
2530 S. Cleveland Street 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

January/February 2021 

ADDRESS: 2530 S CLEVELAND ST 
Proposal: Install aluminum clad windows at front and vinyl windows at side and rear  

Review Requested: Final Approval  
Owner: Johanna and Bryn Stull  
Applicant: Johanna and Bryn Stull  
History: 1909; James H. and John T. Windrim, architects 

Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Girard Estate Historic District, Contributing, 11/10/1999  
Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov  

 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to replace twenty-two windows throughout the house at 2530 S. 

Cleveland Street. The proposal is for aluminum-clad windows at the front façade and vinyl 
windows at the side and rear.  With few exceptions, the existing windows are original to the 
construction of the house and are in varying states of deterioration.  
 

The majority of the replacement windows propose to maintain the original pane configuration.  
The exceptions are as follows: 

• Two existing narrow double-hung windows that flank the large middle window at the front 
façade will be changed to picture windows (see Type G in application). 

• Two existing narrow double-hung windows at the side of the house will be changed to 
picture windows (see Type C in application). 

• Two existing French casement windows at the bump out at the side of the house will be 
changed to picture windows (see Types K and M in application). 

 
SCOPE OF WORK 

• Install aluminum clad windows at front and vinyl windows at side and rear. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:   

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:   

• Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 

will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

o Aluminum-clad windows can be appropriate at the front, side and rear of this 

property, as long as the proposed details reflect a close enough match to the 
existing windows.  

o The details presented in this application show a change in pane configuration for 

two prominent windows at the front façade, which should be changed to replicate 
the existing pane configuration.  

o The windows proposed to replace the two French casement windows at the side 
of the house should match the configuration of the existing windows more 

accurately.  
o The section drawings provided seem to indicate that the glass of the replacement 

windows would sit proud of the existing frames, which creates a non-historic 

condition. These section drawings should be revised to show that the exterior 
glass of the replacement windows will be installed in the same plane as the 
existing windows.  
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o Vinyl windows will not match the historic wood windows sufficiently enough to 
meet this standard. An aluminum-clad window with the correct details could be 

an acceptable alternative to wood in this case.  
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, as proposed, but approval, with the staff to review details, 
pursuant to Standard 6, provided the following: 

• the exterior glass of the replacement window is installed in the same plane as the 
existing windows; 

• the pane configuration of the four narrow replacement double-hung windows accurately 

reflects the original 2/1 configuration; 
• the replacements of the two French casement windows accurately reflect the original 

configuration; and, 

• aluminum-clad windows are installed at the side and the rear where the current 
application proposed vinyl windows.    

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Front façade of 2530 S. Cleveland Street.  Figure 2. Location of 2530 S. Cleveland Street. 
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