
MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: James Leonard, Records Commissioner 

FROM: Sonny Popowsky, Chair, Philadelphia Water, Sewer and Storm Water Rate Board SP 

DATE: June 16, 2021 

RE: Determination of Water Department TAP-R Rates and Charges Beginning 9/1/2021 

 

On April 14, 2021, the Water Department filed a Formal Notice of Proposed Changes in 

Rates and Charges; Annual Adjustment of Tiered Assistance Program Rate Rider Surcharge 

Rates (TAP-R); Final Proposed TAP-R Reconciliation Statement, seeking to implement the 

annual adjustment to the Tiered Assistant Program Rate Rider Surcharge Rates (TAP-R) and to 

revise related water, sewer and fire service connection charges effective September 1, 2021.  The 

Water Department had filed Advance Notice of these proposed changes with City Council and 

the Philadelphia Water, Sewer and Storm Water Rate Board on March 15, 2021. 

In accordance with Section 5-801 of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, Section 13-101 

of the Philadelphia Code, and the Regulations of the Water, Sewer and Storm Water Rate Board, 

the Rate Board held one public hearing and one technical hearing on this matter on May 21, 

2021.  Pursuant to those Regulations, the Rate Board’s Hearing Officer held a scheduling 

conference and supervised discovery among the entities and individual registered as participants 

in the TAP-R rate proceeding. 

At the technical hearing, the Hearing Officer accepted documents into the record, 

including a Joint Petition for Settlement of TAP-R Proceeding filed by the Water Department 

and the Public Advocate agreeing to the proposed changes in the TAP-R, with slight 

adjustments.  The Joint Petition explained the support of the Water Department and the Public 

Advocate for those rates.  No other participant submitted comments.  The Hearing Officer 

submitted a Report recommending adoption of the proposed rates, as modified in the settlement.  

The Rate Board deliberated the issues in the proceeding and adopted this Rate Determination in a 

public meeting held on June 9, 2021.  All meetings and hearings, and the proceeding itself, were 

duly noticed. 

Pursuant to Section 5-801 of the Charter, Section 13-101 of the Code, and the Rate 

Board’s Regulations, and at the direction of the Rate Board in its public meeting of June 9, 2021, 

I am forwarding herewith for filing the Rate Determination of the Philadelphia Water, Sewer and 

Storm Water Rate Board on the 2021 TAP Rider Rate Adjustment, which constitutes the Rate 

Report and Rate Determination of the Rate Board, along with a memorandum of approval from 

the Law Department.  The Rate Board has approved changes in rates and charges to take effect 

on September 1, 2021. 

We expect that the Water Department will timely file Rates and Charges in conformance 

with the Rate Determination. 

 

james.leonard
Received



The City of Philadelphia 

Law Department 

Diana P. Cortes, City Solicitor 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 TO: Sonny Popowsky, Chair, Philadelphia Water, Sewer and Storm Water Rate Board 
 

FROM: Daniel W. Cantú-Hertzler, Senior Attorney  DWCH 
 

    DATE: June 16, 2021 
 

 RE:  Determination of Water Department TAP-R Rates and Charges Beginning 9/1/2021 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I have reviewed the attached Rate Determination of the Philadelphia Water, Sewer and 

Storm Water Rate Board, which the Rate Board adopted on June 9, 2021.  The Rate Board is the 

independent rate-making body established by ordinance of City Council pursuant to Section 5-

801 of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter to fix and regulate rates and charges for water and 

sewer services.  The attached document is the Rate Board’s Rate Report under Section 13-101(8) 

of the Philadelphia Code, and is the Rate Board’s Rate Determination pursuant to Sections I(o) 

and II.A.3 of the Rate Board Regulations.  I find the attached Rate Determination to be legal and 

in proper form. 

In accordance with Section 13-101(8) of the Philadelphia Code and Section II.A.3(c) of 

the Rate Board Regulations, you may forward the Rate Determination to the Department of 

Records for filing.  As stated in the Rate Determination and consistent with Section 13-101(3)(e) 

of the Code and Section II.A.3(d) of the Rate Board Regulations, the effective date of the initial 

changes in the rates and charges will be September 1, 2021 if the Water Department files its 

conforming Rates and Charges at least ten days prior to that date. 

Attachment 

cc (w/att): All Rate Board Members (via E-mail) 
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BEFORE THE 

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA WATER, SEWER AND STORM WATER RATE BOARD 

 

 

In the Matter of the Philadelphia Water Department’s 

Proposed Changes in Water and Sewer Rates and 

Related Charges 
 

 

: 

: 

: 

 

2021 TAP Rider Rate Adjustment 

RATE DETERMINATION 

The subject of this Rate Determination is the request of the Philadelphia Water 

Department (PWD or Department) to implement its annual reconciliation adjustment to the Tiered 

Assistance Program Rate Rider (TAP-R) surcharge.  TAP is a customer assistance program that 

allows low-income customers to pay reduced bills based upon a percentage of their household 

income.  The TAP-R rider tracks revenue losses resulting from application of the TAP discount, 

to permit annual reconciliation if they are greater or less than projected.  The TAP-R surcharge is 

charged to customers who do not receive the discount. 

We hereby adopt and incorporate the Report of Hearing Officer Marlane R. 

Chestnut, dated May 29, 2021, (attached), which contains the history of the proceeding and 

recommends that we approve the proposed rates and charges for the TAP-R surcharge contained 

in the Joint Petition for Settlement of TAP-R Proceeding (Joint Petition) submitted by PWD and 

the Public Advocate (represented in this proceeding by Community Legal Services), dated May 

20, 2021. 

After a full review of the record, we agree with the Hearing Officer’s 

recommendation that, for service rendered on and after September 1, 2021, the Department be 

permitted to increase the current TAP-R water surcharge rates from $0.57/mcf to $0.69/mcf1 and 

 
1  Fire protection customers also are subject to a TAP-R surcharge, which is set at the TAP-R Water surcharge rate, 

and which is incorporated in the quantity charge.  Therefore, the change in the water rate will also apply to the Fire 

Protection TAP-R surcharge. 
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to similarly increase the sewer surcharge rate from $0.78/mcf to $1.09/mcf.  See, Joint Petition, 

Exhibit 2. 

These rates and charges are in compliance with applicable ordinances2 and 

regulations3 and our 2018 Rate Determination, which set forth the basis for calculating and 

adjusting the TAP-R.surcharge. The record of this proceeding fully supports the conclusion that 

these rates provide a reasonable basis for recovery of TAP-R costs and therefore are just and 

reasonable. 

We note that these rates, after a full opportunity for review and discovery, were 

either agreed to (PWD, the Public Advocate) or not opposed (the Philadelphia Large Users Group) 

by all active participants, who represent a broad range of interests.  No participants objected to the 

May 29, 2021, Hearing Officer Report. 

Therefore, we find the modified TAP-R rates contained in Exhibit 2 to the Joint 

Petition to be just and reasonable and authorize the Department to file revised rates and charges as 

proposed, effective for service rendered on and after September 1, 2021. 

 

 

Date: June 9, 2021 

 

Irwin “Sonny” Popowsky, Chair 

Tony Ewing, Vice-Chair 

Rasheia R. Johnson, Secretary 

Abby L. Pozefsky, Member 

 

 

 
2 Philadelphia Code Sections 13-101 (Fixing and Regulating Rates and Charges) and 19-1605 (Limitation on Action 

to Enforce Collection; Income-Based Water Rate Assistance Program). 
3 Rate Board Regulations; Water Department Regulation 206.0 (Income-Based Water Rate Assistance Program). 

https://www.phila.gov/media/20180713144736/2018-RATE-DETERMINATION-TIMESTAMPED.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 
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