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ADDRESS: 400-36 S 3RD ST (301-15 LOMBARD ST) 
Proposal: Construct 3-story building with parking 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: St. Peters Protestant Episcopal Church 
Applicant: David Feaster, KieranTimberlake 
History: 1758; Saint Peter's Church and Yard; tower and spire c. 1842, William Strickland; iron 
spiral staircases c. 1846, Thomas U. Walter 
Individual Designation: 4/30/1957 
District Designation: Society Hill Historic District, Significant, 3/10/1999 
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The property in question, 400-36 S. 3rd Street, is a large parcel that occupies much of the block 
bounded by Pine, S. 3rd, Lombard, and S. 4th Streets. St. Peter’s Church stands at the northeast 
corner of the site. St. Peter’s Cemetery occupies much of the northern half of the site. The 
southwest corner of the site, which is currently used as a surface parking lot, is being 
subdivided off as 301-15 Lombard Street. St. Peter’s Church proposes to build a three-story 
parish house with below-grade parking on the site at 301-15 Lombard Street. 
 
The overall property, 400-36 S. 3rd Street, was individually designated in 1957 and was included 
in the Society Hill Historic District as a Significant resource in 1999. Although part of the larger 
tax parcel at 400-36 S. 3rd Street at the time of designation, the surface parking lot at 301-15 
Lombard Street was separately classified as Non-contributing with archaeological potential in 
the Society Hill Historic District inventory. Unrelated to this project, the Historical Commission 
will consider a proposal to reclassify the 301-15 Lombard Street site to Contributing owing to its 
archaeological potential at its March 2019 meeting. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Construct a three-story parish house with below-grade parking 
• Conduct additional archaeological investigations 

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Rehabilitation Standards of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties and Guidelines include: 

• Standard 8: Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such 
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 

o The application includes the report of a Phase IA archaeological investigation 
that was undertaken for the site in question. The report identifies and maps three 
types of zones within the 301-15 Lombard Street parcel, those with high 
archaeological sensitivity, with moderate sensitivity, and with relatively little 
chance of archaeological remains. The report concludes that further 
archaeological investigation should appropriately entail a Phase IB or combined 
Phase IB and Phase-II level study; and, if significant archaeological remains are 
discovered, an appropriate level of mitigation should be implemented. 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed three-story building would be clad in brick would include a wood-
window curtain wall system on the east and north facades. The garage entrance 
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would be located on Lombard Street. The building is designed in a style that is 
reminiscent of and compatible with the 1970s-era infill buildings in the historic 
district. The proposed building would be differentiated from the old and would be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided that any disturbance of archaeological remains in 
the high archaeological sensitivity zones is mitigated with either data recovery excavation or 
monitoring during construction, as recommended in the Phase IA report, pursuant to Standards 
8 and 9. 
 
MAPS & IMAGES:  

 
Figure 1: 2018 Parcel Map 
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THorst
Text Box
311 Lombard Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106

THorst
Text Box
The Reverend Claire Nevin-Field, St. Peter's Church

THorst
Text Box
841 N. American Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123

THorst
Text Box
313 Pine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106

THorst
Text Box
James Timberlake

THorst
Text Box
841 N. American Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123

THorst
Text Box
KieranTimberlake

THorst
Text Box
Contractor TBD

THorst
Text Box
Religious Assembly

THorst
Text Box
13,600,000.00

THorst
Text Box
The proposed building is 3-stories and approximately 16,000 GSF over a basement/garage of an additional 10,000 GSF.  Program includes a "Great Hall" event space of approximately 4,000 GSF, plus a lobby, kitchen, restrooms, meeting spaces, administrative spaces, and a music room.

THorst
Text Box
(215) 922-6600

THorst
Text Box
(215) 925-5968

THorst
Text Box
Trevor Horst

THorst
Text Box
(215) 922-6600

THorst
Text Box
thorst@kierantimberlake.com

THorst
Text Box
KieranTimberlake

THorst
Text Box
26,000

THorst
Text Box
10      04      2018

THorst
Image

THorst
Line
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18 December 2018 

Jonathan Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historic Commission
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor
Philadelphia, PA  19102

Re:  301–315 Lombard Street—Proposed Property Improvements

Dear Dr. Farnham, 

Please find the enclosed application information for your review and comment, as part 
of seeking the Commission’s final approval—so as to continue the process for building 
permits—for property improvements proposed at 301–315 Lombard Street, a separate 
property from the adjacent church property owned by the same non-profit corporation (St. 
Peter’s Church).

The proposed property improvements include construction of a 3-story Parish House 
for St. Peter’s, over a basement parking garage to include 11 parking spaces. The Parish 
House interior program would consist of a large gathering space for events, as well 
as administrative office space, meeting rooms, and music/choir practice facilities. As 
reference, note that the proposed project is currently in process for seeking zoning 
approval, but as conceived is an Allowable Use within an RM-1 district, and has been 
designed to respect the required setbacks and open area requirements; i.e., it is our 
understanding that no zoning variances will be required.

Enclosed please find a copy of the City’s official building permit application form, a copy 
of the Confirmatory Deed for the subject property at 301–315 Lombard Street, a Phase IA 
Archaelogical Survey that was commissioned by our client in 2016 and delivered by Hunter 
Research in November of that same year, contextual photographs of the existing parking lot 
site, and various drawings and graphic depictions detailing the proposed project.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if there are other materials and/or information 
that would be helpful in facilitating your review.

Sincerely,

David Feaster, AIA
Principal
 

Copy to:  James Timberlake, FAIA
  Peter F. Kelsen, Blank Rome

K I E RANT IMBERLAKE  

KIERANTIMBERLAKE
ARCHITECTS
PLANNERS
RESEARCHERS
   
841  NORTH AMERICAN
PHILADELPHIA PA 19123
UNITED STATES
V+  1  215 922 6600
KIERANTIMBERLAKE.COM

BILLIE  FAIRCLOTH AIA
STEPHEN KIERAN FAIA 
MATTHEW KRISSEL AIA
RICHARD MAIMON FAIA
DAVID RIZ FAIA
JASON SMITH AIA
JAMES TIMBERLAKE FAIA

JOANNE AITKEN FAIA 
RODERICK BATES 
STEPHANIE CARLISLE
ANDREW CRONIN AIA
KATE CZEMBOR AIA
MARK DAVIS AIA
DAVID FEASTER AIA
LAURENT HEDQUIST AIA
RICHARD HODGE AIA 
CHRISTOPHER MACNEAL AIA
JON MCCANDLISH AIA
JOHANN MORDHORST AIA
TIM PETERS AIA
MARILIA RODRIGUES AIA 
RYAN WELCH
CARIN WHITNEY

Cover Letter
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View of existing site from the south (Lombard Street)
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View of existing site from west side of lot
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View of existing site from north side of lot
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View of existing site from the east (3rd Street)
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PHASE IA ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION: PROPOSED ST. PETER’S PARISH HALL SITE

Page 1-3
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Existing site plan. Excerpt from Archaeological Report. See page 45 for full report. 
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Figure 1.3.  Site Plan Showing Limits of Archaeological Study Area (outlined).  Scale:  1 inch = 45 feet (approximately).  Source:  Stantec 2015, Lot Consolidation/Subdivision Plan.

Existing site plan. Excerpt from Archaeological Report. See page 45 for full report. 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

8 PENN CENTER, SUITE 1902

SPACE BY SPIELMAN LTD.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
2200 ARCH ST. SUITE 305

V  215-922-1916

FOOD SERVICE CONSULTANT

3/16" = 1'-0"
GF/ RW

TH

A2.00

FLOOR PLAN -
GARAGE LEVEL

KT
871

ST. PETER'S CHURCH

PARISH HOUSE

1 NOVEMBER 2018

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

A2.00 3/16" = 1'-0"
1 FLOOR PLAN - GARAGE LEVEL

ROOM FINISH SCHEDULE - GARAGE

ROOM
AREA

FINISHES
NUMBER NAME FLOOR BASE WALL FINISH

LOWER LEVEL
001 P. GARAGE 5687 SF CONC - CONC
002 LOBBY 243 SF WALK OFF MAT RUBBER PNT GYP
003 UTILITY 218 SF CONC RUBBER GYP, CONC
004 SEXTON 85 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
005 FC STOR 133 SF CONC CONC PNT GYP, FRP
006 FURN STOR 206 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP
007 MECHANICAL 1115 SF CONC - GYP, CONC
008 CORRIDOR 73 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP
008A ELECTRICAL 134 SF CONC - PNT GYP, CONC
008B TELECOM 97 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP
008C EMERGENCY ELEC 47 SF CONC RUBBER GYP
009 CORRIDOR 169 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP, CONC
A000 STAIR A 107 SF WF WD PNT GYP
B000 STAIR B 153 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP
E000-A ELEV MACH 38 SF CONC - PNT GYP

St. Peter’s Church 
Parish Hall

Philadelphia, PA

Architect: 
KieranTimberlake

Floor Plan – 
Garage/Basement

10/30/2018

SCALE: 1” = 16’-0”
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CAD FILE:
CHECKED BY:

DATE:

SCALE:

REVISIONS
NO. DATE DESCRIPTION

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

MECHANICAL, ELECTRIAL, PLUMBING, FIRE 
PROTECTION, TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERING

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

NV5, INC.

OLIN
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

150 SOUTH INDEPENDENCE MALL WEST
PUBLIC LEDGER BUILDING, SUITE 1123

V  215-440-0030
F  215-440-0041

V  215-751-1133

THE PHILADELPHIA BUILDING
1315 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 900

F  215-318-9017

kierantimberlake.com

PHILADELPHIA, PA  19123
841 NORTH AMERICAN STREET

V  215-922-6600

CIVIL ENGINEERING, STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

F  215-922-4680

ARCHITECT

TIM HAAHS

BLUE BELL, PA 19422
550 TOWNSHIP LINE ROAD, SUITE 100

V  484-342-0200

PARKING CONSULTANT

F  484-342-0222

METROPOLITAN ACOUSTICS
ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANT

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

1628 JFK BOULEVARD

V  215-248-4352

KT  PROJECT NO.

N

PROJECT NORTH

INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS, INC.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106
221 CHESTNUT STREET, SUITE 200

V  215-923-8888

COST ESTIMATING

F  215-592-8989

WILSON CONSULTING, INC.

ARDMORE, PA 19003
7 EAST LANCASTER AVENUE, SUITE 300

V  610-668-3511

SPECIFICATIONS

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

8 PENN CENTER, SUITE 1902

SPACE BY SPIELMAN LTD.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
2200 ARCH ST. SUITE 305

V  215-922-1916

FOOD SERVICE CONSULTANT

3/16" = 1'-0"
GF / RW

TH

A2.01

FLOOR PLAN - LEVEL 1

KT
871

ST. PETER'S CHURCH

PARISH HOUSE

1 NOVEMBER 2018

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

A2.01 3/16" = 1'-0"
2 LEVEL 01 - FLOOR PLAN

ROOM FINISH SCHEDULE - LEVEL 1

ROOM
AREA

FINISHES
NUMBER NAME FLOOR BASE WALL FINISH

LEVEL 01
100 VESTIBULE 134 SF WALK OFF MAT WD WD
101 LOBBY 468 SF WF WD WD, PNT GYP
102 GREAT HALL 3968 SF WF WD WD, ACS PLAS
102A STORAGE 43 SF WF WD PNT GYP
102C ELEC CL 19 SF WF - PNT GYP
104 CORRIDOR 243 SF WF WD PNT GYP
105 M TOILET 158 SF CT CT CT, PNT GYP
106 ADA TOILET 50 SF CT CT CT, PNT GYP
107 W TOILET 161 SF CT CT CT, PNT GYP
108 FOOD CUPB. 332 SF EPOXY EPX PNT GYP
109 KITCHEN 466 SF EPOXY EPX PNT GYP, FRP
A100 STAIR A 225 SF WF WD PNT GYP
B100 STAIR B 153 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP

St. Peter’s Church 
Parish Hall

Philadelphia, PA

Architect: 
KieranTimberlake

Floor Plan – Level 1

10/30/2018

SCALE: 1” = 16’-0”
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CAD FILE:
CHECKED BY:
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REVISIONS
NO. DATE DESCRIPTION

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

MECHANICAL, ELECTRIAL, PLUMBING, FIRE 
PROTECTION, TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERING

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

NV5, INC.

OLIN
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

150 SOUTH INDEPENDENCE MALL WEST
PUBLIC LEDGER BUILDING, SUITE 1123

V  215-440-0030
F  215-440-0041

V  215-751-1133

THE PHILADELPHIA BUILDING
1315 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 900

F  215-318-9017

kierantimberlake.com

PHILADELPHIA, PA  19123
841 NORTH AMERICAN STREET

V  215-922-6600

CIVIL ENGINEERING, STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

F  215-922-4680

ARCHITECT

TIM HAAHS

BLUE BELL, PA 19422
550 TOWNSHIP LINE ROAD, SUITE 100

V  484-342-0200

PARKING CONSULTANT

F  484-342-0222

METROPOLITAN ACOUSTICS
ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANT

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

1628 JFK BOULEVARD

V  215-248-4352

KT  PROJECT NO.

INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS, INC.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106
221 CHESTNUT STREET, SUITE 200

V  215-923-8888

COST ESTIMATING

F  215-592-8989

WILSON CONSULTING, INC.

ARDMORE, PA 19003
7 EAST LANCASTER AVENUE, SUITE 300

V  610-668-3511

SPECIFICATIONS

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

8 PENN CENTER, SUITE 1902

SPACE BY SPIELMAN LTD.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
2200 ARCH ST. SUITE 305

V  215-922-1916

FOOD SERVICE CONSULTANT

3/16" = 1'-0"
GF

TH

A2.02

FLOOR PLAN - LEVEL 2

KT
871

ST. PETER'S CHURCH

PARISH HOUSE

1 NOVEMBER 2018

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

A2.02 3/16" = 1'-0"
1 LEVEL 02 - FLOOR PLAN

ROOM FINISH SCHEDULE - LEVEL 2

ROOM
AREA

FINISHES
NUMBER NAME FLOOR BASE WALL FINISH

LEVEL 02
200 L2 LOBBY 236 SF CPT WD PNT GYP
200A CORRIDOR 496 SF CPT WD PNT GYP
200B ELEC CL 13 SF CONC - PNT GYP
201 MEETING 308 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
202 MEETING 301 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
203 ADMIN SUITE 525 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
203A CLOSET 14 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
204 OFFICE 128 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
205 OFFICE 202 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
206 OFFICE 173 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
207 ROBING 86 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
208 RESTROOM 56 SF CT CT CT, PNT GYP
209 ARCH. WORK 133 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
209B ARCHIVE 217 SF LIN RUBBER PNT GYP
210 MEETING 360 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
211 KITCHENETTE 24 SF CPT WD
A200 STAIR A 362 SF WF WD PNT GYP
B200 STAIR B 208 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP

St. Peter’s Church 
Parish Hall

Philadelphia, PA

Architect: 
KieranTimberlake

Floor Plan – Level 2

10/30/2018

SCALE: 1” = 16’-0”
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NO. DATE DESCRIPTION

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

MECHANICAL, ELECTRIAL, PLUMBING, FIRE 
PROTECTION, TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERING

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

NV5, INC.

OLIN
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

150 SOUTH INDEPENDENCE MALL WEST
PUBLIC LEDGER BUILDING, SUITE 1123

V  215-440-0030
F  215-440-0041

V  215-751-1133

THE PHILADELPHIA BUILDING
1315 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 900

F  215-318-9017

kierantimberlake.com

PHILADELPHIA, PA  19123
841 NORTH AMERICAN STREET

V  215-922-6600

CIVIL ENGINEERING, STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

F  215-922-4680

ARCHITECT

TIM HAAHS

BLUE BELL, PA 19422
550 TOWNSHIP LINE ROAD, SUITE 100

V  484-342-0200

PARKING CONSULTANT

F  484-342-0222

METROPOLITAN ACOUSTICS
ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANT

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103

1628 JFK BOULEVARD

V  215-248-4352

KT  PROJECT NO.

INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS, INC.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106
221 CHESTNUT STREET, SUITE 200

V  215-923-8888

COST ESTIMATING

F  215-592-8989

WILSON CONSULTING, INC.

ARDMORE, PA 19003
7 EAST LANCASTER AVENUE, SUITE 300

V  610-668-3511

SPECIFICATIONS

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106

BURO HAPPOLD CONSULTING ENGINEERS

NEW YORK, NY 10005
100 BROADWAY

V  212-334-2025

8 PENN CENTER, SUITE 1902

SPACE BY SPIELMAN LTD.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
2200 ARCH ST. SUITE 305

V  215-922-1916

FOOD SERVICE CONSULTANT

3/16" = 1'-0"
GF

TH

A2.03

FLOOR PLAN - LEVEL 3

KT
871

ST. PETER'S CHURCH

PARISH HOUSE

1 NOVEMBER 2018

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

A2.03 3/16" = 1'-0"
1 LEVEL 03 - FLOOR PLAN

ROOM FINISH SCHEDULE - LEVEL 3

ROOM
AREA

FINISHES
NUMBER NAME FLOOR BASE WALL FINISH

LEVEL 03
300 L3 LOBBY 262 SF CPT WD PNT GYP
300A CORRIDOR 497 SF CPT WD PNT GYP
300B ELEC CL 13 SF CONC - PNT GYP
300C CL 24 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
301 MEETING 307 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
302 MEETING 300 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
303 MUSIC 1008 SF LIN WD PNT GYP, FTR

FREE
304 MUSIC STOR 78 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
305 RESTROOM 56 SF CT CT CT, PNT GYP
306 MEETING 270 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
307 STORAGE 104 SF CPT RUBBER PNT GYP
308 MEETING 371 SF LIN WD PNT GYP
A300 STAIR A 361 SF WF WD PNT GYP
B300 STAIR B 208 SF CONC RUBBER PNT GYP

St. Peter’s Church 
Parish Hall

Philadelphia, PA

Architect: 
KieranTimberlake

Floor Plan – Level 3

10/30/2018

SCALE: 1” = 16’-0”
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A Phase IA archaeological survey was performed in connection with the planned construction of a new parish 
hall at the corner of Third and Lombard Streets in Society Hill, Philadelphia.  The project site is currently an 
open lot that serves as a parking lot and school playground.  Work tasks comprised background research, field 
inspection, data analysis and report preparation.

The project site is located within the Society Hill Historic District and is noted in the historic district designation 
documentation as having archaeological potential.  The assessment of project impacts on potential archaeologi-
cal resources is within the purview of the Philadelphia Historical Commission.

Historical research undertaken for this survey demonstrates that the project site experienced a complex 
sequence of land use involving ten separate properties extending back into the mid-18th century.  From the mid-
18th century until 1869, land use was predominantly residential, but in the latter year the City of Philadelphia 
constructed the George M. Wharton Public School on the northern half of the site.  The school went on to absorb 
the remaining properties and continued in operation until the late 1930s .  In 1940, St. Peter’s Church acquired 
the school property from the City and soon after demolished the school building.

Analysis of historic maps and historical data has allowed the delineation of areas of high, moderate and mini-
mal archaeological sensitivity within the project site.  Areas of high sensitivity hold a reasonable potential for 
yielding significant information about historic land use within the Society Hill Historic District for the period 
circa 1740-1860.

It is recommended that the Philadelphia Historic Commission’s oversight of archaeological issues affecting this 
project be clarified.  Recommendations are also offered for further archaeological investigation, should this be 
required by the Commission, or be deemed appropriate by St. Peter’s Church.
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A.  PROJECT BACKGROUND AND SCOPE-
OF-WORK

This report describes and preliminarily interprets the 
results of a Phase IA archaeological survey carried 
out in the fall of 2016 for the site of a proposed parish 
hall to be constructed by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Third and Lombard Streets in Society 
Hill, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (Figures 1.1-1.3).  
The project site, identified as 301-15 Lombard Street 
aka Consolidated Parcel B, consists of an open lot cur-
rently used for parking, covering an area of 0.46469 
acres (20,242 sq. ft.).  This study was conducted by 
Hunter Research, Inc. working as a subcontractor to 
the architectural firm of KieranTimberlake for St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church.

The purpose of this study was to provide St. Peter’s 
Church and its project architect with archaeological 
and historical data in support of project design, con-
struction planning and municipal permitting.  A Phase 
IA archaeological survey preliminarily assesses the 
sensitivity of a project site for significant archaeo-
logical resources without resorting to subsurface 
investigation.  In this instance, this initial assessment 
involved a review of historical data (notably pertinent 
published and unpublished sources and site-specific 
primary documentation, including historic maps, pho-
tographs and land records) coupled with an inspection 
of the project site.  The principal focus of study was 
the succession of 18th- and 19th-century buildings 
that formerly occupied the project site and the related 
land use history of the block bounded by Pine and 
Lombard Streets and Third and Fourth Streets.  This 
technical report summarizes the findings of this 
investigative work, presents an assessment of the 

archaeological sensitivity of the project site and offers 
recommendations for further archaeological resource 
management.

All work has followed the survey guidelines of the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 
Bureau for Historic Preservation (PHMC/BHP) and 
is in general conformance with the reporting require-
ments of the Philadelphia Historical Commission.  
This study was directed by Dr. Richard Hunter with 
the bulk of the historical research being undertaken 
by staff historian Eryn Boyce.  Senior staff conducting 
this work met the National Park Service qualifications 
for historians and archaeologists.

B.  REGULATORY CONTEXT

The project site is located within the Society Hill 
Historic District, which was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1971 and the Philadelphia 
Register of Historic Places in 1999.  In the inven-
tory of properties in the Society Hill Historic District 
compiled by the Philadelphia Historical Commission 
in 1999, 301-15 Lombard Street (aka 414-32 Third 
Street) is referenced as a “Parking lot and fence.”  
The property is identified as “non-contributing” to 
the historical significance of the district, but is noted 
as having “archaeological potential” (Philadelphia 
Historical Commission 1999).

Construction of the proposed parish hall will not be 
making use of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or fed-
eral funds and will not require state or federal permits.  
On this basis, it will not be necessary for the project’s 
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Figure 1.1.  Location of Proposed St. Peter’s Parish Hall Project Site (circled).  Scale:  1 inch = 1,000 feet.  
Source:  U.S. Geological Survey 7.5’ Topographic Series, Philadelphia, PA.-N.J. Quadrangle (1967, pho-
torevised 1994).
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effect on archaeological resources to be reviewed in 
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act or the Pennsylvania Historic Code.

At the municipal level, any new construction will be 
reviewed by the Philadelphia Historical Commission 
for compatibility with the architectural character 
and historic setting of the Society Hill Historic 
District.  The Commission’s rules and regulations 
(adopted 1990; most recently revised, February 11, 
2010) are less than explicit about how “undeveloped 
sites” are to be treated with respect to archaeological 
resources.  In the case of assessing a lot that is vacant, 
the Commission’s power is strictly speaking only a 
45-day review and comment (instead of a regulatory 
review where the Commission could make require-
ments of the applicant), unless the vacant property 
was specifically identified at the time of the nomina-
tion’s filing as having archaeological significance or 
“value” (see regulation wording below). 

REVIEW OF NEW CONSTRUCTION IN 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS
8.1 45-Day Review and Comment Jurisdiction
The Commission asserts plenary jurisdiction 
over most new construction.  However, the 
Commission exerts a limited form of jurisdic-
tion, called review-and-comment jurisdiction, 
over new construction on one type of site in 
historic districts. Sections 14-2007(2)(d), (7)
(a), and (7)(d) of the Philadelphia Code limit 
the Commission’s jurisdiction to “a forty-five 
(45) day period of comment” for the “erection 
of a new building, structure or object upon an 
undeveloped site” that is “within an historic 
district.” To conform to these provisions, the 
Commission exerts review-and-comment juris-
diction, not plenary jurisdiction, over construc-
tion on lots in historic districts that satisfy the 
definition of “undeveloped site.” Section 2.23 
of these Rules & Regulations defines the term 
“undeveloped site,” which can be summarized 

as “a property within an historic district which 
is not individually designated, to which the 
inventory in the historic district nomination 
attributes no historical, cultural, or archaeo-
logical value, and upon which no building or 
structure stood at the time of the designation 
of the historic district.” The Commission shall 
review applications proposing construction on 
undeveloped sites in historic districts within 45 
days of submission of a complete application 
and shall offer advisory, non-binding comments 
on such applications. The Commission shall not 
approve or deny such applications.

At the present time, the project site is only considered 
to have archaeological potential and any archaeologi-
cal significance or value has yet to be demonstrated.  
To confirm or deny the archaeological value of the 
proposed parish hall site would require completion of 
a subsurface investigation at the Phase I and/or Phase 
II level of study.

C.  PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND PRINCIPAL 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION

The project site in the northwest angle of the Third 
Street/Lombard Street intersection has not been the 
subject of detailed historical or archaeological study 
prior to the current Phase IA archaeological survey.  
The history and architecture of the adjoining St. 
Peter’s Church and Cemetery property, however, have 
been researched extensively and form the basis for 
both a recently completed Master’s Thesis (Richards 
1992) and a richly illustrated book (Biddle et al. 2011).  
Scattered references in these works and in other stan-
dard Philadelphia histories (e.g., Watson 1877; Scharf 
and Westcott 1884) have been helpful in guiding the 
primary archival research undertaken as part of the 
current study.  Important details about the George 
M. Wharton Public School, which dominated the late 



Figure 1.3.  Site Plan Showing Limits of Archaeological Study Area (outlined).  Scale:  1 inch = 45 feet (approximately).  Source:  Stantec 2015, Lot Consolidation/Subdivision Plan.
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19th- and early 20th-century history of the project site, 
are contained in the standard published history of the 
Philadelphia public schools (Custis 1897).

An initial emphasis of study was on maps showing the 
project site.  Downtown Philadelphia has extensive 
historic cartographic coverage, much of it available 
online at the Library of Congress and the Greater 
Philadelphia GeoHistory Network, and a valuable 
sequence of maps was retrieved showing the devel-
opment history of the corner of Third and Lombard 
Streets (Scull 1762; Easburn 1776; Matlack and 
Pearson 1786; Hills 1797; Sidney 1849; Hexamer and 
Locher 1860; Bromley and Bromley 1885; Bromley 
1910; Sanborn Map Company 1916; Bromley 1922).  
These maps are reproduced in Chapter 2 of this report 
and underpin the archaeological assessment discussed 
in Chapter 3.  One particular map of exceptional utility 
to the current study was Mapping West Philadelphia:  
Landowners in October 1777 (Duffin 2016), compiled 
from early land records and available online at the 
University of Pennsylvania Archives website.  This 
map provides a critical benchmark in tracing deeds 
and the ownership sequence of individual properties.  

A small number of historic photographs, most of 
them focused on the Wharton School, were identified 
through online searches.  The originals of these imag-
es are held by the City of Philadelphia, Department 
of Records; the Free Library of Philadelphia, Digital 
Collections; and the Library Company of Philadelphia, 
but are readily accessible online at the Library of 
Congress and PhillyHistory.org websites.

The bulk of the research effort, however, was expend-
ed on developing a detailed history of the project site 
from land records.  This was accomplished largely by 
in-person visits to the St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Archives, the Philadelphia City Archives and the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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Chapter 2

LAND USE HISTORY

The subdivision and development of the block bound-
ed by Pine, Third, Lombard and Fourth Streets has 
its origins in the early land grants of William Penn to 
the Growden family.  On October 24 and 25, 1682, 
William Penn granted a substantial 5,000-acre tract 
to Lawrence Growden, a pewterer and recent Quaker 
emigrant from St. Merryn, Cornwall.  Lawrence and 
his son Joseph settled on this land, establishing a plan-
tation at the site of what is today known as Growden 
Mansion in the Philadelphia suburb of Trevose.  In his 
will of 1707, proved on October 26, 1708, Lawrence 
Growden bequeathed to his grandson, also named 
Lawrence, 3,000 acres of the original 5,000-acre 
land grant from William Penn, including the Trevose 
property.  As a result of the settling of his grandfa-
ther’s estate and debts owed by his father Joseph, the 
younger Lawrence acquired the ownership rights to 
several lots in Philadelphia, including land contain-
ing the project site (Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Bureau of Land Records, Patent Book A 9/22; Payton 
2005:35).

The younger Lawrence Growden (1693-1770) lived a 
portion of his life in Bristol, England, working there 
as a merchant before returning to America, where 
he represented Bucks County in the Pennsylvania 
Assembly from 1734 to 1737.  In the latter year, he 
was elevated to the Governor’s Council, and he also 
subsequently served for 12 years as a member of 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  Among his other 
governmental duties, Lawrence Growden, along with 
the Reverend Richard Peters, a future rector of St. 
Peter’s (and inhabitant of the project site [see below]), 
was commissioned to fix the Maryland/Pennsylvania 
boundary, a challenging task that was not accom-

plished until 1763-67 when the Mason-Dixon line was 
formally surveyed (Scharf and Westcott 1884:128, 
1505; Biddle et al. 2011:217).

As a result of Lawrence Growden receiving ownership 
rights to his grandfather’s property in Philadelphia, he 
was eventually granted three lots by a patent deed 
from John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn 
(sons of William Penn) on March 16, 1738.  The 
three lots were bounded on the north by land of the 
German or Frankfurt Company and on the south 
by land of William John and Anne Sharlott, lying 
between what would subsequently become Pine Street 
and Cedar (today’s South) Street.  The third of these 
three lots, measuring 102 feet north-south by 396 feet 
east-west, comprised the southern portion of what is 
today the block bounded by Pine, Third, Lombard 
and Fourth Streets.  For reasons that are unclear (but 
presumably to obtain clear title and perhaps related 
to the settling of Lawrence Growden’s grandfather’s 
estate), the same three lots were sold three months 
later by the sheriff of Philadelphia County to John and 
Mary Kinsey, who on February 21, 1739, then sold 
them back to Lawrence Growden (Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Bureau of Land Records, Patent Book 
A 9/22).  There is no indication that dwellings existed 
on any of the three lots at this time. 

Less than a month later, on March 5, 1739, Growden 
sold two parcels to Edward Shippen for £360.  The sec-
ond of these parcels corresponds to the lot described 
above and is identified as lying between Third and 
Fourth Streets, measuring 102 by 396 feet and bound-
ed on the south by a lot belonging to Joseph Wharton 
and on the north by a lot owned by the Frankfurt 
Company in the tenure of White Massey (City of 
Philadelphia Archives, Deed Book G1/107).  Edward 
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Shippen III (1703-1781), son of Joseph Shippen and 
a grandson of Edward Shippen, Philadelphia’s first 
official mayor, was a prominent merchant who was 
elected mayor of the city in 1744.  From 1732 he 
partnered with James Logan in the firm of Logan and 
Shippen, and he later founded the fur trading business 
of Shippen and Lawrence with Thomas Lawrence. 
Shippen also held numerous judicial posts at the coun-
ty and provincial levels, was one of the founders of 
the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University) 
in the late 1740s and served as a paymaster for sup-
plies for British and provincial forces in the 1750s.  
Additionally, he was a founder of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital and the American Philosophical Society and 
a subscriber to the Philadelphia Academy (the fore-
runner of the University of Pennsylvania) (Watson 
1877:I:66; Scharf and Westcott 1884:389-390; Klein 
1975).

Edward Shippen’s interest in owning land on what 
were then the southern fringes of the built-up city is 
likely to have been entirely speculative.  Shippen, 
in concert with his younger brother Joseph Shippen 
(1706-1793), also a merchant, appears to have sub-
divided the former Growden properties with an eye 
to their future development.  On August 19, 1741, 
Edward sold Joseph a series of 16 lots, including parts 
of the current project site, between Second and Fourth 
Streets for $175 (City of Philadelphia Archives, Deed 
Book H3/458).  The deed for this transaction excepted 
a 50-foot-wide street running east-west from Second 
Street to Third Street and a 25-foot-wide street run-
ning east-west from Third Street to Fourth Street.  
These two street segments passed along the southern 
side of lots earlier purchased from Lawrence Growden 
and correspond to modern Lombard Street (Shippen 
Family 2016).

Over the course of the next two decades Edward and 
Joseph Shippen gradually subdivided and sold off the 
lots along Lombard Street between Third and Fourth 
Streets.  It was during this period that the first build-
ings began to appear within this block.  By 1762, the 

Scull map shows three buildings, including two within 
the project site limits, lying south of the recently 
erected St. Peter’s Church, which opened for services 
on September 4, 1761 (Figure 2.1).  The Easburn map 
of 1776 (Figure 2.2), which appears to have relied 
heavily on the earlier Scull map, shows essentially 
the same arrangement of buildings within the block, 
raising the possibility that more buildings may have 
been in existence by the time the Revolutionary War 
broke out.

Deed research undertaken as part of the current survey 
suggests that dwellings were present on at least three 
of the eight to ten separate lots that comprised the proj-
ect site in October 1777 (Figure 2.3).  On July 8, 1763, 
the Reverend Richard Peters purchased at a sheriff’s 
sale a parcel on the west side of Third Street adjoining 
the south side of the St. Peter’s Church property (City 
of Philadelphia Archives, Deed Book D42/347).  This 
parcel is described as containing a brick messuage 
on a lot measuring 20 feet north-south by 198 feet 
east-west.  A photograph taken in 1859 of the house 
on this lot, referenced as “Joseph Sims Old Mansion” 
(Photograph 2.1), likely shows the brick messuage that 
was in place in 1763.  The building, a three-story, side-
hall, high-style late-Georgian townhouse, compares 
favorably with other pre-Revolutionary homes in 
Philadelphia (e.g., the nearby Samuel Powel House at 
244 South Third Street) (Tatum 1976).  The Reverend 
Peters’ house may also be shown on the Scull map of 
1762 (Figure 2.1), although it is depicted as being set 
back some distance from the street frontage, a feature 
that does not conform with the photograph of 1859.  
The house in the photograph, whatever its age, was 
pulled down in the 1860s to make way for the George 
M. Wharton Public School (see below).

A second property along the west side of Third Street, 
south of the Reverend Richard Peters’ lot, also appears 
to have supported a dwelling.  On August 4, 1763, 
James Welsh, a tailor, purchased at a sheriff’s sale a 
lot described as containing a wooden tenement (City 
of Philadelphia Archives, Deed Book D76/4999).  
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Figure 2.2.  Easburn, Benjamin. A plan of the city of Philadelphia, the capital of Pennsylvania, from an actual 
survey (detail).  1776.  Scale 1 inch = 125 feet (approximately).  Project site outlined.
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Figure 2.3. Mapping West Philadelphia:  Landowners in October 1777 (detail).  Source:  Duffi n 2016.  Scale 1 
inch = 70 feet (approximately).  Project site outlined.
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Photograph 2.1.  Richards, Frederick De Bourg.  Joseph Sims Old Mansion.  Next south of St. Peter’s church 
ground on the west side of Third Street near Lombard St.  March 1, 1859.
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The lot was noted as being 19 feet 3 inches north of 
Lombard Street and measured 19 feet 3 inches north-
south by 64 feet east-west.

The third property containing a dwelling within the 
project site in October 1777 fronted onto Lombard 
Street (Figure 2.3).  According to a deed dated January 
10, 1775, John Young, a house carpenter, acquired 
a lot with a messuage from Alexander Huston, a 
merchant, for £190 (City of Philadelphia Archives, 
Deed Book GWR7/446).  The lot measured 20 feet 
east-west by 77 feet north-south.  Although the deed 
reflecting Huston’s purchase of this lot was not 
located, it is clear from the Huston/Young conveyance 
that Huston had acquired the same lot from Joseph 
Shippen on November 11, 1761.  The dwelling on this 
property is almost certainly the building shown front-
ing on to Lombard Street within the project site on 
the Scull map of 1762 and the Easburn map of 1776 
(Figures 2.1 and 2.2).

Research into Alexander Huston reveals that he may 
never have inhabited the house on Lombard Street or, 
if he did, he had relocated by 1771 and was renting out 
the property.  A cancelled fire insurance policy of that 
year references a brick house owned by Huston on the 
north side of Lumbert [sic] Street between Third and 
Fourth Streets and states that Richard Robinson was 
living there at the time the property was surveyed on 
January 28, 1771.  The house is described as “22 feet 
by 13 feet – two storys high – 9 inch walls – 2 Rooms 
on a floor – plastered partitions – painted inside & 
out New” (Philadelphia Contributionship for the 
Insurance of Houses from Loss by Fire 1771).

As a sampling exercise, the ownership sequence of 
the property owned by Alexander Huston and John 
Young in the late 18th century, later corresponding to 
the street address of 309 Lombard Street, was traced 
down to the present day (Table 2.1).  The property 
passed through the hands of a succession of owners 
in the early and mid-19th century, apparently serving 

as a home to occupants of solid middle-class stature.  
From 1827 onward, deeds refer to a three-story brick 
messuage, suggesting that the original dwelling was 
either increased in height or rebuilt.  The three-story, 
shingle-roofed, brick structure with its rear frame 
additions and porches is first clearly depicted in a 
plan view in the Hexamer and Locher series of Maps
of Philadelphia, 1858-60 (see below, Figure 2.7).  The 
building was demolished shortly after the property 
was purchased by the City of Philadelphia in 1869 
as part of the land acquisition process for the George 
M. Wharton Public School.  Later maps and aerial 
photographs indicate that no other buildings were ever 
constructed on this site after the school was built.

The history of the project site as a whole from the 
Revolutionary War era up until the time the Wharton 
School was built in 1869 may be broadly tracked 
through historic maps (Figures 2.4-2.7).  A plan of 
the squares, streets, lanes and alleys between Cedar 
(South) and Pine Streets, drawn up in 1786, shows 
the block bounded by Pine, Third, Lombard and 
Fourth Streets firmly rooted in the fabric of the city, 
but unfortunately does not show individual buildings 
(Figure 2.4).  The Hills map of 1797 shows buildings 
within the city blocks, but in stylized fashion (Figure 
2.5).  The entire Lombard Street frontage of the proj-
ect site is shown as built up in one continuous zone, 
when in fact this is unlikely to have been the case.  On 
the Third Street frontage, the Reverend Peters’ former 
house is depicted as a separate structure with two 
additional structures to the rear (possibly on the same 
lot) and a gap to the south separating the house from 
a continuous row of buildings extending to the corner 
at Lombard Street.

The Sidney map, published roughly a half century later 
in 1849, provides a somewhat more detailed depiction 
of buildings then existing within the project site, but 
does not delineate individual lots (Figure 2.6).  It is 
not until 1860, when the Hexamer and Locher map 
series was completed, that it is possible to fully under-
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Date Grantor Grantee Price Acquisition Reference Notes

March 16, 1738
John Penn, Thomas
Penn & Richard Penn

Lawrence Growden unknown (Patent Book A9/22)
Three lots between Pine and
Cedar Streets

June 10, 1738
Joseph Brigutual,
Sheriff

John Kinsey unknown (Patent Book A9/22) as above

February 21, 1739 John Kinsey Lawrence Growden unknown Patent Book A9/22 as above

March 5, 1739
Lawrence Growden,
Gentleman

Edward Shippen, Merchant £360 Deed Book G1/107
Two lots between Pine and
Cedar Streets, incl. one between
Third and Fourth Streets

August 19, 1741
Edward Shippen,
Merchant

Joseph Shippen, Merchant £175 Deed Book H3/458
Sixteen lots north of Lombard
Street between Second and
Fourth Streets

November 16, 1761 Joseph Shippen Alexander Huston unknown unknown

January 10, 1775
Alexander Huston,
Merchant, and
Elizabeth Huston

John Young, House Carpenter £190 Deed Book GWR7/446
messuage and piece of ground
20 x 77 feet

no date John Young
Margaret J. Firth and Rebecca
Blackwood

n/a
(Deed Book IC20/263 &
IC8/561)

Young died intestate; property
divided between two daughters

February 2, 1810
Samuel and Rebecca
Blackwood

James Matlack $400 Deed Book IC8/561
One half of messuage and lot
measuring 20 x 77 feet

March 12, 1812
John F. and Margaret
Firth

James Matlack $300 Deed Book IC20/263 as above

May 16, 1815 James Matlack Ludowick and George Laws $1,100 Deed Book MR5/61
messuage and lot measuring 20
x 77 feet

December 31, 1824
George and James
Laws, Execs for
Ludowick Laws

Thomas B. Prichett $600 Deed Book GWR7/447
One half of messuage and lot
measuring 20 x 77 feet

December 31, 1824 George and Mary Laws Thomas B. Prichett $600 Deed Book GWR7/449 as above

January 12, 1825
Thomas B. Prichett,
Brewer, and Anna S.
Prichett

Mary, Anna and Ann Wetherill $1,250 Deed Book GWR7/450
Brick messuage and lot
measuring 20 x 77 feet

January 13, 1825
Mary, Anna and Ann
Wetherill, Spinsters

Andrew D. Cash $1 Deed Book GWR7/451 as above

March 26, 1826
Andrew D. Cash,
Conveyancer, and
Mary C. Cash

Thomas Mitchell,
Conveyancer and Thomas
Evans, Druggist

$1 Deed Book GWR9/622

Two properties, incl. one
described as above; annual
ground rent of $62.50 payable
to Mary, Anna and Ann
Wetherill

December 11, 1827

Thomas Mitchell and
Thomas Evans for
Andrew D. and Mary
C. Cash

William Lehman $3,000 Deed Book GWR21/64
Three story brick messuage on a
lot as above

November 11, 1830 George Rees, Sheriff Anna Margaret Adams $3,100
PA Supreme Court Sheriff's
Deed F/120

as above; Lehman died without
a wife or parents; property
passed to sisters and children

February 2, 1857 Anna Margaret Adams Edwin P. Hawlings $3,000 Deed Book RDW157/408
Three story brick messuage on a
lot as above

December 18, 1857
Edwin P. Hawlings,
Gentleman

George Phillips and Abraham
Israel

$1,725 Deed Book RDW157/406 as above

April 27, 1858
George Phillips and
Abraham and Hannah
Israel

John H. Jones $2,800 Deed Book ADB20/169 as above

April 17, 1869 John H. Jones Peter H. Schrader unknown Deed Book JTO298/156 as above

April 29, 1869
Peter H. Schrader,
Liquor Dealer, and
Catherine Schrader

City of Philadelphia $1 Deed Book JTO293/132 as above

27 Apr 40
School District of
Philadelphia

St. Peter's Church $4,000 Deed Book DWH957/89
10 lots of land on the west side
of Third Street and north side of
Lombard Street

TABLE 2.1. 309 Lombard Street, Philadelphia Sequence of Ownership
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stand the layout of buildings and properties within 
the block (Figure 2.7).  The Lombard Street frontage 
within the project site contained five contiguous build-
ings (307, 309, 311, 313 and 315 Lombard Street).  All 
of these buildings extended back to the side yard of the 
former Reverend Peters’ lot, and a narrow alley that 
passed along the east side of 307 Lombard Street gave 
access to the rear of the properties fronting on to Third 
Street.  Four contiguous buildings (426, 428, 430 and 
432 Third Street) lined the frontage along the southern 
end of Third Street, with the southernmost building on 
the corner doubling as 301 Lombard Street.  This cor-
ner building and 311 Lombard Street each contained a 
store on the ground floor.  The largest and most promi-
nent property within the project site was 420 Third 
Street (the former Reverend Peters’ lot), which con-
tained the house (Photograph 2.1) and a driveway that 
led to the rear of the lot and provided access to a large 
brick building, possibly a stable or coach house.  This 
latter building may well have pre-dated the American 
Revolution, as the structure shown on the Hexamer 
and Locher maps generally matches that shown on the 
Scull map of 1762 (cf. Figures 2.1 and 2.7).

A profound change took place within the project site 
in 1869 when the City of Philadelphia built the George 
M. Wharton Public School.  The City acquired three 
lots for this purpose:  the above-mentioned lot at 309 
Lombard Street, purchased from Peter H. Schrader 
(Figure 2.7; Table 2.1); the large lot at 420 Third 
Street, formerly owned by the Reverend Richard 
Peters, purchased from Tobias Huber, representing the 
estate of Maskline Clark; and the lot adjoining to the 
south at 426 Third Street, purchased from Rudolphus 
E. Sweeny.  To make way for the new school, all of the 
buildings on these three lots were demolished (Figure 
2.8).

It is unclear who designed the Wharton School, 
although it was most likely Lewis H. Esler.  Esler 
was the first superintendent of buildings for the 
Philadelphia School District and served in this capac-
ity from 1867 to 1883.  Following the directives 

and ideas of Samuel Sloan, who had published an 
influential book on school architecture in 1855, Esler 
designed several stone school buildings for the school 
district, the Wharton School apparently being one 
example.  Although detailed plans and drawings of the 
school were not located during the current research, 
the facility likely adopted Sloan’s “Philadelphia Plan,” 
which typically designated each floor as one large 
room that could be converted into as many as four 
classrooms through the use of moveable partitions.  
Stairs and entrances were usually located on the sides 
of the school building and were separated from the 
classrooms by small corridors.  The Wharton School, 
built in the Renaissance Revival style, also shows 
Sloan’s influence in its use of quoins on the building’s 
corners and segmental stone arches above the doors 
and windows, which were intended to emphasize the 
school’s role as a public institution (Photograph 2.2) 
(Custis 1897; Cooledge 1986; Splain 2015; Garrison 
n.d.).

Between 1885 and 1910, the City of Philadelphia 
progressively bought up the remaining properties 
within the project site, presumably for recreational 
use and for additional classroom and/or administra-
tive space.  Historic maps indicate that 311, 313 and 
315 Lombard Street were acquired, cleared of build-
ings and had been re-cast as a schoolyard by 1910.  A 
two-section brick structure, identified as water closets 
on the Sanborn fire insurance maps of 1916, presum-
ably separate boys’ and girls’ bathrooms, was also in 
place in the northwest corner of the school lot by 1910 
(Figures 2.9 and 2.10).

The City purchased the three properties south of 
the school on Third Street in the first decade of the 
20th century.  428 Third Street was acquired from 
Joseph and Margaret Gillis on April 19, 1901 (City 
of Philadelphia Archives, Deed Book JV259/143), 
with the house on this lot being pulled down in 1911 
(Photographs 2.3 and 2.4).  430 Third Street was 
bought from Nathan and Esther Schneiderman on 
March 27, 1905 (City of Philadelphia Archives, Deed 
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Book WSV429/360), while 432 Third Street, the cor-
ner property, was acquired from Abraham and Fannie 
B. Margolin on August 8, 1906 (City of Philadelphia 
Archives, Deed Book WSV726/131).  The three-story 
brick buildings at 430 and 432 Third Street are seen 
in photographs taken in 1911 and 1913 (Photographs 
2.3-2.6) with both structures exhibiting boarded-up 
storefronts at street level.  The photographs of 1911 
also show both 307 Lombard Street and 428 Third 
Street in the process of being demolished.  While 
much of the ground floor of 307 Lombard Street still 
remained at the time these photographs were taken, 
428 Third Street had been completely removed (some 
telltale debris still remained on the sidewalk out front). 
Although a title search was not undertaken for 307 
Lombard Street, the City is presumed to have acquired 
this property in the first decade of the 20th century.

The Sanborn fire insurance maps of 1916 indicate that 
the buildings at 430 and 432 Third Street were repur-
posed as a “school annex” (Figure 2.10).  They are 
both shown as still standing on the Bromley atlas maps 
of 1922 (Figure 2.10) and are also visible in an aerial 
photograph of 1930 (Dallin Aerial Survey Company 
1930).  By 1935, however, as is clear from a photo-
graph taken in December of that year, they had been 
demolished and the schoolyard had been extended to 
the street corner (Photograph 2.7).  This photograph 
also appears to show that the one-story bathroom facil-
ity in the northwest corner of the school lot had been 
enlarged to two stories.

The Wharton School was taken out of service in the 
late 1930s with local schoolchildren being directed 
elsewhere for their public education.  The school 
property was put up for auction on February 15, 1940 
and purchased on that day by St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church for $4,000.  This transaction was formalized 
by a deed executed on April 27 of the same year (City 
of Philadelphia Archives, Deed Book DWH957/89). 
The church’s initial intention was to use the school 
as a recreational center for children of the parish, 
but the school buildings were torn down shortly after 
their purchase.  Since 1940, the former school prop-

erty has remained as open land and in recent decades 
has served principally as a parking lot for the church 
congregation and the neighboring St. Peter’s School 
(Freeman & Company 1940; Philadelphia Inquirer,
February 16, 1940).
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A.  CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS

The project site consists of a single paved lot bounded 
on the east and south by Third and Lombard Streets 
respectively, on the north by the cemetery associated 
with St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, and on the west 
by St. Peter’s School, an independent, non-sectarian, 
co-educational day school for children ages 3 through 
14 (Photographs 3.1-3.8).  Access into the lot is from 
Lombard Street.  The eastern half of the lot is mostly 
used for parking, while the western half serves as a 
schoolyard for the adjoining St. Peter’s School facil-
ity.

The Third Street and Lombard Street edges of the site 
are bordered by well-spaced, mature sycamore trees 
set just inside an iron rail fence (Photographs 3.1-3.4).  
The northern edge of the site adjoining the cemetery is 
also defined by an iron rail fence set just inside a low 
privet hedge (Photograph 3.2).  The brick and stone 
buildings of St. Peter’s School, including a recently 
constructed brick stair tower, border the site on its 
northern side (Photographs 3.5 and 3.6). 

The surface elevation of the site is roughly one to two 
feet above that of the adjoining cemetery, which is 
especially noticeable around the northern and north-
western perimeter of the property (Photographs 3.2 
and 3.7).  This heightened grade would appear to be 
the result of successive demolition of buildings on 
the property in the later 19th and early-to-mid-20th 
centuries, leading to the creation of a compact layer 
of debris on top of which a bedding plane of fill and 
the asphalt parking lot surface have been laid down.

B.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

The project site is judged to have little potential for 
yielding significant Native American archaeological 
resources.  Native American sites, especially camps, 
tend to be found on well drained soils in close prox-
imity to major drainages.  The current project loca-
tion is more than 1,000 feet from the banks of the 
Delaware River and from the former tributary known 
as Dock Creek, which flowed into the Delaware from 
the northwest between Spruce and Walnut Streets.  In 
addition, it is likely that historic period land use (e.g., 
construction of buildings and cultivation of soils) 
will have disrupted Native American archaeological 
resources if indeed these did at one time exist at the 
corner of Third and Lombard Streets.

Historic period land use on the project site extends 
back more than a quarter millennium, with initial 
development occurring in the circa 1740-60 period 
and gathering pace in the years immediately before 
the American Revolution and more especially in the 
early federal period.  Most of the project site appears 
to have been subdivided and built upon by the mid-
19th century with a handful of properties perhaps 
experiencing more than one episode of building prior 
to 1860.  430 Third Street, for example, contained a 
wooden tenement in 1763, which by 1860 had been 
replaced by a three-story brick building (see above, 
Chapter 2).  By far the most disruptive building epi-
sode from the standpoint of potential archaeological 
preservation was the construction of the George M. 
Wharton Public School in 1869, which entailed the 
demolition of three houses (420 and 426 Third Street 
and 309 Lombard Street) and the erection of a massive 
three-story stone edifice with deep foundations and a 
full basement.  Subsequent expansion of the school 

Chapter 3
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Photograph 3.1.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, general 
view of site looking north from St. Peter’s School stair tower; Lombard Street at right; Third Street at 
top of view (Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:025].



PHASE IA ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION: PROPOSED ST. PETER’S PARISH HALL SITE

Page 3-3

Photograph 3.2.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, general 
view of site looking northwest from St. Peter’s School stair tower; Third Street at upper right; St. Pe-
ter’s Church at left (Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:026].
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Photograph 3.3.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, view 
of eastern end of site looking south southwest from northeast corner of Parcel B; Third Street at left; 
Lombard Street beyond (Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:004].
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Photograph 3.4.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, view 
of southern end of site looking east northeast from southwest corner of Parcel B; Lombard Street at 
right; Third Street beyond (Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:024].
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Photograph 3.5.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, view of 
western end of site looking south from northern edge of Parcel B; St. Peter’s School at right (Photog-
rapher: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:019].
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Photograph 3.6.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and 
Lombard Streets, view of northwest corner of site looking west southwest 
from northern edge of Parcel B; rear of St. Peter’s School in center of view 
(Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:018].
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Photograph 3.7.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, view of 
northwest corner of site looking southeast from St. Peter’s Cemetery; note the approximately 18-inch 
difference in elevation between the cemetery and the parking lot where the proposed parish hall is to be 
constructed (Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/D1:021].
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Photograph 3.8.  Proposed site of St. Peter’s Parish Hall, corner of Third and Lombard Streets, view of 
northern end of site looking west from the northeast corner of Parcel B; St. Peter’s Cemetery at right; 
St. Peter’s School in center of view (Photographer: Richard Hunter, October 2016) [HRI Neg. #16054/
D1:017].
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property resulted in the construction of a free-stand-
ing bathroom facility to the rear (west) of the main 
school building, and the progressive demolition of the 
remaining brick buildings on the project site between 
roughly 1900 and 1935, before the school itself was 
torn down in 1940.  All of these activities can be 
expected to have taken their toll on the archaeological 
record of the earlier 19th and 18th centuries.

To some degree, the layers of fill and demolition 
debris will have served to protect underlying archaeo-
logical resources within the project site, much as “tell 
sites” accumulate in the Old World and cover over the 
remains of buried structures.  However, the successive 
redevelopment of the project site over the course of its 
quarter millennium or so  of use will also have resulted 
in the removal of earlier structural features and soil 
horizons, most notably where later, deeper basements 
and utility trenches replaced buildings with shallow 
foundations and cellars and associated deposits.

In terms of potential archaeological importance, the 
period of greatest interest for the project site may be 
defined as extending from circa 1740 through circa
1860, with resources of the pre-Revolutionary era, 
should these survive, being of paramount concern.  
Foundations and other structural remains of colonial 
buildings, shaft features such as wells, privies, cis-
terns and refuse pits, and soil deposits with cultural 
artifacts of the colonial period may all contribute to 
our knowledge of the Society Hill Historic District.

Figure 3.1 presents an archaeological sensitivity map 
of the project site based on an analysis of historic 
maps and the land use history as it is currently known.  
Substantial portions of the site are deemed to be 
of little archaeological interest as a result of deep 
excavations for later 19th-century buildings whose 
footprints and general character are reasonably well 
known.  These properties include the Wharton School 
(main building and bathroom block) and most of the 
buildings along the Third and Lombard Street front-

ages.  Archaeological exploration of the foundations 
and basements of such structures has relatively little 
to offer in the way of significant new information and 
many buildings of similar type and age survive else-
where across the city.

The remainder of the project site is delineated as being 
of either moderate or high archaeological sensitivity.  
The most critical areas are considered to be:  1). the 
northwest corner of the site, which corresponds to the 
rear (western) part of the former Reverend Richard 
Peters’ property, where a pre-Revolutionary build-
ing once stood and rear yard features and deposits of 
similar vintage might be expected to survive; 2). the 
greater part of the 307 Lombard Street property, which 
contained a brick house documented as being owned 
by Alexander Huston in the early 1770s and by John 
Young, a house carpenter, in the mid-1770s (a portion 
of the adjoining side yard of 311 Lombard Street is 
also included here, where useful comparative archaeo-
logical data may survive); and 3). portions of the rear 
yards of 428 and 430 Third Street and 307 Lombard 
Street, where shaft features and yard deposits of mid-
18th- through mid-19th-century date may be antici-
pated.  Adjacent to these three high-sensitivity zones, 
areas of moderate sensitivity are delineated, where 
18th/19th-century rear-yard archaeological resources 
might be of interest if they survived construction 
of the Wharton School and subsequent demolition 
actions.  The narrow alley extending along the east 
side of 307 Lombard Street is also assigned to this 
moderate-sensitivity category.
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Figure 3.1.  Site Plan Showing Areas of Archaeological Sensitivity.
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Chapter 4

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Phase IA archaeological survey of the site of the 
proposed parish hall for St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
has determined that the property at the corner of 
Third and Lombard Streets lies within Philadelphia’s 
Society Hill Historic District and is considered to have 
archaeological potential.

Historical research has demonstrated that the project 
site, currently an open, paved lot used for parking 
and recreational activity, was initially subdivided and 
began to be developed circa 1740-60.  By the time of 
the American Revolution the site contained as many 
as eight to ten separate properties of which at least 
three included dwellings.  D evelopment (and limited 
redevelopment) continued through the late 18th and 
early 19th centuries to the point where the Third and 
Lombard Street frontages were effectively built-up 
prior to mid-century.  A major shift in land use took 
place in 1869 when the City of Philadelphia acquired 
three lots and constructed the George M. Wharton 
Public School.  By 1910 the City had acquired the 
remaining properties and was progressively demol-
ishing buildings along the street frontages to make 
way for an expanded schoolyard.  The school even-
tually closed in the late 1930s and was acquired by 
St. Peter’s Church in 1940, whereupon the school 
building was torn down, creating the open lot that has 
survived to the present day.

Analysis of historic maps and historical data has 
allowed the delineation of areas of high, moderate and 
minimal archaeological sensitivity within the project 
site.  Areas of high sensitivity hold a reasonable poten-
tial for yielding significant information about his-
toric land use within the Society Hill Historic District 
for the period circa 1740-1860, including structural 
remains, shaft features (wells, cisterns, privies and 

pits) and cultural deposits containing artifacts and 
environmental data reflecting predominantly domes-
tic occupation.  Areas of moderate archaeological 
sensitivity may yield similar types of information, but 
could have been compromised by construction of the 
Wharton School and subsequent demolition activities.  
The remainder of the project site is unlikely to yield 
significant archaeological data owing to construction 
of deeper foundations and basements in the mid- to 
late 19th centuries.

The following recommendations are offered:

1.  The Philadelphia Historical Commission would 
appear to be the only agency having any regulatory 
oversight of the proposed parish hall project with 
regard to its effect on potential archaeological resourc-
es.  Clarification is required from the Commission 
concerning the need for further archaeological study.

2.  Further archaeological investigation, if requested or 
required by the Philadelphia Historical Commission, 
should appropriately entail a Phase IB or combined 
Phase IB and Phase II-level study that includes 
machine-assisted and manual excavation, documenta-
tion and analysis of subsurface data, additional archi-
val study and preparation of a technical report meeting 
current professional standards.

3.  If significant archaeological remains are discovered 
in the course of Phase IB or Phase II-level archaeolog-
ical studies, an appropriate level of mitigation should 
be implemented involving either data recovery exca-
vation and/or monitoring during construction.
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4.  Throughout any future archaeological exploration 
of the project site, efforts should be made to commu-
nicate the results of such work to the general public 
and local community through onsite open days, pre-
sentations, exhibits, popular publications and online 
media.
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SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

“New York’s Urban Archaeology.  The Forts Landscape Reconstruction Project:  Central Park’s 
Revolutionary War Forts.”  Archaeological Institute of America, New York Society News, Winter 
2015:6-8. 

Sartori to Sacred Heart:  Early Catholic Trenton.  Sacred Heart Church [2014] (with Patrick 
Harshbarger). 

“Historical Archaeology in Trenton:  A Thirty-Year Retrospective.”  In Historical Archaeology of the 
Delaware Valley, 1600-1850, edited by Richard Veit and David Orr.  University of Tennessee 
Press, Knoxville, Tennessee [2013] (with Ian Burrow). 

“A Sugar Bowl of William Young & Sons or William Young’s Sons.”  Trenton Potteries 13 (1):1-3 
[2013].

“Internal Oxidation of Cast Iron Artifacts from an 18th-century Steel Cementation Furnace.”  
Journal of Archaeological Science XXX, 1-8 [2012] (with Colin Thomas and Robert Gordon). 
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“Steel Away:  the Trenton Steel Works and the Struggle for American Manufacturing 
Independence.”  In Footprints of Industry:  Papers from the 300th Anniversary Conference at 
Coalbrookdale, 3-7 June 2009, edited by Paul Belford, Marilyn Palmer and Roger White.  BAR 
British Series 523 [2010] (with Ian Burrow). 

“Early Milling and Waterpower.”  In Mapping New Jersey:  An Evolving Landscape, edited by 
Maxine N. Lurie and Peter O. Wacker, pp. 170-179.  Rutgers University Press [2009]. 

“On the Eagle’s Wings: Textiles, Trenton, Textiles, and a First Taste of the Industrial Revolution.”  
New Jersey History 124, Number 1, 57-98 [2009] (with Nadine Sergejeff and Damon Tvaryanas). 

“The Historical Geography and Archaeology of the Revolutionary War in New Jersey.”  In New 
Jersey in the American Revolution, edited by Barbara J. Mitnick, pp.165-193.  Rutgers University 
Press [2005] (with Ian C.G. Burrow). 

“Lenox Factory Buildings Demolished.”  Trenton Potteries 6 (2/3):1-9 [2005]. 

Fish and Ships:  Lamberton, the Port of Trenton.  New Jersey Department of Transportation and 
Federal Highway Administration [2005] (28-page booklet). 

Power to the City:  The Trenton Water Power.  New Jersey Department of Transportation and 
Federal Highway Administration [2005] (24-page booklet). 

Rolling Rails by the River:  Iron and Steel Fabrication in South Trenton.  New Jersey Department 
of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration [2005] (24-page booklet). 

Quakers, Warriors, and Capitalists:  Riverview Cemetery and Trenton’s Dead.  New Jersey 
Department of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration [2005] (24-page booklet) (with 
Charles H. Ashton). 

“Keeping the Public in Public Archaeology.”  In:  Historic Preservation Bulletin, pp. 6-9.  New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Forestry, Historic 
Preservation Office [2004]. 

“A Coxon Waster Dump of the Mid-1860s, Sampled in Trenton, New Jersey.”  In:  Ceramics in 
America, edited by Robert Hunter, pp. 241-244.  University Press of New England [2003] (with 
William B. Liebeknecht and Rebecca White). 

“The Richards Face – Shades of an Eighteenth-Century American Bellarmine.”  In:  Ceramics in 
America, edited by Robert Hunter, pp. 259-261.  University Press of New England [2003] (with 
William B. Liebeknecht). 

“The Pottery Decorating Shop of the Mayer Arsenal Pottery Company.”  Trenton Potteries 4(2):1-
7 [2003]. 

“Minutes of the Potters Union (Part 2).”  Trenton Potteries 4(1):1-5 [2003]. 

“Minutes of the Potters Union (Part I).”  Trenton Potteries 3(4):1-5 [2002]. 

“Eighteenth-Century Stoneware Kiln of William Richards Found on the Lamberton Waterfront, 
Trenton, New Jersey.”  In:  Ceramics in America, edited by Robert Hunter, pp. 239-243.  
University Press of New England [2001].   

“William Richards’ Stoneware Pottery Discovered!”  Trenton Potteries 1(3):1-3 [2000]. Reprinted 
in Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of New Jersey 59:71-73 [2004]. 

“Trenton Re-Makes:  Reviving the City by the Falls of the Delaware.”  Preservation Perspective
XVIII (2): 1, 3-5 [1999] 

"Mitigating Effects on an Industrial Pottery." CRM  21(9):25-26 [1998] (with Patricia Madrigal). 
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From Teacups to Toilets: A Century of Industrial Pottery in Trenton, Circa 1850 to 1940, Teachers 
Guide sponsored by the New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1997 (with Patricia Madrigal 
and Wilson Creative Marketing). 

"Pretty Village to Urban Place:  18th Century Trenton and Its Archaeology." New Jersey History,
Volume 114, Numbers 3-4, 32-52 [Fall/Winter 1996] (with Ian Burrow). 

Hopewell:  A Historical Geography.  Township of Hopewell [1991] (with Richard L. Porter). 

"Contracting Archaeology? Cultural Resource Management in New Jersey, U.S.A." The Field 
Archaeologist (Journal of the Institute of Field Archaeologists) 12, 194-200 [March 1990] (with Ian 
Burrow). 

"American Steel in the Colonial Period:  Trenton's Role in a 'Neglected' Industry." In Canal History
and Technology Proceedings IX, 83-118 [1990] (with Richard L. Porter). 

"The Demise of Traditional Pottery Manufacture on Sourland Mountain, New Jersey, during the 
Industrial Revolution."  Ch. 13 in Domestic Potters of the Northeastern United States, 1625-1850.
Studies in Historical Archaeology, Academic Press [1985]. 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Register of Professional Archaeologists (RPA) [formerly Society of Professional Archeologists] 
   (accredited 1979; certification in field research, collections research, theoretical or archival      

research) 
Preservation New Jersey (Board Member, 1994 - 2003) 
New Jersey State Historic Sites Review Board (Member, 1983 -1993) 
Society for Historical Archaeology 
Society for Industrial Archaeology 
Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology 
Historical Metallurgical Society 
Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology 
Professional Archaeologists of New York City 
Archaeological Society of New Jersey (Life Member; Fellow, 2011) 

OTHER AFFILIATIONS

Mercer County Cultural & Heritage Commission (Commissioner, 2011 – present) 
Trenton Downtown Association (Board Member, 1998 – present; Board Chair, 2007 - 2008)  
Trenton Museum Society, (Trustee, 2011 – present) 
Hopewell Township Historic Preservation Commission (Member, 1998 - 2006; Chair 2003 - 2004) 
Hopewell Valley Historical Society (Trustee, 2014 – present) 
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