Comment from nominator received by the
Philadelphia Historical Commission regarding
the nomination for 318 E. Durham Street



Response to PHC Staff Comments — 318 E Durham St. Historic Nomination
Paula & Kelly O’Day, 6/28/21

1. “.. this building’s connection to Tourison is tenuous at best. The fact that Tourison reportedly
renovated this building does not qualify it for historic designation.”

Alexander Bartlett, Germantown Historical Society Archivist/ Librarian®, has provided additional
information on the 4-photo before — after collage of the conversion of the former 7131 Sprague
St. stable/ barn to the 318 E Durham St. house that was included in the December 2020
nomination submission. Exhibit A shows a most recent scan of the before- after collage provided
by the Germantown Historical Society. Mr. Bartlett reports “... that these photos are from the
collections of Joseph Eddleman, Jr., who was the great grandson of Ashton Tourison.”

Jim Duffin? received a copy of Mr. Bartlett’s 6/22/21 email and commented that “/ notice
Lisabeth Holloway's handwriting there and even my own -- the address number in brackets.” He
goes on to say “Unfortunately | wasn't around when the Eddelmans let the GHS copy the
images. They are great and a wonderful example of what was the common way of doing real
estate development in Philadelphia up to WWII -- reusing existing structures.”

The provenance of the 4-photo before-after collage of the 318 E Durham St. house is very
strong:

e The 4-photos before-after collage was found in joseph Edelson’s, Ashton Tourison’s great
grandson’s, collection at the Germantown Historical Society archives by Alexander Bartlett.

e The handwritten notes on the before-after collage have been attributed to Lisabeth
Holloway by JM Duffin who recognized her handwriting.

e JM Duffin recognizes the address number in brackets “[318 ?] “ on the photo collage as his
own.

e M Duffin recalls that “Unfortunately | wasn't around when the Edelmans let the GHS copy
the images.”

The following image shows a copy of a May 11, 1900 real estate advertisement in the Philadelphia
Inquirer for the sale of the 7131 Sprague (aka 300 E Durham St.) property, including the 12-room house,
stable and tree acres of land.

May 11 | 7131 Sprague | The Philadelphia MT. ATRY
1900 St Property for | Inquirer 7131 SPRAGUE ST OPP. MT NT
Sale Philadelphia, Sta.: modern 12-rooin house: stibll:l;‘nntg'l{ra-
Advertisement | Pennsylvania ter: frnlr and shade trees: three acres land:
11 May 1900, near trolley and railroad: price $15,000. |
Fri + Page 11 il

This real estate advertisement demonstrates that there was a stable/barn on the 7131 Sprague
St. property in May, 1900. Mr. Henry Lehnert, the owner of 7131 Sprague St. property, did not
sell the property and house in 1900; he continued to live in it until his death in 1916.

! Email from Alexander Bartlett to Elise Rivers dated 6/22/21.
% Email from JM Duffin to Alexander Bartlett dated 6/22/21
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The 4-photos collage clearly demonstrates that the 318 E Durham St. house was remodeled by
Ashton Tourison from a barn/stable on the then 7131 Sprague St. property owned by Henry
Lehnert.

2. “This particular building does not illuminate Tourison’s body of work”

Tourison was an active builder for many years and his early work would not be as impressive as
his later work. Master builders do not start their careers as master builders. They need to gain
experience and skill. Some of Ashton Tourison’s early work included building and rehabilitating
stables/ barns.

A search of newspaper accounts of Tourison stable construction and rehabilitation work yielded
8 example projects of his stable construction/ reconstruction work. These example Tourison
stable/barn projects are in Exhibit B.

318 E Durham St. is one of Ashton Tourison’s early career projects and should be protected as
both an example of Tourison’s work and as an example of the early 1900s practice of reusing —
repurposing older buildings.

JM Duffin points out the importance of the building reuse — repurposing issue when considering
the merits of the 318 E Durham St. house, it shows a “... great and a wonderful example of what
was the common way of doing real estate development in Philadelphia up to WWII -- reusing
existing structures.”

3. “The connections to former owners are likewise tenuous. This building was an outbuilding on the
property, not the main building, which was located to the west on Sprague Street, and therefore
has limited connections to former owners. “

It appears that Staff have misunderstood the issue of former residents of the 318 E Durham St.

house. Dr. Louis Grossman, known as the father of endodontics, owned the 318 E Durham St.
house when his ground breaking book, Endodontic Practice was first published in 1940. He later
sold the 318 E Durham St. house to Major Gravell. Both Dr. Grossman and Major Gravell owned
and lived in the 318 E Durham St. house, not the 7131 Sprague St. house implied by the staff
comments.

Dr. Louis Grossman purchased 318 E Durham St. on February 19, 1940 and sold it to WH Gravell
on December 29, 1944. William Gravell was the Pennsylvania State Administrator of the Public
Works Administration in the early 1930s. He had previously been a Major in the US Army Corp of
Engineers. He later taught at Drexel and was the head of a consulting engineering firm that bore
his name.

Dr. Grossman and Major Gravell lived-in and owned the 318 E Durham St. house so it is not
valid to claim “... The connections to former owners are likewise tenuous.”
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4.

“The staff questions the identification of this building on the 1901 Bromley map and contends that
the yellow spot on the map that is interpreted as this building is nothing more than a smudge. The
spot is the wrong size and shape, is in the wrong location, is not outlined in black like other wood-
frame buildings on the map and does not appear on the 1910 Bromley map. “

The staff concerns about the validity of the yellow spot indicating the 318 E Durham St. have
merit. It is interesting to note that the yellow color is the correct color code for a wood building
as shown in the “Explanations” list of colors and corresponding building types for the 1901 map.

We now have more information on the about the stable and the provenance of the 3-phto
before-after collage so that the yellow mark/possible smudge on the 1901 Bromley map is less
important in dating the stable/barn and linking it to linking Ashton Tourison. From more recent
findings, we now know:

e The original 3-acre 7131 Sprague St. property had a stable in May 1900 based on the
May 11, 1900 Philadelphia Inquirer real estate advertisement.

e The 4-photo before — after collage is from Ashton Tourison’s great grandson’s collection
at the Germantown Historical Society.

e Lisbeth Holloway wrote the “original barn remodeled by Ashton Tourison” note on the
4-photo before — after collage.

e M Duffin advises that he is the source of the “[3187?]” pencil notation.
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Exhibit A: 4-Photo Before — After Collage of 318 E Durham St.

Exhibit B: Ashton S. Tourison Early Career: Example Stable Construction Work

Date Description | Newspaper Clipping Clipping H
Oct. 1899 | 1521 Filbert | The Philadelphia =
St.for Penn | Inquirer The Pennsylvania Rallroad has awarded
RR Philadelphia, 4 contract to Ashton S. Tourison to make
Pennsylvania alterations and additlens to the stable at
31 Oct 1899, 4521 'Fillbert street, to cost $25600. The
Tue + Page 9 weork will include second and third floor ad-
ditions, 18x45 feet: the second floor to con-
tain feed bins, and the third floor wil] be
used as a carpenter shop.
June 1902 | Chestnut Hill | The Philadelphia B i
for J Inquirer Ashton S, Tourison is taking estimates for a
Levering Philadelphia, stable at Chestnut HIill, for J. Levering Jones,
Jones Pennsylvania and for a lanndry addition to Frederick Sayder’s |
30 Jun 1902, house, at the same place,
Mon « Page 7 o
May 29, | 318 W The Philadelphia l ) —
1903 Johnson St, Inquirer i Ashton 8. Tourison has obtained the neces.
rear Philadelphia, | Sary permit for the erection of Axle Petre's
Pennsylvania | Dew vs‘:}.'im) brick stable, 52.6x30 feet, rear of
29 May 1903, |31u ‘est Johnson street, Germantown, plan-
Fri + Page 15 ned by Architect C. C. Zantzinger. The build-
Ing will be heated by hot water.
June 17, Chestnut Hill | The Philadelphia -
1903 forJS Clark | Inquirer Plans were posted yesterday at the offices of
Philadelphia, Frank E. Wallace, Thomas Little & Son, Wil-
Pennsylvania liam R. Dougherty, Ashton 8. Tourisom and
17 Jun 1903, Appleton & Burrell for estimates for the two-
Wed + Page 5 story brick and stone stable, 30x680 feet, to
be erected at Chestnut Hill, for J. S. Clark.
C. O. Zantzinger is the architect. Bids are
due on June 26.
ill | The Philadelphia 2
Sepr1903 f:res:;':im” Inquirer P Proposals will be submitted to Architect Ar- |
Norris Phlladelphla, thur Fl. Brockle tn'd" by William J. Grubhler,
Pennsylvania Thomas M. Seeds. Jr., and Ashton & Tourl-
10 Sep 1903, son for & two-story stone stable 22x39 feet,
Thu « Page 6 at Chestnut Hill, for Frank Norrls.
Sept. 2335 The_PhiIadeIphia ""_{-d:;'?ﬂ‘l ;m'i'-nuri-nn_ new front to stable, 2"'\-9:
1903 Hutchinson | Inquirer S Hutehinson =t, for the 'ennsyrivania Co. cost |
St Philadelphia, £410., |
Pennsy'vania Tha anstata of (2 F Pfund & Son. awners 2d. |
25 Sep 1903,
Fri - Page 5
i H |aye, O i mer,
Nov. 1905 | NW Corner The'PhIIadeIphla .\“h"‘"‘:‘ B Tourison, iatérior and exterdor al-
33d St.and Inq'wrer . terationus, and two-story addirions to stable,
Moreland Philadelphia, 27x39 and Z3x40 11, and one-story garden honse,
Ave for J Pennsylvania 19x45 ft, N W cor of 33d st and Moreland Lﬂm
Leveri 04 Nov 1905, ave, for J Leverlng Jones: cost $16,500. steam &
evering heat and tin roof: George T IPearson. architeet, £




Jones | Sat - Page 15

Source: Newspapers.com
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