, 1951

His Excellency

Most Rev., Hugh L, Lamb, D.D,
4625 Springfield Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa,

Your Excellency:

Referring to the enclosed notice of the meeting we
would like to advise Your Excellency that the lowest bidder
for the new home was John McShain, who submitted an estimate of

$814,700, and the work to be completed in thirteen months,

Anticipating the pleasure of seeing Your Excellency
at the meeting and with every sincere wish, I beg to remain

Very sincerely in Christ

W)b/é«%é«c— . e
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charity to Archdiocesan causes and Orders dependent upon do-
nations was second to the company's workforce. Yet, John Mc-
Shain's involvement with this humble hospital--a meaningful job,
and important in the City's Catholic history, as well as the
affiliation with Nathaniel Hawthorne's daughter--meant that the
Home would have excellent workmanship, top-graded materials and
the "McShain, Inc." name to prove its quality. In terms of City
history, there were not many McShain buildings in Northeast Phila-
delphia (if any at all) to compare with the'McShains"at Ritten-
house Square in Center City or in Washington, D.C. (where the
company was renovating the White House for President Truman.)26
Indeed, it is significant that John McShain, Inc. is included by
name in this nomination for the founder's accomplishments and
character. At a time when the City was in political chaos and

the new Home Rule Charter, redevelopments and efforts to end wide-
spread corruption in law enforcement, John McShain gave local Cath-

olics pride in the one local institution deserving our respect and

hope for a better City.

The Sacred Heart Home...
(h) ...its unique location...represents an established visual
of the neighborhood.

The site was purchased in 1930 when the area was beginning
to develop around Hunting Park, despite the route that Roosevelt

Boulevard was taking to cross nearby at Broad Street. The Home is
on a large tract, is landscaped and a single building that runs
horizontally. It is a modern design and the statue of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus at the portal distinguishes it as "Catholic" and
institutional in form. The building is unlike the residential row

across the street. It is an obvious sight now, architecturally.

261New York Times" obituary on"John McShain, 90, Constructor of
Pentagon and Kennedy Center." September 19, 1989,
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The Sacred Heart Free Home for Incurable Cancer had only
whatever was given to the Dominican Sisters for their care and
for the poor they treated in this hospice. But the names asso-
ciated with this Home were 20th century figures and known nation-
ally or internationally: Rose Hawthorne Lathrop (awaiting canon-
ization); Cardinal Dougherty; John McShain. And then there is
the style applied to this hospic¢e, which had begun in Philadelphia
in the 18th century at Pennsylvania Hospital, modified for a con-
temporary plan. The architects were responsible for numerous pro-
jects in Northeast Philadelphia as the Catholic population grew
and warranted more parishes to be founded and parochial buildings.
Gleeson & Mulrooney are within the ranks of developers who shaped
Northeast Philadelphia's architectural character when urbanization

and economic incentives in housing created the northward movement.

Many reasons explain the historical significance of this
building, and its value in the City's and Archdiocesan histories
and therefore, this Commission is requested to consider it for

the Register of Historical Buildings.

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
May, 2021 (During COVID.)
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