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ADDRESS: 222 CHURCH ST AKA 237 MARKET ST
Proposal: Alter storefront at 237 Market Street  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Market 222 Church LLC  
Applicant: Ivy Solomon, Ivy's Vine, LLC  
History: 1920
Individual Designation: None  
District Designation: Old City Historic District, Contributing, 12/12/2003  
Preservation Easement: Yes  
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov

BACKGROUND:
This application proposes to install the DefenseLite product on the exterior of the storefront 
known as 237 Market Street, owing to security concerns of the commercial tenant. The product 
would be installed on the exterior over the two storefront windows and entrance door to prevent
the glass from breaking. The layer of polycarbonate shields is clear and includes Gore vents to 
prevent moisture build-up between the glass and shields. This specific product can be installed 
at the interior or exterior, and is proposed for the exterior in this application. Generic section 
drawings are included at the end of the application. A photograph from 1960 shows a different 
storefront, so it is likely that the current storefront dates to a 1986 tax credit project and 
therefore is not historic fabric.  

SCOPE OF WORK:
Install metal filler strip around windows to make mounting surface flush with rest of 
wood.
Install polycarbonate shields.
Install white capping around perimeter.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with 
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment.

o The installation as proposed involves capping of the storefront and therefore is 
not compatible with the historic features of the property.   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided the DefenseLite system is integrated into the 
existing storefront system in a manner that results in minimal visual impact, with the staff to 
review details, pursuant to Standard 9.



222 Queen Street AKA 237 Market Street  
Philadelphia Historical Commission

April/May 2021 

Figure 1. 1960 photograph showing the storefront at 237 Market Street.
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Job Number: (for office use only)

(PERMIT TYPE PREFIX – YEAR – NUMBER)

***DO NOT MAIL THIS APPLICATION***

P_001_F 

Application for Construction Permit
Use this application to obtain permits for a residential or commercial construction proposal.

Mechanical / Fuel Gas, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Suppression trade details are found on .

New Construction Addition and/or Alteration Shell (No Fit Out) – Option for Commercial Permits Only

Single-Family Two-Family           Other, please describe:

Address
the locati on of work for the

If the activity will take place in a specific 
building, tenant space, floor level, or 
suite, note that detail in the ‘Specific 
Location’ field. If applicable, list PR #.

1
Parcel Address

Specific Location

2

Name Company

Address

Email Phone

I am the: Property Owner Tenant    Equitable Owner    Licensed Professional or Tradesperson

Property Owner
Identify the deeded property 
owner.

If there was a recent change of 
ownership, documentation such as a 
deed or settlement sheet will be 
required.

3 

Name

Address

responsible.
4 

2 

Name Firm

Project Scope
Use this section to provide project 
details; all fields are mandatory.

(a) Choose the proposed occupancy
of the entire building. If not one- or 
two-family, provide a description of
group(s) per code.

(b) Identify if the project will be new 
construction, an addition, or 
interior/exterior alterations.

(c) List the site area that will be
disturbed by construction, if any.
Enter ‘zero’ if no disturbance.

(d) Note the new floor area created,
including basements, cellars, and 
occupiable roofs. Where existing 
areas will be altered, list those areas 
separately.

(e) State the number of new or
affected stories.

(f) Provide a detailed description of 
the work proposed.

(g) Select all conditions that apply to 
this project (if any).

Applicant

5 

(a) Occupancy

(b) Scope of Work

(d) Building Floor Areas

New Floor Area (Sq. Ft.)  Existing Altered Area     (Sq. Ft.)

(e) Number of Stories

Identify how you are associated 
with the property.

Licensed professionals include design 
professionals, attorneys, and 
expediters. A tradesperson must have 
an active Philadelphia license for their 
trade or hold a PA Home Improvement 
Contractor Registration.

Email Phone

Design Professional in
Responsible  Charge
Identify the P - licensed design

PA License #

Email Phone

Phila. Commercial Activity License #

(f) Description of Work

(c) Earth Disturbance

Area of Earth Disturbance (Sq. Ft.)

(g) Project Conditions
Project Impacts Street/Right-of-Way    New High Rise Green Roof Included

Modular Construction Façade Work Initial Fit Out of Newly Constructed Space

Check box if this application is part of a project and provide project number: PR- 2  0     -

Check box if new owner is being listed   



We are proposing to install the DefenseLite product on the outside of the 237 Market Street store front 
windows and glass door.  After numerous break ins and riots last summer, there has been increased 
concern for security.  While we do have cameras and an alarm, these would only work after a break in.  
This product would be placed over the windows and avoid windows breaking at all.  This is an effort to 
increase safety and not have to board up windows in times of distress.  This solution is much more 
visibly appealing than any kind of gates or shutters. 

The application will be outside and it will be a layer of polycarbonate shields. The polycarbonate shields 
are clear and do not have any tint. Due to the design of the wood around the two windows, we would 
use a metal filler strip to make our mounting surface flush with the rest of the wood. We would then 
install the polycarbonate shields and add a white capping around the perimeter of the new window to 
aesthetically finish off the installation. The polycarbonate shields will have gore vents to prevent 
moisture from building up in-between the shields and the glass.  

















 

 

 



 






























