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C I T Y  O F  P H I L A D E L P H I A  

 

 
  JAMES F. KENNEY 
Office of the Mayor  Mayor 

215 City Hall 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

(215) 686-2181 

FAX (215) 686-2180 

 

March 2, 2021 

 

Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director  

Philadelphia Historical Commission 

Sent via electronic mail 

 

Re: Opposition to Nomination of 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue 

Dear Mr. Farnham, 

I write to note my strong opposition to the above-referenced nomination of City-owned property at Philadelphia Gas Works’ 
(“PGW”) Passyunk Gas Processing Plant in South Philadelphia. 
 

I oppose the nomination due to its failure to meet substantially meet the nomination criteria and due to the safety and 
security risks to the community that would follow if historical designation were to be granted.  
 

First, contrary to the nominating document, the site lacks significant historical resonance as part of PGW’s history, nor 
does it demonstrate any continuing architectural integrity given many years of modification and disrepair. Notably, it is 
neither the hallmark of a gas industry or Philadelphia innovator, nor a community landmark, since the site is closed to the 
public and has been for over 100 years.  
 

Secondly, any additional costs to PGW, a City-owned non-profit, could be passed along to PGW’s ratepayers if the 
nomination were successful. These hard dollar costs would be in addition to the costs associated with any delays in site 
work, since designated status would require additional permit and other reviews by City agencies. I am concerned that this 
could impact environmental remediation projects that are ongoing at the site, which should be encouraged to proceed 
without unnecessary delay.  
 

Thirdly, the site – classified as critical infrastructure subject to the jurisdiction of the Department of Homeland Security - 
could be compromised as curious members of the public might try to gain unauthorized access to an historically 
designated site. It is important to note that this site will not, and cannot ever be open to the public due to paramount 
security and safety issues associated with being a 24/7 live gas processing and liquefied natural gas (LNG) storage 
facility. 
 

In sum, while I strongly supporthistoric preservation, this site does not qualify for designation. And since designation 

could actually harm the community in terms of increased safety and security risks, and unnecessary added costs and 

delays, I respectfully urge you to reject this imprudent nomination.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

James F. Kenney Mayor 

 



 

 

cc:  Robert Thomas, Chair 

Dana Carney, Commissioner 

Emily Cooperman, Commissioner 

 Mark Dodds, Commissioner 

 Kelly Edwards, Commissioner 

 Steve Hartner, Commissioner 

 Sara Lepori, Commissioner 

Josh Lippert, Commissioner 

John Mattioni, Commissioner 

Dan McCoubrey, Commissioner 

Jessica Sanchez, Commissioner 

Betty Turner, Commissioner 

Kim Washington, Commissioner 

Darrell Clarke, President, Philadelphia City Council  

Anne Fadullon, Chair, City Planning Commission 

Michael Rashid, Director, Commerce Department 

Melissa Long, Director, Division of Housing and Community Development 

Ralph DiPietro, Commissioner, Department of Licenses & Inspections 

Bridget Collins-Greenwald, Commissioner, Department of Public Property 
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Kim Chantry

From: Mark Rose <mrose@fau.edu>
Sent: Sunday, March 14, 2021 2:59 PM
To: preservation
Subject: Philadelphia Gas Works, Register of Historic Places

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender. 
________________________________ 
 
14 March 2021 
 
TO: Philadelphia Historical Commission 
 
From: Mark H. Rose, Professor of History, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL 33431 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Aaron Wunsch at Penn kindly asked to write in support of the proposal to include the Philadelphia Gas Works on the 
Register of Historic Places. I accepted on the spot. My wife and our children resided in Philadelphia for only two years; 
but I have returned frequently for professional meetings and lengthy research visits as part of my work in Philadelphia’s 
political and industrial history. Most recently, our monograph, A Good Place to Do Business (with Roger Biles)  is 
forthcoming with Temple Press, and it includes several chapters comparing Philadelphia developments with those in five 
industrial cities. I also edited book series at Temple University Press and at Penn Press focused on topics in technological 
and business history. My wife and I still have many friends in Center City and in the region. We think of ourselves as 
Philadelphians. 
 
The Philadelphia Gas Works comprise a central part of the city’s industrial and labor history. In the early days, the PGW 
supplied the light that illuminated the city’s streets and powered the city’s factories. Gas, available around the clock, 
helped foster a fundamental change in waking hours and manufacturing processes. Along the way, countless employees 
across the decades learned the (harsh) discipline of industrial production. They also began to think of themselves not only 
as former residents of Cork or Milan but increasingly as Irish, Italians, working-class, and eventually as hyphented-
Americans. Starting around 1900, many banked at PSFS. I can still picture those employees trooping to work before dawn 
along the city’s undeveloped streets. And as well, I readily re-imagine conversations among engineers and architects as 
they conceived the PGW’s first designs and carried them through to magnificent buildings constructed from local stone—
classic 19th century Philadelphia industrial architecture. When I talk with students about American industrial 
development, gas (and electric) service are always among my earliest topics. And in turn, Philadelphia-area growth and 
change are among my key examples 
 
One must be struck by yet another dimension of the PGW’s importance in local and national history. The Works are 
located south of Society Hill and the former Dock Street Market. During the 1950s and 1960s, “Bill Rafsky helped direct 
both of those  urban renewal projects. Rafsky and others sought to return upper-income and mostly white residents to 
the area around Independence Hall. Taken together with the PGW, what we see in Philadelphia (and other cities) is the 
central roles played by business and political leaders in shaping their city’s social and economic geographies. The PGW 
stands as a spectacular example of human design on Philadelphia’s early landscape. 
 
The PGW’s inclusion in the Register holds my highest and strongest support. 
 
Thank you. 
 



 

 

 

 
Oliver Evans Chapter, Philadelphia, PA 
www.siaoliverevans.org 

 
 
Muriel Kirkpatrick 
Vice-President, 
Acting President 
 
 
Reese Davis 
Secretary 
 
 
Helen Schenck  
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 14, 2021 
 
Dr. Jon Farnham, Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street,13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Preservation@phila.gov 
 
 
Dear Jon: 
 
The Oliver Evans Chapter of The Society for Industrial Archeology (OESIA) fully 
supports the nomination of the Point Breeze Gas Works to the Philadelphia Register of 
Historic Places.  Founded in 1971, The Society for Industrial Archeology (SIA) is an 
international organization that promotes the study and preservation of the physical 
evidence of the technological and industrial past.  The OESIA Chapter was founded on 
March 31, 1984, under the leadership of David Orr, then chief regional archaeologist of 
the National Park Service.  Orr, served as the first president; with John Bowie, AIA, 
Principal of John Bowie Associates, as vice-president. 
 
The chapter soon founded the Oliver Evans Press and in 1990, with Bowie as editor, 
published Workshop of the World: An Introduction to the Industrial Archeology of 
Philadelphia.  The Point Breeze Gas Works was significant enough to be included on 
page 1-14 in this "bible of industrial Philadelphia."  That citation was based on a 1977 
article by David Orr in the magazine Historical Archeology, Vol II, "Philadelphia as 
Industrial Archeological Artifact: A Case Study." 
 
Sadly in the 31 years since Workshop of the World was published close to 40% of the 
structures discussed in those pages have been demolished. The Philadelphia Gas Works 
(PGW) was a model for the nation in the years before the Civil War.  The fact that these 
structures, designed in the Gothic Revival style, look more like churches than factory 
buildings shows the prude that PGW once had in them.  It is incumbent upon the 
Philadelphia Historical Commission to hold PGW accountable for the preservation of the 
few remaining structures that tell the history of the company and the national significance 
that it once held. 
 
Sincerely. 

Muriel Kirkpatrick 
Muriel Kirkpatrick 
Vice-President, Acting President 
 
 

 





 

PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER 
OF THE SOCIETY OF  
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIANS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 24, 2021 
 
Dr. Jon Farnham, Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
Dear Jon, 
 
The Board of Directors (those indicated below) of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Society of Architectural 
Historians strongly supports the nomination of the Point Breeze Gas Works to the Philadelphia Register of 
Historic Places.  The Society of Architectural Historians is one of the premier scholarly organizations dedicated 
to architectural history in our country.  Our not-for-profit chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians 
national organization was founded in 1964 to encourage the study of architectural history and promote historic 
preservation, particularly in the Delaware Valley.  We continue these activities today as a way of benefiting our 
larger community. 
 
We strongly support this nomination to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places for several reasons. 
Philadelphia was an industrial powerhouse when the Point Breeze Gas Works was erected in the 1850s as a 
response to increasing demand for gas, and the Point Breeze Gas Works captures this history.  Designed by 
engineer John C. Cresson, the Point Breeze Gas Works exhibited Gothic Revival features, a style then popular 
and considered suitable for an important component of the industrial city.  This makes it significant 
architecturally.  Indeed, given its richness, the site has national, not just local significance.  Fortunately, portions 
of the complex survive.  So much of our city’s industrial building fabric has been severely altered or demolished 
in the past decades; it is time for us to be good custodians of the historical industrial landscape as a record of the 
past and as a means of adapting for future needs. 
 
We urge the Philadelphia Historical Commission to protect this valuable site by including it on the Philadelphia 
Register of Historic Places. We thank you for your important work in our great city.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
David M. Breiner, PhD 
President, on behalf of the Chapter Board of Directors V. Aplenc, J. Mundy, D. Breiner 

OFFICERS 
President  Vice-President & Membership Chair Secretary Treasurer 
DAVID BREINER JIM MUNDY VERONICA APLENC BRUCE LAVERTY 
David.Breiner@jefferson.edu jgamundy@comcast.net vaplenc@yahoo.com laverty@PhilaAthenaeum.org 
 
Program Co-Chairs BOARD MEMBERS AT-LARGE:   
MARY ANNE EVES Jeffrey Cohen, Pablo Meninato, Steve Peitzman, Greg Prichard, Paula Spilner 
DAN VIEYRA 
 
info@philachaptersah.org       www. philachaptersah.org 
 



From: howardbhaas@aol.com
To: preservation
Cc: oscar.beisert@gmail.com
Subject: PHC April 5 re Point Breeze Gas Works
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 5:22:55 PM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:

As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the 
Point Breeze Gas Works at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. Originally built between 1853 and 
1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and Locomotive House prove to be among the oldest 
surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of illuminating gas by a public 
lighting utility. Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic 
Revival style. As you know the Meter House was documented by the Historic American 
Engineering Record, but has since been demolished. We must ensure that the larger group 
of buildings survives as a landmark to our city’s architectural and technological heritage.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Howard B Haas

Resident & Attorney at Law, Philadelphia, PA

215-546-8946 direct

mailto:howardbhaas@aol.com
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov
mailto:oscar.beisert@gmail.com


From: LYNN JACKSON
To: preservation
Subject: Point Breeze Gas Works
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 5:40:25 PM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:
I am a resident of Philadelphia (19150) and I am writing to you to express my support for the
designation of the Point Breeze Gas Works at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue.
The Purifying Houses, Shops, and Locomotive House are among the oldest surviving
structures in America related to the manufacture of illuminating gas by a public lighting
utility, having been built bet ween 1853 and 1859 in th e unique Gothic Revival style.
Protecting these structures, which occupy only 1.2% of the entire site, will have negligible
impact on other development plans for the site and will go a long way in preserving a valuable
and unique historic property.
Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynn C Jackson 

mailto:lynncjackson@comcast.net
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov


From: Edith Newhall
To: preservation
Subject: Point Breeze Gas Works
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 9:24:02 PM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender.
________________________________

To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:

As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the Point Breeze Gas Works
at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. Originally built between 1853 and 1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and
Locomotive House prove to be among the oldest surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of
illuminating gas by a public lighting utility. Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic
Revival style. As you know the Meter House was documented by the Historic American Engineering Record, but
has since been demolished. We must ensure that the larger group of buildings survives as a landmark to our city’s
architectural and technological heritage.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Edith Newhall

mailto:enewhall@verizon.net
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov


From: Yevgeny Desyatnik
To: preservation
Subject: Point Breeze Gas Works
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 9:45:16 AM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

 To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:

As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the
Point Breeze Gas Works at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. Originally built between 1853 and
1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and Locomotive House prove to be among the oldest
surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of illuminating gas by a public
lighting utility. Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic Revival
style. As you know the Meter House was documented by the Historic American Engineering
Record, but has since been demolished. We must ensure that the larger group of buildings
survives as a landmark to our city’s architectural and technological heritage. Thank you in
advance for your consideration. 

I understand the concern that designation can bring, with the additional oversight, however if
the concern with a dangerous structure does materialize, L&I still has the power to take action
up to and including demolition, as we have recently seen.   Designation simply offers the
historical commission a seat at the table, and an opportunity bring to bear the expertise not
present in other departments to the same specialized degree, and to weigh in on alterations or
demolitions, as your esteemed body knows.  

Respectfully,
eugene desyatnik 

mailto:gene.desyatnik@gmail.com
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov


From: Urban Cottages
To: preservation
Subject: Point Breeze Gasworks 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 6:46:40 AM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on 
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:

As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the 
Point Breeze Gas Works at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. Originally built between 1853 and 
1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and Locomotive House prove to be among the oldest 
surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of illuminating gas by a public 
lighting utility. Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic 
Revival style. As you know the Meter House was documented by the Historic American 
Engineering Record, but has since been demolished. We must ensure that the larger group 
of buildings survives as a landmark to our city’s architectural and technological heritage. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Nicole LaGreca
Urban Cottages, LLC
702 N. 3rd St. #801
Philadelphia, PA 19123
urbancottagesllc@gmail.com
PH: 267-505-8831

mailto:urbancottagesllc@gmail.com
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov
mailto:urbancottagesllc@gmail.com


From: Manda Perles
To: preservation
Subject: Point Breeze Gas Works
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 3:37:45 AM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender.
________________________________

To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:

As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the Point Breeze Gas Works
at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. Originally built between 1853 and 1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and
Locomotive House prove to be among the oldest surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of
illuminating gas by a public lighting utility. Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic
Revival style. As you know the Meter House was documented by the Historic American Engineering Record, but
has since been demolished. We must ensure that the larger group of buildings survives as a landmark to our city’s
architectural and technological heritage.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Manda Perles

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mandaperles@icloud.com
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov


From: Westberg, Meris
To: preservation
Cc: Jamie Gauthier
Subject: Designate the Point Breeze Gas Works
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 8:07:25 AM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission:

As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the
Point Breeze Gas Works at 3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. One of the most impressive histories
of Philadelphia is its technological achievement; a unique trait among other Mid-Atlantic
cities and something to be celebrated.

Originally built between 1853 and 1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and Locomotive House
prove to be among the oldest surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of
illuminating gas by a public lighting utility. This technological advancement radically changes
the city of Philadelphia and the country at large. One can trace class and racial trends to
prioritized electrification, and without the Gas Works intact - there will be little phyical
material left by which to interpret that history.

Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic Revival style. As you
know the Meter House was documented by the Historic American Engineering Record, but
has since been demolished. We must ensure that the larger group of buildings survives as a
landmark to our city’s architectural and technological heritage. Some of Philadelphia's
proudest achievements are in technological advancement and architecture; this site
representats both. To not protect it is to carelessly toss aside that municipal pride. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Meris Westberg 

Resident, Ward 3

mailto:merisw@design.upenn.edu
mailto:preservation@Phila.gov
mailto:Jamie.Gauthier@phila.gov


































Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch St 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
April 2, 2021 
 
 
To the Members of the Philadelphia Historical Commission: 
 
As a resident of Philadelphia, I am writing to express my support for the designation of the Point Breeze Gas Works at 
3101 W. Passyunk Avenue. Originally built between 1853 and 1859, the Purifying Houses, Shops, and Locomotive House 
prove to be among the oldest surviving structures in America related to the manufacture of illuminating gas by a public 
lighting utility. The nomination may be viewed here. 
 
The Interlocking Gas Holders and other buildings at King’s Cross in London, built 1860-80, are newer than our own Point 
Breeze Gas Works, ca.1853-59, yet protected and reused. London turned a wasteland into the most fashionable type of 
urban center yet Mayor Jim Kenney and PGW oppose designation of 1.2% of a massive site. 
 
Additionally, these buildings survive as unique examples of the Gothic Revival style. As you know the Meter House was 
documented by the Historic American Engineering Record, but has since been demolished. We must ensure that the 
larger group of buildings survives as a landmark to our city’s architectural and technological heritage.  
 
These buildings could easily be incorporated and given it only takes up 1.2% of the site, there are still plenty options for 
PGW to build new on this massive site. Kenney's short-sighted statement proves he doesn't understand how economics 
work and demonstrates why our city is in dire straits in an array of areas but notably in this instance, potential innovative 
commercial support, adaptive reuse, environmental stewardship, and lastly, preservation. He is speaking from an 
unsophisticated and misinformed perspective and his is a particularly egregious and embarrassing public stance on a 
community issue. As the nation watches how cities respond to numerous issues from COVID-19 impacts, this is a case 
which could exemplify Philadelphia's potential and one that likely won't go unnoticed. If the Mayor's statement is heeded, 
Philadelphia will represent a new form of failure on a national level.  
  
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dana Fedeli 
 
 
CC: Offices of Cindy Bass, Helen Gym, Kendra Brooks, Isaiah Thomas, Derek Green, Katherine Gilmore Richardson, Allan Domb  

https://www.phila.gov/media/20210302081804/3101-W-Passyunk-Ave-nomimation-2021.pdf






           April 2, 2021 
Robert Thomas 
Chair 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
One Parkway 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
Re: Point Breeze Gas Works 
3101 & 3143 W Passyunk Ave 
 
Dear Commissioner Thomas, 

I write to offer my support of the Point Breeze Gas Works for listing on the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. In particular, the earliest and most architecturally 
significant buildings within this campus are remarkable survivors of Philadelphia’s industrial 
heritage constructed during one of our City’s most robust periods of population growth. The 
original 1853 Purifying House (Resource 1), the 1855 Purifying House (Resource 2) and the 
1859 Shops (Resources 6 and 7), with their gothic inspired designs, embody the aspirations 
of our nation in the mid-nineteenth century. These buildings are clearly worthy of 
designation and the protection that listing on the Philadelphia Register of Places affords. 
 

Knowing that these structures occupy just a minimal percentage of site, I find it 
incredibly sad that our Mayor is advocating that these structures should not be added to the 
City’s Register. As the nomination contends, these properties have significant interest and 
value for our City and exemplify the economic and historical heritage of Philadelphia during 
the mid-nineteenth century. That they should be designed by a renowned designer and be 
of architectural interest is merely icing on the cake. If Philadelphia, undoubtedly one of our 
nation’s most historic cities, cannot preserve these structures, then what hope is there for 
our nation as a whole? Going against the recommendations of qualified professionals and 
the expertise of its own staff, the Mayor has sent a strong signal to Philadelphians that 
preservation of our City’s historic resources is no longer a priority.  
 
I hope the Commission will act in the City’s best interest and affirm the historic status of 
these structures so that they can be preserved for generations to come. 
 
Respectfully, 
George Poulin, AIA 
 
 
 
3502 Hamilton St 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 











From: Judith Robinson
To: Darrell Clarke; Kim Chantry
Subject: Preservation Heritage
Date: Saturday, April 3, 2021 10:21:19 PM

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

https://www.facebook.com/585328118500816/posts/1348897332143887/?sfnsn=mo

To whom it may Concern,

Historic Preservation is important in our city.

Please support this nomination.

Best Regards, 
Judith Robinson 
32ndWard RCO
215-235-6517

mailto:jjdthrbnsn@aol.com
mailto:Darrell.Clarke@phila.gov
mailto:Kim.Chantry@Phila.gov
















 

 

 

April 6, 2021 

Philadelphia Historical Commission 
Via Email - preservation@phila.gov 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Preservation Pennsylvania, the Commonwealth’s only statewide private nonprofit dedicated to protecting 

and preserving historic places, fully supports the preservation and reuse of “Church Row,” the group of 

historic buildings at the Point Breeze Gas Works that are currently threatened with demolition. 

We believe this statement from the 1974 Historic American Engineering Record documentation of buildings 

at the location remains accurate: “The history of the Philadelphia Gas Works presents an important corpus 

of cultural documentation. . . . In addition, the buildings, artifacts, and other extant visual material form 

important correlatives to existing knowledge of the illuminating gas industry. The development and 

eventual success of the gas works dramatically affected the lives of every Philadelphian. It created 

revolutions in domestic and public social activity.” (Philadelphia Gas Works, Point Breeze Meter House, 

Intersection of Passyunk & Schuylkill Avenues, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, PA Historic American 

Engineering Record page 13, HAER PA,51-PHILA,699A-, https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/pa1314/) 

These buildings tell a story of revolution! The gothic revival style buildings at the Point Breeze Gas Works 

represent Philadelphia’s embrace of a new technology, as the city led the way forward in municipal services 

with construction of large-scale gas production facilities that used coal to create gas for lighting streets and 

homes.  

We congratulated our colleagues at the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance when they recently 

announced progress toward preservation of an 1888 gasholder located in Concord. Its owner, Liberty 

Utilities, agreed not to seek a demolition permit while talks continue with the Alliance  and the City of 

Concord on plans that would protect and preserve the unique building.  

We hope that designation of these buildings will lead to a similar positive outcome in Philadelphia. We 

encourage the Philadelphia Historical Commission to protect these buildings and the legacy they represent 

and approve their addition to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. 

Sincerely,  

Mindy G. Crawford  
Executive Director  
Preservation Pennsylvania 
 
 
Preservation Pennsylvania is officially licensed as a charitable organization in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and operates as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation under 

Internal Revenue Service regulations. 





 
 
 
April 6, 2021 
 
Dr. Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102    via email to preservation@phila.gov 
 
 
Dear Dr. Farnham: 
 
The Design Advocacy Group urges the Historical Commission to adopt the carefully crafted 
recommendation of its Committee on Historic Designation regarding the remarkable small group 
of nineteenth-century buildings of the Philadelphia Gas Works in Point Breeze.  
 
As we all work to bring our city back to life--and into a better life, one of our most important 
"natural resources" is our historic architecture.  However, as many of us have long recognized, 
and as the Mayor's Historic Preservation Task Force emphasized, we are inadequately 
safeguarding (and taking advantage of) the historic resources located in the city's diverse 
neighborhoods, where ordinary people lived and worked--and continue to do so.  The PGW 
buildings, which stand far from the offices and landmarks of Center City, are such 
buildings.  And, because this industrial zone is poised for reimagining, they are both valuable 
and vulnerable. As city-owned resources, they should be examples of the kind of protective but 
forward-looking stewardship that the times demand.  
 
The mid-nineteenth century Philadelphians who designed, built, and worked in these handsome 
Gothic Revival structures were very ambitious for their city, and we should form a partnership 
with them, across the years, as we seek to realize our own ambitions for Philadelphia.  
 
This letter is approved by the Steering Committee of the Design Advocacy Group, a 1700-
member organization dedicated to excellence and equity in the built environment of Greater 
Philadelphia. (https://designadvocacy.org/) 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David B. Brownlee, FSAH 
Co Vice Chair, DAG 
 
dbrownle@sas.upenn.edu 
215 732 0397 
 

https://designadvocacy.org/
mailto:dbrownle@sas.upenn.edu
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