
May 6, 2021 

Allyson Mehley 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102 

Re:   241-243 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 

Dear Allyson, 
This application involves the proposed construction of a residential roof deck and pilot house on a 
portion of the roof at 241 Chestnut Street.  The work is proposed to be part of the sixth floor 
condominium (Unit G), which previously had roof access to a deck located on the roof of 239 Chestnut 
street that was destroyed  by a fire in 2018, with that building since being demolished.  The 239 
Chestnut St roof deck was originally accessed from the 241 Chestnut street  roof, by way of a large 
hinged roof hatch with stairs from the apartment below.  It was constructed in 2006, was approved by 
the Historic Commission at that time and had an easement allowing for its use. 

This proposed project is to rebuild a smaller deck to be located on 241 Chestnut Street, with pilot house 
access as required by the building code and with setbacks appropriate for the setting. The pilot house is 
proposed to be 154 gsf, with the roof deck at 420 sq. feet. in area.  The original 239 roof deck was 
approx. 850 sq. feet in area.  

The new deck is proposed to “step” with the existing roof’s slope to reduce visibility from below.  The 
deck is to be set back 10’ from the west façade of the 241 building and approximately 20’ from the face 
of the cornice to the south.   The deck’s railing will be of painted steel balusters with cable system.  Its 
arrangement and relationship to the original deck, are shown in the attached drawings. 

The applicant reviewed the project with The Old City District’s Economic Development Committee on 
April 7, and they unanimously voted in support of the project.  

Staff recommended to the Arch Committee that the design be recommended for approval and felt that 
it was in compliance with HC Standards and the Roof Guideline, IF the pilot house was reduced in size.  
The Arch. Committee reviewed the project as submitted to the HC Staff without revisions and at the 
Architectural Committee meeting on April 13, the project was denied.   
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The attached drawings are response to the Architectural Committee’s comments as follows: 

1. Reduce the width of the pilot house by 3’-8”. (11’-0” overall width shown. The overall width is as wide
as it is, because of a pipe/duct shaft that needs to be incorporated into the construction. An HVAC
closet, shown at the pilot house level will be relocated within the apartment below.)

2. Reduce the length of the pilot house by 9”. (This allows for a minimum landing size at the deck level.)

3. Reduce the height of the pilot house by 9”.  (This allows for a door height of 6’-8” and a ceiling height
of 7’-6”. The design needs a header over the doors, because the rating required by the adjacent party
wall, necessitates the roof framing to run north-south.)

4. The Arch. Committee had no negative comments about the deck’s dimensions, railing and
arrangement

5. One member suggested that double doors in the pilot house may be a problem with wind.  The owner
wishes to have double doors, but will take steps with the specification protect the doors from “wind-
whip”.

6. The Committee asked for information on the type of glass that is proposed, suggesting that dark tints,
or colors, would be inappropriate.   The drawings are revised to show that clear, low-E, low-reflectance
glass is to be used.

With these changes integrated into the design, the applicant and Owner are respectfully asking the 
Commission to review the attached application and approve the project as modified.  

Sincerely, 

Douglas E. Seiler, AIA, LEED AP 
President 
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