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ADDRESS: 1600-18 ARCH ST, UNIT 1621 
Proposal: Cut down window into door on terrace; install windows without muntins 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: SAS 1600 Arch Street LP 
Applicant: Robert Henderson, Robert Henderson Architect 
History: 1925; Insurance Company of North America Building; Stewardson & Page, architects 
Individual Designation: 9/7/1978 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application focuses on the doors and a window along the east elevation of the 16th floor at 
1600-18 Arch Street, Unit 1621. The applicant is proposing the alterations as part of a 
comprehensive interior renovation. The doors and window face on to exterior terraces and part 
of this change is required because the floor h eight will be raisedin this unit. 
 
The existing doors and windows are not original to the construction of the building. The building 
was converted from office use to residential in 2000.  
  
SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Cut down masonry to alter a window to a door opening on the south terrace of the east 
elevation. 

• Remove existing doors on north and south terraces and replace with windows and one 
set of doors. 

• Remove historic muntin patterns and replace with single lite configuration. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:  

• Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 

o While changing the doors to windows is acceptable, the historic muntin pattern 
should be maintained in the new windows, doors, and transoms to satisfy 
Standard 2. 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o Owing to a lack of visibility from the public right-of-way, the removal of the 
window and cut down of the limestone masonry to accommodate a new door on 
the south terrace meets Standard 9. 

o As the upper portion of the doors and transoms on the 16th floor’s east elevation 
are visible from the public right-of-way, the historic muntin configuration should 
be maintained to satisfy Standard 9.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial pursuant to Standards 2 and 9.  
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MAPS & IMAGES:  
 

 
Figure 1: Map showing location of terraces on the east of elevation of 1600-18 Arch Street (The Phoenix).  
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Figure 2: 1980 photo of east elevation 1600-18 Arch Street. This photo is prior to conversion from office to 
residential. 
 

 




























