
ADDRESS: 8224 GERMANTOWN AVE  
Name of Resource: Harriett Detweiler and Caroline Detweiler Hammond House   
Proposed Action: Designation   
Property Owner: Jeanne & Stanley Baum   
Nominator: Chestnut Hill Conservancy   
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov  
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the Harriett Detweiler and Caroline Detweiler 
Hammond House at 8224 Germantown Avenue and list it on the Philadelphia Register of 
Historic Places. The nomination contends that the property satisfies Criteria for Designation A, 
H, and J.  
 
Under Criterion A, the nomination argues that the property has significant character and value 
as part of the development of the Chestnut Hill neighborhood. Under Criterion H, the nomination 
contends that the property is significant for its prominent location along Germantown Avenue, 
the main thoroughfare running through Northwest Philadelphia. The nomination further argues 
that the property satisfies Criterion J for its association with the Detweilers, an early settler 
family, and that it serves as a reflection of the early mid-nineteenth-century character of the 
emerging Chestnut Hill suburb. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 8224 Germantown Avenue satisfies Criteria for Designation A and J. However, the 
staff contends that, while the building contributes to the streetscape, it does not stand out from 
the adjacent buildings as an established and familiar visual feature and does not satisfy 
Criterion H. 
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(must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)

  Street address:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Postal code:_______________   

  
 
 

  Historic Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Current/Common Name:___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

   Building   Structure   Site   Object 

 
 

  Condition:  excellent  good  fair   poor  ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use:____________________________________________________________________ 

  
  

Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries.
  
 

Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting, 
and surroundings. 

 
 

Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies.

Period of Significance (from year to year): from _________ to _________ 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration:______________________________________________ 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer:_________________________________________________ 

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:___________________________________________________ 

  Original owner:__________________________________________________________________ 

 Other significant persons:__________________________________________________________

 

  

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

8224 Germantown Avenue
19118

Harriett Detweiler and Caroline Detweiler Hammond House

✔

✔

✔

Residential

 c.1885  1902
 c. 1885, 1922, 1931, 1932, 1972

Unknown
Unknown

Harriet Detweiler (1826-1902) & Caroline Detweiler Hammond (1822-1897)
 John Landis Mason (1832-1902)



The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply): 
 (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person 
significant in the past; or, 

 (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; 
or, 

 (c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or, 
 (d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or, 
 (e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work 

has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of 
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or, 

 (f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant 
innovation; or, 

 (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved 
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 

 (h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and 
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or, 

 (i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or 
 (j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community. 

 
 

  Please attach a bibliography. 
 
 

 
  

Organization______________________________________Date________________________________ 
 
Name with Title__________________________________ Email________________________________

  
Street Address____________________________________Telephone____________________________ 
 

 City, State, and Postal Code______________________________________________________________ 
  

Nominator  is  is not the property owner. 
 

Date of Receipt:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Correct-Complete  Incorrect-Incomplete  Date:_________________________________ 

Date of Notice Issuance:_________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner at Time of Notice: 

 Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City:_______________________________________ State:____ Postal Code:_________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________ 

Date of Final Action:__________________________________________________________ 

  Designated   Rejected             12/7/18 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

   Chestnut Hill Conservancy  June 8, 2021

 Amy Lambert, RA, MSHP  maryamelialambert@gmail.com

 8708 Germantown Avenue  215-247-9329

 Philadelphia, PA 19118

✔

 9 June 2021

✔  17 June 2021
 21 June 2021

 Stanley and Jeanne Baum
 401 W. Moreland Ave.

 Philadelphia  PA  19118

✔

✔

✔
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Fig. 1. Parcel map of subject property. Source: Atlas, City of Philadelphia.  

The dwelling at 8224 Germantown Avenue is in the Chestnut Hill neighborhood of Philadelphia. 
The boundary of the dwelling site encompasses a long, rectangular shaped lot with a slight bend 
at its northern edge, in the middle of a residential block, with frontage on historic Germantown 
Avenue in the Chestnut Hill National Register Historic District of northwest Philadelphia. Situate 
in the 9th Ward of the City of Philadelphia, Beginning at a point on the southwesterly side of 
Germantown Avenue (70 feet wide) part open and part not legally open State Highway Route 
#67026, measured South 28 degrees, 2 minutes, 00 seconds East along the said Southwesterly 
side of Germantown Avenue the distance of 165 feet 10-7/8 inches from a point of intersection 
formed by the said Southwesterly side of Germantown Avenue (70 feet wide) and the 
Southeasterly side of Southampton Avenue (50 feet wide); thence extending North 54 degrees, 
8 minutes, 00 seconds East crossing the Southwesterly not legally open part of Germantown 
Avenue (70 feet wide) passing through a stone wall the distance of 5 feet ½ inches to a point on 
the Southwesterly side of Germantown Avenue (60 feet wide) legally open within the bed of 
Germantown Avenue (70 feet wide) part open and part not open; thence South 28 degrees, 2 
minutes, 00 seconds East along the Southwesterly side of Germantown Avenue (60 feet wide) 
legally open within the bed of Germantown Avenue (70 feet wide) part open and part not open 
23 feet 6-3/8 inches to a point; thence South 54 degrees, 45 minutes, 55 seconds West recrossing 
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the Southwesterly not legally open part of Germantown Avenue (70 feet wide) part open and 
part not open 5 feet ½ inches to a point on the Southwesterly side of Germantown Avenue (70 
feet wide) part open and part not open; thence South 54 degrees 45 minutes 55 seconds, West 
12 feet 0 inches to an angle point; thence South 42 degrees, 10 minutes, 29 seconds West passing 
through a frame structure 126 feet 1/8 inches to a point; thence North 48 degrees, 1 minute, 50 
seconds West 25 feet 0 inches to a point; thence North 38 degrees, 45 minutes, 53 seconds East 
passing partly through a stone wall 93 feet 6-5/8 inches to an angle point; thence North 54 
degrees, 8 minutes, 00 seconds East passing partly through a wall 53 feet 6-1/2 inches to a point 
on the Southwesterly side of Germantown Avenue (70 feet wide) part open and part not open 
being the first mentioned point and place of beginning.  
 
The property is known as Parcel No. 128N010053, Office of Property Assessment Account No. 
092245100.  
 

 
Fig. 2. The Harriett Detweiler and Caroline Detweiler Hammond House at 8224 Germantown Avenue. 

 



8224 Germantown Avenue 
Nomination to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places, June 2021 

4 

 
Fig. 3. Perspective of 8224 Germantown Avenue from north. Source: Google Maps. 

 

Fig. 4. Perspective of 8224 Germantown Avenue from the south. Source: Google Maps. 




































