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ADDRESS: 1221-25 N 4TH ST  
Proposal: Rehabilitate building; construct addition  
Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: City of Philadelphia, Department of Public Property  
Applicant: Judy Robinson, Continuum Architecture & Design  
History: 1895; Engine Company #29; John T. Windrim  
Individual Designation: 7/12/1989  
District Designation: None  
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This application proposes to construct an addition at the rear of the former Engine 
Company #29 building. The three-story brick and brownstone structure was designed by John T. 
Windrim and has been owned by the City of Philadelphia since its construction in 1895. The 
building ceased functioning as a firehouse in 1979 and has since been used by the Department 
of Public Property as storage. The Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority recently approved the 
sale of the property to allow for its development, which includes converting the building to 
residential use. 
 
This application proposes to rehabilitate the front façade of the historic building, including 
masonry repairs, cleaning, new windows, and new doors that replicate the appearance of the 
historic doors. A portion of the rear roof would be demolished to increase the ceiling height at 
the interior, and a one-story addition would be constructed with a substantial setback from N. 4th 
Street. Green roofs are proposed for both the existing roof of the historic building and the roof of 
the one-story addition.  
 
The five-story rear addition would be separated from the existing building by a covered exterior 
walkway, allowing the rear wall of the historic building to remain intact. Where it fronts Orianna 
Street, the addition would be clad in a brick veneer with a central copper bay and copper 
cornice. The ground-story parking area would be screened by greenery at two openings, and a 
central garage door would allow transparency into the space. The sides and rear of the addition 
would be clad in charcoal fiber cement siding. The top of the addition would feature a communal 
roof deck with green space. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:   

• Construct five-story addition with roof deck; 
• Demolish rear portion of existing roof and construct one-story addition; 
• Install green roofs; and 
• Rehabilitate façade. 

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed addition would require minimal alterations to the historic structure. 
While the rear wall would no longer be visible from Orianna Street, no character-
defining features would be lost or obscured.  

o The proposed addition is compatible in massing, size, and scale. 
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o  The proposed materials, fenestration patterns, and architectural features, such 
as the copper cornice and bay, are differentiated from but compatible with the 
historic building and surrounding context. 

• Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

o The proposed addition would be undertaken in a manner that would have 
minimal impact on the historic building. The proposed exterior walkway between 
the historic building and the new addition would allow the rear wall of the historic 
building to remain intact. The addition’s removal in the future would leave the 
historic property and its environment unimpaired. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standards 9 and 
10.  
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MAPS & IMAGES:  

 
Figure 1: 2020 aerial showing 1221-25 N. 4th Street. Source: Atlas. 

 

 
Figure 2: Front façade of 1221-25 N.4th Street, May 2020. Source: Cyclomedia. 
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Figure 3: Rear of 1221-25 N. 4th Street, May 2020. Source: Cyclomedia. 
 

 
Figure 4: Historic photograph showing the firehouse soon after construction in 1896. Source: Department of Records. 
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Figure 5: Photograph of the main doors of the firehouse as they appeared in 1966. Source: Department of Records. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2 1 5 6 2 7 3 8 4 5

2 1 5 6 2 7 3 8 4 5

✔

✔

✔

✔ ✔

✔



 

Trades listed below are mandatory for all residential 
   new construction jobs

 All provisions of the uilding ode and other City ordinances will be complied with, whether specified herein or not. Plans approved by the Department form a 
part of this application. I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I further certify that I am 
authorized by the owner to make the foregoing application, and that, before I accept my permit for which this application is made, the owner shall be made aware 
of all conditions of the permit. I understand that if I knowingly make any false statements herein  I am subject to such penalties as may be prescribed by law or 
ordinance, inclusive of the penalties contained in 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904. 

 

 

 

✔



Engine Company No. 29, designed by John Windrim, stands at 
1221-1225 N. 4th Street in the South Kensington neighborhood of 
Philadelphia. The 3-story building was constructed in 1895, is on 
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places and has been nomi-
nated for the National Register of Historic Places. 

After winning a competition to purchase the building from the 
City of Philadelphia over 2 years ago, our Development Team 
has secured the approvals necessary to renovate the building 
back to its original glory. 

The approved project scope calls for the historic conversion of 
the 3 story 15,000 square foot Firehouse into ground floor com-
mercial and 9 residential units above with the adjacent parcel 
to the East to be developed into 20 new construction residential 
apartments atop an elevated podium with an amenity area 
and an on-grade parking lot for cars.  

The Firehouse will be renovated to the requirements of the Histor-
ical Commission and Register, while the new building to be con-
structed on the rear parcel will show a brick facade to Orianna 
Street.  The face and details will be designed to reflect on the 
Firehouse opposite but will be a modern interpretation, not a 
mimicry of a lost art. Large scale black windows will be set in the 
face and the entrance to the parking area will be a paneled 
garage door painted red.

In terms of sustainability, the renovation of the existing Firehouse 
and the construction of the new building facing Orianna Street 
will be covered in 60% Green Roof meeting the Philadelphia 
Water Department Standards.  The green roof will include a 
large shared common area green roof amenity space on the 
new building, a smaller shared communal area on the second 
level of the new building and non-accessible green roofs on the 
existing building. Additional measures to improve energy effi-
ciency of the new residential units will include high efficiency 
HVAC units with exposed ductwork, high efficiency appliances, 
low flow fixtures, dual flush toilets and LED light fixtures.

Wherever possible existing aesthetically and historically signifi-
cant features of the Firehouse will be preserved by an expert 
and passionate team of custom joiners and wood restoration 
technicians dedicated to preserving the true art and craftsman-
ship of historic joinery.  The center light well shaft will be restored 
and capped with new skylights on the roof; the existing wood 
framed skylight at the ceiling of the first floor will be maintained 
and refurbished, and new windows will be installed in the exist-
ing openings of the light well to allow natural daylight into the 
center of the building.  The plan is to create a harbor of vines 
and planted areas inside the well so that the spaces and resi-
dential units above have a view into a green light filled area.  

There will be a myriad of robust social impact initiatives planned 
including extremely diverse

Investment and design teams, a Community Benefits Agree-
ment, 10% of the residential units will be rented at 80% of AMI, 
an Economic Opportunity Plan for the project that exceeds the 
goals set forth by the City for a Diverse Workforce, and a series 
of mentoring and apprenticeship programs. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL 
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PROPOSED FRONT ELEVATION 



EXISTING FRONT FAÇADE PHOTOS 



VIEW ON 4TH STREET LOOKING NORTH 

VIEW ON 4TH STREET LOOKING SOUTH 



EXISTING REAR FAÇADE PHOTO 

VIEW ON ORIANNA LOOKING SOUTH 

VIEW ON ORIANNA LOOKING NORTH 



PROPOSED REAR ELEVATION 



PROPOSED GREEN ROOF and AMENITY SPACE NOTE: FOR RENDERING PURPOSES ONLY, FINAL BUILT 
GREEN ROOF AND AMENITY SPACE MAY VARY 




























