
ADDRESS: 1400, 1406-18 AND 1420 S 3RD ST  
Name of Resource: Sacred Heart of Jesus Church  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Nominator: Celeste Morello 
Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the properties at 1400, 1406-18 and 1420 S. 
3rd Street, known as the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church and associated rectory and former 
convent buildings, and list them on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  
 
Under Criteria C, D, and H, the nomination contends that the complex exemplifies the evolution 
of the “Picturesque Eclectic Style” by incorporating variations of architecture associated with the 
movement across the three buildings. The nomination also argues that the siting of the 
nominated properties, along the expanse of Moyamensing Avenue, provided a welcome open 
space close to the congestion of Washington Avenue, further demonstrating how the complex 
reflects the “Picturesque Eclectic Style.” 
 
Under the Criterion E, the nomination argues that the church building is significant for its 
association with the prolific architect Edwin F. Durang, whose designs shaped ecclesiastical 
architecture in Philadelphia. 
 
The steeple of the church has been removed, but the complex is otherwise in nearly in original 
condition. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
properties at 1400, 1406-18 and 1420 S. 3rd Street, satisfy Criteria C, D and E, but not Criterion 
H. 
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Boundary Description (PHC Staff Supplemented) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The combined boundary description for the properties at 1400, 1406-18, and 1420 S. 3rd Street is as 

follows: 

Beginning at a point at the southwest corner of Reed and S 3rd Streets thence West along Reed Street 

approximately 77 feet; thence South approximately 93 feet; thence West approximately 76 feet; thence 

South approximately 69’; thence East along Gerritt Street approximately 170 feet to the northwest 

corner of Gerritt and S 3rd Streets; thence North along S 3rd Street approximately 199 feet to the point of 

beginning. 
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