
ADDRESS: 319 N 19TH ST AND 312 N 18TH ST  
Name of Resource: John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Nominator: Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the properties at 319 N. 19th Street and 312 
N. 18th Street, now collectively known as John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School, as 
historic and list them on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. Located in the Logan 
Square neighborhood, the school’s buildings were constructed in 1911 and 1914. Under 
Criterion A, the nomination argues that John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School represents 
the first Catholic girls’ high school in the United States and played an important part in the 
development of the city’s educational system in response to the demands of an industrializing 
economy. Under Criterion C, the nomination contends that the building at 319 N. 19th Street was 
designed by one of Philadelphia’s leading architects of ecclesiastical buildings, the firm of 
Ballinger & Perrot. The firm designed numerous Roman Catholic and Methodist Episcopalian 
churches and parish schools, influencing the development of the city. The period of significance 
begins in 1911, the year the school began construction, and ends in 2021, when the school is 
scheduled to close as announced by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia in November 2020. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 319 N. 19th Street and 312 N. 18th Street, satisfies Criterion A, and 319 N. 19th Street 
satisfies Criterion E. 
 

    

Figure 1: 319 N 19th St. Original high 
school building constructed in 1911. 

Figure 2: 312 N 18th St. Paris School building 
constructed in 1914. 
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Appendix B 
 

(Source:  Joe Walsh, Friends of Matthias Baldwin Park) 
 

  














