
ADDRESS: 1716 CHESTNUT ST  
Name of Resource: Wall and Ochs Building  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Tuscan Realty of PA, LLC  
Nominator: Center City Residents Association  
Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov  
  
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 1716 Chestnut Street as 
historic and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. Under Criterion D, the 
nomination contends that the subject property is a “notable example of a Renaissance Revival-
style commercial building of the turn of the twentieth century.” Under Criterion E the nomination 
argues that the 1716 Chestnut Street was designed “by the architectural firm of Addison Hutton, 
a designer that greatly influenced the City of Philadelphia and the larger region in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.” Under Criterion J, the nomination suggests that the 
subject property is significant because it was constructed for and housed opticians Wall & Ochs, 
whose business was representative of “the economic, social, and historical heritage 
of optometry in Philadelphia, as the field and industry evolved in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries to become a recognized health care profession nationwide.” 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that 
the property at 1716 Chestnut Street satisfies Criteria for Designation D, E and J. 
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NOMINATION  

FOR THE  

PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

�

�
�������������� ��!"�#��$%�&����'�("&�%$�%)�&���*"''���+,�-�

.��'/�$���0%��,���+-,"��.��-��&��	
	
��

�

The Wall & Ochs Building 

Manufacturing Opticians  

Built 1898 

– 

Designed by Addison Hutton, Architect, in 1898  

– 

1716 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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6. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
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HHistoric Context: The Early History of the Wall & Ochs Building 
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HHistoric Context: The Commercial Oeuvre of Addison Hutton  
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