
ADDRESS: 413 S PERTH ST 
Proposed Action: Amend entry historic district inventory 
Property Owner: Matthew Dering and Caroline Price 
Initiator: Historical Commission staff 
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov 

 
OVERVIEW: The Historical Commission designated the Society Hill Historic District on 10 March 
1999. At the time it created the historic district, the Historical Commission adopted an inventory 
for the district, which lists every property in the district, provides a description and brief history of 
it, and a classification for it. Each property in a historic district is classified as Significant, 
Contributing, or Non-contributing, and then subsequently regulated based on that classification. 
Owing to an apparent error, the property at 413 S. Perth Street was included in the inventory, 
but not described or classified. To correct this error, the staff of the Historical Commission has 
initiated a proposal to amend the district inventory and provide a complete entry for 413 S. Perth 
Street. 
 
The property is located at the southeast corner of Perth and Addison Streets. A three-story 
building stood on the property as late as 1931. In 1939, a one-story building then standing on 
the property was demolished. The building that currently stands on the property was 
constructed by Bernard Shapiro in 1940 as a one-story hardware storage building, which 
supported his hardware business, B. Shapiro Inc., at 728-30 Lombard Street. The property is 
categorized as commercial on the 1952 and 1962 Philadelphia Land Use Maps. The building 
was converted to a residence in 1964. The extant building is two stories in height and clad in 
stucco. 
 

 
Atlas of the 5th to 10th Wards of the City of Philadelphia, 1927, revised 1931. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Photograph of 413 S. Perth Street in 1968. Philadelphia City Archives. 
 

  
Photographs of 413 S. Perth Street, 2018. Google Streetview. 



The entry for 413 S. Perth Street in inventory for the Society Hill Historic District adopted in 
1999 appears as follows: 

 
 
It directs the reader to an entry for 720-22 Addison Street, an alternate address, but there is no 
such entry. 
 

 
 
The staff proposes the following entry for 413 S. Perth Street as an amendment to the Society 
Hill Historic District inventory: 
 
413 Two-story, stucco-clad, vernacular house with roof deck. 
 

Built: 1940 for hardware storage. Alteration: Converted to dwelling in 1964. Non-
contributing. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Amend the Society Hill Historic District inventory entry for 413 S. 
Perth Street as proposed above. 
 
 
 


