
ADDRESS: 935 S 3RD ST 
Proposed Action: Rescind Individual Designation 
Property Owner: Queen Village Home Rescue 
Applicant: Richard W. Thom 
Individual Designation: 5/31/1966 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov 
 

OVERVIEW: This request proposes to rescind the designation and remove the property at 935 S. 
3rd Street from the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The property was designated on 31 
May 1966. The Historical Values Committee, the predecessor of the Committee on Historic 
Designation, met on 31 May 1966 and recommended in favor of designating 935 S. 3rd Street 
as well as numerous other properties in the Southwark section of the city. The Historical 
Commission met later that day and adopted the recommendations of the Committee, 
designating the property at 935 S. 3rd Street. The current preservation ordinance, which went 
into effect in 1985, explicitly confirmed the designations of all properties under the prior 
preservation ordinance. The ordinance under which this property was designated did not 
enumerate Criteria for Designation, as does the current ordinance. Also, nominations were not 
used at the time of this designation; they came into use in the late 1970s and early 1980s. 
 

Section 5.14.b.1 of the Historical Commission’s Rules & Regulations stipulates that the 
Historical Commission may rescind the designation of a property and remove it from the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places if: 

a. the resource has ceased to satisfy any Criteria for Designation because the qualities 
that caused its original entry have been lost or destroyed; 

b. additional information shows that the resource does not satisfy one or more Criteria 
for Designation; or, 

c. the Commission committed an error in professional judgment when it determined that 
the resource satisfied one or more Criteria for Designation. 

 

The rescission request contends that additional information shows that the resource does not 
satisfy one or more Criteria for Designation. 
 
As depicted in the images below, the subject property has been altered since the time of 
designation. It is unclear whether these changes were approved by the Historical Commission. 
However, the current review is not intended to determine the legality of the building’s current 
conditions. The cornice has been covered with metal. However, original corbeling flanking the 
flashing is still visible. The brick has been painted a red color. A front porch with a metal awning 
has been installed at the ground floor of the house. Although the windows and front door appear 
to be replacements, the original masonry openings, lintels and sills appear to be intact. The 
height of the structure has not changed. In general, the primary features of the building, its front 
façade, window and door openings, and roofline, survive and the building could be restored to 
its appearance in the 1966 designation photograph below. 
 
The Department of Licenses and Inspections cited the property as unsafe, suffering from 
demolition by neglect, and vacant on 16 May and 25 June 2019. Those violations remain open. 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial of the request to rescind the designation of 935 S. 3rd Street, 
pursuant to Section 5.14.b.1 of the Historical Commission’s Rules & Regulations.  

mailto:megan.schmitt@phila.gov
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Figure 1. (Left) Photo of current conditions of 935 S. 3rd Street, courtesy of applicant.  
Figure 2. (Right) File photo of 935 S. 3rd Street ca. 1966, courtesy of PHC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Subject block highlighted in red indicating improvements. Map of the City of Philadelphia, 1831 
courtesy of Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4. Subject block highlighted in red indicating improvements. Map of the City of Philadelphia Together 
with all the Surrounding Districts, 1849, courtesy of Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Subject property. 1875 Philadelphia Atlas, G. M. Hopkins, courtesy of Greater Philadelphia 
GeoHistory Network. 



 
 
 
 

Figure 6. (Left) Subject property. 1895 Philadelphia Atlas, G. W. Bromley, courtesy of Greater Philadelphia 
GeoHistory Network. 
Figure 7. (Right) Subject property. 1910 Philadelphia Atlas, G. W. Bromley, courtesy of Greater Philadelphia 
GeoHistory Network. 

 
 
 







D R A F T 

THE 104Yl STATED MEETING OF THE PHILADELP!UA HISTORICAL Cot,fi1ISSION 

31 May 1966 

Present: Mr. Grant M. Simon, Chairman 

Mr. Oscar Goodstein, representing Commissioner Day 
Mr. Richmond F. Miller 
Dr. Roy Franklin i!ichols 
Mr. John Taxin 
Mr, George F. Trautwein 
Mr. R. Norris Williams, II. 
Dr. Margaret B. Tinkcom, Historian 
Mrs, Charles J. 1-'.aurer, Secretary 

Unless otherwise noted, all action taken herein is the result 
of motions properly presented, seconded and carried. 

THE MTIIUTES of the Meeting held 26 April 1966 were approved as circulated. 

It was noted that the 104Yl Stated Meeting is the first meeting in 
the Historical Commission's new offices, 1312, 1313, 1314 City Hall 
Annex, and called to order thn the Conference Room next door to the 
Historian's office. 

REPORTS 

Historic Values Committee, Dr. Roy Franklin Nichols, Chairman. This report 
was approved and ordered to be filed with the official copies of the 
Minutes. 

Architectural Committee, 1-'.r. George K. Trautwein, Chairman. This report was 
approved and ordered to be filed. 

The Commission's Activities, Dr. Margaret B. Ti"1<:com, Historian. This report 
was also approved and ordered to be filed as above. 

OLD BUSINESS 

NE,/ BUSIN33S 

The Depot at Broad and Washington Avenue, point of departure fo.r troops during 
the Civil War, was recommended for certification by the Chairlllim. This was 
approved. 

?=· "'"' 'f\ -213 South Qui.~;e Street. The secretary was asked to report on a telelphone 
call from 1-'.r, Batten who said that State Senator Shapiro, representing the 
O"'ller, Mr. William Drummond, had stated that the Historical Commission had 
refused to object to a violation writ'tissued by the Department of Licenses 
and Inspections for installing a bow window in this certified building. 
It was determined that the matter is presently beyond the Commission's 
jurisdiction and it was resolved that-no action snall be taken. 
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NEw BUSINESS continued 

54o9 Germantown Avenue. The Historia..~ said that the Redevelopment Authority, 
City Planning Commission and Colonial Germantown, Inc. want this build­
ing to remain. After discussion, it was moved and seconded that this 
certified building be preserved, 

217 

The Historian reported that the office had been notified by Mr. Hornung, 
of Colonial Germantown, Inc., that a demolition permit had already been 
obtained. It was directed that the Department of Licenses and Inspections 
be asked to cancel this permit and to send a copy of the letter to the 
Historical Commission. 

Spruce Street. An aluminum sign, proposed to replace the present one mada 
of wood, was discussed. The Chairman read a letter, dated,12 April 1962, 
which he had sent the owner, saying that the wooden sign was approved, 
providing that it was displayed on special occasions only, rt·was 
resolved that the Commission ad.here to this resolution of 1962 and that 
additional signs on certified buildings would not be approved, 

There bei..~g no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 P. M. 

G/J.S :mrm 

Respectfully submitted 

Grant M. Simon, F,A.I A. 
Chairman for the Commission 







Richard W. Thom, AIA 
Architecture & Preservation 
212 Race Street, Ste. 1B 
Philadelphia, PA  19106-1921 
Cell: 267.664.1195  FAX 215.440.7643 
thomarchie@earthlink.net 

__________________________________________________________ 

31 March 2021 
 

Ms Emily Cooperman, Chair 
Committee on Historic Designation 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA. 19102 
 

RE:  Request for Recission Of The Historic Designation of 935 South 3rd St., Phila., PA. 19147 
 

Dear Ms Cooperman:  
 

My office has been retained by the “Owner in Fee” of 935 South 3rd Street to request its 
removal from the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  The accompanying documentation 
serves as a formal application to your committee seeking support for this Designation Recission.  
Corroborating images are referenced as “Views - 0.0” in the attached photo assemblage. 

 

A. Property/Building Description 

1. Subject Address 935 South 3rd St.– Parcel sits approximately mid-block between Mon-
trose St. to north and Carpenter St. to south on the eastern side of South 3rd.  S. Bodine 
St. is to the east at lot rear. Lot is 15’-5-3/4” wide by 77’-1-1/4” deep.  It abuts the end 
of a 2’-6” common use alley leading to the western side of Bodine.  Site Area:  1,194 s.f. 
 

2. Building – Structure is a three story red brick façade row house, the middle unit in a 
forlorn remaining 3 building section at mid-block.  Rear has had several wood framed 
additions none of which are visible from S. Bodine Street. There is a partial Basement in 
the original front section. (Views 1.1 and 1.2; 2.1, 2.2. and 2.3; 5.2) 

 

3. Front Façade Elements – The front façade consists of a 3 opening (entry door & two ad-
jacent windows) bay at the First Floor and two window bay configuration at 2nd and 3rd 
Floors. The top parapet exhibits 2 corbelled brick projecting end brackets bookending an 
assumed wood or metal cornice, concealed behind aluminum fascia panels. First Floor 
has an aluminum shed roof, raised concrete porch and concrete steps with painted 
wrought iron railing at front edge.  Windows have original carved stone headers and 
sills. The architectural style can only be classified as “Vernacular”. (Views 1.1; 4.2 & 4.3) 

 

4. Date/Period of Development – There is no known date for the construction of the 
building.  However, using historical land parcel and street maps of this section of the 
city, we have determined that it was probably erected in the early to mid-1840’s as it 
does not appear in early 1840 maps south of South Street but does so by 1850 versions. 

 

5. Architect/Builder – There are no records attributing it any architect/designer or builder. 
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Richard W. Thom, AIA 
Architecture & Preservation 
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A. Property/Building Description (cont’d.) 

 

6. Rear Additions – Several 2 story wood framed, rear additions are in poor condition and 
exhibiting significant uneven settlement. No additions are street visible from South 
Bodine to the east.  (Views 2.1, 2.2 & 2.3) 

 

7. Interiors – The building has been partitioned off into “boarding/rooming house” type 
bedrooms, common toilets, common kitchen/eating area, etc.  There is an original 
central stair now with fire-rated barrier doors at each floor level. These room con-
figurations do not reflect the likely original interior layout of a single family abode. 
 

 

The interior finishes are plain and ordinary for the period with no decorative treat-
ments remaining such as cove moldings, fluted door trims, raised panel doors and wall 
bases. Any original details have probably been removed. (Views 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 and 5.4) 

 

8. Structure – Front(street) masonry wall is in good condition from what is visible (not in-
cluding the concealed projecting cornice).  However, the entire building (original front 
and the rear additions) exhibits significant uneven settlement on all floors in the north-
south direction with a pronounced and discomforting slope and w/undulating surfaces.   

 

9. Chain of Ownership/Title – Search of city title records reveals 14 previous owners with 
the first dated 1845 likely confirming our assumption on the likely construction date. 
The average ownership lasted 13 years but many are as short as 1-2 years.  Owners 
appear to be Irish, Polish and Jewish immigrants but none hint at any notoriety per se.   

 

 We cannot determine the backgrounds of any renting occupants, if any.  
 

B. Applicant/Ownership 

1. 935 S. 3rd – The property is presently under agreement of sale to: 
  Queen Village Home Rescue, LLC 
  1511 Lindenhurst Road, Yardley PA. 19067 
  Attn. James Dougherty, Principal 

 

C. Neighborhood Context 

1. 900 Block of South 3rd – As the photo documentation clearly shows there is very little 
left of the original 25 plus row houses that historically faced this street.  Approximately,  
75% of the parcels now comprise: a subsidized low scale housing complex (entire west 
block side); a soon to be demolished small apartment group to be redeveloped into a 



Richard W. Thom, AIA 
Architecture & Preservation 

__________________________________________________________ 

31 March 2021 
Ms Emily Cooperman, Chair 
Committee on Historic Designation 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
RE:  Request for Recission Of The Historic Designation of 935 South 3rd St., Phila., PA. 19147 
Page 3 
 

 
C. Neighborhood Context 

1. 900 Block of South 3rd (cont’d.) 
 

larger residential building; and several vacant lots.  Of the six remaining rows on the 
east side (of which 935 is one) only three have their original brick facades intact due to 
masonry failure of some sort in past decades resulting in re-facings. (Views 3.1 thru 3.4) 

 

2. 200 Block of Carpenter Street - Photos show the street facades of numerous examples 
of thoughtfully restored and maintained 2 and 3 story rows of the same period and 
architectural style as that at of 935 S. 3rd including projecting cornices.  The majority 
have original brick in good condition and uncoated in any way on both the north and 
south street facing parcels. (View 6.1) 

 

3. 200 Block of Montrose Street – Photos show the street facades of numerous examples 
of thoughtfully restored and maintained 2 and 3 story rows of the same period and 
architectural style as that at of 935 S. 3rd including excellent projecting cornices.  Many 
have original brick in good condition on both the north and south street facing parcels. 

 (View 6.2) 
 

D. Historic Integrity 
 

1. Front Façade Alterations – The following items we believe to be both significant, and 
inappropriate, alterations to the original building façade (Views 1.1, 1.2 and 2.2): 

 

a. Front Porch Addition – Existing raised concrete slab porch and stair are a later 
addition circa 1950’s and do not represent the historic street level architectural 
elements still evident in the 937 South 3rd building immediately next door. The porch 
railing is inappropriate in style and construction. While the colorful aluminum shed 
roof is common in the community, its outsized physical and visual dominance serves 
to detract from the building’s remaining historic character. (View 4.1) 

 

b. Windows – Windows of the period will most certainly be single pane, true divided 
lite, 6/6 or 4/4 configuration.  Present windows are inappropriate 1/1 lite aluminum 
replacements from unknown time frame. (View 4.2) 
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D. Historic Integrity (cont’d.) 
 

c. Masonry Condition – Entire brick façade has been painted over in a thick, gloppy red 
coating concealing all the brick texture, color and jointing.  Removal of such coatings 
can often irrevocably damage brick faces and discolor the joint mortar. (View 4.2) 

 

d. Damaged Decorative Projecting Cornice – Given its long term aluminum conceal-
ment, it is probable that whatever decorative cornice treatment was original to the 
façade is substantially damaged or no longer fully intact (View 4.3).  Excellent intact 
examples abound locally. (See View 6.3 at 918-20 Moyamensing Avenue) 

 

E. PHC Record of Nomination 
 

 PHC files contain no materials demonstrating adherence to the agency’s own published 
criteria for listing on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places (see Item ‘F’ below). 

 

In addition, neither one of the adjacent properties bookending 935 S. 3rd are designated. 
(View 1.2) Subject property is in fact the ONLY one on this block of South 3rd so recognized 
as historic and without proper documentation supporting this suspect determination.  

 

F. Criteria For Designation 
 

Given the above documentation and assessment, we believe the following PHC Criteria For 
Designation cannot apply. 
 

A. Have significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or 
cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth, or Nation or be associated with the 
life of a person significant in the past.  We can find no evidence of such significance to 
the any jurisdiction nor associated with the life of a person of significance as well.  
 

B. Be associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth, or 
Nation. We can identify no event of historical importance to any jurisdiction 
associated with this site/building.  

 

C. Reflect the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style. The 
building represents a clear example of a regional “Vernacular” style common in mater-
ials, detailing and treatments evident all over this neighborhood and entire city.  

 

D. Embody distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen. 
 Given its Vernacular style and altered condition, it does not represent a particular 

style or engineering specimen.  
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F. Criteria For Designation (cont’d.) 
 

E.  Be the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose 
work has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or 
cultural development of the City, Commonwealth, or Nation. No architect, engineer or 
builder of note in the period is known to have participated in this development. 

 

F.  Contain elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a 
significant innovation.  All the façade design elements are usual and customary, and 
decidedly Vernacular, for the period of development and certainly do not represent a 
particular innovation. 

 

G.  Be part of or related to a square, park, or other distinctive area which should be 
preserved according to a historic, cultural, or architectural motif. Site is not part of any 
known distinctive area directly related to an historical, cultural or architectural motif. 

 

H.  Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represent an established 
and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or City.  It is not in a 
unique location nor does it exhibit any singular physical characteristics. 

 

I. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history. 
No available data indicates the site may yield important historical information.  

 

J.  Exemplify the cultural, political, economic, social, or historical heritage of the community. 
 It is an example of a very common Philadelphia development typology and not a unique 

or significant part of any local community heritage.  
 

G. Conclusion 
 

We believe that the above documentation and analysis should leave the Committee on 
Designation no doubt that there is in fact no definitive basis for this property remaining on 
the Philadelphia Listing of Historic Places.   

 
We therefore urge the committee to recommend rescinding this listing to the full Historical 
Commission. 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.  We look forward to fully presenting 
our position on this recission application at the April committee meeting.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Richard W. Thom 
 

Richard W. Thom, AIA 
(Cell:  267.664.1195) 
 
 
Encl. –  Photo Documentation 
 Building Permit Application 
 
c.  James Dougherty 



Application for Rescission From 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places

935 S. Third Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19147- 4238 

Richard W. Thom, AIA 
Date:  31 March 2021

1 

1.  935 S. Third Street - Front Elevation 

2.  933-937 S. Third Street - Front Elevation 
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2.  Rear Yard (viewed from 900 block of Bodine Street) 

3.  Rear Addition Perspective 1.  Rear Elevation 

2 



Application for Rescission From 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places

935 S. Third Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19147- 4238 

Richard W. Thom, AIA 
Date:  31 March 2021

1.  East Side of Third Street (Looking North) 

3.  West Side of Third Street (Looking South) 4.  West Side of Third Street (Looking North) 

2.  East Side of Third Street (Looking South) 
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1. 935 S. Third Street Front Door and Stoop 3.  935 S. Third Street Cornice 

2.  935 S. Third Street Front Windows and Brick Coating 
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1. 935 S. Third Street - First Floor Interior 

3. 935 S. Third Street - Second Floor Interior 4.  935 S. Third Street - Third Floor Interior 

2.  935 S. Third Street - Basement Interior 
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1. North Side of 200 Block of Carpenter Street 

2.  North Side of 200 Block of Montrose Street 3.  920 & 918 E. Moyamensing Avenue 
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